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TUi  TOlDme  k  eblmtj  tmken  up  In  umrering,  to  tha  bat 
of  Ui  witbor's  knowledge  ud  •bl]lt]>,  the  Tuioiu  qoeitloiu  vblch  tbe  old 
tbBoli^  of  ScoUuid  hu  been  uklDg  Tar  Ibe  lid  few  yemn  of  Ibe  newat  of 
tbe  KiencieL  Will  yoo  paidou  me  tiK  Ubectr  I  Uke  In  dedlcatlnK  it  to  yon  T 
In  odsnpUuiGe  wltb  tbe  pecullu'  deHL^nd  of  llie  Uihd,  that  wbat  ■  nuin  knowi 
of  (densa  or  of  art  be  iboold  fnnlr  conunuulaU  to  hii  oeiRbbon,  we  took 
tha  field  nenrlf  together  M  popnUr  leetuters,  ud  bave  U  leut  u  fur  nuemblad 
eaeh  Mhar  In  our  mncnn  of  (nooeai,  that  tbe  nma  olaii  of  ceotan  have  been 
■gnn  upon  bc«b.  For  while  joa  bare  baen  oondenuied  u  a.  pbjaloli^lat  Sir 
anertlng  that  tbe  hnnun  fnioewark,  when  fklrly  wningbt  during  the  wHk,  la 
gnatljr  the  baiter  for  tlie  nst  of  the  Sabbath,  1  have  Ifeeu  dcMrlbed  bj  the 
mat  pen  ai  one  of  tbe  wrtUbed  claia  of  penoni  who  tnicb  tlint  gcolog)-,  rightly 
nndentood,  doe>  not  conflict  with  nveUtion.  B«ida,  I  owe  it  to  your  klnd- 
Dcaa  that,  when  get  aalde  hy.  the  Indinpoaitlon  whlcb  Kndcn  It  donbtfllt  whether 
1  ibaU  erer  again  addreai  a  popnlir  andlenca,  foa  enabled  me  cr«dilabl;  to 
ftiai  one  of  my  engigcmenti  by  reading  for  mc  in  pnblic  two  of  the  following 
dbconnea,  and  by  doing  them  an  amount  of  Jiiilicc  nn  that  occaalon  which 
Oanld  never  baTo  been  done  them  by  their  author-    Furtber,  yoar  kind  ntteo- 
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DEDICATION. 


tiODB  and  advice  during  the  crisis  of  my  illness  were  certainly  every  way  suited 
to  remind  me  of  those  so  grateftilly  acknowledged  by  the  wit  of  the  last  oeutory. 
when  he  bethought  him  of 

•*  kind  ArtmthnoCi  sId, 
Who  knew  hia  art,  bnt  noi  hia  trade."  ^ 


And  so,  though  the  old  style  of  dedication  has  been  long  ont  of  fiuhion,  I  avail 
myself  of  the  opportunity  it  afibrds  me  of  expressing  my  entire  concurrence  in 
your  physiological  views,  my  heartfelt  gratitude  for  your  good  services  and 
IHendship,  and  my  sincere  respect  for  the  disinterested  part  yon  have  taken  in 
the  important  work  of  elevating  and  informing  your  humbler  countryfolk,  — 
while  at  the  same  time  maintaining  professionally,  with  Simpson  and  with 
Goodsir,  the  reputation  of  that  school  of  anatomy  and  medicine  Ibr  which  the 
Scottish  capital  has  been  long  so  fiunous. 

I  am, 

Mr  DxAB  Sib, 

With  sincere  respect  and  regard, 

Tours  affectionately, 

HUGH  MILLER. 


TO    THE    READER. 


Or  the  tmlTi  IblloviDs  Lcctuna,  Rnir  (lb«  Flnt,  fteooDd,  FiRh,  and  Sixth) 
vtic  delivered  before  the  nemlien  of  the  Edinburgh  rhiloophEcil  InMltnlloii 
|1(^  idd  1K6).  One  (Ihe  Thlid)  wu  reid  at  Exeter  Hall  befbre  the  Young 
»CD-i  Chrietlin  AHMlalion  (lgM|,  and  (he  nbetance  of  two  of  tbe  olben  |IIw 
Eleientb  and  Tirelfth)  at  (ilasgovr.  belbrs  Iba  GeolORicil  Sectioa  of  the  Brftith 
Awociallon  (ises).  Of  tbe  aveolhera,  — written  nulnlj' to  complete  and  Impart 
a  character  of  uultT  to  Ihe  volume  of  «bleh  the^  form  a  pari,  —  onlr  Ihrn  (ihg 
fourth,  Reventb,  and  Eighth)  iverB  addreMed  n'ra  ra«  lo  popular  andlenea. 
Tlie  Third  Lrcturc  wu  publbbed  both  In  thla  coDntiy  and  America,  and  trana- 
lalvd  ii.lo  aomo  of  the  Coutlneotal  laoguagee,  Tbe  real  now  appear  In  print  fiir 
tbe  liist  time.  Though  llieir  writer  luu  had  certainly  do  reaana  lo  complain  of 
ttie  meapurt  of  Jkvor  with  wliich  tbe  read  or  spoken  oucfl  have  been  rroelv^d, 
tbry  are  perbapa  all  better  adapted  for  penuai  In  tbe  clowt  than  fbr  delivery  In 
tbe  liulilic  ball  or  Iccture-ruon ;  while  the  tivo  eoneludlng  Leclurea  an  majhap 
fuited  tu  Interest  only  geologlrlA  who,  having  already  acquainted  tbenuelvefl 
tvilh  Ihe  generally  aMertalned  facia  of  tbclr  acirnce,  are  curious  to  cultivate  a 
ihrilier  knuwicdgu  wicb  auch  new  facts  u  in  the  courad  of  diacovery  are  tna 
time  lo  tune  added  lo  tlie  common  Aiud,  In  lucb  of  Itic  following  Lectura  aa 
deal  u-iih  but  Ihe  eatabliibed  geologic  pbenomena,  and  owe  whilever  Utile  merit 
they  may  jiowra  lo  the  infereucca  dmirn  from  th»e,  or  on  the  concluilons  based 
u^fon  Ibcui,  most  of  the  dgurcd  11 1  uat  rut  Ions,  Ibough  not  all,  will  be  ivcD^ized 
»  familiar:  In  the  two  concluding  U'clum,  on  IDe  contrary,  Ihey  will  be  found 
to  Iw  almost  entlttly  new.  They  are  contributions,  representatlvo  of  the  patient 
fieaiilngs  of  years,  to  the  geologic  recurd»of  Scotland;  and  exbiliit.  In  a  mora 
•  rli-MiierfectsUte,  nolDcon»ildcrablo]iorIiDn  oral!  the  furma  yeidi^iecledin  th* 
rucks  of  her  earlier  Palieoioic  and  Secondary  floras. 

It  Hill  he  seen  that  I  adopl.  In  my  Third  and  Fourth  Lectures,  that  icbema  of 
n>:oi.ciliation  bclween  Ihetieologlc  and  Moealc  Recordo  wiilch  accepts  tbe  Blx 
tlay:i  or  ci'eation  aa  vastly  extended  periods;  and  1  have  been  reminded  by  ft 
fr.nii'wbal  cspllous  critic  that  I  once  held  a  very  dlflbrent  ilew,  anil  twilled  wi'h 
wh>t  ho  terms  Inconiisteiior.  I  ecnuisly  did  once  believe  with  Chalmers  auit 
nitliUueklaiidlbal  ttw  >lx  dayawere  fimjily  natural  days  of  twculy-riiurhourK 
eaeli,  — ibat  tiiey  badcompreased  theejitlra  workof  tliocxlallngctnalion,— and 
that  llie  latest  of  llie  geologlo  ages  was  separated  by  a  great  cbaolio  gap  from 
mr  own.    Uy  labor*  K  the  time  ai  a  practical  geologist  bad  bei^n  very  mucli 
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restricted  to  the  Paleozoic  and  Secondary  rocks,  more  especially  to  the  Old  Red 
and  Carboniferous  Systems  of  the  one  division,  and  the  Oolitic  System  of  the 
other;  and  the  long  extinct  organisms  which  I  found  in  them  certainly  did  not 
conflict  with  the  view  of  Chalmers.  All  I  found  necessary  at  the  time  to  the 
work  of  reconciliation  was  some  scheme  that  would  permit  me  to  assign  to 
the  earth  a  high  antiquity,  and  to  regard  it  as  the  scene  of  many  succeeding 
creations.  During  the  last  nine  years,  however,  I  have  spent  a  few  weeks  every 
autumn  in  exploring  the  later  formations,  and  acquainting  myself  with  their 
peculiar  organisms.  I  have  traced  them  upwards  from  the  raised  beaches  and 
old  coast  lines  of  the  human  period,  to  the  brick  clays,  Clyde  beds,  and  drift  and 
boulder  deposits  of  the  Pleistocene  era,  and  again  ft-om  these,  with  the  help  of 
museums  and  collections,  up  through  the  mammaliibrous  crag  of  England,  to 
its  Red  and  its  Coral  crags.  And  the  conclusion  at  which  I  have  been  compelled 
to  arrive  is,  that  for  many  long  ages  ere  man  was  ushered  into  being,  not  a  few 
of  his  humbler  contemporaries  of  the  fields  and  woods  eqjoyed  life  in  their 
present  haunts,  and  that  for  thousands  of  years  anterior  to  even  their  appearance, 
many  of  the  existing  molluscs  lived  in  our  seas.  That  day  during  which  the 
present  creation  came  into  being,  and  in  which  God,  when  he  had  made  "the 
beast  of  the  earth  after  his  kind,  and  the  cattle  after  their  kind,"  at  lengtli 
terminated  the  work  by  moulding  a  creature  in  his  own  image,  to  whom  he 
gave  dominion  over  them  all,  was  not  a  brief  period  of  a  few  hours'  duration, 
but  extended  over  mayhap  millenniums  of  centuries.  "So  blank  chaotic  gap  of 
death  and  darkness  separated  the  creation  to  which  man  belongs  from  that  of  the 
old  extinct  elephant,  hippopotamus,  and  hyena;  for  familiar  animals  such  as 
the  red  deer,  the  roe,  the  fox,  the  wild  cat,  and  the  badger,  lived  throughout  the 
period  which  connected  their  times  with  our  own ;  and  so  I  have  been  compelled 
to  hold,  that  the  days  of  creation  were  not  natural,  but  prophetic  days,  and 
stretched  far  back  into  the  bygone  eternity.  After  in  some  degree  committing 
myself  to  the  other  side,  I  have  yielded  to  evidence  which  I  found  it  impossible 
to  resist:  and  such  in  this  matter  has  been  my  iruonsistetuy^  —  an  inconsistency 
of  which  the  world  has  IVimished  examples  in  all  the  sciences,  and  will,  I  trust, 
Ip  its  onward  progress,  continue  to  famJsh  many  more 

Edihbuboh,  Dsckmber,  1866. 


[Thx  last  proofli  of  this  prefkoe  were  despatched  by  the  Author  to  his  printer 
only  the  day  before  that  melancholy  termination  of  liis  life,  the  details  of  which 
viU  be  found  in  the  **  Mjbcobials  "  following.  ->  Am.  Publibbkbs.} 


CONTENTS. 


LECTURE  FIRST. 
Thb  Pax-sohtolooicai.  Huioxr  or  Thtxrt, 


LECTURE  SECONIX 
Tbb  Pauovtoukiicu.  Hibiobt  of  Ahuulc,        .       >      .        8t 


lecture  third, 
Thx  Two  Bwordi,  Uobaic  akd  Geological, 


LECTURE  FOURTH. 
ToB  UosAio  TisiON  or  Cssatioit,      .       ,       , 


LECTURE  i'ltTH. 
Gboloot  IK  ITS  BBABmas  ok  Toa  Two  THSOLOoixa.  Past  L      fill 


LECTURE  SEITH. 
OM>LoaTniiiBBsAKiiniso<f  TiiETwoT)rROi.ooiBa.    Past II.     937 


X 


CONTENTS. 


LECTURE  SEVENTH. 


Taou 


The  Noachian  Deluoe.  Part  I. 


283 


LECTURE  EIGHTH. 


The  Noaghiak  Deluoe.    Pabt  n. 


320 


LECTURE  NINTH. 


The  Discoyebable  and  the  Revealed. 


962 


LECTURE  TENTH. 
The  GEOLoaT  of  the  Akti-Gsolooists,  .       •      ^      •      •      392 


LECTURE  ELEVENTH. 
On  the  Less  Known  Fossil  Floras  of  Scotland.    Past  I.      429 


LECTURE  TWELFTH. 


On  the  Less  Known  Fossil  Floras  of  Scotland.    Part  U.     463 


fist  0f  |IIttstrati0Ks. 


A  Bestontion  of  Splieoopteris  afflnis  (fVoiiiupwee). ^°' 

L  Tbe  Geneftlogy  of  Plants, 4q 

2.  Cydopterifl  HibernieoB, tf 

8.  Coniifar  of  the  Lower  Old  Bed  Sandstone, 48 

4.  The  Genealogf  of  Animals, 45 

5.  Oldhamla  antiqua  (oldest  knoum  Zoophyte)^ 48 

6.  Palieochorda  minor, *   .  48 

7.  Lycopodinm  clavatum, d 

8.  Eqoisetnm  flnviatlle, d 

9.  Osmonda  r^alis  {Royal  Ftm\^ (SB 

10.  IiniusylTe8tri8(&o<eAFi>), C8 

11.  Calamite?  of  the  Lower  Old  Red  Sandstone, 66 

12.  Lycopodite?  of  the  Lower  Old  Red  Sandstone, .66 

IB.  Fern?  of  the  Lower  Old  Red  Sandstone, 66 

14—19.  Ferns  of  the  Coal  Measnres, 68 

30.  Altingiaexcel8a(iVbr/b£bi«{(uuf  Pk'iM), 60 

21.  East  Indian  Fern  {A$ophila  perrotetiana)^ 60 

22.  Section  of  Stem  of  Tree-Fem  ( Cyathea)^ 09 

28—25.  Lepidodendron  Stemhergii, 01 

26.  Calamites  Moageotii, 68 

27.  Sphenophyllnm  dentatum, 68 

28.  Sigillaria  reniformis, Oi 

29.  Sigillaria  reniformis  (not.  size), 66 

80.  Sigillaria  pachyderma, 00 

SI.  Stigmaria  flcoides, 07 

82.  Farolaria  tessellata, 08 

ft 

8&  Lepidodendron  oboTatom, 08 

8i  Cycas  revolnta, 08 

86.  Zamia  pnngens,          68 

80.  Zamia  Feneonis, 08 

87.  Hantellia  nidlformis, 70 

1 


XU  LIST   OF   ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Paob 

88.  Eqnisetnm  columnare,  71 

89.  Carpolithes  conica, 72 

40.  Carpolithes  BucklandU, 72 

il.  Acer  trilobatnni, * 73 

42.  Ulmiu  Bronnii  (2«a/  of  a  tree  aUUd  to  the  Elm), 74 

48.  Palmacites  Lamanonia  (a  Palm  of  the  Miocene  ofAix\  ....  75 

44.  Cyclopbthalmofl  BucklandJl  (a  FossU  Scorpion  of  the  Coal  Measures  of  £o- 

•^  hemia)y 81 

45.  Fossil  Dragon-FIy, 83 

46.  Oyathaxonia  Daknani, 88 

i7.  Gljrptociinns  decadactylns,       .       .       •      , 88 

48.  Calymene  Bliimeiiba<^iil, 89 

m.  OrthiBina  Vernenili,  89 

M.  Litoites  comu-arietiB,     .       .       .       .       • 89 

Q.  Lingula  Lowisii, 89 

88.  Fort  Jackson  Shark  ( Cestracion  PhiBippi'^ 01 

08.  The  Genealogy  of  Fishes, 03 

fi^  Amblyptenif  maeropterus  (a  Ganoid  of  the  Oarbonifenma  System),  04 

08.  Lebias  oephalotes  ( Cycloids  of  Aix)j 04 

OB.  Platax  altissimus  (a  Ctenoid  of  Monte  BoUa), 06 

6T.  Pteriohthys  oblongvs, 96 

88.  Flenraoanthms  kDvissimns,  lOO 

68.  Carcharlas  prodnctas  ( Cutting  Tooth), 101 

60.  Flacodus  gigas  ( Crushing  Teeth), 101 

flL  Tesp«rtiIio  Parisiensis  (a  Bat  of  <A«  JBocme), 106 

68.  Ichthyosanms  coHununis, 106 

68.  Flesiosauins  dolichodeirns, 106 

64.  Pterodaatylof  orassirostris,  106 

66.  Oheloaia  Beastcdi, 109 

66.  Falieopbi8ToUapiei2s(0>pAufiaf»o/'<Ae£be«ie), 110 

67.  Bird'tracks  of  the  Conneoticvt, 118 

68.  Fossil  Foo^rint,  114 

69.  Thylatotherinm  Frerosti, ijj 

70.  Anoplotkeriom  commime, •       .       .       .       .      120 

71.  Animals  of  the  Paris  Basin, 121 

78.  Dinotherinm  gigantenm, 122 

78.  Elephas  primigeniiu  ( Great  British  Bephant), 127 

74.  Trogontheidom  Cnyieri  ( Gigantic  Beetter), .128 

75.  Umis  spelaus  ( Cave  Bear), ISg 


LIST   OF   ILLUSTRATIONS.  XUI 

Paob 

76.  Hysna  spdiea  ( Cave  Jfymma), 129 

77.  Araphofl  CMidfttiu,  134 

78.  Orthooens  Utermle, 18i 

79.  Spirigerina  retioiilaris, IM 

80.  Ammonites  margmritatos, 184 

81.  Ammonites  bisokatas, 184 

82.  Belemnitella  mncronata, 184 

83.  Belemnites  sulcatas, 184 

84.  Morex  alyeolatns, 185. 

8&.  Astarte  Omalii, 186 

86.  Balanus  erassns,    .       .       , 188 

87.  Astarte  arctica, K3 

88.  Tellina  proxima, 163 

89.  Norwegian  Spnice(Abic««zectei),  1S8 

90.  Lepidodendron  Stembergii, 104 

91.  Calamites  cannscformis, 165 

92.  Megatherium  Cuvieri 167 

96.  Sknll  of  Dinotherinm  giganteam, 168 

94.  Ammonites  Hamphriesianns, 242 

95.  Enorinites  moniliformis, 248 

96.  Cupressoorinns  crassos,  248 

97.  Fentacrinus  fiucicalosns, 245 

96.  Chamfered  and  Imbricated  Scales, 216 

99.  Scale  of  Holoptychius  giganteos,  217 

100  Section  of  Scale  of  Holoptyehina, 248 

101.  SigiUaria  Grveseri, 255 

102— 104.  WhorledSheUs  of  the  Old  Bed  Sandstone, 286 

105.  Murchisonia  bigraniik)sa, •       .       .  268 

106.  Connlaria  omata,        .       .       • .     268 

107.  Calico  pattern  (JMoadbexKr), 288 

108.  Smithia  Fengellyi, 260 

100.  Apanuean  Medal, 286 

110.  Old  Mexitan  Pictore,  299 

111.  Megaceros  Hibemicns  (^iih  £ft),  . 881 

112.  Mylodon  robnstns, 846 

lis.  Glyptodon  slaripes, 846 

114.  The  Geography  of  Cosmas, 876 

115.  The  Heavens  and  Earth  of  Cosmas, 877 

116.  NiimmiilitMlieTigata(PlaraaA^«  Aoiw),  421 


LIST   OF   ILLUSTBATIOKS. 


ID  Orguiiui,  GnptoUte, « 


y.  Plant  nwDiblliig  Lroapodlnin  oltTitnn, 

1.  Pu-k*  dscIplQU, 

1.  Fonll  Fem  (proteUy) 

I.  Cduunied  FonO  Plant,   .... 
I.  CfclopUni*  HIbemkiu,      .... 
!>.  Kew  and  peculiar  Fern  from  Alrdrli  coal  Bl 

9.  eUgmarla, 

T.  The  sanu,  jDagnlflcd,        .... 

i.  etlgmarla, 

9.  Spheaoptsili  bifida,  .       .       -       . 


Foeall  Cone,  483 

ronll  Cone, 4g( 

Hetnudale  Fogsll  Planla, 4gS 

Fnail  Feni*  In  Helnudali  DqioaHl, 186 

Unnamed  Fo«il  Flant, m 


L  Apparent  Fmi(iinr),  . 

I.  Paobyptuli, 

I.  Fhlelupteria, 

r.  Unnamed  FOHll  Plant,    ... 

1.  Pentagon,  Ulnrtntfra  Of  Fan  alltM, 

}.  Imbrteatod  Stan, 

D.  Foadl  Plant  (I&touilriJc},     . 

1.  Dieotjledanoaa  L««f  of  the  Oolite, 


MEMORIALS 


OP 


HTJGhEE    MILI^EH 


Ukkkowk  he  came.   He  went  a  Mystexy— 

A  mighty  yessel  foundered  in  the  calm. 
Her  fVeight  half-giyen  to  the  world.    To  die 

He  longed,  nor  ftared  to  meet  the  great  ''I  AM/' 
Fret  not.    God's  mystery  is  solved  to  him. 

He  quarried  Truth  all  rough-hewn  fh>m  the  earth. 
And  chiselled  it  into  a  perfect  gem — 

A  rounded  Absolute.    Twain  at  a  birth  — 
Sciesoe  with  a  cdestial  halo  crowned, 

And  Heayenly  Truth— God's  Works  by  His  Word  fllnmed- 
These  twain  he  viewed  in  holiest  concord  bound. 

Beason  outsoared  itself.    His  mind  consumed 
By  its  volcanic  fire,  and  frantic  driven. 
He  dreamed  himself  in  hell  and  woke  in  heaven. 

Edzhbubgh,  Deoember.  ISM. 


MEMORIALS 

DEATH  ATfD  CHARACTER  OF  HUGH  MILLER, 

ACCOUST   OF  HIS  FtJNEKAL  OBSEQDIEa 


Near  the  end  of  liist  autumn  the  American  pnblishers  of 
Hugli  Miller's  works  received  from  bim,  through  his  Edinburgh 
publishers,  the  offer  of  a  new  work  from  hia  pen.  The  offer 
was  accepted  and  a  contract  was  at  once  closed.  Sewn  the  ad- 
vance sheets  began  to  come ;  and  as  euccessive  portions  were 
received  and  perused,  it  became  more  and  more  evident  that 
Ibe  work  was  destined  not  only  to  extend  hia  fame,  but  to 
establish  for  him  new  and  special  claima  to  the  admiratioQ 
and  gi'alitudc  of  mankind.  In  the  midst  of  these  anticipa- 
tions, nnd  ere  more  than  half  the  sheets  had  been  received,  the 
publishers  and  the  public  here  were  startled  by  the  news  that 
Mr.  Miller  had  come  to  a  violent  death.  The  paragraph  con- 
vej'ing  the  intelligence  was  such  as  to  leave  the  mind  in  a  Blata 
of  painful  suspense.  But  the  next  steamer  from  Europe 
brought  full  details  of  tbe  lamentable  event.  It  appeared  that 
in  a  momentary  fit  of  mental  aberration  he  had  died  by  hia 
own  liand,  on  the  night  of  December  23d,  1856.  The  cause 
was  over  much  brain-work.  He  bad  been  long  and  incessantly 
engaged  in  preparing  the  present  work  for  the  press,  when, 
just  as  he  had  given  the  last  touches  to  the  eloquent,  the  im- 
mortal record,  reason  abandoned  her  throne,  and  in  the  brief 
interregnum,  that  great  light  of  science  was  quenched  forever, 

The  event  cnii^d  universal  lamentation  throughout  tha 
British  Isles.    It  was  treated  as  a  public  calamity.    The  British 


8  MEMORIALS    OF    HUGH    MILLER. 

press,  from  the  London  Times  to  the  remotest  provincial  news- 
paper, gave  expression  to  the  general  sorrow  in  strains  of  un- 
wonted eloquence ;  and  in  so  doing  recounted  his  great  services 
to  the  cause  of  science,  and  paid  homage  to  his  genius. 

Some  of  the  articles  which  the  event  thus  called  forth  have 
seemed  to  the  American  publishers  worthy  of  preservation, 
from  the  authentic  facts  which  they  embody,  the  judgments 
which  they  express,  and  the  literary  excellence  by  which 
they  are  marked.  They  have  therefore  determined  to  print 
them  in  connection  with  this  work  as  permanent  MemorialSs 
of  its  distinguished  and  lamented  author. 

The  first  piece  appeared  in  the  Edinburgh  Witness  of  Decem- 
ber 27th,  1856, — the  paper  of  which  Mr.  Miller  had  been  the 
editor  from  its  establishment  in  1840.  It  presents  an  authen- 
tic account  of  the  circumstances  attending  his  death,  and  is 
understood  to  be  from  the  pen  of  the  Rev.  William  Hanna, 
L.L.  D.,  the  son-in-law  and  biographer  of  Dr.  Chalmers,  and 
sometime  editor  of  the  North  British  Review. 

In  the  beUef  that  nothing  touching  the  character  and  memory  of 
such  a  man  can  be  regarded  with  other  than  the  deepest  interest, 
the  friends  of  Mr.  Hugh  Miller  have  thought  it  due  at  once  to 
his  great  name  and  to  the  cause  of  truth,  to  lay  fully  before  the 
public  a  statement  of  the  most  mournful  circumstances  under  which 
he  has  departed  from  this  life.  For  some  months  past  his  over- 
tasked intellect  had  given  evidence  of  disorder.  He  became  the 
prey  of  false  or  exaggerated  alarms.  He  fancied  —  if,  indeed,  it 
was  a  fancy  —  that  occasionally,  and  for  brief  intervals,  his  faculties 
(juite  failed  him,  —  that  his  mind  broke  down.  He  was  engaged  at 
this  time  with  a  treatise  on  the  "  Testimony  of  the  Rocks,"  upon 
which  he  was  putting  out  all  his  strength,  —  working  at  his  top- 
most pitch  of  intensity.  That  volume  will  in  a  few  weeks  be  in  the 
hands  of  many  of  our  readers ;  and  while  they  peruse  it  with  the 
saddened  impression  that  his  intellect  and  genius  poured  out  their 
latest  treasures  in  its  composition,  they  will  search  through  it  in  vain 
for  the  slightest  evidence  of  feebleness  or  decaying  power,  ll^itljor 
let  us  anticipate  the  general  verdict  that  will  be  pronounced  upon 
«t,  and  speak  of  it  as  one  of  the  ablest  of  all  his  writings.  But  he 
wrought  at  it  too  eagerly.    Hours  afrer  midnight  the  light  was  seen 
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to  glimmer  through  the  window  of  that  room  which  within  the  same 
eventful  week  was  to  witness  the  close  of  the  volume,  and  the  close 
of  the  writer's  life.  This  overworking  of  the  brain  began  to  tell 
upon  his  mental  health.  He  had  alwa3r8  been  somewhat  moodily 
apprehensive  of  being  attacked  by  footpads,  and  had  carried  loaded 
firearms  about  his  person.  Latterly,  having  occasion  sometimes  to 
return  to  Portobello  from  Edinburgh  at  unseasonable  hours,  he  had 
furnished  himself  with  a  revolver.  But  now,  to  all  his  old  fears  as 
to  attacks  upon  his  person,  there  was  added  an  exciting  and  over- 
mastering impression  that  his  house,  and  especially  that  Museum, 
the  fruit  of  so  much  care,  which  was  contained  in  a  separate  outer 
building,  were  exposed  to  the  assault  of  burglars.  He  read  all  the 
recent  stories  of  house  robberies.  He  believed  that  one  night,  lately, 
an  actual  attempt  to  break  in  upon  his  Museum  had  been  made. 
Visions  of  ticket-of-leave  men,  prowling  about  his  premises,  haunted 
him  by  day  and  by  night  The  revolver,  which  lay  nightly  near 
him,  was  not  enough;  a  broad-bladed  daggei;  was  kept  beside  it; 
whilst  behind  him,  at  his  bed  head,  a  claymore  stood  ready  at  hand. 
A  week  or  so  ago,  a  new  and  more  aggravated  feature  of  cerebral 
disorder  showed  itself  in  sudden  and  singular  sensations  in  his  head. 
They  came  only  after  lengthened  intervals.  They  did  not  last 
long,  but  were  intensely  violent  The  terrible  idea  that  his  brain 
was  deeply  and  hopelessly  diseased,  —  that  his  mind  was  on  the 
verge  of  ruin, — took  hold  of  him,  and  stood  out  before  his  eye  in  all 
that  appalling  magnitude  in  which  such  an  imagination  as  his  alone 
could  picture  it.  It  was  mostly  at  night  that  these  wild  paroxysms 
of  the  brain  visited  him ;  but  up  till  last  Monday  he  had  spoken  of 
them  to  no  one.  A  friend  who  had  a  long  conversation  with  him 
on  the  Thursday  of  last  week,  never  enjoyed  an  interview  more,  or 
remembers  him  in  a  more  genial  mood.  On  the  Saturday  forenoon 
another  friend  from  Edinburgh  found  him  in  the  same  happy  frame. 
As  was  his  wont  when  with  an  old  friend  with  whom  he  felt  particu- 
larly at  ease,  he  read  or  recited  some  favorite  passages,  repeating,  on 
this  occai«ion,  with  great  emphasis,  that  noble  prayer  of  John  Knox,* 
which,  he  told  his  friend,  it  had  been  his  frequent  custom  to  repeat 
privately  during  the  days  of  the  Disruption.  On  the  forenoon  of 
Sunday  last  he  worshipped  in  the  Free  Church  at  Portobello; 
and  in  the  evening  read  a  little  work  which  had  been  put  into  his 
hands,  penning   that  brief  notice  of  it  which  will  be  read  with 

*  The  Prayer  will  be  foand  at  the  end  of  these  MemorialB. 
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melancholy  interest  as  his  last  contribution  to  this  journal.  About 
ten  o'clock  on  Monday  morning  he  took  what  with  him  was  an  alto- 
gether unusual  step.  He  called  on  Dr.  Balfour,  in  FortobcUo,  to 
consult  him  as  to  his  state  of  health.  '*  On  my  asking/'  says  Dr. 
Balfour,  in  a  communication  with  which  we  have  been  favored, 
'^  what  was  the  matter  with  him,  he  replied,  *  My  brain  is  giving 
way.  I  cannot  put  two  thoughts  together  to-day.  I  have  had  a 
dreadful  night  of  it ;  I  cannot  face  another  such.  I  was  impressed 
with  the  idea  that  my  Museum  was  attacked  by  robbers,  and  that  I 
had  got  up,  put  on  my  clothes,  and  gone  out  with  a  loaded  pistol  to 
shoot  them.  Immediately  afler  that  I  became  unconscious.  How 
long  that  continued,  I  cannot  say ;  but  when  I  awoke  in  the  morn- 
ing I  was  trembling  all  over,  and  quite  confused  in  my  brain.  On 
rising  I  felt  as  if  a  stiletto  was  suddenly,  and  as  quickly  as  an  electric 
shock,  passed  tlirough  my  brain  from  front  to  back,  and  left  a  burn- 
ing sensation  on  the  top  of  the  brain  just  below  the  bone.  So  thor- 
oughly convinced  was  I  that  I  must  have  been  out  through  the  night, 
that  I  examined  my  trousers  to  see  if  they  were  wet  or  covered  with 
mud,  but  could  find  none.'  He  further  said,  —  *  I  may  state  that  I 
was  somewhat  similarly  affected  through  tlie  night  twice  last  week, 
and  I  examined  my  trousers  in  the  morning  to  sec  if  I  had  bccMi  out 
Still  the  terrible  sensations  were  not  nearly  so  bad  as  they  were  last 
night ;  and  I  may  further  inform  you,  that  towanls  the  end  of  last 
week,  while  passing  through  the  Exchange  in  Edinburgh,  I  was  seized 
with  such  a  giddiness  that  I  staggered,  and  would,  I  think,  have 
fallen,  had  I  not  gone  into  an  c.itry,  where  I  leaned  against  the 
wall,  and  became  quite  unconsci  jus  for  some  seconds.' "  Dr.  Bal- 
four stated  his  opinion  of  the  case ;  told  him  that  he  was  over-work- 
ing hij  brain,  and  agreed  to  call  on  him  on  the  following  day  to  make 
a  fuller  examination.  Meanwhile  the  quick  eye  of  affection  had 
noticed  that  there  was  something  wrong,  and  on  Monday  forenoon 
Mrs.  Miller  came  up  to  Edinburgh  to  express  her  anxiety  to  Pro- 
fessor Miller,  and  request  that  he  would  see  her  husband.  *'  I  ar- 
ranged," says  Professor  Miller,  "to  meet  Dr.  Ballbur  at  Shrub 
Mount  (Mr.  Hugh  Aliller's  house),  on  the  afternoon  of  next  day. 
We  met  accordingly  at  half-past  three  on  Tuesday.  lie  was  a  little 
annoyed  at  Mrs.  Miller's  having  given  me  the  trouble,  as  he  called 
it,  but  received  me  quite  in  his  ordinary'  kind,  friendly  manner. 
We  examined  his  chest  and  found  that  unusually  well ;  but  soon 
we  discovered  that  it  was  head  symptoms  that  made  him  uneasy. 
He  acknowledged  having  been,  night  afler  night,  up  till  very  lato 
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in  the  morning,  working  hard  snd  contintunuly  at  h]«  new  bodr, 
*  which/  with  mach  satisfaction,  he  said,  *I  have  finidied  this  day.' 
He  was  sensible  that  his  head  had  suffered  in  consequence,  as  evi- 
denced in  two  ways:  first,  occasionally  he  felt  as  if  a  very  fine 
poignard  had  been  suddenly  passed  throng  and  through  his  brain. 
The  pain  was  intense,  and  momentarily  followed  by  eonfiision  and 
giddiness,  and  the  sense  of  being  *Yery  drunk,' — unable  to  stand  or 
walk.  He  thought  that  a  period  of  unconsciousness  must  have  fol- 
lowed this, — a  kind  of  swoon,  —  but  he  had  never  fiiUen.  Second, 
what  annoyed  him  most,  however,  was  a  kind  of  nightmare,  which 
for  some  nights  paat  had  rendered  sleep  most  miserable.  It  was  no 
dream,  he  smd ;  be  saw  no  distinct  vision,  and  could  remember  noth^ 
ing  of  what  had  passed  accurately.  It  was  a  sense  of  vague  and 
yet  intense  horror,  with  a  conviction  of  bdng  abroad  in  the  night 
wind,  and  dragged  through  places  as  if  by  some  invisible  power. 
'  Last  night,'  he  said,  *  1  felt  as  if  I  had  been  ridden  by  a  witch  for 
fifty  miles,  and  rose  far  more  wearied  in  mind  and  body  than  when 
I  lay  down.'  So  strong  was  his  conviction  of  having  been  out,  that 
he  had  difficulty  in  persuading  himself  to  the  contrary,  by  carefiilly 
examining  his  clothes  in  the  morning,  to  see  if  they  were  not  wet  or 
dirty;  and  he  looked  inquiringly  and  anxiously  to  his  wife,  asking 
if  she  was  sure  he  had  not  been  out  last  night,  and  walking  in  this 
disturbed  trance  or  dream,  jffis  pulse  was  quiet,  but  tongue  foul. 
The  head  was  not  hot,  but  he  could  not  say  it  was  free  from  pain. 
But  I  need  not  enter  into  professional  details.  Sufiice  it  to  say  that 
we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  he  was  suffering  from  an  over-worked 
mind,  disordering  his  digestive  organs,  enervating  his  whole  frame, 
and  threatening  serious  head  affection.  We  told  him  this,  and  en- 
joined absolute  discontinuance  of  work,  bed  at  eleven,  light  supper 
(he  had  all  his  life  made  that  a  principal  meal),  thinning  the  hair  of 
the  head,  a  warm  qponging-bath  at  bed  time,  &c.  To  all  our  com- 
mands he  readily  promised  obedience,  not  forgetting  the  discontin- 
uance of  neck  rubbing,  to  which  he  had  unfortunately  been  pre- 
vailed to  submit  some  days  before.  For  fully  an  hour  we  talked 
together  on  these  and  other  subjects,  and  I  left  him  with  no  appre- 
hension of  impending  evil,  and  little  doubting  but  that  a  short  time 
of  rest  and  regimen  would  restore  him  to  his  wonted  vigor."  It  was 
a  cheerful  hour  that  thus  was  passed,  and  his  wife  and  family  par- 
took of  the  hopeful  feeling  with  which  his  kind  friend.  Professor 
Miller,  had  parted  with  him.  It  was  now  near  the  dinner  hour,  and 
the  servant  entered  the  room  to  spread  the  table.    0he  found  Mr. 
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Miller  in  the  room  alone.  Another  of  the  paroxysms  was  on  him. 
Ills  face  was  such  a  picture  of  horror  that  she  shrunk  in  terror  from 
the  sight  He  flung  himself  on  the  sofa,  and  buried  his  head,  as  if 
in  agony,  upon  the  cushion.  Again,  however,  the  vision  flitted  by, 
and  lefl  him  in  perfect  health.  The  evening  was  spent  quietly  with 
his  family.  During  tea  he  employed 'himself  in  reading  aloud  Cow- 
per's  "  Castaway,"  the  Sonnet  on  "Mary  Unwin,  and  one  of  his  more 
playful  pieces,  for  the  special  pleasure  of  his  children.  Having  cor' 
rected  some  proofi  of  the  forthcoming  volume,  he  went  up  stairs  to 
his  study.  At  the  appointed  hour  he  had  taken  the  bath,  but 
unfortunately  his  natural  and  peculiar  repugnance  to  physic  had 
induced  him  to  leave  untaken  the  medicine  that  had  been  prescribed. 
He  had  retired  into  his  sleeping-room, — a  small  apartment  opening 
out  of  his  study,  and  which,  for  some  time  past,  in  conaderation  of 
the  delicate  state  of  his  wife's  health,  and  the  irregularity  of  his  own 
hours  of  study,  he  occupied  at  night  alone, — and  lain  sometime 
upon  the  bed.  The  horrible  trance,  more  horrible  than  ever,  must 
have  returned.  All  that  can  now  be  known  of  what  followed  is  to 
be  gathered  from  the  facts,  that  next  morning  his  body,  half  dressed, 
was  found  lying  lifeless  on  the  floor,  the  feet  upon  the  study  rug,  the 
chest  pierced  with  the  ball  of  the  revolver  pistol,  which  was  found 
lying  in  the  bath  that  stood  close  by.*  The  deadly  bullet  had  perfor- 
ated the  left  lung,  grazed  the  heart,  cut  through  the  pulmonary 

The  same  revolyer  proved  to  be  the  instrament  of  death  to  another  person, 
two  days  after.  The  oircnmstances  are  thus  related  in  the  Edinburgh  WUtuss  of 
December  27 :  >- 

**  A  most  melancholy  event,  arising  oat  of  the  following  circumstances,  occurred 
yesterday  in  the  shop  of  Mr.  Thomson,  gtmmaker.  In  the  beginning  of  July,  last 
year,  Mr.  Hngh  Miller  bought  a  siX'Shot  revolving  chamber  pistol,  size  of  ball 
ninety-two  to  the  pound,  Arom  the  late  Arm  of  Messrs.  Alexander  Thomson  &  Son, 
gnnmakers,  16  Union  Place.  A  few  days  after,  he  called  and  said  he  thought  it 
a  little  stiif  in  its  workings,  and  got  it  made  to  revolve  more  readily.  The  pistol 
has  not  been  seen  by  Mr.  Thomson  since  then ;  but  in  his  absence  a  few  minutes 
at  dinner  yesterday,  Proibssor  Miller  called  about  twenty  minutes  from  two,  and 
asked  Mr.  Thomson's  foreman  how  many  of  the  six  shots  had  been  fired.  He 
added,  *  Mind,  it  is  loaded.*  The  foreman,  instead  of  removing  the  breech  or 
chamber  to  examine  it,  had  incautiously  turned  the  pistol  entire  towards  his  own 
person,  and  lifting  up  the  hammer  with  his  fingers,  while  he  counted  the  remain- 
ing loaded  chambers,  he  must  have  slipped  his  fingers  while  the  pistol  was  turned 
to  his  own  head.  It  exploded,  and  the  ball  lodging  in  the  angle  of  his  right  eye, 
be  fell  back  a  lifeless  corpse.  The  pistol  is  a  bolted  one,  which  permits  of  being 
carried  loaded  with  perfect  safety.  Having  been  wet  internally,  rust  may  have 
stopped  the  action  of  the  bolt  It  is  a  singular  fkct  that  Hugh  Miller  dropped  the 
pistol  into  the  bath,  where  it  remained  for  several  hours.  This  may  account  for 
the  apparent  Inotvttoa  of  Mr.  Thomson's  foreman.'* 
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artery  at  its  root,  and  lo'lgcd  in  the  rib  in  the  right  side.  •  Death 
must  liave  been  instantaneous.  The  servant  by  whom  the  body  was 
first  discovered,  acting  with  singular  discretion,  gave  no  alarm,  but 
went  instantly  in  search  of  the  doctor  and  minister ;  and  on  the 
latter  the  melancholy  duty  was  devolved  of  breaking  the  fearful 
intelligence  to  that  now  broken-hearted  widow,  over  whose  bitter 
sorrow  it  becomes  us  to  draw  the  veil.  The  body  was  lifted  and 
laid  upon  the  bed.  We  saw  it  there  a  few  hours  afterwards.  The 
head  lay  back  sideways  on  the  pillow.  There  was  the  masave  brow, 
the  firmnset,  manly  features,  we  had  so  often  looked  upon  admiringly, 
just  as  we  had  lately  seen  them, — no  touch  nor  trace  upon  them  of 
disease,  — notliing  but  that  overspread  pallor  of  death  to  distinguish 
them  from  what  they  had  been.  But  the  expression  of  that  counte- 
nance in  death  will  live  in  our  memory  forever.  Death  by  gunshot 
wounds  is  said  to  leave  no  trace  of  sufiering  behind ;  and  never  was 
there  a  face  of  the  dead  freer  from  ail  shadow  of  pain,  or  grief,  or 
conflict,  than  that  of  our  dear  departed  friend.  And  as  we  bent 
over  it,  and  remembered'  the  troubled  look  it  sometimes  had  in  lifb, 
and  thought  what  must  have  been  the  sublimely  terrific  expression 
that  it  wore  at  the  moment  when  the  fatal  deed  was  done,  we  could 
not  help  thinking  that  it  lay  there  to  tell  us,  in  that  expression  of 
unrufHed,  majestic  repose  that  sat  upon  every  feature,  what  we  so 
assuredly  believe,  that  the  spirit  had  passed  through  a  terrible  torna- 
do, in  which  reason  had  been  broken  down ;  but  that  it  had  made 
the  great  passage  in  safety,  and  stood  looking  back  to  us,  in  humble, 
grateful  triumph,  from  the  other  side. 

On  looking  round  the  room  in  which  the  body  had  been  discov- 
ered, a  folio  sheet  of  paper  was  seen  lying  on  the  table.  On  the 
centre  of  the  page  the  following  lines  were  written, — the  last  which 
that  pen  was  ever  to  trace : — 

"  Dearest  Lydia, — My  brain  boms.  ,1  must  hare  walked;  and 
a  fearful  dream  rises  upon  me.  I  cannot  bear  the  horrible  thought 
God  and  Father  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  have  mercy  upon  me. 
Dearest  Lydia,  dear  children,  farewelL  My  brain  bums  as  the  rec- 
ollection grows.    My  dear,  dear  wife,  farewell." 

Hugh  Miller. 

What  a  legacy  of  love  to  a  broken-hearted  family  I  and  to  us,  and 
all  who  loved  him,  how  pleasing  to  observe,  that  in  that  bewildering 
hour,  when  the  horror  of  that  great  darkness  came  down  upon  that 
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noble  spirit,  and  some  hideous,  shapeless  phantom  overpowered  it, 
and  took  from  it  even  the  capacity  to  discern  the  right  from  the 
wrong,  humility,  and  faith,  and  afiection,  still  kept  their  hold ;  — • 
amid  the  ruins  of  the  intellect,  that  tender  heart  remaining  still  un- 
broken !  These  last  lines  remain  as  the  surest  evidence  of  the  mys- 
terious power  that  laid  his  spirit  prostrate,  and  of  the  noble  elements 
o£  which  that  spirit  was  composed, — humble,  and  reverent,  and  lov" 
ing  to  the  last. 

Yesterday,  at  the  request  of  friends,  and  under  the  authority  ot 
the  Procurator-Fiscal,  a  past  mortem  examination  of  the  body  took 
place.    We  subjoin  the  result :  — 

"  Edinburgh,  December  26,  1856. 

We  hereby  certify,  on  soul  and  conscience,  that  we  have  this  day 

examined  the  body  of  Mr.  Hugh  Miller,  at  Shrub  Mount,  Portobella 

**  The  cause  of  death  we  found  to  be  a  pistol-shot  through  the  IcA 

side  of  the  chest ;  and  this,  we  are  satisfied,  was  inflicted  by  his  own 

hand. 

^*From  the  diseased  appearances  found  in  the  brain,  taken  in 
connection  with  the  history  of  the  case,  we  have  no  doubt  that  the 
act  was  suicidal  under  the  impulse  of  insanity." 

James  Miller,      W.  T.  Gairdner, 
A.  H.  Balfour,     A.  M.  Edwards. 

We  must  ask  to  be  excused  from  attempting  any  analysis  of  Mr. 
Miller's  character  and  genius,  or  any  estimate  of  the  distinguished 
services  he  has  rendered  to  literature,  science,  and  the  Christian 
£uth.  His  loss  is  too  heavy  a  one, — his  removal  has  come  upon  us 
too  suddenly  and  too  awfully  for  mind  or  hand  to  be  steady  enough 
for  such  a  task.  The  voice  of  the  public  press  has  already  told  what 
a  place  he  had  won  for  himself  in  the  admiration  and  affection  of 
his  countrymen ;  and  for  the  delicate  and  tender  way  in  which  the 
manner  of  his  departure  has  universally  been  alluded  to,  were  we 
permitted  to  speak  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Miller's  friends,  we  should 
express  our  deepest  gratitude.  It  is  a  beautifid  and  worthy  tribute 
that  his  brother  journalists  have  rendered  to  the  memory  of  one  who 
was  a  laborer  along  with  them  in  elevating  the  talent  and  tone  of 
our  newspaper  literature. 

As  Free  Churchmen,  however,  it  would  be  unpardonable  were  we 
to  omit  all  reference,  at  such  a  time  as  this,  to  what  he  did  on  behalf 
of  the  church  of  his  adoption.    Dr.  Chalmers  did  not  err  when,  self^ 
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oblivloiu,  he  spake  or  Mr.  Miller,  ns  he  so  often  diil,  as  the  greatett 
Scodrhm&n  alive  after  Sir  Walter  Scott's  death,  and  us  the  man  who 
hvl  done  more  than  all  othen  to  defend  and  make  popnlar  through- 
out the  couDtry  the  non-intnudon  cause.  We  know  well  what  the 
mutual  love  and  veneration  was  of  those  two  great  men  for  one 
another  whilst  living;  and  now  that  both  are  gone,  —  and  hereafter 
wc  believe  still  more  so  than  even  now,  —  their  two  names  will  be 
intertwined  in  the  grateful  and  admiring  remembrance  of  the  minis- 
ters and  mcmbeni  of  the  Free  Chureh.  It  was  the  high  honor  of  the 
writer  of  these  hurried  lines  to  record  the  part  taken  by  his  vener- 
ated irlalive  in  that  great  ccclpsiastical  struggle  which  terminalcd  in 
the  Disruption.  At  that  time  it  was  matter  to  him  of  great  regret 
that,  as  his  olUce  was  (hat  of  the  biographer,  and  not  of  the  histo- 
H.in,  there  did  not  occur  those  natural  opportunities  of  speaking  of 
)  jc  part  taken  by  Mr.  Miller  in  that  struggle,  of  whieh  he  gladly 
would  have  availed  himscll^  And  he  almost  wishes  now  that  he  had 
violittcd  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  his  duly,  in  order  to  create  such 
an  opportunity.  He  fccU  as  if  in  this  he  had  done  tome  injustice  to 
the  dead,  —  an  injustice  which  it  would  gratify  him  beyond  measure 
if  he  could  now  in  any  way  repair,  by  expressing  it  as  liis  own  judg- 
ment, and  the  judgment  of  the  vast  body  of  hb  Church,  thai,  next 
to  the  writings  and  actings  of  Dr.  Chalmers,  the  leading  articles  of 
Mr.  Miller  in  this  journal  did  more  than  anything  else  to  give  the 
Free  Church  the  place  it  holds  in  the  afieclions  of  so  many  of  our 
fel  low-count  rymen. 

But  Hr.  Miller  was  far  more  than  a  Free  Churchman,  and  did  for 
ihe  Christianity  of  his  country  and  the  world  a  far  higher  service 
than  any  which  in  that  simple  character  and  ofSce  was  rendered  by 
him.  There  was  nothing  in  him  of  the  spirit  and  temper  of  the  sec- 
tarian, lie  breathed  too  broad  an  atmosphere  to  live  and  move 
within  such  narrow  bounds.  In  the  heat  of  the  conflict  there  may 
have  been  too  much  occasionally  of  the  partisan ;  and  in  the  pleasure 
that  the  sweep  and  stroke  of  his  intellectual  tomahawk  gave  to  him 
who  wielded  it,  he  may  have  foi^tten  at  times  the  pain  inflicted 
where  it  fell ;  but  let  his  writings  before  and  after  the  Disruption  be 
now  consulted,  and  it  will  be  found  that  it  was  mainly  because  of 
his  firm  belief,  whether  rin:ht  or  wrong,  that  the  interests  of  vital  godli- 
ness were  wrapped  up  in  it,  that  he  took  his  stand,  and  played  his 
conspicuous  part,  in  the  eccleuastical  conflict  It  is  well  known  that 
for  some  time  past, — for  reasons  to  which  it  would  be  altogether  un- 
seasonable to  allude, — he  has  ceased  to  take  any  active  part  in 
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ecclesiastical  affairs.  He  had  retired  even,  in  a  great  measure,  from 
the  field  of  general  literature,  to  devote  himself  to  the  study  of  Ge- 
ology. His  past  labors  in  this  department, —  enough  to  give  him  a 
high  and  honored  place  among  its  most  distinguished  cultivators, — > 
he  looked  upon  but  as  his  training  for  the  great  life-work  he  had 
marked  out  for  himself, — ^the  full  investigation  and  illustration  of  the 
Geology  of  ScoUand.  He  had  large  materials  already  collected  for 
this  work ;  and  it  was  his  intention,  after  completing  that  volume 
which  has  happily  been  left  in  so  finished  a  state,  to  set  himself  to 
their  arrangement  The  friends  of  science  in  many  lands  will  mourn 
over  the  incompleted  project  which,  however  ably  it  may  hereafter 
be  accomplished  by  another,  it  were  vain  to  hope  shall  ever  be  so 
accomplished  as  it  should  have  been  by  one  who  united  in  himself  the 
power  of  accurate  observation,  of  logical  deduction,  of  broad  gen- 
eralization, and  of  pictorial  and  poetic  representation.  But  the 
fiiends  of  Christianity  cannot  regret,  that  since  it  was  the  mysteri- 
ous decree  of  Heaven  that  he  should  prematurely  fall, —  his  i^ork 
as  a  pure  Greologist  not  half  done, — he  should  have  been  led  aside 
by  the  publication  of  the  Vestiges  of  Creation  to  that  track  of  semi- 
theological,  semi-scientific  research  to  which  his  later  studies  and 
later  writings  have  been  devoted.  That,  as  it  now  seems  to  us,  was 
the  great  work  which  it  was  given  him  on  earth  to  do, — to  illustrate 
the  perfect  harmony  of  all  that  science  tells  us  of  the  physical  struc- 
ture and  history  of  our  globe,  with  all  that  the  Bible  tells  of  the 
creation  and  government  of  this  earth  by  and  through  Christ  Jesus 
our  Lord.  The  establishment  and  exhibition  of  that  harmony  was  a 
task  to  which  is  it  too  much  to  say  that  there  was  no  man  living  so 
competent  as  he  ?  We  leave  it  to  the  future  to  declare  how  much 
he  has  done  by  his  writings  to  fulfil  that  task ;  but  mourning,  as  we 
now  can  only  do,  over  his  sad  and  melancholy  death, — to  that  very 
death,  \rith  all  the  tragic  circumstances  that  surround  it,  we  would 
point  as  the  closing  sacrifice  offered  on  the  altar  of  our  faith.  His 
very  intellect,  his  reason,  —  God's  most  precious  gift,  —  a  gift  dearer 
than  life,  —  perished  in  the  great  endeavor  to  harmonize  the  works 
and  word  of  the  Eternal.  A  most  inscrutable  event,  that  such  an 
intellect  should  have  be^n  suffered  to  go  to  wreck  through  too  eager 
a  prosecution  of  such  a  work.  But  amid  the  mystery,  which  we 
cannot  penetrate,  our  love,  and  our  veneration,  and  our  gratitude, 
toward  that  so  highly  gifted  and  truly  Christian  man  shall  only  grow 
the  deeper  because  of  the  cloud  and  the  whirlwind  in  which  he  has 
been  bome  off  fixnn  our  side. 
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On  the  Slst  of  Deo^nbeor,  two  days  afler  the  obsequies 
had  been  performed,  Dr.  Hanna  resumed  the  subject  in  the  fol- 
lowing elevated  strain : 

We  have  still  but  little  heart  to  dilate  on  any  political  or  literary 
topic.  Our  thoughts  can  dwell  on  but  one  thrice  melancholy  event 
Need  we  name  that  event  ?  Alas,  no  1  It  had  occurred  but  a  few 
hours  when  the  tidings  of  it  struck  our  city  with  stunning,  stupefying, 
and  deeply  saddening  blow.  It  has  already  thrilled  our  whole  land ; 
and  is  on  its  way,  through  a  hundred  channels,  to  the  west,  to  the 
east,  and  to  the  south,  carrying  with  it  mourning  and  lamentation 
throughout  the  vast  area  which  is  covered  by  the  language  in  which 
Hugh  Mller  wrote.  Writing,  as  it  were,  amid  the  deep  shadows  of 
the  funeral  chamber,  and  brought  in  a  manner  into  the  very  pres- 
ence of  the  dead,  we  are  made  strongly  to  feel,  and  we  daresay  our 
readers  to  a  large  extent  will  feel,  too,  the  nothingness  of  those  dis- 
cusnons  which  usually  occupy  and  engross  men.  The  weightiest 
matter  that  ever  occupied  the  wisdom  of  cabinet  or  the  pen  of  jour- 
nalist appears  verily  but  Aeeting  and  transitory,  when  brought  thus 
into  prominent  contrast  with  the  awful  realities  of  human  existence 
and  destiny ;  and  it  is  only  when  reflection  shows  us  that  these  mat- 
ters are  yet  parts  of  a  grand  Providential  scheme,  embracing  man's 
happiness  now,  and  entering  deeply  into  the  question  of  his  future 
and  eternal  well-being,  that  we  can  see  in  them  that  amount  of  sig- 
nificance and  importance  which  they  really  possess. 

From  the  firmament  of  British  literature  and  science  a  great  light 
has  departed.  But  yesterday  we  rejoiced  in  its  beams,  and  now  it 
has  set  all  suddenly  and  forever ;  and  to  us  there  remains  but  the 
melancholy  task  of  bewailing  its  departure,  and  tracing  very  hastily 
and  imperfectly  its  track.  The  intellectual  powers  of  Hugh  Ikiiller 
had  certainly  not  declined.  He  was  marked  to  the  very  last  by  ihat 
wonderful  robustness  of  mind  which  had  characterized  him  all 
through  life.  His  sense  was  as  manly,  his  judgment  as  sound  and 
comprehensive,  his  penetration  as  discriminating  and  deep,  his  im- 
agination as  vigorous  and  bold,  and  his  taste  as  pure  and  trusty,  as 
they  had  ever  been.  The  whole  of  his  great  powers  were  found 
working  together  up  to  the  last  week  of  his  earthly  career,  with  their 
usually  calm,  noiseless  strength,  and  finely  balanced  and  exquisitely 
toned  harmony.  We  have  evidence  of  this  fact  under  his  own  hand 
in  recent  numbers  of  the  Witness.     His  last  two  articles  were,  the 

one  on  Russia,  and  the  other  on  our  modem  poets.    The  former,  — 
2* 
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that  on  the  resources  of  the  Russian  empire, — is  characterized  by 
the  same  wide  range  of  thinking,  the  same  skill  in  analysis,  and  the 
same  power  of  grouping  and  arranging  details,  and  making  them  to 
throw  light  on  some  great  principle,  which  usually  marked  and  noti- 
fied his  hand  when  employed  on  such  subjects.  The  latter,  —  that 
on  the  poets,  —  is  rich  and  genial  as  usual,  betokening  a  full  and 
unclouded  recollection  of  all  his  early  reading  in  that  department  of 
our  literature,  abounding  in  the  finest  touches  of  pathos  and  beauty, 
and  redolent  with  a  most  generous  sympathy  with  kindred  genius. 
It  is  not  inconsistent  with  what  we  have  now  stated,  and  it  is  the  fact, 
that  latterly  the  inroads  of  disease,  which  had  entrenched  itself  deep- 
ly in  a  constitution  originally  strong,  and  which  kept  steadily  ad- 
vancing upon  the  vital  powers,  had  come  so  near  the  seat  of  the 
mind,  that  for  short  intervals  the  noble  spirit  was  sadly  beclouded, 
and  it^  moral  and  intellectual  action  momentarily  suspended.  But, 
apart  from  this,  there  seemed  ground  to  believe  that  there  was  yet 
before  Mr.  Miller  much  honorable  and  noble  labor.  The  strong; 
man,  after  all  his  tasks,  appeared  to  be  still  strong.  His  powers 
were  mellowing  into  richness  and  calm,  matured  strength ;  his  con- 
ceptions of  great  principles  were  growing  yet  wider ;  his  store  of 
facts,  literary  as  well  as  scientific,  was  accumulating  with  every  busy 
and  laborious  year  tluit  passed  over  him ;  and  there  did  seem  ground 
to  cxi>ect  from  his  pen,  unrivalled  among  his  contemporaries  i^n  its 
exquisite  purity  and  calm  power,  many  a  deep  thoughted  article,  and 
many  a  profoundly  reasoned  and  richly  illustrated  volume.  We 
looked  to  him  for  the  solution  of  many  a  dark  question  in  science ; 
and  we  certainly  hoped,  from  that  fine  union  of  science  and  theol- 
ogy which  dwelt  in  him  above  all  men,  for  a  yet  fuller  and  more 
complete  adjustment  of  the  two  great  records  of  Creation,  —  that  of 
the  Rocks,  and  that  of  Moses.  But  alas !  all  these  hopes  have  sud- 
denly failed  us.  It  seemed  right  otherwise  to  the  Great  Disposer  of 
all.     H41  has  said  to  his  faithful  servant,  "  Enough." 

Let  us  look  back  upon  that  work.  We  by  no  means  aim  at  giving 
a  calm,  well  weighed,  and  deeply  pondered  estimate  of  it,  but  only 
such  a  glance  as  the  circumstances  permit  and  require.  His  great 
and  special  work  was  his  advocacy  of  the  principles  of  the  Free 
Church.  Mr.  Miller  was  par  excellence  thie  popular  expounder  and 
defender  of  these  principles,  whether  in  their  embryotic  state  in  the 
Non-Intrusion  party,  or  as  embodied  in  the  fiilly  developed  and 
completely  emancipated  Free  Protesting  Church  of  Scotland.  For 
this  service,  in  connection  with  which  be  would  have  best  liked  to  be 
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remembered,  as  he  best  deserved  it,  he  had  uneonsciouslj  been  un- 
dergoing a  course  of  preparation  even  when  a  boy.    Ho  himself  has 
told  us  with  what  eagerness  he  devoured,  at  that  period  of  life,  the 
legendarj'  histories  of  Wallace  and  Bruce ;  and  the  occupation  had 
its  use.     It  gave  him  a  capacity  for  admiring  what  was  great  though 
perilous  in  exploit,  and  for  truly  and  largely  8}'mpathizing  with  what, 
was  patriotic  and  self-sacrificing  in  character;  and  so  it  created  a 
groundwork  for  his  own  future  thinking  and  iwting.     The  admira- 
tion he  then  bore  to  these  earliest  of  our  "  Scottish  Worthies,"  who 
vindicated  on  Bannockbum,  and  kindred  fields,  Scodand's  right  to 
be  an  independent  and  free  country,  he  afterwards  transferred  to 
our  later  "  Worthies,"  whom  he  revered  as  greater  still.    Not  that  he 
ever  lost  his  admiration  of  the  former,  or  ceased  to  value  the  incal- 
culable services  they  rendered  to  the  Scottish  nation ;  but  that  he 
regarded  Knox  and  Melville  as  men  occupying  a  yet  higher  plat^ 
form,  —  as  gifted  with  a  yet  deeper  insight  into  their  countiy's 
wants,  —  as,  in  short,  carrj'ing  forward  and  consummating  the  glo- 
rious task  which  Wallace  and  Bruce  had  but  begun.     He  saw  that 
unless  our  reformers  had  come  after  our  heroes,  planting  schools, 
founding  colleges,  and,  above  all,  imparting  to  their  countrymen  a 
scriptural  and  rational  faith,   in  vain   had  Bruce  unsheathed  his 
sword,  —  in  vain  had  Wallace  laid  down  his  life.     Wallace  and 
Bruce  had  created  an  independent  country ;  Knox  and  Melville  had 
created  an  independent  people.    They  were  the  creators  of  the  Scot- 
tish nation,  —  the  real  enfranchisers  of  our  people;  and  it  was  this 
that  taught  Mr.  Miller  to  venerate  these  men  so  profoundly,  and  that 
made  him  in  his  inmost  soul  a  devoted  follower,  and  to  the  utmost 
extent  of  his  great  faculties  a  defender,  of  their  cause.    He  was  a 
soldier  from  love,  —  pure,  heroic,  chivalrous  devotion  soaring  infi- 
nitely above  the  partisan.     He  saw  that  the  Church  of  Scotland 
was  the  creator  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  people  of  Scot- 
land, —  that  she  was  the  grand  palladium  of  the  country's  liberties, — 
that  while^he  stood  an  independent  and  free  institution,  the  people 
stood  an  independent  and  free  nation,  —  and  that  bonds  to  her  meant 
slavery  to  them.     Therefore  did  he  gird  on  the  sword  when  he  saw 
peril  gathering  around  her.     The  privileges,  —  the  entire  standing 
of  the  common  people,  as  given  them  by  the  Reformation,  —  he  saw 
to  be  in  danger :   he  was  "  one  of  themselves ; "  and  he  felt  and 
fought  as  if  almost  the  quarrel  had  been  a  personal  one,  and  the 
question  at  issue  his  own  liberty  or  slavery.     How  richly  equipped 
and  nobly  armed  he  came  into  Ihe  field,  we  need  not  here  state. 
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What  fulness  yet  precision  of  ecclesiastical  lore,  —  what  strength 
and  conclusiveness  of  argument,  —  what  flashes  of*  humor,  wit,  and 
sarcasm,  —  and  in  what  a  luminous  yet  profoundly  philosophical 
light  did  he  set  the  great  principles  involved  in  the  controversy, 
making  them  patent  in  the  very  cottages  of  our  land,  and  so  fixing 
them  in  the  understandings  of  the  very  humblest  of  our  people,  that 
they  never  afterwards  couM  be  either  misunderstood  or  forgotten  ! 
It  was  thus  that  the  way  was  prepared  for  the  great  result  of  the 
18th  of  May,  1843. 

Of  Mr.  Miller,  as  a  man  of  science  and  a  public  journalist,  we 
cannot  speak  at  present  at  any  length.  In  him  the  love  of  science 
was  deeply  seated  and  early  developed.  Tlie  first  arena  on  which 
he  appcaretl  —  obscure  and  humble  as  it  was  —  afforded  him  special 
opportunities  of  initiating  himself  into  what  to  him  was  then,  and 
continued  ever  afterwards  to  be,  a  most  fascinating  study.  The  study 
of  geology  was  eagerly  prosecuted  amid  the  multifarious  duties,  and 
during  the  brief  pauses,  of  a  busy  life.  Several  original  discoveries 
rewarded  his  patient  and  lalwrious  investigations.  He  succeeded  at 
length  in  placing  his  name  in  the  first  rank  of  British  scientific  think- 
ers and  writers.  Ilis  works  are  characterized  by  a  fine  union  of 
strict  science,  classic  diction,  and  enchanting  description,  which  rises 
not  unfrequently  into  the  loftiest  vein  of  poetry.  The  fruits  of  his 
researches  were  ever  made  to  bear  upon  the  defence  and  elucidation 
of  the  Oracles  of  Truth.  Our  common  Christianity  owes  much  to 
his  pen.  'Viewing  him  as  a  journalist,  Mr.  Miller  not  only  excelled 
in  article  writing,  —  the  most  difficult  of  all  kinds  of  composition, — 
but,  as  will  be  generally  admitted,  he  has  introduced  a  new  era  into 
newspaper  writing.  If  the  moral  tone  of  our  newspaper  press  is 
higher  now  than  it  was  twenty-five  years  ago,  we  have  Mr.  Miller  in 
large  degree  to  thank  for  it ;  and  to  him,  too,  is  to  be  traced  that 
purer  style  and  more  philosophic  spirit  which  begins  to  be  discern- 
ible in  the  columns  of  our  public  journals. 

But  the  character  in  which  his  personal  friends  will  deplore  him 
most,  and  will  most  frequently  recall  his  memory,  will  be  that  of  the 
man.  How  meek  and  gentle  he  was !  —  how  unpretending  and  mod- 
est, even  as  a  very  child!  —  how  true  and  steady  in  friendship!  — 
how  wise  and  playful  his  mirth !  —  how  ripened  and  chastened  his 
wisdom !  —  how  ready  to  counsel !  —  how  willing  to  oblige !  —  how 
generous  and  large  his  sympathies !  No  little  jealousies,  no  fretful 
tnvyings,  had  he !  Even  in  opposition,  how  noble  and  manly  was 
ke :  if  a  powerful,  he  was  a  fair  and  open  antagonist ;  and  whatever 
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liard  blows  were  dealt,  they  were  dealt  in  his  own  journal.  AVe 
have  seen  him  in  various  moods  and  in  all  circumstances ;  but  never 
did  we  hear  him  utter  an  unkind  or  disparaging  word  of  man.  He 
was,  too,  a  rincere  and  humble  Christian ;  and  the  lively  faith  which 
he  cherished  in  the  adorable  Redeemer  and  his  all-efficacious  sacri- 
fice, bore  abundantly  its  good  fruits  in  a  life  including  no  ordinary 
variety  of  condition  and  trial,  and  running  on  to  such  term  as  to 
make  abundantly  manifest  what  manner  of  man  he  was. 

The  article  which  follows  is  from  the  Edinburgh  News,  It 
is  evidently  from  the  pen  of  one  who  was  intimately  acquainted 
with  Hugh  Miller,  and  is  worthy  of  attention,  not  only  for  its 
eloquent  and  discriminating  notices  of  his  works,  but  also  for 
its  statements  respecting  his  great  designs,  never,  alas,  to  be 
accomplished. 

It  is  not  many  months  since  we  chronicled  the  death  of  the  great- 
.  est  of  living  Scotsmen,  and  the  prince  of  modern  philosophers  — 
Sir  William  Hamilton.  These  last  few  days  have  bereft  us  of  an- 
other of  our  countrymen  not  less  illustrious,  and  known  all  over  the 
world  as  one  of  the  princes  of  geology.  We  cannot  well  estimate 
the  loss  which  society  sustains  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Miller.  He  occu- 
pied a  foremost  place  among  us,  and  there  is  none  on  whom  his  man- 
tle can  fall.  In  the  world  of  letters  his  name  takes  high  rank,  for 
undoubtedly  he  was  one  of  the  ablest  writers  in  our  literature. 
Who  can  have  read  without  delight  his  manly,  vigorous  language, 
soaring  sometimes  into  the  highest  eloquence,  anon  plunging  into 
t^e  depths  of  metaphysical  argument,  or  grappling  with  the  dry  tech- 
nicalities of  science,  yet  ever  rolling  along  with  the  same  easy,  on- 
ward flow  ?  His  style  has  all  the  charm  of  Goldsmith's  sweetness, 
with  the  infusion  of  a  rich  vigor  that  gives  it  an  air  of  great  origi- 
nality. He  is  one  of  the  few  writers  who  have  successfully  conjoined 
the  graces  of  literature  with  the  formal  details  of  science,  and  whose 
works  are  perused  for  their  literary  excellences,  independently  al- 
together of  their  scientific  merit  His  writings  will  ever  be  regarded 
amons  the  classics  of  the  Enjrlish  lanmia^i^e.     For  obvious  reasons 
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we  pass  over  his  editorial  labors.  It  is  on  the  republic  of  science 
that  his  death  will  fall  most  heavily.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that 
he  has  done  more  to  popularize  his  favorite  department  than  any 
other  writer      Of  all  geological  works,  liis  enjoy,  perhaps,  the  widest 


22  MEMOBIALS    OF    HUGH    MILLER. 

circulation  —  not  in  this  country,  merely,  but  all  over  the  world,  and 
especially  in  the  United  States.  His  reputation,  however,  docs  not 
rest  solely  on  his  standing  as  an  exponent  of  science  to  the  people ; 
he  was  himself  an  original  and  accurate  observer.  When  the  infant 
science  of  geology  was  battling  for  existence  against  the  opposing 
phalanx  of  united  Christendom,  Hugh  Miller,  then  a  mere  lad,  was 
quietly  working  as  a  stone-mason  in  the  north  of  Scotland,  and  em- 
ploying his  leisure  time  among  the  fossil  fishes  of  the  Old  Red  Sand- 
stone, and  the  ammonites  and  the  belemnites  of  the  Lias,  that 
abound  in  the  neighborhood  of  Cromarty.  As  years  rolled  slowly 
away,  he  continued  his  observations,  and  when  at  length,  in  1841, 
the  results  were  given  to  the  world  in  his  well  known  "  Old  Red 
Sandstone,"  every  one  was  charmed  with  the  novelty  and  beauty  of 
the  style,  and  hb  reputation  as  a  writer  was  at  once  established. 
Men  of  science,  however,  though  acknowledging  the  graphic  and 
elegant  diction  of  his  descriptions,  had  some  doubts  as  to  their  tnith- 
fulness.  Indeed,  by  some  geologists  they  were  cast  aside  as  fanciful, 
and  other  restorations  of  the  Old  Red  fishes  were  proposed  and 
adopted.  Those  who  are  acquainted  with  Old  Red  ichthyolites, 
or  who  have  had  the  pleasure  of  examining  the  exquisite  series  in  ^Ir. 
Miller's  collection,  may  well  smile  at  the  absurdity  of  the  restora- 
tions that  were  adopted.  "Yet  some  of  these  found  their  way  into  a 
work  of  no  little  popularity,  —  Mantcll's  "  Medals  of  Creation.'*  It 
b  sufficient  to  state  that  the  drawings  there  given  bear  no  resem- 
blan(*e  to  anything  in  the  heavens  above  or  on  the  earth  beneath,  or 
in  the  waters  under  the  earth,  nor  to  any  fossil  oi^nism  that  has 
ever  been  discovered.  At  length  the  progress  of  investigation  le  I 
to  the  discarding  of  these  monstrosities,  and  Miller's  restorations 
were  returned  to,  as,  after  all,  the  true  ones.  "  The  Old  Red  Sand- 
stone "  formed  an  era  in  the  history  of  fossil  geology.  That  forma- 
tion had  hitherto  been  regarded  as  well  nigh  barren  of  organic 
remains ;  but  ]Mr.  Miller  demonstrated  that  it  contains  at  least  three 
successive  stages,  each  characterized  by  a  suite  of  uncouth  and  hith- 
erto unknown  fishes.  A  few  years  later  he  published  his  "  Foot- 
prints of  the  Creator."  This  is  undoubtedly  his  chef-tTceuvre,  exhibit- 
ing, as  it  does,  the  full  powers  of  his  massive  intellect  and  his  poetic 
imagination.  As  a  piece  of  scientific  investigation  and  research,  it 
is  of  a  yery  high  order ;  as  a  reply  to  the  crudities  of  the  develop- 
ment theory,  it  is  unanswerable ;  and  as  a  contribution  to  our  pliy.-- 
ico-theological  literature,  it  ranks,  with  Chalmers'  "  Astronomical 
Lectures,"  among  the  finest  in  this  or  any  other  language.     Some 
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of  tlie  ideas  are  as  profound  as  tbey  are  original,  opening  up  a  new 
6eld  of  thought,  which  it  was  doubtless  the  intention  of  tlie  deceased 
himself  to  cultivate.  His  published  works,  however,  contain  but  a 
fraction  of  the  labors  of  his  lifetime.  For  many  years  past  he  has 
been  one  of  the  most  energetic  members  of  the  Royal  Physical  So- 
ciety, at  whose  meetings  he  from  time  to  time  niade  known  the  prog- 
ress of  his  researches.  Were  these  papers  collected,  they  would  form 
several  goodly  volumes.  But  their  author  studiously  refrained  from 
publishing  them,  save  occasionally  in  the  columns  of  the  Witness 
newspaper..  It  was  his  intention  that  they  should  each  form  a  part 
of  the  great  work  of  his  life,  to  which  for  many  years  his  leisure 
moments  had  been  devoted.  His  design  was  to  combine  the  results 
of  all  his  labors  among  the  different  rock  fonnations  of  Scotland  into 
one  grand  picture  of  the  geological  history  of  our  country.  For  this 
end  he  had  explored  a  large  part  of  the  Scottish  counties,  anxious  that 
his  statements  should  rest  as  far  as  possible  upon  the  authority  of  his 
own  personal  investigations.  Ills  knowledge  of  the  geology  of  the 
country  was  thus  far  more  extensive  than  was  generally  supposed. 
We  may  refer  particularly  to  that  branch  of  it  on  which  he  bestowed 
the  unremitted  attention  of  his  closing  years,  —  the  palaiontological 
history  of  the  glacial  beds,  —  that  strange  and  as  yet  almost  unknown 
period  that  ushered  in  the  existing  creation.  He  studied  it  minutely 
along  the  shores  of  the  IVIoray  Frith,  on  the  east  coast  of  SvOtland, 
along  the  shores  of  Fife  and  the  Lothians,  and  on  the  coast  of  Ayr- 
shire and  the  Frith  of  Clyde.  This  last  summer  he  made  a  tour 
through  the  centre  of  the  island,  and  obtained  boreal  shells  at  Buch- 
lyvie  in  Stirlingshire,  —  the  omphalos  of  Scotland.  The  importance 
of  this  discovery,  in  connection  with  those  he  had  previously  made 
in  following  out  the  same  chain  of  evidence,  can  only  be  appreciated 
by  those  who  have  paid  some  attention  to  geology.  We  may  state 
briefly  that  it  proves  the  central  area  of  Scotland  to  have  been  sub- 
merged beneath  an  icy  sea,  and  icebergs  to  have  grated  along  over 
what  is  now  the  busy  valley  of  the  Forth  and  Clyde,  while  the 
waters  were  tenanted  by  sheUs  at  present  found  only  in  the  Northern 
Ocean.  A  large  part  of  his  work  is  written,  though  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  much  knowledge,  amassed  in  the  course  of  its  preparation,  has 
perished  with  him.  In  particular,  there  were  whole  sections  of  his 
Museum  understood  only  by  himself.  Every  little  fragment  had  its 
story,  and  contributed  its  quota  of  evidence  to  the  truth  of  his 
descriptions.  There  is,  perhaps,  but  another  mind  in  Britain, — 
that  of  Sir  Philip  Egcrton,  —  that  can  catch  up  the  thread,  and  read 
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off,  though  with  difficulty,  the  meaning  of  those  carefully  arranged 
fragments.  Yet,  even  with  such  aid,  much  must  long,  if  not  forever, 
remain  dark  and  obscure.  The  work  on  which  he  was  more  ioune- 
diately  engaged  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  partly  theological,  partly 
scientific.  It  was  to  embrace  the  substance  of  some  lectures  lately 
delivered,  and  a  paper  read  last  year  before  the  British  Association 
at  Glasgow  on  the  fossil  plants  collected  by  himself  from  the  Oolite 
and  Old  Re:l  Sandstone  of  Scotland.  It  was  likewise  to  contain  the 
figures  of  some  thirty  or  forty  hitherto  undescribed  species  of  vege- 
tables. We  hope  that,  as  it  was  all  but  ready  for  publication,  it  may 
yet  be  given  to  the  world. 

The  name  of  Hugh  Miller  will  ever  stand  forth  as  synonymous 
with  all  that  is  honest  and  manly ;  as  the  impersonation  of  moral 
courage  and  indomitable  energy ;  as  the  true  ideal  of  a  self-educated 
man.  From  the  humblest  sphere  of  life,  and  from  the  toils  of  a 
stone-mason's  apprentice,  without  means,  without  friends,  without 
other  than  the  most  rudimentary  education,  he  rose,  by  his  own 
unaided  and  unwearied  exertions,  to  fill  one  of  the  brightest  pages 
in  the  annals  of  our  country.  And  when,  in  future  years,  an  exam- 
ple is  sought  of  unconquerable  perseverance,  of  fearless  integrity, 
and  of  earnest,  ceaseless  activity,  the  voice  of  universal  approbation 
shall  proclaim  —  "  the  stone-mason  of  Cromurty."  We  have  spoken 
of  this  mournful  event  only  as  a  public  calamity ;  yet,  to  those  who 
were  personally  ac((uainted  with  the  departed,  it  is  invested  with  no 
ordinary-  sadness.  Long,  long  shall  they  remember  the  playful  fancy, 
the  rich  humor,  the  warm,  genial  heart  of  their  friend.  His  simple, 
open  frankness  endeared  him  to  every  one,  though  his  retiring  dis- 
position prevented  him  from  making  many  intimate  friendships.  To 
tiiosc  who  enjoyed  this  higher  privilege,  his  death  must  have  caused 
the  most  poignant  regret.  Yet  what  can  even  their  sorrow  be  to 
that  of  the  relatives  of  the  departed  V  We  lament  the  death  of  one 
who  was  alike  an  honor  to  hi.-*  pi^ofession,  to  literature,  to  seieneo, 
and  to  his  countrv,  —  one  of  the  n:o>t  loved  and  cherished  of  friends. 
Let  us  not  forget  to  mingle  our  sympathy  and  our  sorrow  with  that 
deeper  grief  that  mourAs  the  loss  of  a  husband  and  a  father. 

As  coming  from  a  different  quarter,  and  presenting  a  some- 
wliat  diffci*ent  view,  the  following,  from  the  Londxm  Literary 
GazeUCj  should  have  a  place  here. 

Hugh  Miller  was  bom  at  Cromarty  in  1805.  In  his  early  life  he 
worked  as  a  laborer  in  the  Sandstone  quarries  in  his  native  district, 
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and  afterwards  as  a  stone-mason  in  difiercnt  parts  of  Scotland.  In 
a  woric  published  in  1854,  ^*My  Schools  and  Schoolmasters,  or  the 
story  of  my  Education,"  Mr.  Miller  gives  a  most  interesting  account 
of  his  early  history,  and  of  the  training  and  self-culture  by  which  he 
rose  to  honorable  rank  in  literature  and  science.  Notwithstandinir 
the  unpretending  statements  of  this  narrative,  and  the  disavowal  of 
any  other  elements  of  success  than  are  within  ordinary  reach,  every 
reader  of  that  book  feels  that  homage  is  due  to  a  genius  original  and 
rare,  as  well  as  to  natural  talents  diligently  and  judiciously  cultivated. 
AVhile  professedly  written  for  the  benefit  of  the  working  classes  of 
his  own  country,  there  are  few  who  may  not  derive  pleasant  and 
profitable  lessons  from  this  most  remarkable  piece  of  autobiography. 
After  being  engaged  in  manual  labor  for  about  fifleen  years,  Mr. 
!Miilf>r  was  for  some  time  manager  of  a  bank  that  was  established  in 
his  native  town.  While  in  this  position,  a  pamphlet  that  he  pub- 
lished, on  the  ecclesiastical  controversies  which  then  distracted  Scot- 
land, attracted  the  attention  of  the  leaders  of  the  party  who  now 
form  the  Free  Church,  and  they  invited  him  to  be  editor  of  the 
Witness  newspaper,  then  about  to  be  established  for  the  advocacy  of 
their  principles.  Mr.  Miller  had  already  published  a  volume  of 
**  Legendary  Tales  of  Cromarty,"  of  which  the  late  Baron  Hume, 
nephew  of  the  historian,  liimself  a  man  of  much  judgment  and  taste, 
said  it  was  *■*■  written  in  an  English  style,  which  he  had  begun  to 
regard  as  one  of  the  lost  arts."  The  ability  displayed  by  Mr.  Miller 
as  editor  of  the  Witness,  and  the  influence  exerted  by  liim  on  ecclo^i- 
a^ttical  and  educational  events  in  Scrotland,  ai*e  well  known.  Mr. 
Miller  did  not  confine  his  newspaper  to  topics  of  loi*al  or  passing 
interest  In  its  columns  he  made  public  his  geological  observations 
and  researches ;  and  most  of  his  works  originally  appeared  in  the 
fonn  of  articles  in  that  newspaper.  It  was  in  1840,  the  year  at  which 
the  autobiographical  memoir  closes,  that  the  name  of  Hugh  Miller 
first  became  widely  known  beyond  his  own  country. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  British  Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Science  at  Glasgow  that  yc.ir,  Sir  Roderick,  then  Mr.  Murchison, 
pave  an  account  of  the  striking  discoveries  recently  made  in  the  Old 
lied  Sandstone  of  Scotland.  M.  Agasaz,  who  was  present,  pointed 
out  the  peculiarities  and  the  importance  of  these  discoveries ;  and  it 
was  on  this  occasion  that  he  proposed  to  associate  the  name  of  Mr. 
Miller  with  them,  by  the  wonderful  fossil,  the  Pterichihys  Miller% 
specimens  of  which  were  then  under  the  notice  of  the  section.  Dr« 
Bucklandy  foUovdng  M.  Agaasiz,  said  that  '*  he  had  never 
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much  astonished  in  his  life  by  the  powers  of  any  man  as  he  had  been 
by  the  geological  descriptions  of  Mr.  Miller.  lie  described  these 
objects  with  a  felicity  which  made  him  ashamed  of  the  comparative 
meagreness  and  poverty  of  his  own  description;?  in  the  *  Bridgewater 
Treatise,*  which  had  cost  him  hours  and  days  of  labor,  lie  (Dr. 
Buckland)  would  give  hut  left  hand  to  possess  such  powers  of  descrip' 
tion  as  (his  man ;  and  if  it  pleased  Providence  to  spare  his  useful 
life,  he,  if  any  one,  would  certainly  render  the  science  attractive  and 
popular,  and  do  equal  service  to  theology  and  geology."  At  the 
meetings  of  the  Association,  the  language  of  panegyric  and  of  mutual 
compliment  is  not  unfrequent,  and  does  not  signify  much ;  but  these 
were  spontaneous  tributes  of  praise  to  one  comparatively  unknown. 
The  publication  of  the  volume  on  the  "  Old  Red  Sandstone,"  with 
the  details  of  the  author's  discoveries  and  researches,  more  than  jus- 
tified all  the  anticipations  that  had  been  formed.  It  was  received 
with  highest  approbation,  not  by  men  of  science  alone,  for  the 
interest  of  its  facts,  but  by  men  of  letters,  for  the  beauty  of  its  style. 
Sir  Roderick  Murchison,  in  his  address  to  the  Geological  Society 
that  year,  "  hailed  the  accession  to  their  science  of  such  a  writer," 
and  said  that  ^^  his  work  is,  to  a  beginner,  worth  a  thousand  didactic 
treatises."  The  Edinburgh  Review  spoke  of  the  book  being  "jw 
admirable  for  the  clearness  of  its  descriptions,  and  the  sweet- 
ness of  its  composition,  as  for  the  purity  and  gracefulness  that  per- 
vade it"  The  impression  made  by  such  a  testimony  was  the  more 
marked,  that  the  reviewer  spoke  of  the  writer  as  a  fellow  country- 
man, "  meritorious  and  self-taught" 

In  1847  appeared  "  First  Impressions  of  England  and  its  People," 
the  result  of  a  tour  made  during  the  previous  year.  Some  parts  of 
this  book,  especially  the  account  of  the  pilgrimages  to  Stratford-on- 
Avon,  and  the  Leasowes,  and  Olney,  and  other  places  memorable  for 
their  literary  associations,  are  as  fine  pieces  of  descriptive  writing  as 
the  English  language  possesses.  This  magic  of  style  characterized 
all  his  works,  whether  those  of  a  more  popular  kind,  or  his  scientific 
treatises,  such  as  the  "  Old  Red  Sandstone,"  and  "  Footprints  of  the 
Creator,"  a  volume  suggested  by  the  "  Vestiges  of  Creation,"  and 
subversive  of  the  fallacies  of  that  superficial  and  plausible  book. 
Not  one  of  the  authors  of  our  day  has  approached  Hugh  Miller  as  a 
master  of  English  composition,  for  the  equal  of  which  we  must  go 
back  to  the  times  of  Addison,  Hume,  and  Goldsmith.  Other  living 
writers  have  now  a  wider  celebrity,  but  they  owe  it  much  to  the 
peculiaritiefl  of  their  style  or  the  popularity  of  their  topics.     Mr. 
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Miller  has  taken  subjecta  of  science,  too  often  rendered  dry  and 
repulsive,  and  has  thrown  over  them  an  air  of  attractive  romance. 
His  writings  on  literature,  history,  and  politics,  are  known  to  com- 
paratively few,  from  having  appeared  in  the  columns  of  a  local  news- 
paper. A  judicious  selection  from  his  miscellaneous  articles  in  the 
Witness  would  widely  extend  his  fame,  and  secure  for  him  a  place,  in 
classic  English  literature,  as  high  as  he  held  during  his  life  as  a  peri- 
odical writer  and  as  a  scientific  geologist 

The  personal  appearance  of  Mr.  Miller,  or  "  Old  Red,"  as  he  was 
familiarly  named  by  his  scientific  friends,  will  not  be  forgotten  by 
any  who  have  seen  him.  A  head  of  great  massiveness,  magnified  by 
an  abundant  profusion  of  sub-Celtic  hair,  was. set  on  a  body  of  mus- 
cular compactness,  but  which  in  later  years  felt  the  undermining 
influence  of  a  life  of  unusual  physical  and  mental  toil.  Generally 
wrapped  in  a  bulky  plaid,  and  with  a  garb  ready  for  any  work,  he 
had  the  appearance  of  a  shepherd  from  the  Rossliire  hills  rather  than 
an  author  and  a  man  of  science.  In  conversation  or  in  lecturing, 
the  man  of  original  genius  and  cultivated  mind  at  once  shon6  out, 
and  his  abundant  information  and  philosophical  acuteness  were  only 
less  remarkable  than  his  amiable  disposition,  his  generous  spirit,  and 
his  consistent,  humble  piety.  Literature  and  science  have  lost  in 
him  one  of  their  brightest  ornaments,  and  Scotland  one  of  its  great- 
est men. 


On  the  Sabbath  following  Mr.  Miller's  death,  sermons  refer- 
ring to  the  event  were  preached  in  many  of  the  churches  in 
Edinburgh.  Some  of  these  were  reported  in  the  newspapers, 
among  which  may  be  mentioned  those  by  the  Rev.  Drs.  Hanna, 
Guthrie,  Hetherington,  Begg,  and  Tweed  ie. 

On  Monday,  December  the  29th,  the  Funeral  Obsequies 
were  performed.  The  following  account  of  the  imposing  cere-* 
monial  is  from  the  Edinburgh  Witness, 

FUNERAL   OF  MR.  HUGH   MILLER. 

The  mortal  remains  of  this  truly  great  man  were  consigned  to  the 
grave  on  Monday,  amid  the  most  marked  demonstrations  of  sorrow 
on  the  part  of  the  entire  community. 

The  private  company,  numbering  about  sixty  individuals,  met  at 
Shrub  Mount,  the  residence  of  the  deceased  at  Portobello,  about  a 
quarter  to  one  in  the  aflemoon.     Amongst  those  present  were  the 
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Lord  Provost  of  Edinburgh ;  A.  M.  Dunlop,  Esq.,  M.  P. ;  A.  Black, 
Esq.,  M.  P.;  Professors  Simpson,  Balfour,  and  Eraser;  Rev.  Princi- 
pal Cunningham ;  Professor  James  Buchanan ;  Rev.  Drs.  Guthrie, 
Candlish,  Hanna,  Bruce,  Begg,  Hetherington,  and  Wylie;  Rev. 
Messrs.  M'Kenzie  of  Dunfermline,  Cameron  and  Hunter  of  Nag- 
poor  ;  Maurice  Lothian,  Esq. ;  Geo.  Dalziell,  Esq.,  W.  S. ;  W.  Wood, 
Esq. ;  R.  Paul,  Esq. ;  Francis  Russell,  Esq.,  advocate ;  M.  Torrance, 
Esq. ;  Dr.  Russell ;  Dr.  Geo.  Bell ;  J.  F.  Macfarlan,  Esq. ;  Archibald 
Gibson,  Esq. ;  and  Councillor  Johnston.  The  devotional  exercises 
were  conducted  by  Dr.  Guthrie,  who  was  deeply  affected  during  the 
prayer,  and  whose  feelings  at  times  threatened  to  overcome  him. 

Thirteen  two-horse  mourning  coaches  were  here  in  waiting  to 
convey  the  company  to  the  place  of  sepulture  in  the  Grange  Ceme- 
tery, preceded  by  the  hearse,  which  had  four  horses. 

The  melancholy  event,  as  might  have  been  expected,  cast  a  gloom 
over  the  whole  of  Portobello;  and  the  Provost  and  Magistrates, 
anticipating  the  general  feeling  of  the  inhabitants,  to  whom  Mr.  Mil- 
ler had  endeared  himself  by  his  genius  and  the  modesty  of  his 
demeanor,  and  also  by  the  readiness  which  he  ever  displayed  to 
contribute  to  their  intellectual  elevation,  by  taking  part  in  several 
courses  of  popular  lectures  in  the  town,  recommended  the  closing  of 
the  diflferent  shops,  — a  request  which  was  at  once  readily  complit'd 
with.  Another  striking  proof  of  the  general  desire  to  pay  the  last 
tribute  of  respect  to  the  remains  of  the  deceased,  was  furnished  by 
the  circumstance  that  upwards  of  one  hundred  gentlemen,  many  of 
whom  had,  so  recently  as  the  previous  Tuesday,  listened  to  the  read- 
ing of  one  of  the  ablest  of  his  lectures,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wight,  the 
Congregational  minister,  met  at  half-past  twelve  in  the  Free  Church, 
in  order  to  accompany  the  funeral,  either  on  foot  or  in  carriages,  to 
the  burial  place,  —  a  distance  of  about  four  miles.  Afler  a  short, 
impressive  religious  service,  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Philip  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Wight,  they  proceeded  to  join  the  private  company, 
who  had  by  this  time  taken  their  places  in  the  mourning  carriages, 
on  their  way  to  Edinburgh. 

On  reaching  the  General  Post-Office,  in  Waterloo  Place,  the  ranks 
of  the  funeral  procession  were  largely  augmented,  there  being  here 
as  many  as  from  twenty  to  thirty  private  carriages  in  waiting,  filled 
>vith  the  leading  citizens,  and  a  large  body  of  the  inhabitants,  of  all 
ranks,  classes,  and  denominations,  drawn  up  in  line  three  or  four 
abreast 

The  Kirk-Session  of  Free  St.  John's,  of  which  Mr.  Miller  was  an 
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office-bearer,  beaded  by  tbe  Rev.  Dr.  Gutbrie  and  tbo  Rev.  Dr. 
Ilanna,  who  left  the  carriage  at  the  Post-Office,  occupied  the  front 
of  the  procession,  immediately  followed  by  the  Royal  Physical  So- 
ciety, of  which  the  lamented  deceased  was  a  leading  member,  the 
employes  in  the  Witness  office,  and  a  large  body  of  the  general  pub' 
lie.  A  sdll  more  numerous  body  of  the  citizens,  as  well  as  of  parties 
from  Glasgow,  Liverpool,  Stirling,  Bridge  of  Allan,  and  other  parts 
of  the  country,  drew  up  in  the  rear  of  the  long  line  of  carriages, 
while  the  rides  of  the  streets  were  also  lined  with  mourners,  who 
accompanied  the  procession  to  the  Cemetery.  Besides  the  large  con- 
course of  people  who  here  joined  the  procession,  the  whole  front  of 
the  Register  Office  and  the  comers  of  the  North  Bridge  were  densely 
0(!cupied  by  some  thousands  of  spectators ;  and  it  may  be  safely  said, 
that  no  event  since  the  death  of  Dr.  Chalmers  has  caused  such  deep- 
felt  sorrow  and  regret  in  Edinburgh.  The  numbers  present  in  the 
funeral  cortege  must  have  amounted  to  from  one  to  two  thousand ; 
indeed,  one  paper  states  that  *'at  one  time  there  could  not  have 
been  many  less  than  four  thousand  people  in  the  procession ; "  whilst 
another  journal  says,  that  although  the  inclemency  of  the  weather, 
the  day  being  one  of  the  dreariest  of  the  season,  **  kept  back  many  who 
would  otherMrise  have  swelled  the  line  of  mourners,  even  with  this 
drawback,  it  has  been  informed  that  the  attendance  was  even  greater 
than  on  the  occasion  of  the  funeral  of  Dr.  Chalmers  in  1847." 

After  a  short  delay,  caused  by  these  accessions  to  the  procession, 
the  whole  moved  up  the  North  Bridge.  It  was  gratifying  to  observe 
that  nearly  all  the  shops  on  the  North  and  South  Bridges,  and  in 
Nicolson  and  Clerk  streets,  along  which  the  cortege  passed,  were 
closed ;  and  along  the  whole  route  many  a  saddened  countenance 
and  tearful  eye  could  be  seen,  all  testifying  to  the  deep  respect  enter- 
tained for  him  whose  manly  form  had  so  often  traversed  these  same 
streets. 

On  reaching  the  entrance  of  the  Grange  Cemetery,  the  coffin  was 
removed  from  the  hearse,  and  borne  shoulder  high  to  the  tomb,  fol- 
lowed by  the  pall-bearers  and  the  general  company.  The  ground 
selected  for  the  burial-place  is  the  westmost  space  but  one  on  tho 
northern  side  of  the  Cemeter}',  and  in  a  line  with  the  graves  of  Dr. 
Chalmers^  Sir  Andrew  Agncw,  and  Sheriff  Speirs,  with  which  it  is 
in  close  proximity.  As  many  of  our  readers  are  aware,  the  situation 
is  one  of  surpassing  scenic  beauty,  and  was  described  by  the  deceased's 
own  matchless  pen  but  a  few  years  ago,  on  the  occasion  of  the  burial 
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of  Chalmers ;  and  certainly  in  the  grave  of  Hugh  Mller  a  new 
feature  of  attraction  has  been  added  to  the  spot. 

The  pall-bearers  were  Mr.  Miller's  oldest  son,  —  a  boy  about  four- 
teen years  of  age,  —  who  was  accompanied  by  his  younger  brother, 
six  or  seven  years  old;  Mr.  A.  AVilliamson,  his  half-brother  and 
nearest  kinsman ;  Mr.  Fairly,  his  partner  in  business ;  Rev.  Dr. 
Guthrie,  Rev.  Dr.  Hanna,  JMr.  Duulop,  M.  P.,  Mr.  R.  Paul,  and 
Principal  Cunningham. 

The  mournful  ceremony  was  now  near  its  close.  As  the  heavy, 
dull  sound,  caused  by  the  fall  of  the  damp  earth  upon  the  coffin,  I'cU 
upon  the  ear,  a  sad  and  painful  sensation  crept  over  the  frame, 
increased  as  this  was  by  the  wintry  aspect  of  the  day  and  the  heavy 
leaden  sky,  which,  like  a  pall,  was  spread  over  the  face  of  nature,  in 
striking  harmony  with  the  solemnity  of  the  scene.  A  few  minutes 
more,  and  all  was  over ;  and  the  vast  company,  uncovered,  paid  tho 
closing  mark  of  respect  to  the  ashes  of  the  mighty  dead.  A  touchi 
inff  scene  occurred  at  the  close  of  all.  After  the  whole  of  the  com- 
pany  had  retired,  a  laboring  man,  clad  in  humble  habiliments,  seized 
hold  of  a  handful  of  ivy  or  laurel  leaves,  and  gently  strewed  them 
upon  the  grave,  while  the  tearful  eye  eloquently  spoke  of  the  strength 
of  his  feelings. 

So  passed  away  one  of  whom  Dr.  Chalmers  made  the  remark 
that  *^  since  Scott's  death  he  was  the  greatest  Scotchman  that 
was  left."  "  The  space  his  name  occupied  in  the  literary  and 
scientific  world,"  says  another,  "  could  hardly  have  been  con- 
jectured, but  for  the  blank  he  leaves  behind  him  now  that  lie 
lijis  left  it  Other  men  may  have  extended  the  domain  of 
science  wider ;  but  no  man  has  done  more  to  extend  the  circle 
of  its  votaries  by  the  magic  of  his  style  and  the  life-like  powiT 
of  his  descriptions ;  nor  has  any  man  done  more  to  keep  lo- 
jrt*ther  the  claims,  too  often  made  to  appear  divergent,  of  Science 
and  Religion,  and  to  blend  them  into  one  intelligent  and  reason- 
able service.  It  was  worth  while  to  have  lived  to  effect  this, 
even  at  the  cost  of  the  clouds  which  saddened  and  darkened 
the  close.     But 


'  glory  without  end 


Scatters  the  clouds  nway;  and  on  that  name  attend 
The  thanks  and  praises  of  all  time.' " 
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A   PRATER 

BY    JOHN     KNOX, 

MADE  AT  THE  FIRST  ASSEMBLIB  OF  THE  CONGREGATION,  WTIEX 
THE  CONFESSION  OF  OUR  FAITHR  AND  WHOLE  ORDERS  OF 
THE  CHURCH  WAS   THERE   RED  AND   APPROVED.* 

O  Lord  God  Almightie,  and  Father  moste  merciful!,  there  is  none 
lyke  thee  in  heaven  nor  in  earthe,  which  workest  all  thinges  for  the 
glorie  of  thy  name  and  the  comfort  of  thyne  elect  Thou  dydst  once 
make  man  ruler  over  all  thy  creatures,  and  placed  hym  in  the  gar- 
den of  all  pleasures ;  but  how  soone,  alas,  dyd  he  in  his  fclicitie 
forget  thy  goodness  ?  Thy  people  Israel  also,  in  their  wealth  dyd 
evermore  runne  astray,  abusinge  thy  manifold  mercies ;  lyke  as  all 
fleshe  contynually  rageth  when  it  hath  gotten  libertie  and  external 
prosperitie.  But  such  is  thy  wisdome  adjoyned  to  thy  mercies,  dearo 
Father,  that  thou  sekest  all  means  possible  to  brynge  thy  chyldren 
to  the  sure  sense  and  lyvely  feelinge  of  thy  fatherly  favour.  And 
therefore  when  prosperitie  wyll  not  serve,  then  sendest  thow  adver- 
sitie,  graciously  correctiiige  all  thy  chyldren  whome  thou  receyvest 
into  thy  howshold.  Wherfore  we,  wretched  and  miserable  synners, 
render  unto  thee  most  humble  and  hartie  thankes,  that  yt  hath 
pleased  thee  to  call  us  home  to  thy  folde  by  thy  Fatherly  correction 
at  this  present,  wheras  in  our  prosperitie  and  libertie  we  dyd  neglect 
thy  graces  offered  unto  us.  For  the  which  negligence,  and  many 
other  grevous  synnes  whereof  we  now  accuse  our  selves  before  thee, 
thow  mightest  moste  justly  have  gyven  us  up  to  reprobate  mynds  and 
induration  of  our  hartes,  as  thow  haste  done  others.  But  such  is  thy 
goodnes,  O  Lord,  that  thou  semest  to  forget  all  our  offences,  and  hasto 
called  us  of  thy  good  pleasure  from  all  idolatries  into  this  Citie  most 
Christianlye  refourmed,  to  professe  thy  name,  and  to  suffer  some 
crossc  amongest  thy  people  for  thy  truth  and  Grospell's  sake ;  and  so 
to  be  thy  wytnesses  with  thy  Prophets  and  Apostles,  yea,  with  thy 
dearely  beloved  Sonne  Jesus  Christ  our  head,  to  whome  thow  dost 
begynne  here  to  fashion  us  lyke,  that  in  his  glorie  we  may  also  bo 
lyke  hym  when  he  shall  appear.     O  Lord  God,  what  are  we  upon 

•  See  ante^  p.  9. 
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whomc  thowe  shuldest  shewe  this  great  mcrcye  ?  O  moste  lovyngo 
Lord,  forgyve  us  our  unthankfulnes,  and  all  our  gynnes,  for  Jesus 
Christ's  sake.  O  heavenly  Father,  inen^ase  thy  Holy  Spirit  in  us,  to 
teache  our  heartes  to  cry  Abba,  deare  Father !  to  assure  us  of  our 
eternal  election  in  Christ ;  to  revelc  thy  >vyll  more  and  more  towards 
us ;  to  confirme  us  so  in  thy  trewthe,  that  we  may  ly ve  and  dye 
therein ;  and  that  by  the  power  of  the  same  Spirit  we  may  boldlcly 
gyve  an  accompts  of  our  faith  to  all  men  with  humblencs  and  nieko- 
nes,  that  whereas  they  backbyte  and  sluunder  us  as  evyll  doers,  tlicy 
may  be  ashamed  and  once  stopp  their  mowthes,  seinge  our  good 
conversation  in  Christ  lesu,  for  whose  sake  we  beseche  thee,  O  Lord 
God,  to  guide,  goveme,  and  prosper  this  our  enterprise  in  assemblinge 
our  bretherne,  to  praysc  thy  holie  name.  And  not  only  to  be  here 
present  with  us  thy  cliildrcn  accoi*ding  to  thy  promesse,  but  also 
mercifullie  to  assist  thy  like  persecuted  people,  our  Bretherne,  gath- 
ered in  all  other  places,  that  they  and  w^c,  consentinge  together  in 
one  spirite  and  truethe,  may  (all  worldly  respectes  set  a  part)  seke 
thy  onely  honor  and  glorie  in  all  our  and  their  ABsemblies. 

SO  BE  IT. 


THE 


TESTIMONY  OF  THE  ROCKS 


LECTURE    FIRST. 


THE  PALfiONTOLOGICAL  HISTORY  OF  PLANTS. 


Paljeontology,  or  the  science  of  ancient  organisms, 
deals,  as  its  subject,  with  all  the  plants  and  animals  of  all 
the  geologic  periods.  It  bears  nearly  the  same  sort  of 
relation  to  the  physical  history  of  the  past,  that  biography 
does  to  the  civil  and  political  history  of  the  past.  For  just 
as  a  complete  biographic  system  would  include  every  name 
known  to  the  historian,  a  complete  palaeontologic  system 
would  include  every  fossil  known  to  the  geologist.  It 
enumerates  and  describes  all  the  organic  existences  of  all 
the  extinct  creations, — all  the  existences,  too,  of  the  pres- 
ent creation  that  occur  in  the  fossil  or  semLfossil  fomi; 
and,  thus  coextensive  in  space  with  the  earth's  surface, — 
nay,  greatly  more  than  coextensive  with  the  earth's  sur- 
flice, — for  in  the  vast  hierogl}'phic  record  which  our  globe 
composes,  page  lies  beneath  page,  and  inscription  covers 
over  inscription,  —  coextensive,  too,  in  time,  with  every, 
period  in  the  terrestrial  history  since  being  first  boiran 
upon  our  planet, — it  presents  to  the  student  a  theme  so 
vast  and  multifarious,  that  it  might  seem  but  the  result,  on 
his  part,  of  a  proper  modesty,  conscious  of  the  limited 
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range  of  his  powers,  and  of  the  brief  and  fleeting  tenn  of 
his  life,  were  lie  to  despair  of  being  ever  able  effectually  to 
grapple  Avith  it.  "  But,"  to  borrow  from  one  of  the  most 
ingenious  of  our  Scottish  metaphysicians,  "in  this,  as  in 
other  instances  in  which  nature  has  given  us  difficulties 
with  which  to  cope,  she  has  not  left  us  to  be  wholly  over- 
come." "If,"  says  Dr.  Thomas  Brown,  in  his  remarks  on 
the  classifying  principle,  — "  if  she  has  placed  us  in  .  a 
labyrinth,  she  has  at  the  same  time  furnished  us  with  a 
clue  which  may  guide  us,  not,  indeed,  through  all  its  dark 
and  intricate  windings,  but  through  those  broad  paths 
which  conduct  us  into  day.  The  single  power  by  which 
we  discover  resemblance  or  relation  in  general,  is  a  sufficient 
aid  to  us  in  the  perplexity  or  conftision  of  our  first  attempts 
at  arrangement.  It  begins  by  converting  thousands,  and 
more  than  thousands,  into  one ;  and,  reducing  in  the  same 
manner  the  numbers  thus  formed,  it  arrives  at  last  at  the 
few  distinctive  characters  of  those  great  comprehensive 
tribes  on  which  it  ceases  to  operate,  because  there  is  nothing 
left  to  oppress  the  memory  or  the  understanding." 

But,  is  this  all  ?  Can  the  Paleontologist  but  say  that  that 
classifying  principle,  which  in  every  other  department  of 
science  yields  such  assistance  to  the  memory,  is  also  of  use  in 
his,  or  but  urge  that  it  enables  him  to  sort  and  arrange  his 
facts ;  and  that,  by  converting  one  idea  into  the  type  and 
exemplar  of  many  resembling  ones,  it  imparts  to  him  an 
ability  of  carrying  not  inadequate  conceptions  of  the  mighty 
whole  -in  his  mind  ?  If  this  were  all,  you  might  well  ask, 
Why  obtrude  upon  us,  m  connection  with  your  special 
science,  a  common  semi-metaphysical  idea,  equally  applica- 
ble to  ail  the  sciences,  —  in  especial,  for  example,  to  that 
botany  which  is  the  science  of  existing  plants,  and  to  that 
zoology  which  is  the  science  of  existing  animals  ?  Xay,  I 
reply,  but  it  is  not  all.     I  refer  to  tliis  classifying  principle 
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because,  whilu  it  exists  in  relation  to  all  other  sciences  ns  a 
principle  —  to  use  the  words  of  the  metai)hysician  just 
quoted  —  "given  to  us  by  nature,"  —  as  a  principle  of  the 
fjfiind  tcithin^ — it  exists  in  Palajontological  science  as  a 
principle  of  nature  itsell^  —  as  a  principle  palpably  external 
to  the  mind.  It  is  a  marvellous  fact,  whose  full  meaning 
we  can  as  yet  but  imperfectly  comprehend,  that  myriads  of 
ages  ere  there  existed  a  human  mind,  well  nigh  the  same 
principles  of  classification  now  developed  by  man's  intellect 
in  our  better  treatises  of  zoology  and  botany,  were  devel- 
oped on  this  earth  by  the  successive  geologic  periods ;  and 
that  the  by-past  productions  of  our  planet,  animal  and  veg- 
etable, were  chronologically  arranged  in  its  history,  accord- 
ing to  the  same  laws  of  thought  which  impart  regularity 
and  order  to  the  works  of  the  later  naturalist  and  phytolo- 
gists. 

I  need  scarce  say  how  slow  and  interrupted  in  both  prov- 
inces the  course  of  arrangement  has  been,  or  how  often 
succeeding  writers  have  had  to  undo  what  their  predeces- 
sors had  done,  only  to  have  their  own  classifications  set 
aside  by  tfieir  successors  in  turn.  At  length,  however, 
when  the  work  appears  to  be  well  nigh  completed,  a  new 
science  has  arisen,  which  presents  us  with  a  very  wonderful 
means  of  testing  it.  Cowley,  in  his  too  eulogistic  ode  to 
Hobbes, —  smit  by  the  singular  ingenuity  of  the  philosophic 
infidel,  and  unable  to  look  through  his  sophisms  to  the  con- 
sequences which  they  involved, —  could  say,  in  addressing 

him,  that  • 

"  only  God  could  know 
Whether  the  fair  idea  ho  did  show 
Agreed  entirely  with  God's  own  or  no.' 


»» 


And  he  then  not  very  Avisely  added, — 

"  This,  I  dare  boldly  tell, 
T  is  so  like  tnith,  *t  will  serve  our  turn  na  well. 


M 
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WsH  now  know,  however,  that  no  mere  resemblanco  to 
truth  will  for  any  considerable  length  of  time  serve  its  turn. 
It  is  because  the  resemblances  have,  like  those  of  Hobbes, 
Loen  mere  resemblances,  that  so  much  time  and  labor  ha#e 
liid  to  be  wasted  by  the  pioneers  of  science  in  their  re- 
Ki'uul ;  and,  now  that  a  wonderful  opportunity  has  occurred 
(n*  comparing,  in  this  matter  of  classification,  the  human 
Avitli  tlie  Di\'iue  idea, — the  idea  embodied  by  the  zoologists 
and  botanists  in  their  respective  systems,  with  the  idea 
embodied  by  the  Creator  of  all  in  geologic  liistory, —  we 
cannot  perhaps  do  better,  in  entering  upon  our  subject, 
than  to  glance  briefly  at  the  great  features  in  which  God's 
order  of  classification,  as  developed  in  Palaeontology,  agrees 
with  the  order  in  which  man  has  at  length  learned  to  range 
the  living  productions,  plant  and  animal,  by  which  he  is 
suirounded,  and  of  which  he  himself  forms  the  most  re- 
markable ix>rtion.  In  an  age  in  which  a  class  of  writera 
not  without  their  influence  in  the  world  of  letters  would 
fiiin  repudiate  every  argument  derived  from  desigji^  and 
denounce  all  who  hold  with  Paley  and  Chalmers  as  anthro- 
pomorphists,  that  labor  to  create  for  themselves  a  god  of 
their  own  typo  and  form,  it  may  be  not  altogether  unprofit- 
aljle  to  contemplate  the  wonderful  parallelism  which  exists 
between  the  Divine  and  human  svstems  of  classification,  and 
—  remembering  that  the  geologists  who  have  discovered 
the  one  had  no  hand  in  assisting  the  naturalists  and  phytol- 
offists  w!io  framed  the  other  —  sobci'ly  to  inquire  whether 
we  have  not  a  new  argument  in  the  fact  for  an  identity  in 
constitution  and  quality  of  the  Divine  and  human  minds,  — 
not  a  m  Te  fanciful  identity,  the  result  of  a  disposition  on  the 
p:i:t  of  man  to  imagine  to  himself  a  God  bearing  his  own 
likeness,  but  an  identity  real  and  actual,  and  the  result  of 
that  cre:itive  act  by  which  God  formed  man  i!i  liis  ov.'!i  iri.n;.^c\ 
The  study  of  plants  and  animals  secnu  to  ha\-o  been  a 
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favorite  one  Tvith  thoughtful  men  in  every  acre  of  the  world. 
According  to  the  p2>almist,  these  great  *'  works  of  the 
Lord  arc  sought  out  of  all  them  that  have  pleasure  thcreui." 
The  Book  of  Job,  probably  the  oldest  writing  in  existence,  is 
full  of  vivid  descriptions  of  the  udld  denizens  of  the  flood 
Oiid  desert;  and  it  is  expressly  recorded  of  the  "wise  ol»l 
Iving,  that  he  "spake  of  trees,  from  the  cedar  tree  that  is  in 
cobanon,  even  unto  the  hyssop  that  springeth  out  of  the 
vi'ull ;  and  also  of  beasts,  and  of  fowl,  and  of  creeping 
tilings,  and  of  fishes."  Solomon  was  a  zoologist  and  botanist ; 
and  there  is  palpable  classification  in  the  manner  hi  which 
his  studies  are  descnbed.  It  is  a  law  of  the  liiunan  mind, 
4is  has  been  already  said,  that,  wherever  a  large  stock  of 
tacts  are  acquired,  the  classifying  principle  steps  in  to 
arrange  them.  "  Even  the  rudest  wanderer  in  the  fields," 
says  Dr.  Brown,  "finds  that  the  profusion  of  blossoms 
around  him  —  in  the  greater  number  of  which  he  is  able 
himself  to  discover  many  strikmg  resemblances  —  may  be 
reduced  to  some  order  of  arrangement."  But,  for  many 
centuries,  this  arranging  faculty  labored  but  to  little  pur- 
pose. As  sj^ecimens  of  the  strange  classification  that  con- 
tinued to  obtain  down  till  comparatively  modem  times, 
let  us  select  tiiat  of  two  works  which,  from  the  literary 
celebrity  of  their  authors,  still  possess  a  classical  standuig 
in  letters,  —  Cowley's  "Treatise  on  Plants,"  and  Gold- 
smith's "History  of  the  Earth  and  Animated  Nature." 
The  plants  we  find  arranged  by  the  poet  on  the  pimple  but 
very  hiadequate  principle  of  size  and  show.  Herbs  are 
placed  fii*st,  as  lowest  and  least  conspicuous  in  the  scale ; 
then  flowers ;  and,  finally,  trees.  Among  the  herbs,  at  least 
two  of  the  ferns  —  the  true  maidenhair  and  the  spleenwort 
—  are  assigned  places  among  plants  of  such  high  standing 
as  sage,  mint,  and  rosemary :  among  the  flowers,  monoco- 
tyledons, such  as  the  iiis,  the  tulip,  and  the  lily,  appear 
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among  dicotyledons,  such  as  the  rose,  the  violet,  the  sun- 
flower, and  the  auricula:  and  among  trees  we  find  the 
palms  placed  between  the  plum  and  the  olive;  and  the  yew, 
the  fir,  and  the  juniper,  flanked  on  one  side  by  the  box  and 
the  liolly,  and  on  the  other  by  the  oak.  Such,  in  treatinLi- 
of  plants,  was  the  classification  adopted  by  one  of  t!ie  mo^  t 
learned  of  English  poets  in  the  year  1657. 

Nor  was  Goldsmith,  who  wrote  more  than  a  century 
later,  much  more  fortunate  in  dealing  with  the  animal 
kingdom.  Buflbn  had  already  published  his  gi*eat  work ; 
and  even  he  could  bethink  him  of  no  better  mode  of  divid- 
ing  his  animals  than  into  wild  and  tnme.  And  in  Gold- 
smith, who  adopted,  in  treating  of  the  mammals,  a  similar 
primciple,  we  find  the  fishes  and  molluscs  placed  in  advance 
of  the  sauroid,  ophidian,  and  batrachian  reptiles,  —  the 
whale  united  in  close  relationship  to  the  sharks  and  rays,  — 
animals  of  the  tortoise  kind  classed  among  animals  of  the 
lobster  kind,  and  both  among  shell  fish,  such  as  the  snail, 
the  nautilus,  and  the  oyster.  And  yet  Goldsmith  was 
engaged  on  his  work  little  more  than  eighty  years  ago.  In 
fine,  the  true  principles  of  classification  in  the  animal  king- 
dom are  of  well  nigh  as  recent  development  as  geologic 
science  itself,  and  not  greatly  more  ancient  in  even  the 
vegetable  kingdom.  .  It  would,  of  course,  be  wholly  out  of 
place  to  attempt  giving  a  minute  history  here  of  the  prog- 
ress of  arrangement  in  either  department;  but  it  can 
scarce  be  held  that  the  natural  system  of  plants  was  other 
than  very  incomplete  previous  to  1789,  when  Jussieu  first 
enunciated  his  scheme  of  classification ;  nor  did  it  receive 
its  later  improvements  until  so  late  as  1846,  when,  after  the 
publication,  in  succession,  of  the  schemes  of  De  Candolle  and 
Endlicher,  Lindley  communicated  his  finished  system  to  the 
world.  And  there  certninly  existed  no  even  tolerably  per- 
fect system  of  zoology  until  18  iO,  when  the  "Animal  King- 
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dom"  of  Cuvier  appeared.  Later  naturalists,  —  such  as 
Agassiz,  in  his  own  special  department,  the  history  of  fishes, 
and  Professor  Owen  in  the  invertebrate  divisions,  —  have 
improved  on  the  classification  of  even  the  great  Frenchman ; 
but  for  purposes  of  comparison  between  the  scheme 
developed  in  geologic  history  and  that  at  length  elaborated 
by  the  human  mind,  the  system  of  Cuvier  will  be  found,  lor 
at  least  our  present  purpose,  sufiiciently  complete.  And  m 
tracing  through  time  the  course  of  the  vegetable  kingdom, 
let  us  adopt,  as  our  standard  to  measure  it  by,  the  system 
of  Lindley. 

Commencing  at  the  bottom  of  the  scale,  we  find  the 
Thallogens,  or  flowerless  plants  which  lack  proper  stems 
and  leaves, — a  class  which  includes  all  the  algje.  Next 
succeed  the  Acrogens,  or  flowerless  plants  that  possess  both 
stems  and  leaves, — such  as  the  ferns  and  their  allies.  Next, 
omitting  an  inconspicuous  class,  represented  by  but  a  few 
parasitical  plants  incapable  of  preservation  as  fossils,  come 
the  Endogens,  —  monocotyledonous  flowering  plants,  that 
include  the  palms,  the  liliaceae,  and  several  other  families,  all 
characterized  by  the  parallel  venation  of  theii*  leaves. 
Next,  omitting  another  inconspicuous  tribe,  there  follows  a 
very  important  class,  —  the  Gymnogens,  —  polycotyledo- 
nous  trees,  represented  by  the  coniferje  and  cycadaceae. 
And,  last  of  all,  come  the  Dicotyledonous  Exogens, — a  class 
to  which  all  our  fruit,  and  what  are  known  as  our  ^^  forest 
trees,"  belong,  with  a  vastly  preponderating  majority  of  the 
herbs  and  flowers  that  impart  fertility  and  beauty  to  our 
gardens  and  meadows.  This  last  class,  though  but  one,  now 
occupies  much  greater  space  in  the  vegetable  kingdom  than 
all  the  others  luiited. 

Such  is  the  armngement  of  Lindley,  or  rather  an  aiTange- 
ment  the  slow  growth  of  ages,  to  which  this  distinguished 
botanist  has  given  the  last  finishing  touches.    And  let  us 
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now  mark  how  closely  it  resembles  the  geologic  nrrange- 
ment  as  developed  in  the  successive  stages  of  the  eailh's 
history. 


Fenaiiu. 
Trluala. 


Ttutlogciil. 


DJcolylcdtmoDiTi 


The  most  ancient  period  of  whose  oi^nisms  any  trace 
remains  in  tho  rocks  seems  to  have  been,  prev^Ungly  at 

*  The  horizontal  lines  In  thfs  diagram  Indloto  the  divisions  of  the 
Tariona  geologic  ajTSteniB; '  the  vertical  lines  the  sweep  or  Ihe  varioas 
cIbhcs  or  sub-classes  of  planU  across  the  geologic  scale,  »llh,  eo  f^  a« 
has  yet  b«on  ascertained,  the  place  of  their  firtt  appearance  In  ctentlon; 
wliUc  tho  double  line  of  type  below  sbowa  in  wliat  degree  the  order  of 
their  ocpurrence  agrees  with  Ihe  arrangement  of  the  botanist.  Tho  single 
point  of  dinbrence  indicated  by  the  diaffmrn  between  the  order  of  occur- 
RDce  and  that  of  amngemcnt,  viz.,  the  transposition  of  Ihe  gymnogcnoui 
nnil  monocolvledononi  classes,  mnst  be  regarded  im  pniely  provisionnl. 
[t  ]<  dcflnilcly  nsccrtalncd  lliat  the  Ijiwcr  Old  Red  Sandstone  has  its 
coniferoDs  wood,  but  not  yet  definitely  ascertained  thai  il  hns  its  into 
inoiiocotyleclonona  .plants ;  though  Indications  are  nol  nwnniiiig  that  Hio 
latter  were  Introduced  npon  the  scene  at  least  as  early  as  the  pines  or 
Btancaiiaiu;  and  the  chance  discovei;  of  Mrao  fossil  In  ■■nndently  good 
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least,  a  period  of  Thallogens.  We  must,  of  course,  take 
into  account  the  fact,  that  it  has  yielded  no  land  plants,  and 
that  the  sea  is  everywhere  now,  as  of  old,  the  great  habitat 
of  the  algSB,  —  one  of  the  four  great  orders  into  which  the 
Thallogens  are  divided.  There  appear  no  traces  of  a  ter- 
restrial vegetation  until  we  reach  the  uppermost  beds  of 
the  Upper  Silurian  System.  But,  account  for  the  fact  as 
we  may,  it  is  at  least  worthy  of  notice,  that,  alike  in  the 
systems  of  our  botanists  and  in  the  chronological  arrange- 
ments of  our  geologists,  the  first  or  introductory  class 
which  occurs  in  the  ascending  order  is  this  humble  Thallo- 
genic  class.  There  is  some  trace  in  the  Lower  Silurians  of 
Scotland  of  a  vegetable  structure  which  may  have  belonged 
to  one  of  the  humbler  Endogens,  of  which,  at  least,  a  shiglo 
genus,  the  ZosteracecBy  still  exists  in  salt  water;  but  the 
trace  is  faint  and  doubtful,  and,  even  were  it  established,  it 
would  form  merely  a  solitary  exception  to  the  general 
e>ddence  that  the  first  known  period  of  vegetable  existence 
was  a  period  of  Thallogens.  The  terrestrial  remains  of  the 
Upper  Silurians  of  England,  the  oldest  yet  known,  consist 
chiefly  of  spore-like  bodies,  which  belonged,  says  Dr. 
Hooker,  to  Lycopodiaceae,  —  an  order  of  the  second  or 
acrogenic  class.  And,  in  the  second  great  geologic  period, 
—  that  of  the  Old  Red  Sandstone,  —  we  find  this  second 
class  not  inadequately  represented.  In  its  lowest  fossil- 
iferous  beds  we  detect  a  Lycopodite  which  not  a  little 
resembles  one  of  the  commonest  of  our  club  mosses, —  Zy- 
copodiuni  clavatnni^ — with  a  minute  fern  and  a  large  stii- 
atod  plant  resembling  a  calamite,  and  evidently  allied  to  an 
existing  genus  of  Acrogens,  the  equisetacea;.  In  the  Middle 
Old  Red  Sandstone  there  also  occurs  a  small  fern,  with 

state  of  keeping  to  determine  the  point  may,  of  course,  nt  once  rctrans- 
I)OSC  the  transposition,  and  bring  into  complete  correspondence  ihe  goo- 
logic  and  botanic  arrangcmonts. 

4* 
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some  tracxj  of  a  larger;  and  one  of  iw  hent  presened 
vegetable  organisms  is  a  lepiutodendron, — an  extinot  ally 
of  the  Lycopodiums ;  wliilc  iu 
the  uppOT  beda  of  the  eystcm, 
espetoally  as  developed  in  the 
south  o(  Ireland,  the  noUe  fern 
known  as  CycloplerU  Ilibertticug 
is  very  abundiuit.  Thiii  ft.'j'n  has 
been  detected  also  id  the  Up]>cr 
Old  Red  of  our  own  counlry, 
mingled  with  fi'^^^cnts  of  con- 
tempo  i-ary  calamitcs.  With, 
however,  tJicse  earliest  plantn  of 
the  laud  yet  known,  th^c  occurs 
a  true  wood,  which  belonged,  as 
Bhow-n  by  its  stiueture,  to  a 
gymnospcrmous  or  yolycotyle- 
donou.-  tree,  and  which  we  find 
associated  with  remains  of  Coo- 
wsteus  and  DiplacantjKi?. 

And  here  let  mc  remark,  that 
the  facts  of  Falceontological 
sdence  compel  us  to  blend,  in 
some  degree,  with  the  classifica- 
tion of  our  modem  botanists, 
that  of  the  botanists  of  an  earlier 
time.  In  a  passage  already  quoted,  Solomon  b  said  to 
have  discoursed  of  plants,  "fi-om  the  cedar  tree  that  is 
in  Lebanon,  to  the  hyssop  that  spiingeth  out  of  the  wall," 
—  from  the  great  tree  to  the  minute  herb;  and  Cowley 
rose,  in  his  metrical  treatise,  as  has  been  shoii-n,  from 
descriptions  of  herbs  and  flowers  to  tloscriptions  of  fruit 
and  forest  trees.  And  as  in  every  arxe  in  which  there 
existed  a  terrestrial  vegetation  there  seem  to  have  been 
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"trees"  aa  ceruunly  aa  "herbs,    the  palasuiitoloakol  hot- 

autist  findfi  that  he  has,  in  cooBequeDcc,  to  ruuge  his  cbuiaeci, 

FIf.  & 


(Hig.  roity  dJuusUn. 


not  in  one  series,  bnt  in  two,  —  the  Gymnogens,  or  cone- 
bearing  trees,  in  a  line  nearly  parallel  with  the  Acrogens, 
or  flowerless,  apore-bcaring  herbs.  But  the  arrangement  is 
in  no  degree  the  less  striking  from  the  circumstance  that  it 
is  ranged,  nqj  in  one,  but  in  two  lines.  It  is,  however,  an 
untoward  arrangement  for  the  purposes  of  the  Lamarckian, 
whose  pecniiap  hypothesis  would  impcratii'oly  demand,  not 
11  dmible,  bnt  a  ainijle  column,  in  which  the  ferns  and  club 
mosses  would  stand  fiir  in  advance,  in  jwiiit  of  time,  of  the 
Coniforic.  In  the  Coal  Measures,  so  remarkable  for  the 
great  luxuriance  of  t'-ir  flora,  both  the  Gyiuiiogi^a  and 
Acrogens  are  largely  developed,  with  a  vi^ry  puzziing  Inter- 
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mediate  class,  that,  while  they  attained  to  the  size  of  trees, 
like  the  former,  retained  in  a  remarkable  degree,  as  in  the 
Lepidodendra  and  the  Calamites,  the  peculiar  features  of 
the  latter.  And  with  these  there  apj^ear,  though  more 
sparingly,  the  Endogens,  —  monocotyledonous  plants,  rei>- 
resentt»d  by  a  few  palm-like  trees  (Palmacites),  a  few  date- 
like fruits  (Trigonocarpum),  and  a  few  gi'ass-like  herbs 
(Poac'ites).  In  the  gi'eat  Secondary  division,  the  true  dico- 
tyledonous i)lants  first  appear ;  but,  so  far  as  is  yet  known, 
no  dicotyledonous  wood.  In  the  earlier  formations  of  the 
division  a  degree  of  doubt  attaches  to  even  the  few  leaves 
of  this  class  hitherto  detected  ;  but  in  the  Lower  Creta- 
ceous strata  they  become  at  once  unequivocal  in  their  char- 
acter, and  comparatively  abundant,  both  as  individuals  and 
species ;  and  in  the  Tertiary  deposits  they  greatly  out- 
number all  the  humbler  classes,  and  appear  not  only  as 
herbs,  but  also  as  great  trees.  Not,  however,  until  shortly 
before  the  introduction  of  man  do  some  of  their  highest 
orders,  such  as  the  Rosacea*,  come  upon  the  scene,  as 
plants  of  that  great  garden  —  uicluding  the  fields  of  the 
agriculturist  —  which  it  has  been  part  of  man's  set  t^sk 
upon  earth  to  keep  and  to  dress.  And  such  seems  to  be 
the  qrder  of  classification  in  the  vegetable  kingdom,  as 
developed  in  creation,  and  detenniued  by  the  geologic 
periods. 

The  parallelism  which  exists  between  the  course  of 
creation,  as  exhibited  in  the  animal  kingdom,  and  the  classi- 
fication of  the  greatest  zoologist  of  moderYi  times,  is  perhaps 
still  more  remarkable.  Cuvier  divides  all  animals  into 
vertebrate  and  invertebrate;  the  invertebrates  consisting, 
according  to  his  arrangement,  of  three  great  divisions, — 
mollusca,  articulata,  and  radiata;  and  the  vertebrates,  of 
four  great  classes, — the  mammals,  Jie  birds,  the  reptiles, 
and  the  fishes.     From  the  lowest  zone  at  which  organic 
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reronins  occur,  up  till  the  higher  beds  of  the  Lower  Silurian 
System,  all  the  animal  remains  yet  futnid  belong  to  the 
invertebrate  divisions.  The  numerous  tables  of  stone  which 
compose  the  leaves  of  this  first  and  earliest  of  the  geologic 
volomes  correspond  in  their  contents  with  that  concluding 
volume  of  Cuvier's  great  work  in  which  he  deals  with  the 
moUusca,  articulata,  and  radiata ;  with,  however,  this  differ- 
ence, that  the  three  great  divi^ons,  instead  of  occurring  in 
a  continuous  seiies,  are  ranged,  like  the  terrestrial  herbs 
and  trees,  in  parallel  columns.  The  chain  of  animal  being 
on  its  first  appearance  is,  if  I  may  so  express  myself^  a  three- 
fold chain; — a  £ict  nicely  correspondent  witii  the  fuith^r' 

Fig.  *• 
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fact,  that  we  cannot  in  the  present  creation  range  eeriaUy, 
as  either  higher  or  lower  in  the  scale,  at  least  two  of  thase 


•  The  horizontal  lines  of  the  diBjrrem  here  Indicate,  as  In  Fin.  i,  th« 
divisions  of  tho  soveral  geologic  systems;  the  Tcrticol  lines  represent  tiid 
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divisions, — the  moUusca  and  articulata.  In  one  of  the 
higher  beds  of  the  Upper  Silurian  System, —  a  bed  which 
borders  on  the  base  of  the  Old  Red  Sandstone, — the  ver- 
tebrates make  their  earliest  appearance  in  their  fourth  or 
ichthyic  claiss ;  ahd  we  find  ourselves  in  that  volume  of  the 
geologic  record  which  corresponds  to  Cuvier*g  volume  <»n 
the  fishes.  In  the  many-folded  pages  of  the  Old  Red  Sand- 
stone, till  we  reach  the  highest  and  last,  there  occur  the 
remains  of  no  other  vertebrates  than  those  of  this  fourth 
class ;  but  in  its  uppermost  deposits  there  appear  traces  of 
the  third  or  reptilian  class ;  and  in  passing  upwards  still, 
through  the  Carboniferous,  Permian,  and  Triassic  Systems, 
we  find  reptiles  continuing  the  master  existences  of  the 
time.  The  geologic  volume  in  which  these  great  formations 
are  included  corresponds  to  the  Cuvierian  one  devoted  to 
the  Reptilia.  Early  in  the  Oolitic  System,  birds,  Cuvier*8 
second  class  of  the  vertebrata,  make  their  first  appearance^ 
though  their  remains,  like  those  of  birds  in  the  present  time, 
are  rare  and  infrequent ;  and,  for  at  least  the  earlier  periods 
of  their  existence,  we  know  that  they  were, — that  they 
haunted  for  food  the  waters  of  the  period,  and  waded  in 
their  shallows, — only  from  marks  similar  to  those  by  which 
Crusoe  became  first  aware  of  the  visits  paid  to  his  island  by 
his  savage  neighbors, — their  footprints,  left  impressed  on 
the  sands  over  ^vhich  they  stalked  of  old.  This  early 
Oolitic  volume  corresponds  in  its  contents  to  the  section  de- 
voted by  Cuvier,  in  his  great  woi-k,  to  his  secxjnd  class,  th^ 
birds.    And  in  the  Stonisfield  slate, — a  deposit  interposed 

• 
IcadinjiC  divisions  and  classes  of  animals,  and,  as  shown  by  the  formations 

in  which  their  earliest  known  remains  occur,  the  probable  period  of  tljiir 

first  appearance  in  creation;  while  the  doable  line  of  text  below  exhibits 

the  complete  correspondence  which  obtains  between  their  occurrence  in 

nature  and  the  Cuvierian  arrangement.     The  line  representative  of  the 

Riidiata  ou.^ht  perhaps  to  have  been  elevated  a  little  higher  than  cither  of 

its  two  ncljrhbors. 
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between  the  "Inferior**  and  "Great  Oolites,"  we  detect 
the  earliest  indications  of  his  first  or  mammalifcrous  class, 
apparently  represented,  however,  by  but  one  order, — the 
Marsupiata,  or  pouched  animals,  to  whose  special  place  in 
the  scale  I  shall  afterwards  have  occasion  to  refer.  Not 
until  we  reach  the  times  of  the  Tertiary  division  do  the 
mammals  in  their  higher  orders  appear.  The  great  Terti- 
ary volume  corresponds  to  those  volumes  of  Cuvier  which 
treat  of  the  placental  animals  that  suckle  their  young. 
And  finally, — last  bom  of  creation,  —  man  appeai*s  upon 
the  scene>  in  his  several  races  and  varieties ;  the  sublime 
arch  of  animal  being  at  length  receives  its  keystone ;  and 
the  finished  work  stands  up  complete,  from  foundation  to 
pinnacle,  at  once  an  admirably  adjusted  occupant  of  space, 
and  a  wonderful  monument  of  Divine  arrangement  and 
classification,  as  it  exists  in  time.  Save  at  two  special 
points,  to  which  I  shall  afterwards  advert,  the  particular 
arrangement  unfolded  by  geologic  history  is  exactly  that 
which  the  greatest  and  most  philosophic  of  the  naturalists 
had,  just  previous  to  its  discovery,  originated  and  adopted 
as  most  conformable  to  nature :  the  arrangements  of  geo- 
logic history  as  exhibited  in  time,  i^  commencing  at  the 
earliest  ages,  we  pursue  it  downwards,  is  exactly  that  of 
the  "  Animal  Kingdom "  of  Cuvier  read  backwards. 

Let  us  then,  in  grappling  with  the  vast  multiplicity  of 
our  subject,  attempt  reducing  and  simplifying  it  by  means 
of  the  classifying  principle ;  not  simply,  however,  —  again 
to  recur  to  the  remark  of  the  metaphysician,  —  as  an  inter- 
nal principle  given  us  by  nature,  but  as  an  external  principle 
eacemplijied  by  nature.  Let  us  take  the  organisms  of  the 
old  geologic  periods  in  the  order  in  which  they  occur  in 
time ;  secure,  as  has  been  shown,  that  if  our  chronology  be 
correct,  our  classification  will,  as  a  consequence,  be  good. 
It  Avili  be  for  the  natural  theologians  of  the  coming  age  t<, 
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show  the  bearing  of  this  wonderM  fiict  on  the  progress  of 
man  towards  the  just  and  the  solid,  and  on  the  being  and 
character  of  man's  Creator,  —  to  establish,  on  the  one  hand, 
against  the  undue  depreciators  of  intellect  and  its  results, 
that  in  certain  departments  of  mind,  such  as  that  which 
deals  A\dth  the  arrangement  and  development  of  the  scheme 
of  organic  being,  human  thought  is  not  profitlessly  revolv- 
ing in  an  idle  circle,  but  progressing  Godwards,  and  gradu- 
ally unlocking  the  order  of  creation.  And,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  will  be  equally  his  proper  business  to  demand  of 
the  Pantheist  how,  — seeing  that  only  persons  (such  as  the 
Cuviers  and  Lindleys)  could  have  wrought  out  for  themselves 
the  real  an-angcment  of  this  scheme, — how,  I  say,  or  on  what 
principle,  it  is  to  be  held  that  it  was  a  scheme  originated 
and  established  at  the  beginning,  not  by  SLpersoruxl^  but  by 
an  impersonal  God.  But  our  present  business  is  with  the 
/act  of  the  parallel  arrangements,  Divine  and  human, — 
not  with  the  inferences  legitimately  deducible  from  it. 

Beginning  with  the  plants,  let  us,  however,  remark,  that 
they  do  not  precede  in  the  order  of  their  appearance  the 
humbler  animals.     Ko  more  ancient  organism  than  the 

Fig.  5. 
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Oldhamia  of  the  Lowest  Irish  Silurians,  a  plant-like  zoo- 
phyte somewhat  resembling  our  modem  sertularia,  has  yet 
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l>oen  detected  by  the  geologist ;  thongh  only  a  few  months 
ago  the  researches  of  Mr.  Salter  in  the  ancient  roclss  of  the 
Longmynd,  Shropshire,  previously  deemed  unfossiliferoiis, 
have  given  to  it  what  seeni  to  be  contemporary  vegetable 
organisms,  in  a  few  ill-preserved  fucoids.  So  far  as  is  yet 
known,  plants  and  animals  ajipear  together,  Tlie  long  up- 
ward march  of  the  animal  kingdom  takes  its  departure  at 
its  starting  point  from  a  thick  forest  of  algre.  In  Bohemia, 
in  Norway,  in  Sweden,  in  the  British  Islands,  in  Korth 
America,  wherever,  in  lino,  what  appears  to  be  the  lowest^  or 
at  least  one  of  the  lowest,  zones  of  Hfc  has  yet  been  detected, 
the  rocks  are  found  to  bo  darkened  by  the  remains  of  nigs, 
BO  abundantly  developed  in  some  cases,  that  they  compose, 
as  in  the  ancient  Lower  Silurians  of  Dumfriesshire,  impure 
beds  of  anthracite  several  feet  in  thickness.  Apparently, 
from  the  ori^nal  looseness  of  their  texture,  the  individual 
plants  are  but  indifferently  preserved ;  nor  can  we  expect 
tliat  organisms  so  ancient  should  exhibit  any  very  close 
resemblance  to  the  plants  which  darken  the  balftido  rocks 
iind  skerries  of  our  coasts  at  the  present  time.  Wo  do 
detect,  however,  in  some  of  these  primordial  fossils,  at  least 


Fig.  8. 


a  noticeable  likeness  to  families  finniliar  to  the  modem  algie- 
ologist.     The  cord-like  plant,  Chur<la  filum,  known  to  «||L 
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cliilflren  as  "  do?A  men's  ropes,"  from  its  proving  fatal  at 
tinios  to  the  too  adventurous  swimmer  who  gets  entangled 
in  its  thick  wreaths,  had  a  Lower  Silurian  representative, 
known  to  the  Palaeontologist  as  the  Pakeochorda^  or  an- 
cient chorda,  which  existed  apparently  hi  two  species,  —  a 
larger  and  Smaller.  The  still  better  known  Chondrits  cris- 
pu8j  the  Irish  moss  or  carrageen  of  our  cookery-books,  has 
likewise  its  apparent  though  more  distant  representative  in 
Chondritis^  a  Lower  Silurian  algse,  of  which  there  seems  to 
exist  at  least  three  species.  The  fucoids,  or  kelp  weeds, 
appear  to  have  had  also  their  representatives  in  such  plants 
as  Fucoides  gracilis  of  the  Lower  Silurians  of  the  Malvems; 
in  short,  the  Thallogens  of  the  first  ages  of  t^egetable  life 
seem  to  have  resembled,  in  the  group,  and  in  at  least 
their  more  prominent  features,  the  algjfe  of  the  existing 
time.  And  with  the  first  indications  of  land  we  pass  direct 
from  the  Thallogens  to  the  Acrogens, — from  the  sea  weeds 
to  the  fern  allies.  The  Lycopodiacese,  or  club  mosses,  bear 
in  the  axils  of  their  leaves  minute  circular  cases,  which  form 
the  receptacles  of  their  spore-like  seeds.  And  when,  high 
in  the  Upper  Silurian  System,  and  just  when  preparing  to 
quit  it  for  the  Lower  Old  Red  Sandstone,  we  detect  our 
earliest  terrestrial  organisms,  we  find  that  they  are  com- 
posed exclusively  of  those  little  spore  receptacles.  The  num- 
ber of  land  plants  gradually  increases  as  we  ascend  into  the 
overlying  system.  Still,  however,  the  Flora  of  even  the 
Old  Red  is  but  meagre  and  poor;  and  you  will  perhaps 
permit  me  to  lighten  this  part  of  my  subject,  which  threat- 
ens too  palpably  to  partake  of  the  poverty  of  that  with 
which  it  deals,  by  a  simple  illustration. 

We  stand,  at  low  ebb,  on  the  outer  edge  of  one  of  those 
iron-bound  shores  of  the  Western  Highlands,  rich  in  forests 
of  algae,  from  which,  not  yet  a  generation  bygone,  our  Celtic 
proprietoi*s  used  to  derive  a  larger  portion  of  their  revenues 
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t'inn  f.om  tlieir  fields  and  ittoon.  -  Rock  and  skerry  are 
bron-n  with  sea  weed.  The  long  cylindrical  lines  of  Chorda 
fiium,  many  feet  in  length,  lie  aslant  in  the  tideway ;  long 
shaggy  banches  of  FSicu*  serratua  and  ,FWv«  nodonit  dioop 
heavily  from  the  rock  sides ;  while  the  flatter  ledges,  thnt 
form  the  uneven  floor  upon  which  we  tread,  bristle  thick 
with  the  stifl",  cartil^nons,  many-cleft  ftonds  of  at  least  two 
species  of  chondrus,  —  the   eommoa  carrageen,  and  the 

Kg,  T.  Ffg.  8. 
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smaller  species,  C,  Ncrvegieue.     Kow,  in  tiie  thicHy-spread 
ftiooids  of  this  Highland  shore  we  have  not  a  very  inadequate 
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representation  of  the  first,  or  thallogenic  vegetation,  —  that 
of  the  great  Silurian  period,  aa  exhibited  in  the  rocka,  from 
the  base  to  nearly  the  top  of  the  system.  And  should  we 
add  to  the  rocky  tract,  rich  in  fucoids,  a  submarine  meadow 
of  pale  Bhell  sand,  covered  by  a  deep  green  swathe  of  zos- 
tera,  with  its  jointed  saccharine  roots  and  slim  flowers,  un- 
iumished  with  petals,  we  would  render  it  perhaps  more 
adequately  representative  still. 

We  cross  the  beach,  and  enter  on  a  bare  brown  moor, 
comparatively  feitile,  however,  in  the  club  mosses.  One  of 
the  lai^est  and  finest  of  the  species,  Zycopodium  davatum, 
with  its  long  scaly  stems  and  upright  spikes  of  lighter  green, 
—  altogether  a  graceful  though  Sowerless  plant,  which  the 
herd-boy  learns  to  select  from  among  its  fellows,  and  to  bind 
round  his  cap,  —  goes  trailing  on  the  drier  spots  for  many 
feet  over  the  soil;  while  at  the  edge  of  trickling  runnel  or 


rig.*. 


marshy  hollow,  a  smaller  and  less  hardy  species,  Lj/eopO' 
dium  inundatum,  takes  its  place.  The  mamht^s  thcnisolves 
bristle  thick  with  the  deep  grocn  horse  tail,  Equisetum 
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fiuviatiU,  with  its  fluted  stem  and  verticillate  eeries  of  linear 
branches.  Two  othci«spGcics  of  the  same  genus,  Equisetum 
tybxUician  and  Eqitiaetunt  arvense,  flourisli  on  the  drier 
parts  of  the  moor,  hlent  with  two  specie's  of  minute  fenis, 
the  moonwort  and  the  adder's  tongue,  - — '  fi'ms  that,  Uke  the 
magnificent  royal  fern  ( Oatnutida  regalis),  thongli  on  a 
much  humbler  scale,  bear  their  seed  cases  on  independent 
stems,  and  were  much  sought  after  of  old  for  imaginary 
virtues,  which  the  modem  schools  of  medicine  refuse  to 
recognize.  Higher  up  the  moor,  ferns  of  ampler  size  occur, 
and  what  seems  to  be  rushes,  which  bear  atop  conglobate 
panicles  on  their  smooth  leafless  steins ;  but  at  its  lower 
edge  little  else  appears  than  the  higher  Acrogens,  —  ferns 
and  their  alUcs.  There  occurs,  however,  just  beyond  the 
first  group  of  club  mosses,  —  a  romarkablo  exception  in  a 
Bolitsiy  |Hne,  —  the  advance  guard  of  one  of  the  andcnt 

Fig.  10. 
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fbreats  of  the  country,  which  may  be  seen  iiir  in  the  b&dc^ 
gronnd,  clothing  with  its  shaggy  covering  of  deep  green 
the  lower  billHslopes.    And  as  we  found  in  the  Thallogens  of 
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that  littoral  zone  over  which  we  have  just  passed,  represent- 
atives of  the  marine  flora  of  the  Sil^irian  System,  from  the 
first  appearance  of  organisms  in  its  nether  beds,  to  its  bone^ 
bed  of  the  Upper  Ludlow  rocks,  in  which  the  Lycopodites 
first  appear,  so  in  the  Acrogens  of  that  moor^  with  its 
solitary  coniferous  tree,  we  may  recognise  an  equally 
striking  representative  of  the  terrestrial  flora  which  existc  . 
during  the  deposition  of  these  Ludlow  rocks,  and  of  the 
various  formations  of  the  Old  Red  Sandstone,  Lower, 
Middle,  and  Upper. 

In  the  upper  beds  of  tho  \Jpper  SUurian,  as  has  been 
alreMy  remarked,  Lycopodites  e  the  only  terrestrial  plants 
yet  found.  Li  the  Lower  Old  Red  Sandstone  we  find  added 
to  these,  with  Thallogens  that  bear  at  least  the  same  gen- 
eral character  as  in  the  system  beneath,  minute  ferns,  and  a 
greatly  larger  plant,  allied  to  the  horse  tails.  The  Old  Red 
flora  seems  to  have  been  prevailingly  an  acrogenic  flora ; 
and  yet  with  almost  its  first  beginnings,  —  contemporary 
with  at  least  the  earlier  fossils  of  the  system  in  Scotland,  we 
find  a  true  polycotyledonous  tree,  not  lower  in  the  scale 
than  the  araucarites  of  the  Coal  Measures,  —  which  in 
structure  it  greatly  resembles,  —  or  than  the  pines  or  cedars 
of  our  own  times  (see  Fig.  3).  In  the  Middle  Old  Red 
Sandstone  there  occurs,  with  plants  representative  apparently 
of  the  ferns  and  their  allies,  a  somewhat  equivocal  and  doubt- 
ful organism,  which  may  have  been  the  panicle  or  compomid 
fruit  of  some  aquatic  rush  j  while  in  the  Upper  Old  Red, 
just  ere  the  gorgeous  flora  of  the  Coal  Measures  began  to 
be,  there  exbted  in  considerable  abundance  a  stately  feni, 
the  Cyclopteris  Hibemicua  (see  Fig.  2)^  of  mayhap  not 
smaller  proportions  than  our  monarch  of  the  British  ferns, 
Osniufidci  regaliSj  associated  n^'ith  a  peculiar  lepidodetidron, 
and  what  seems  to  be  a  lepidostrobus,  —  possibly  the  fruc- 
tiferous spike  or  cone  of  the  latter,  mingled  with  carbona- 
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ceoas  stems,  vhich,  in  the  simplicity  of  their  texture,  and 
their  sbnndance,  give  endenoe  of  s  low  bat  not  scanty 


CAUMITB? 

LYCOPOCITB? 

ShMlind. 

Thnno. 

(ODe><gIithiiM.>ix(.) 

vegetation.  Ere  pasdng  to  the  luxuriant  carTjoniferona 
flora,  I  shall  make  but  one  other  remark.  The  oxistinn; 
plants  whence  we  derive  our  analogies  in  dealing  irith  the 
v^etation  of  this  early  period,  contribute  but  little,  if  at  all, 
to  the  support  of  animal  life.  The  ferns  and  their  alhes 
remain  untonched  by  the  grazing  animals.  Our  native  club 
mosses,  thongh  onee  used  in  medicine,  are  positively  deto- 
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terioos ;  tho  horse  t^ls,  though  harmless,  so  abonnd  in  silex, 
which  wraps  them  round  with  a  cuticle  of  stone,  that  they 
are  rarely  cropped  by  cattle ;  while  the  thickets  of  fem 


ftsK?  of  Lower  Old  Red  Saadatone. 
Orkney. 
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which  cover  our  hill-^iles,  and  seem  so  temptingly  rich  and 
green  in  their  season,  scarce  support  the  existence  of  anngle 
creature,  and  remain  untouched  in  stem  and  leaf,  from  their 
first  apjwarance  in  spring,  until  they  droop  and  wither  under 
the  frosts  of  early  winter.  Even  the  insects  thai  infest  the 
herbaria  of  the  botanist  almost  never  injure  Ins  ferns.  Nor 
are  our  resin-producing  conifers,  though  they  nourish  a  few 
beetles,  favorites  with  the  herbivorous  tribes  in  a  mnch 
greater  degree.  Judging  from  oil  we  yet  know,  tho  earliest 
terrestrial  flora  may  have  covered  the  diy  land  with  its 
mantle  of  cheerful  green,  and  served  its  general  purposes, 
clH-micil  and  others,  in  the  well-balanced  economy  of  nature ; 
biit  the  hi'rb-eating  animals  would  have  fared  but  ill  even 
xilieru  it  throve  most  luxuriantly  ;  and  it  seems  to  harmonize 
with  the  fact  of  its  non-edible  character,  that  up  to  the  pres- 
ent t'mio  wo  know  not  that  a  ^nglc  herbivorous  animal 
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lived  among  its  shades.  From  all  that  appears,  it  may  be 
inferred  that  it  had  not  to  serve  the  purposes  of  the  floras 
of  the  passing  time,  in  which,  according  to  the  poet, 

"  The  world's  bread  depends  on  the  shooting  of  a  seed." 

The  flora  of  the  Coal  jyieasures  was  the  richest  and  most 
luxuriant,  in  at  least  individual  productions,  with  which  the 
fossil  botanist  has  formed  any  acquaintance.  Never  before 
or  since  did  our  planet  bear  so  rank  a  vegetation  as  that 
of  which  the  numerous  coal  seams  and  inflammable  shales 
of  the  carboniferous  period  form  but  a  portion  of  the 
remains,  —  the  portion  spared,  in  the  first  instance,  by 
dissipation  and  decay,  and  in  the  second  by  the  denuding 
agencies.  Almost  all  our  coal,  —  the  stored  up  fuel  of  a 
world, — forms  but  a  comparatively  small  part  of  the  produce 
of  this  wonderful  flora.  Amid  much  that  was  so  strange 
and  antique  of  type  in  its  productions  as  to  set  the  analogies 
of  the  botanist  at  fault,  there  occurred  one  solitary  order, 
not  a  few  of  whose  species  closely  resembled  their  cogeners 
of  the  present  time.  I  refer,  of  course,  to  its  ferns.  And 
these -seem  to  have  formed  no  small  proportion  of  the  entire 
flora  of  the  period.  Francis  estimates  the  recent  dorsifer- 
ous ferns  of  Great  Britain  at  thirty-five  species,  and  the 
species  of  all  the  other  genera  at  six  more,  —  forty-one 
species  in  all ;  and  as  the  flowering  plants  of  the  country  do 
not  fall  short  of  fourteen  hundred  species,  the  ferns  bear  to 
them  the  rather  small  proportion  of  about  one  to  thirty- 
five  ;  whereas  of  the  British  Coal  Measure  flora,  in  which 
we  do  not  yet  reckon  quite  three  hundred  species  of  plants, 
about  a  hundred  and  twenty  were  ferns.  Tliree  sevenths 
of  the  entire  carboniferous  flora  of  Britain  belonged  to  this 
familiar  class ;  and  for  about  fifly  species  more  we  can  dis- 
cover no  nearer  analogies  than  ^hose  which  connect  them 
with  the  fern  allies.    And  if  with  the  British  Coal  Measure 
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we  inclilile  those  also  of  the  Continent  of  America,  we  xhall 
find  the  proportions  in  &vor  of  the  ferns  still  greater.  The 
number  of  carboniferous  plants  hitherto  described  amounts, 
gays  M.  Ad,  Brogniart,  to  about  five  hundred,  and  of  these 
two  hundred  and  fifty,  —  one  half  of  the  whole,  —  were 
fema. 

Fig.  u.  ng.  ic  Pig.  16. 


Rising  in  the  scale  from  the  lower  to  the  higher  vege- 
table liirms  of  the  system, — from  its  ferns  toils  trees, — 
wo  fin.l  great  conifo^^  —  so  great  that  they  must  have 
i-.iiscd  their  heads  more  than  a  hundred  feet  over  the  soil ; 
and  such  was  their  abundance  in  this  neighborhood,  that 

*  Fig.  14.  Xcuroptcris  LoElitl.  Flff.  IS.  Ncnroplerla  glgantea.  Fig.  16, 
Ncoroplcrts  acumlnaiu.    Fig.  ft,  Sphtnopieris  afflnls.    Fig.  18,  Pecopleria 

liBlorophyllii.    Fig.  10,  Sphcnoptcris  dllitata. 
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ono  can  scarce  examine  a  fragment  of  cool  beside  one's 
household  fire  that  is  not  charged  vith  their  caibonized 
remains.  Thoo^  marked  by  certain  peculiarities  ol'  struc- 
ture, tbejr  bore,  as  is  ^on-n  by  tlie  fossil  trunks  of  Granton 
aad  Craigleith,  the  &miljar  outlines  of  true  coniferous  trees ; 
ud  inould  mayhap  have  diiFerod  90  more  in  appearance 
from  their  fiuccesaorsof  the  same  ord«  that  now  live  in  our 
forests,  than  these  diSer  from  the  conifers  of  New  Zealand 
or  of  New  South  Wales,    We  have  thus,  in  ohe  numerous 

Fig.  30. 


ferns  and  numerous  coniferous  trees  of  the  Coal  Measures, 
known  objects  by  which  to  conceive  of  some  of  the  more 
prominent  features  of  the  flora  of  which  they  composed  so 
lai'ge  a  part.  We  have  not  inadequate  conceptions  of  at 
once  the  giants  of  its  forests  and  the  green  swathe  of  its 
plains  and  hill-sides,  —  of  its  mighty  trees  and  its  dwarf 
miiJeni>orHl,  —  of  its  cedars  of  Lobanon,  fo  to  ppeak,  and  iti 
hyssop  of  the  wall.     But  of  an  intermediate  class  we  have 
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id  in  this  class  the  fossil 
botanist  finds  puzzles  and  en- 
igmas with  vhich  hitherto  at 
least  he  has  been  able  to  deal 
with  only  indifferent  success. 
There  is  a  view,  however,  mif- 
ficiently  simple,  which  may  be 
found  aomewhat  to  lessen,  if 
not  altogether  remove,  the  di£ 
ficulty.  Nature  does  not  dwell 
willingly  in  mediocrity ;  and 
so  in  all  ages  she  as  ccrtiunly 
produced  trees,  or  plants  of 
tree-like  proportions  and  bulk, 
as  she  did  minute  shrubs  and 
herbs.  In  not  a  few  of  the 
existing  orders  and  femiliea, 
such  as  the  Rosacese,  the  Le- 
guminosa;,  the  Myrtaceffi,  and 
many  others,  we  have  plants 
of  all  sizes,  from  the  creeping 


aerial  n 
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r  a,  Rachig,  greatly  thickened  towards  Its  base  by 
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herb,  half  hidden  in  the  sward,  to  the  stately  tree.  Tlie 
wild  dwarf  strawberry  and  minute  stone-bramble  are  of  the 
same  order  as  our  finer  orchard  trees,  —  apple,  pear,  and 
plnm,  —  or  as  those  noble  hawthorn,  mountain  ash,  and" 
wild  cherry  trees,  that  impart  such  beauty  to  our  lawns  and 
woods ;  and  the  minute  spring  vetch  and  everlasting  pea 
arc  denizens  of  the  same  great  £unily  as  the  tall  locust  and 
rosewood  trees,  and  the  gorgeous  laburnum.  Did  there 
exist  no  other  plants  than  the  RosacesB  or  the  Leguminosae, 
we  would  possess,  notwithstanding,  herbs,  shrubs,  and  trees, 
just  as  we  do  now.  And  in  plants  of  a  greatly  humbler 
order  we  have  instances  of  similar  variety  in  point  of  size. 
The  humblest  grass  in  our  meadows  belongs  to  the  same 
natural  order  as  the  taU  bamboo,  that,  shooting  up  its  pani- 
cles amid  the  jungles  of  India  to  the  height  of  sixty  feet, 
looks  down  upon  all  the  second  class  trees  of  the  country. 
Again,  the  minute  forked  spleenwort  of  Ai-thur  Seat,  which 
rarely  exceeds  three  inches  in  length,  is  of  the  same  family 
as  those  tree-ferns  of  Kew  Zealand  and  Tasmania  that  rise 
to  an  elevation  of  from  twenty  to  thirty  feet.  And  we  know 
how  in  the  ferns  provision  is  made  for  the  attainment  and 
maintenance  of  the  tree-like  size  and  character.  The  rachis, 
which  in  the  smaller  species  is  either  subterranean  or  nms 
along  the  ground,  takes  in  the  tree-fern  a  different  direction, 
and,  rising  erect,  climbs  slowly  upwards  in  the  character  of 
a  trunk  or  stem,  and  sends  out  atop,  year  after  yeai*,  a  higher 
and  yet  higher  coronal  of  fronds.  And  in  order  to  impart 
the  necessary  strength  to  this  trmik,  and  to  enable  it  to  war 
for  ages  with  the  elements,  its  mass  of  soft  cellular  tissue 
is  strengthened  all  round  by  internal  buttresses  of  dense 
vascular  fibre,  tough  and  elastic  as  the  strongest  woods. 

the  circumference;  /,  t;,  darkly-colored  woody  fibres  of  great  strength,  the 
"internal  buttresses"  of  the  illustration;  e,  the  outer  cortical  portion 
farmed  by  the  bases  of  the  leaves. 
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Now,  not  a  few  of  the  more  uuHnaloas  fonoB  of  the  Coal 
Measures  seem  to  be  sim{^7  f^n  allies  of  the  t^pes  Lycopo- 
dacese,  Mnruleacen,  and  Eqoisetiun,  that,  esctqnng  from  the 
mediocrity  of  mere  herbs,  shot  np  into  trees, — some  of 
them  very  great  trees, — and  that  had  of  neceauty  to  be 
furnished  with  a  tissue  widely  different  from  that  of  their 
minuter  contemporaries  and  snccessors.  It  was  of  oonrse 
an  absolate  metdianicfil  uecesBity,  that  if  they  were  to  pre- 
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•  ng,  S3,  Blanching  Btcm,  with  bark  via  lures.   Fig.  M,  Extivmit;  of 
bruicll.    Tig.  23,  Exireniity  of  auotliBr  branch,  with  IndlcMlon  «f  cooo- 
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sent,  by  being  tall  and  large,  a  wide  &ont  to  the  tempest, 
they  should  also  be  comparatively  solid  and  strong  to  resist 
it ;  but  with  thia  simple  mechanical  requirement  there  seems 
to  hare  mingled  a  principle  of  a  more  occult  character.  The 
Gymnogens  or  conifers  were  the  highest  vegetable  exist- 
ences of  the.period, —  its  true  trees;  and  all  the  tree-like 
lem  allies  were  strengthened  to  meet  the  necessities  of 
their  increased  size,  on,  if  I  may  so  speak,  a  coni/erottt 
principle.  Tissue  resembling  that  of  their  contemporary 
conifers  imparted  the  necessary  rigidity  to  their  frame- 
work; nay,  so  strangely  were  they  pervaded  throughout 
by  the  coniferous  characteristics,  that  it  seems  difficult  to 
determine  whether  they  really  most  resembled  the  acro- 
genous  or  gymnogenous  families.  The  Lepidodendra, — 
great  plants  of  the  club  moss  type,  that  rose  from  fitly  to 
seventy  feet  in  height,— ^ had  well  nigh  as  many  points  of 
resemblance  to  the  conifene  aa  to  the  Lycopoditca.    The 
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Calamitea, — reed-like,  jointed  plants,  that  more  nearly  re- 
semble the  Kquisetacete  than  aught  else  which  now  exists, 
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but  which  attained,  in  the  larger  specimens,  to  the  height 
of  ordinary  trees,  also  manifest  very  decidedly,  in  their 
internal  structure,  some  of  the  characteristics  of  tho  coni- 
fers. It  has  been  remarked  by  Lindley  and  Ilutton  of  even 
Sphenophyllum, — a  genus  of  plants  with  verticillate  feaves, 
of  which  at  least  six  species  occnr  in  our  Coal  Measures, 
and  which  Brogniart  i-elcrs  to  one  of  tho  humblest  femiiies 
of  the  fern  allies, —  that  it  seems  at  least  as  nearly  related 
to  the  Coniferaj  as  to  its  lowlier  representatives,  the  Mar- 
Bileacete.  And  it  is  this  nnion  of  traits,  pertaining  to  what 
are  now  widely  separated  orders,  that  imparts  to. not  a  few 
of  tile  vegetables  of  the  Coal  Measures  their  sngolarly 
anomalons  charnctcr. 

Let  me  attempt  introducing  yon  more  intimately  to  one 
of  those  plants  which  present  scarce  any  analogy  with  exist- 
ing forms,  and  which  must  have  imparted  so  strange  a 
character  and  appearance  to  tho  flora  of  the  Coal  Measures. 
The  SigiUaiiaformedaDuraerousgenosof  theCarbooiferous 


Fig.  a 
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period:  no  fewer  than  twenty-two  different  species  have 
been  enumerated  in  the  British  coal  fields  alone ;  and  such 
W;ls  their  individual  abundance,  that  there  are  great  seams 
of  coal  which  seem  to  be  almost  entirely  composed  of  their 
At  least  the  ancient  soil  on  which  these  seams 
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rest,  and  on  wUch  their  roateriala  appear  to  have  been 
elaborated  from  the  elements,  is  in  many  instances  as  thickly 
traversed  by  their  underground  stems  as  the  soil  oecnpied 
by  onr  densest  forests  is  traversed  hy  the  tangled  roots  of 
the  trees  by  which  it  is  covered ;  and  we  often  find  associated 
Tvith  them  in  these  cases  the  remains  of  no  other  plant. 
The  Sigillaria  were  remarkable  for  their  beautiAilly  sculp- 
tured stems,  varions  in  their  pattern,  according  to  their 
species.  All  were  fluted  vertically,  somewhat  like  columns 
of  the  Grecian  Doric;  and  each  flute  or  channel  had  its  line 
of  sculpture  running  adown  its  centre.  In  one  species  {S. 
fieaoiOBo)  the  sculpture  conusts  of  round  knobs,  surrounded 


by  single  rings,  like  the  heads  of  the  bolts  of  the  ship  car- 
penter ;  in  another  (5.  reniformis)  the  knobs  are  double, 
and  of  an  oval  form,  somewhat  resembling  pnirs  of  Kidneys, 
—  a  resemblance  to  which  the  species  on-cs  il-<  nniiic.  In 
another  speoiea  {8.  catenulata)  what  seenia  a  minute  chain 
6* 
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of  distinctly  f  innc.l  elliptical  Vrnka  drops  down  tlic  middle 
of  eaoh  flute ;  in  yet  aiiotlit'i-  (S.  oculata)  the  ciiiTiiigs  are 
of  an  oval  form,  and,  bearing  each  a  round  impres^oa  in  its 


Fig.  ao. 
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centre,  they  somewhat  resemble  rows  of  staring  goggle«yes; 
while  the  carvings  in  yet  another  spedes  (S.  packyderma) 
consist  chiefly  of  crescent-shaped  depressions.  The  roots, 
or  rather  underground  stems,  of  this  curious  genus  attracted 
notice,  from  their  singularity,  long  ere  their  connection  ivitli 
the  carved  and  fluted  stems  had  been  determined,  and  have 
been  often  describedasthe"stigmaria"  of  the  fossil  botauLst. 
They,  too,  have  their  curious  carvings,  consisting  of  deeply 
marked  stigmata,  quincuncially  arranged,  with  each  a  liltie 
ringat  its  bottom,  and,  in  at  least  one  rare  species,  surrounded 
by  a  sculptured  star.  Unlike  true  roots,  they  termifiato 
abruptly;  each  rootlet  vhirh  they  fcwX  forth  was  jointed  to 
the  little  ring  or  dimpled  knob  at  the  bottom  of  the  stig- 
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mata;  and  the  a-,:iKarain;o  ul'  ilit;  vholo,  as  it  radiiilfcl  IVom 
t!io  (.-(.'utral  itKis.%  whenff  the  carved  trunk  proceeded,  some- 
wlial  resembled  tliat  of  an  cnoi-mona  coacli-whecl  divested 


of  the  rim.  Trnfortunatcly  wo  cannot  yet  complete  our 
description  of  this  strange  plant.  A  specimen,  traced  for 
about  forty  feet  across  a  shale  bed,  was  foiind  to  bifurcate 
atop  into  two  great  branches, — a  characteristic  in  which,  with 
several  others,  it  differed  from  most  of  the  tree-ferns,  —  a 
class  of  plants  to  which  Ado!])ho  Brogriiart  is  inclined  to 
deem  it  related  ;  but  no  specimen  has  yet  shown  the  nature 
of  its  foliage,  I  am,  however,  not  a  little  disposed  to 
believe  with  Brogniart  that  it  may  have  bomo  as  leaves 
some  of  the  supposed  ferns  of  the  Coal  Measures ;  nowhere, 
at  least,  have  I  found  these  lie  so  thickly,  layer  above  layer, 
as  around  the  stems  of  Sigillaria;  and  the  fact  that,  even  in 
our  own  times,  plants  widely  differing  from  the  tree-ferns, 
— ;8uch,  for  instance,  aa  one  of  the  Cycadta;, —  should  bear 
leaves  scarce  distinguishable  from  fern  fronds,  may  well 
reconcile  us  to  an  apparent  anomaly  in  the  case  of  an  ancient 
plant  such  as  Sigillaria,  whose  entire  constitution,  so  tar  as 
it  haa  been  ascertained,  appears  to  have  been  anomalons. 
The  acnlpturesquo  character  of  this  richly  fretted  genua  was 
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eliaicd  by  not  a  ftw  of  ita  coiiU'iniwrarics.    The  Ulodendra, 
wild  tlieir  reoliiiiioar  rows  of  cii-cular  scars,  and  their  stems 
co\  (.Tt'd  with  leif  like  camnga,  riv^alled 
u  (.1    t  tie  ountelj  rehotfl  tonis 
of  1  C  r     1   n  col  imn     Ta,\  ilana, 
K      rii   II  il   iia,  many  of  the  Cala- 
mitis,  ai  d  a !  tlic  Lepidodcndra,  e\- 
bibito  1  the  most  dthtsitc  Bculptnnng. 
In  \(all  ing  amon^  the  rums  of  this 
ancient  llora,   the   Paleontologist  al- 
most feels  as  if  ho  had    got  among 
t1  0  b  okcn  fragments  of  Itahan  pal- 
es crecte  1  lo  ig  ages  ago  when  the 
.11  chitcctnre  of  Rome  was  most  ornate, 
and  every  moulding  was  roughened  with  ornament ;  and  in 


attempting  to  call  up  in  fancy  tlie  old  Carboniferous  foreata, 
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he  has  to  dwell  on  tliia  pecoliiir  feature  as  one  of  the  most 


(Portland  OoUtc  ) 
prominent,  and  to  see,  in  the  multitude  of  tnmka  darkened 
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above  by  cloods  of  foliage,  that, rise  upon  liim  in  the  pros- 
pect, the  slim  columns  of  an  elder  Alhanibra,  roughened 
with  arabesque  tracery  and  exquisite  filagree  work. 

In  the  Oolitic  flora  we  find  a  few  peculiar  features  intro- 
duced. The  Cycadete, — a  family  of  plants  allied  to  the 
ferns  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  the  conifers  on  the  other,  and 
which  in  their  general  aspect  not  a  Uttle  resemble  stunted 
palms, — appear  in  this  flora  for  the  first  time.  Its  coniferoKS 
genera,  too,  receive  great  accessions  to  their  numbers,  and 

Fi,.8T. 
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begin  to  resemble,  more  closely  than  at  an  earlier  period, 
the  genera  which  still  continae  to  exist.  The  cypresses,  the- 
yews,  the  thujas,  the  dammaras,  all  make  their  earliest  a|>- 
pearanco  in  the  flora  of  the  Oolite.  Among  our  existinj; 
woods  there  seem  to  be  but  two  conifers  (that  attain  to  the 
dignity  of  trees)  indigenous  to  Britain, — the  common  yew, 
Taxus  baccata,  and  the  common  Scotch  fir,  Pinva  gylveatrii  ; 
and  yet  we  know  that  the  latter  alone  formed,  during  the 
Ust  few  centuries,  great  woods,  that  darkened  for  many 
miles  together  the  now  barren  moors  and  bare  hill-eidcs  of 
the  Highlands  of  Scotland, — moors  and  hill-^dcs  that, 
though  long  since  divested  of  their  last  tree,  are  still  known 
by  their  old  name  of  forett*.    In  the  times  of  the  Oolite, 
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on  the  other  hand,  Britain  had  from  fourteen  to  twenty 
different  speeies  of  conifers  ;  and  its  great  forests,  of  wliose 
existence  we  have  direct  evidence  in  the  very  abundant 
lignites  of  the  system,  must  Iiavc  possessed  a  richness  and 
variety  which  our  ancient  lir  >\'ood3  of  the  historic  or  human 
IK'riod  could  not  have  jiossesscd.  With  the  Conifers  and 
ilic  CycadeiE  there  were  many  fema  associated, — so  many, 
that  they  still  composed  nearly  two  fifths  of  the  entire  flora; 
iui<l  associated  with  tiiese,  though  in  reduced  proportions, 
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we  find  the  fern  allies.  The  reduction,  however,  of  these 
last  is  rather  in  species  than  in  individuals.  The  Broi-a 
Coal,  one  of  the  most  considerable  Oolitic  seams  in  Euroi>e, 
secma  to  have  been  formed  almost  exclusively  of  an  eqiii- 
setum, —  £.  coiunmare.  In  this  flora  the  more  equivocal 
productions  of  the  Coal  Measures  are  represented  by  what 
seems  to  be  the  last  of  the  CitlnmiCes ;  but  it  contains  no 
Lepidodendra, — no  Ulodendia, — no  Sigillaria, — no  Fava- 
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lario, — no  Knoiria  or  Halonta.  Those  monstera  of  the  vep 
etablo  world  th:it  united  to  the  forms  of  itx  humbler  produc- 
tions the  bulk  of  trees,  had,  with  the  solitary  exception  of 
the  Calnmites,  paased  into  extinction  ;  and  ere  the  close  of 
the  system  they  too  had  disappeared.  The  forms  home  by 
most  of  the  Oolitic  plants  were  comparatively  &miliar  forms. 
With  the  Acrogens  and  Gymnogens  we  find  the  first  indica- 
tion of  the  LiliaveiD,  or  lily-like  plants, —  of  plants,  too, 
dllied  to  the  Piinilanacote  or  screw  pines,  the  truits  of  wliich 
fli-o  sometimes  preserved  in  a  wonderfully  perfect  state  of 
keeping  in  the  Inferior  Oolite,  together  with  Carpolithcs, — 
palm-like  fruitis  very  ornately  seulptnred,  —  and  the  remains 
of  at  least  one  other  monocotyledon,  that  bears  the  some- 
what general  name  of  an  Endogenitc.  With  these  there 
occur  a  few  disputed  leaves,  wliich  I  must  persist  in  regard- 
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i..^  aa  dicotyledonoui.  B:it  they  formed,  whatever  their 
true  character,  a  very  inconspicuous  feature  in  the  Oolitic 

■-  No  true  foflfill  pnlms  have  yol  Ihvii  lictcctcd  in  (ho  great  Colflio  n:icl 
Wrnlrkn  ejslcms,  llmupli  Ihcy  ctrtuiiily  occur  In  llic  Carhonlfctoii- iin.l 
Femilan  racks,  nnd  aro  taniparutivi'ly  coinmon  in  tlic  earlier  nn^l  lul.liIJi: 
Tertiary  (brmations.   Much  cannot  be  roiimii'ii  on  mcrciyncgolivGeviclHuv: 

this  RraccTal  ramily.  Hrst  UMhered  into  l)eing  some  lime  In  the  Inter  I'aiiea- 
lOlc  pertoda.  waa  withdrawn  from  creation  during  the  Aliddle  Bi;'-i  of  the 
carthB  hiBtOT.  to  bo  aRoin  introdoeed  in  greatly  more  tba:i  Ihc  curlii:' pro- 
portions durinff  Ihc  Ti  r:iarj  anil  recent  pcrioils. 
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flora;  and  not  until  the  overljring  Cretaceous  System  U 
(i:!hered  in  do  we  find  leaves  in  any  considerable  qoanlity 
decidedly  of  this  high  &inily ;  nor  until  we  enter  into  the 
earlier  Tertiaries  do  we  succeed  in  detecting  a  tnie  dicoty- 
IikIotious  tree.  On  such  an  amount  of  observation  is  this  . 
(ii'der  of  succession  determined, —  though  the  evidence  ig, 
of  course,  niaiiily  negative, —  that  when,  some  eight  or  ten 
years  ago.  Dr.  John  Wilson,  the  learned  Free  Church 
missionary  to  the  Parsees  of  India,  submitted  to  me  sped- 
niiins  of  fossil  woods  nhicli  he  had  picked  up  in  the  Eg}'ptian 
Desert,  in  order  that  I  might  if  posdble  determine  their 
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age,  I  told  him,  ere  yet  the  oiiticnl  lapidary  had  prepared 
them  for  examination,  that  if  they  exhibited  the  coniferous 

*  Leaf  of  &  tree  allied  to  the  maple. 
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Btractnre,  they  might  belong  to  any  geolo^c  period  from  ths 
times  of  the  Lower  Old  Red  Sandstone  downwards ;  but 
that  if  they  manifested  in  their  tissue  the  dicotyledonous 
character,  they  could  not  be  older  than  the  times  of  tlie 
Tertiary.  On  Bubmitting  them  in  thin  slices  to  the  micro- 
Hope,  they  were  found  to  exhibit  the  peculiar  dicotyledonouB 

Fig.  43. 


strocture  as  strongly  as  the  oak  or  chestnut.  And  Lieu, 
tenant  Newbold's  researohes  in  the  deport  in  which  they 
oocnr  has  unce  demonstrated,  on  stratigraphical  evidence, 
that  not  only  does  it  belong  to  the  great  Tertiary  division. 
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bat  &lgo  to  one  of  the  comparatively  modern  formations  of 
tho  Tertiary. 

The  earlier  flora  of  this  Tertiary  divi«on  presents  an 
aspect  widely  different  from  that  of  any  of  the  previous 
ones.  The  ferns  and  their  allies  sink  into  their  existing 
proportions ;  nor  do  the  conifene,  previously  so  abundant, 
occupy  any  longer  a  prominent  place.  On  tho  other  hand, 
the  dicotyledonous  herbs  and  trees,  previously  so  inconKpic- 
uous  in  creation,  arc  largely  developed.  Trees  of  those 
Amentiferous  orders  to  which  the  oak,  the  hazel,  the  beech, 
and  the  plane  belong,  were  perhaps  not  less  abundant  in  the 
Eocene  woods  than  in  those  of  the  present  time :  they  were 
mingled  with  trees  of  the  Laurel,  tlio  Leguminous,  and  tho 
Anonaceous  or  custard  apple  families,  with  many  othere ; 

Fig.  13. 


and  deep  forests,  in  the  latitude  of  London  (in  which  the 
intertropical  forms  must  now  be  protected,  as  in  the  Crystal 
Palace,  with  coverings  of  glass,  and  warmed  by  artificial 
heat),  abounded  in  graceful  palms.  Mr.  Bowerbank  found 
in  the  London  clay  of  the  island  of  Shejipey  alone  the  i'ruits 
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of  no  fewer  than  thirteen  different  species  of  this  picturesque 
family,  which  lends  so  peculiar  a  feature  to  the  landscapes 
in  which  it  occurs ;  and  ascertained  that  the  undergrowth 
beneath  was  composed,  in  large  proportion,  of  creepmg 
plants  of  the  gourd  and  melon  order.  From  the  middle  or 
Miocene  flora  of  the  Tertiaiy  division,  —  of  which  wo  seem 
to  2)ossess  in  Britain  only  the  small  but  interesting  fragment 
detected  by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Argyll  among  the  tn\\>- 
beds  of  Mull,  —  most  of  the  more  exotic  forms  seem  to 
have  been  excluded.  The  palms,  however,  still  survive  ia 
no  fewer  than  thirty-one  different  species,  and  we  find  in 
great  abundance,  in  the  place  of  the  other  exotics,  remains 
of  the  plane  and  buckthorn  families,  —  part  of  a  group  of 
plants  that  in  their  general  aspect,  as  sho^ni  in  the  Tertiary 
deposits  of  the  Continent,  not  a  little  resembled  the  vegeta- 
tion of  the  United  States  at  the  present  day.  The  nearer 
we  approach  to  existing  times,  the  more  familiar  in  form 
and  outline  do  the  lierbs  and  trees  become.  We  detect,  as 
has  been  shown,  at  least  one  existing  order  in  the  ferns  of 
the  Coal  Measures ;  we  detect  at  least  existing  genera 
among  the  Coniferae,  Equisetacese,  and  Cycadaceie  of  the 
Oolite ;  the  acacias,  gourds,  and  laurels  of  the  Eocene  flora, 
and  the  planes,  willows,  and  buckthorns  of  the  Miocene, 
though  we  foil  to  identify  their  species  with  aught  that  now 
lives,  still  more  strongly  remind  us  of  the  recent  productions 
of  our  forests  or  conservatories ;  and,  on  entering,  in  our 
downward  course,  the  Pleistocene  period,  we  at  length  find 
ourselves  among  familiar  species.  On  old  terrestrial  sur- 
faces, that  date  before  the  times  of  the  glacial  period,  and 
underlie  the  boulder  clay,  the  remains  of  forests  of  oak, 
birch,  hazel,  and  fir  have  been  detected, — all  of  the  familiar 
species  indigenous  to  the  country,  and  which  still  flourish 
m  our  native  woods.  And  it  was  held  by  the  late  Professor 
Edward  Forbes,  that  the  most  ancient  of  his  five  existing 
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Britkili  floras,  —  that  wliich  occurs  in  the  southwest  of 
Ireland,  and  coiresponda  with  the  flora  of  the  northwest 
of  Spain  and  t)ie  Pyrenees, — had  been  introduced  into  the 
country  as  early,  perhaps,  as  the  times  of  the  Miocene.  Be 
this,  however,  as  it  may,  there  can  rest  no  doubt  on  the 
great  antiquity  of  the  prevailing  trees  of  oar  indigenous 
forests. 

The  oak,  the  birch,  the  hazel,  the  Scotch  fir,  all  lived,  I 
repeat,  in  what  is  now  Britain,  ere  the  last  great  depresuon 
of  the  laud.  The  gii^untic  northern  elephant  and  rhino- 
ceros, extinct  for  untold  ages,  forced  tlieir  way  through 
their  tangled  branches ;  and  the  British  tiger  and  hyena 
harbored  in  their  thickets.  Cinier  framed  an  argument  for 
the  fixity  of  species  on  the  faut  that  the  birds  and  beasts 
embalmed  in  the  catacombs  were  identical  in  every  respect 
with  the  ai^imals  of  the  same  kinds  that  live  now.  But 
what,  it  has  been  asked,  was  a  brief  period  of  three  thou- 
sand years,  compared  with  the  geologic  ages  ?  or  how  coidd 
any  such  argument  bo  founded  on  a  basis  so  little  extended  ? 
It  is,  however,  to  no  such  narrow  basis  we  can  refer  in 
the  case  of  these  woods.  All  Iniman  histoi-y  is  comprised 
in  the  nearer  comer  of  the  immenite  period  which  they 
measure  out ;  and  yet,  from  their  first  appearance  in  creation 
till  now  they  have  not  altered  a  single  fibre.  And  such,  on 
this  point,  is  the  invariable  testimony  of  Palieontologio 
science,  —  testimony  so  in^'ariable,  that  no  great  Palieontol- 
ogist  was  ever  yet  an  asserter  of  the  devfloi'ment  hy|)othe- 
sij.  With  the  existing  trees  of  our  indigenous  woods  it  is 
probable  that  in  even  these  early  times  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  herbs  of  our  recent  flora  would  have  been  asso- 
ciated, though  their  remains,  less  fitted  for  p  rent  r*' at  ion, 
have  failed  to  \eave  distinct  trace  behind  tlu'ni.  Wc  at 
least  know  generally,  that  with  each  Bucccwliug  pci-iod 
thei-e  appoared  a  more  extensively  useful  and  \arious  voge- 
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tation  than  that  which  had  gone  before.  I  have  already 
referred  to  the  sombre,  unproductive  character  of  the 
earliest  terrestrial  flora  with  which  we  are  acquainted.  It 
was  a  flora  unfitted,  apparently,  for  the  supj^ort  of  either 
graminivorous  bird  or  herbivorous  quadruped.  The  singu- 
larly profuse  vegetation  of  the  Coal  Measures  was,  with  all 
its  M^ld  luxuriance,  of  a  resembling  cast.  So  far  as  appears, 
neither  flock  nor  herd  could  have  lived  on  its  greenest  and 
richest  i)lains ;  nor  does  even  the  flora  of  the  Oolite  seem 
to  have  been  m  'the  least  suited  for  the  purposes  of  the 
shepherd  or  herdsman.  Not  until  we  enter  on  the  Tertiary 
periods  do  we  find  floras  amid  which  man  might  have  profit- 
ably labored  as  a  dresser  of  gardens,  a  tiller  of  fields,  or  a 
keeper  of  flocks  and  herds.  Nay,  there  are  whole  orders 
and  families  of  plants  of  the  very  first  importance  to  man 
which  do  not  appear  until  late  in  even  the  Tertiary  ages. 
Some  degree  of  doubt  must  always  attach  to  merely  nega- 
tive evidence ;  but  Agassiz,  a  geologist  whose  statements 
must  be  received  with  respect  by  every  student  of  the 
science,  finds  reason  to  conclude  that  the  order  of  the 
Rosacea?,  —  an  order  more  important  to  the  gardener  than 
almost  any  other,  and  to  which  the  apple,  the  pear,  the 
quince,  the* cherry,  the  plum,  the  peach,  the  apricot,  the 
victorine,  the  almond,  the  raspberry,  the  strawberry,  and 
the  various  brambleberrics  belong,  together  with  all  the 
roses  and  the  potentillas,  —  was  introduced  only  a  short 
time  previous  to  the  appearance  of  man.  And  the  tnie 
grasses,  —  a  still  more  important  order,  which,  as  the  corn- 
bearing  plants  of  the  agriculturist,  feed  at  the  present  time 
at  least  two  thirds  of  the  human  species,  and  in  their  hum- 
bler varieties  form  the  staple  food  of  the  grazing  animals, 
—  scarce  appear  in  the  fossil  state  at  all.  They  are  i)ecu- 
liarly  plants  of  the  human  period. 

Let  me  instance  one  other  family  of  which  the  fossil  bot- 
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anist  has  not  yet  succeeded  in  finding  any  trace  i>'.  even  tlie 
Tertiary  deposits,  and  which  appeara  to  have  been  specially 
created  for  the  gratification  of  liuman  sense.  Unlike  the 
Kosacete,  it  exhibits  no  rich  blow  of  color,  or  tempting 
A.o\Y  of  luscious  fruit; — it  does  not  appeal  very  directly  to 
either  the  sense  of  taste  or  of  sight :  but  it  is  richly  odoi-if- 
croiLt ;  and,  though  deemed  somewhat  out  of  place  in  the 
garden  for  the  last  century  and  more,  it  enters  lai-gcly  into 
the  composition  of  some  of  our  most  fashionnble  i>erfumes. 
I  refer  to  the  Labiate  family, —  a  family  to  which  the 
lavenders,  the  mints,  the  thymes,  and  the  hyssops  belong, 
with  basil,  rosemary,  and  marjonim,  —  all  plants  of  "giay 
renown,"  as  Shenstone  happily  remarks  in  his  description 
of  the  herbal  of  his  "Schoolmistress." 

"  Herbs  too  she  knew,  and  well  of  each  contd  ipesk. 
Thai  in  her  ganlcn  sipped  the  silvery  dew. 
Where  no  vain  Sower  disclosed  a  gauuiy  streak. 
Bat  b«rtM  for  nso  and  pliysic  not  a  ftw. 
Of  gray  renown  within  (hose  botders  grew. 
The  tuded  basil,  pan-provoking  thyme. 
And  fVagnnt  balm,  and  aa^  of  sober  bno. 

"  And  mojomm  iwect  In  ihephcrd's  posio  found. 
And  lavender,  whose  spikes  of  azuru  bloom 
Shall  be  crewhlle  in  arid  bundles  bound. 
To  lark  amid  bcr  labon  of  Iho  loom, 
ADd  erown  her  kerclUcI^  clean  with  melklc  rare  peiftuno. 

"And  here  trim  roseraoiy,  that  whilom  crowned 
The  daintiest  garden  of  the  proudest  peer. 
Ere,  driven  from  its  envied  lite,  it  found 
A  aocred  sbcller  for  Its  branches  here, 
Where,  edged  with  gold,  Its  glittering  skirts  appear, 
With  borehound  gray,  and  mint  of  softer  green." 

All  the  plants  here  enumerated  belong  to  the  labiate  family  -, 
which,  though  unfashionable  even  in  Shenstone's  days,  have 
Still  their  products  favorably  received  in  the  very  best  society. 
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The  rosemary,  whose  banishment  from  tlie  gardens  of  the 
great  he  specially  records,  enters  largely  in  the  composition 
of  eau  de  Cologne.  Of  the  lavenders,  one  species  {Zaven- 
dula  vera)  yields  the  well  known  lavender  oil,  and  another 
(X.  latifolio)  the  spike  oil.  The  peppermint  {Meantha 
viridua)  furnishes  the  essence;  so  jwpular  under  that  name 
among  our  confectioners ;  and  one  or*  the  most  valued  per- 
fumes of  the  East  (next  to  the  I'.jr.ous  Attar,  a  product  of 
the  Rosaceie)  is  the  oil  of  the  PatcJundy  plant,  another  of 
the  labiates.  Let  mo  induige,  ere  qiittuig"  this  part  of  the 
subject,  in  a  single  romurk.  There  have  been  classes  of  re- 
ligionists, not  wholly  absent  from  our  own  country,  and 
well  known  on  the  Continent,  who  have  deemed  it  a  merit 
to  deny  themselves  every  j)leasure  of  sense,  however  inno- 
cent and  delicate.  The  excellent  but  mistaken  Pascal  re- 
ftised  to  look  upon  a  lovely  landscape ;  and  the  Port  Roy- 
alist nuns  remarked,  somewhat  shnply  for  their  side  of  the 
argument,  that  they  seemed  as  if  waning  with  Providence, 
seeing  that  the  favors  which  he  was  abundantly  showering 
upon  them,  they,  in  obedience  to  the  stern  law  of  their  lives, 
were  continually  rejecting.  But  it  is  better,  surely,  to  be 
on  the  side  of  Providence  against  Pascal  and  the  nuns,  than 
on  the  side  of  Pascal  and  the  nuns  against  Providence.  The 
great  Creator,  who  has  provided  so  M'isely  and  abundantly 
for  all  his  creatures,  knows  what  is  best  for  us,  infinitely 
better  than  we  do  ourselves ;  and  there  is  neither  sense  nor 
merit,  surely,  in  churlishly  refusing  to  partake  of  that  ample 
entertainment,  sprinkled  vniYi  delicate  perfumes,  garnished 
with  roses,  and  crowned  vnth.  the  most  delicious  fruit,  which 
we  now  know  was  not  only  specially  prepared  for  us,  but 
also  got  ready,  as  nearly  as  we  can  judge,  for  the  appointed 
hour  of  our  appearance  at  the  feast.  This  we  also  know,  . 
that  when  the  Divine  Man  came  into  the  world,  —  unlike 
the  Port  Royalists,  he  did  not  refuse  the  temperate  use  of 
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any  of  these  luxuries,  not  even  of  that  "ointment  of  spiken- 
ard, very  precious"  (a  product  of  the  labiate  family),  wiUi 
whieh  Mary  anointed  liis  fuet. 

Though  it  may  at  first  Beem  a  little  out  of  place,  let  us  an- 
ticipate hci'e,  for  the  sake  of  the  illustration  which  it  afibrds, 
oneofthesectionaof  the  other  great  division  of  our  subject, 
— that  which  treats  of  the  fossil  animals.  Let  us  run  briefly 
over  the  geologic  history  of  insects,  in  order  that  we  may 


nurk  the  peculiar  light  which  it  casts  on  the  character  of 
the  ancient  floras,  Ko  insects  have  yet  been  detected  in  the 
Silurian  or  Old  Red  Sandstone  Systems,  They  first  appear 
amid  the  hard,  diy,  flowerless  vegotatiou  of  the  Coal  Meas- 
ures, and  in  genera  suited  to  its  character.  Among  these 
the  scorpions  take  a  prominent  place,  —  carnivorous  arach- 
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nidflB  of  ill  repute,  that  live  under  stones  and  fallen  trunks,' 
and  seize  fast  with  their  nippers  upon  the  creatures  on  wliich 
they  prey,  crustaceans  usually,  such  as  the  wood-louse,  or 
insects,  such  as  iho  earth-beetles  and  their  grubs.  With 
the  scorpions  there  occur  cockroaches  of  types  not  at  all 
unlike  the  existing  ones,  and  that,  judging  from  their 
appearance,  must  have  been  foul  feeders,  to  which  scarce 
anything  could  have  come  amiss  as  food.  Books,  manu- 
scripts, leather,  ink,  oil,  meat,  even  the  bodies  of  the  dead, 
are  devoured  indiscriminately  by  the  recent  Alalia  gigantea 
of  the  warmer  parts  of  the  globe, —  one  of  the  most  dis- 
agreeable pests  of  the  European  settler,  or  of  war  vessels  on 
foreign  stations.  I  have  among  my  books  an  age-em- 
browned copy  of  Ramsay's  "  Tea  Table  Miscellany,"  that 
had  been  carried  into  foreign  parts  by  a  musical  relation, 
after  it  had  seen  hard  service  at  home,  and  had  become 
smoke  dried  and  black;  and  yet  even  it,  though  but  little 
tempting,  as  might  be  thought,  was  not  safe  from  the  cock- 
roaches; for,  finding' it  left  open  one  day,  they  ate  out  in 
half  an  hour  half  its  table  of  contents,  consisting  of  several 
leaves.  Assuredly,  if  the  ancient  BkUice  were  as  little  nice 
in  their  eating  as  the  devourers  of  the  "Tea  Table  Miscel- 
lany," they  would  not  have  lacked  food  amid  even  the  xm- 
productive  flora  and  meagre  &una  of  the  Coal  Measures. 
With  these  ancient  cockroaches  a  few  locusts  and  beetles 
have  been  found  associated,  together  with  a  small  Tinea ^ — 
a  creature  allied  to  the  common  clothes-moth,  and  a  Phaa- 
mia^ — a  creature  related  to  the  spectre  insects.  But  the 
group  is  an  inconsiderable  one;  for  insects  seem  to  have 
occupied  no  very  conspicuous  place  in  the  carboniferous 
fauna.  The  beetles  appear  to  have  been  of  the  wood  and 
seed  devouring  kinds,  and  would  probably  have  found  their 
food  among  the  conifers;  the  Phasmidm  and  grasshoppers 
would  have  lived  on  the  tender  shoots  of  the  less  rigid 
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plants  their  contemporaries;  the  Tinea,  probably  on  ligne- 
ous or  cottony  librc.  Not  a  single  insect  lias  the  system 
yet  produced  of  the  now  numerons  kinds  tliat  seek  their 
food  among  flowers.  In  tlie  Oolitic  ages,  however,  insects 
become  greatly  more  oiunerons,  —  so  numerous  that  they 
■eemed  to  have  formed  almost  exclusively  tbe  food  of  the 
earliest  mammals,  and  apparently  also  of  some  of  the  flying 
reptiles  of  the  time.    The  magnificent  dragon-flies,  tbe  car- 


nivorons  tyrants  of  their  race,  were  abundant ;  and  we  now 
know,  that  while  they  were,  as  their  name  indicates,  dragons 
to  the  weaker  insects,  they  themselves  were  dovonrcd  by 
dracjons  as  truly  such  as  wcro  ever  yet  feigneil  by  romnncer 
of  liie  middle  ages.  Ants  were  also  common,  witli  Ciickets, 
grasshoppers,  bugs  both  of  the  land  aiid  water,  beetles,  two- 
winged  flies,  and,  in  species  distinct  from  the  preceding 
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carboniferous  ones,  tlie  disgusting  cockroaches.  And  for 
the  first  time  amid  the  remains  of  a  flora  that  seems  to  have 
lind  its  few  flowers,  —  though  flowers  could  have  formed  no 
conspicuous  feature  in  even  an  Oolitic  landscape,  —  we 
detect  in  a  few  broken  fragments  of  the  wings  of  butterflies, 
decided  trace  of  the  flower-sucking  insects.  Not,  however^ 
nr.til  we  enter  into  the  great  Teiliary  divisioh  do  these 
l)C(!ome  numerous.  The  first  bee  makes  its  appearance  in 
the  amber  of  the  Eocene,  locked  up  hermetically  in  its  gem- 
like tomb,  —  an  embalmed  corpse  in  a  crystal  coflin,  — 
along  with  fragments  of  flower-bearing  herbs  and  trees. 
The  first  of  the  Bombycidae  too,  —  insects  that  may  be  seen 
suspended  over  flowers  by  the  scarce  visible  vibrations  of 
their  wings,  sucking  the  honied  juices  by  mear.i  of  their 
long,  slender  trunks,  —  also  api>ear  in  the  amber,,  associated 
Vi'.l h  moths,  butterflies,  and  a  few  caterpillars.  Bees  and 
butterflies  are  present  in  increased  proportions  in  the  latter 
Teiliary  deposits :  but  not  until  that  terminal  creation  to 
which  we  ourselves  belong  was  ushered  on  the  scene  did 
they  receive  their  fullest  development.  There  is  exquisite 
poetry  in  Wordsworth's  reference  to  "  the  soft  murmur  of 
the  vagrant  bee,"  — 

"  A  slender  ponnd,  yet  hoary  Time 
Doth  to  the  soul  exalt  it  with  the  chime 
Of  all  his  years;  a  company 
Of  ages  coming,  ages  gone, 
Nations  from  before  them  sweeping." 

And  yet,  mayhap,  the  naked  scientific  facts  of  the  history 
of  this  busy  insect  are  scarcely  less  poetic  than  the  pleasing 
imagination  of  the  poet  regarding  it.  They  tell  that  man's 
world,  with  all  its  griefs  and  troubles,  is  more  emphatically 
a  world  of  flowers  than  any  of  the  creations  that  preceded 
it;   and  that  as  one  great  family — the    grasses — were 
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called  into  oxistPTi^c,  in  order,  apparently,  that  he  might 
enter  in  favoi-ing  circumstances  upon  his  tno  earliest  avoca- 
tions, and  l>e  in  good  hope  a  keeper  of  herds  and  a  tiller  of 
the  ground ;  and  aa  another  family  of  plants  —  tlie  Rosacea 
— was  created  in  order  that  the  gardens  which  it  would  be 
also  one  of  Ms  voeations  to  keep  and  to  dress  should  have 
their  trees  "  good  for  food  and  pleasant  to  iht-tasto;"  so 
flowers  ill  general  were  profusely  produced  just  cie  he 
Appeared,  to  minister  to  that  sense  of  beauty  which  distiii- 
guitjhes  him  from  all  the  lower  creatures,  and  to  which  he 
owes  not  a  few  of  his  most  exquisite  enjojincnts.  Tlie  poet 
accepted  the  bee  as  a  sign  of  high  eignificancc :  the  geolo- 
pst  also  accepts  her  as  a  sign.  Her  entombed  remains 
testify  to  tlie  gradual  fitting  up  of  our  earth  as  a  place  of 
habitation  for  a  creature  destined  to  seek  delight  for  the 
mind  and  the  eye  as  certainly  as  for  the  grosser  senses,  and 
in  especial  marks  the  introduction  of  the  stately  forest 
trees,  and  the  arrival  of  the  delicious  flowers.     And, 

"  Thni  In  their  stations  lifting  tovraid  the  sky 
The  folliged  head  fn  cloD<Mlke  majesty. 
The  shadow-cMt^ng  ram  of  nves  survive: 
Thna  in  the  train  of  spring  arrive 
Bwect  flowcn :  what  living  eye  hath  viewed 
Tbelrmyrlnds?  endlessly  renewed 
Wbercver  strikes  the  sun's  glad  ray. 
Where'er  the  snbtlla  waters  stray. 
Wherever  sportive  zephyrs  bend 
Their  conne,  or  genikl  showers  desccmd." 


LECTURE   SECOND. 

THE  PALfiONTOLOGICAL  HISTORY  OF  ANIMALS. 

Ahid  tlie  unceasing  change  and  endless  variety  of  nature 
there  occur  certain  great  radical  ideas,  that,  while  they 
form,  if  I  may  80  express  myself^  the  groundwork  of  the 
change,  —  the  basis  of  the  variety,  -^  admit  in  themselves 
of  no  change  or  variety  whatever.  They  constitute  the 
aye-enduring  tissue  on  which  the  ever-changing  patterns  of 
creation  are  inscribed  :  the  patterns  are  ever  varying ;  the 
tissue  which  exhibits  them  for  ever  remains  the  same.  In 
the  animal  kingdom,  for  instance,  the  prominent  ideas  have 
always  been  imiform.  However  much  the  faunas  of  the 
various  geologic  periods  may  have  differed  from  each  other, 
or  from  the  &una  which  now  exists,  in  their  general  aspect 
and  character,  they  were  all,  if  I  may  so  speak,  equally 
underlaid  by  the  great  leading  ideas  which  still  constitute 
the  master  types  of  animal  life.  And  these  leading  ideas 
are  four  in  number.  Firsts  there  is  the  star-like  type  of 
life,  —  life  embodied  in  a  form  that,  as  in  the  corals,  the 
searanemones,  the  sea-urchins,  and  the  star-fishes,  radLites 
outwards  from  a  centre ;  second^  there  is  the  articulated 
type  of  life,  —  life  embodied  in  a  form  composed,  as  in  the 
worms,  cnistaceans,  and  insects,  of  a  series  of  rings  united 
by  their  edges,  but  more  or  less  moveable  on  each  other ; 
thirdy  there  is  the  bilateral  or  moUuscan  type  of  life,  —  life 
embodied  in  a  form  in  which  there  is  a  duality  of  corre- 
sponding pai'ts,  ranged,  as  in  the  cuttle-fishes,  the  clams,  and 
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the  snails,  on  the  sides  of  a  central  axis  or  plane;  and 
fourth^  there  is  the  vertebrate  type  of  life,  —  life  embodied 
ill  a  form  in  which  an  internal  skeleton  is  built  up  into  two 
cavities  plac<?d  the  one  over  the  other ;  the  upper  for  the 
reception  of  the  nervous  centres,  cerebral  and  spinal,  —  the 
lower  for  the  lodgment  of  the  respiratory,  circulatory,  and 
diji:estive  organs.  Such  have  been  the  four  central  ideas 
of  the  faunas  of  every  succeeding  creation,  except  perhaps 
the  earliest  of  all,  that  of  tlie  Lower  Silurian  System,  in 
which,  so  fer  as  is  yet  known,  only  three  of  the  number 
existed,  —  the  radiated,  articulated,  and  molluscan  ideas  or 
types.  That  Omnipotent  Creator,  infinite  in  his  resources, 
—  who,  in  at  least  the  details  of  his  workings,  seems  never 
yet  to  have  repeated  himself,  but,  as  Lyell  well  expresses  it, 
breaks,  when  the  parents  of  a  species  have  been  moulded, 
the  dye  in  which  they  were  cast,  —  manifests  himself,  in 
these  four  great  ideas,  as  the  unchanging  and  unchangeable 
One.  They  serve  to  bind  together  the  present  with  all  the 
past ;  and  determine  the  unity  of  the  authorship  of  a  won- 
derfully complicated  design,  executed  on  a  groundwork 
broad  as  time,  and  whose  scope  and  bearing  are  deep  as 
eternity. 

The  £iuna  of  the  Silurian  System  bears  in  all  its  three 
great  types  the  stamp  of  a  fashion  peculiarly  antique,  and 
which,  save  in  a  few  of  the  mollusca,  has  long  since  become 
obsolete.  Its  radiate  animals  are  chiefly  corals,  simple  or 
compound,  whose  inhabitants  may  have  somewhat  re- 
sembled the  sea-anemones ;  with  zoophitcs,  akin  mayhap  to 
the  sea-pens,  though  the  relationship  must  have  been  a 
remote  one ;  and  nmnerous  crinoids,  or  stone  lilies,  some 
of  which  consisted  of  but  a  sculptured  calyx  without  petals, 
while  others  threw  off  a  series  of  long,  flexible  arms,  that 
divided  and  subdivided  like  the  branches  of  a  tree,  and 
were  thickly  fringed  by  hair-like  fibres.    There  is  great 
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variety  and  beauty  among  these  Silurian  crinoi^;  and, 
from  the  oniate  sculpture  of 
their  groined  and  ribbed  cap- 
itals and  slender  columna,  the 
Gothic  architect  might  borrow 
not -a  few  striking  ideas. 

The  difference  between  the 
older  and  newer  fashions,  as 
exemplified  in  the  cnp-sh.ipcd 
corals,  may  be  indicated  in  a 
single  sentence.  The  ancient 
corals  were  stai-s  of  four  rays,  or  of  multiples  of  four;  the 
modem  corals  are  stars  of  kix 
Fig.  c.  rays,  or    of   multiples   of  six. 

But  though,  at  a  certain  dcliuite 
period,  —  that  during  which  the 
great  Fabcozoic  di\'ision  ended 
and  the  Secondary  division  be- 
gan—  nature,  in  forming  tliis 
class  of  creatures,  discarded  the 
number  four,  and  adopted  in- 
stead the  number  six,  the  great 
leading  idea  of  the  star  itself 
I  equally  retained  in  corals 
of  the  modem  as  in  those  of 
the  more  ancient  type. 
The  articulata  of  the  Silurian  period  bore  a  still  more 
peculiar  character.  They  consisted  mjunlyof  theTrilobites, 
—  a  iamily  in  whose  nicely-jointed  shells  the  armorer  of 
the  middle  ^ea  might  have  found  almost  all  the  contri- 
vances of  his  craft  anticipated,  with  not  a  few  besides  which 
he  had  iailed  to  discover;  and  which,  after  receiving  so 
immense  a  development  during  the  middle  and  later  times 
of  the  Silorian  period,  that  whole  rocks  were  formed  almost 
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histout  of  animals.  fO 

excluEiTely  of  their  renwns,  gradually  ditid  out  in  tho  times 
of  the  Old  K«d  Sandstone,  tuid  disappeared  for  ever  from 
oreatioD  ftfter  the  Carboniferous  Limestone  hod  been  de- 
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ponted.  The  Palmontologist  knows  no  more  oniqne  family 
than  that  of  the  Tiilobites,  or  n  iamily  more  uDlike  any 
which  DOT  exists,  or  a  family  which  marks  with  more 


certainty  tho  early  rofka  in  ivliich  tlioy  occur.     A:-A  yet, 
though  formed  in  a  &shion  that  perished  myriads  of  ages 
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ago,  liow  admirably  does  it  not  exhibit  the  articiilaled  type 
of  being,  and  illustrate  that  unity  of  design  Avlnih,  aniid 
endless  diversity,  pervades  Jill  nature.  The  mollusea  of  the 
Silurians  ranged  from  the  high  cephalopoda,  represented  in 
our  existin":  seas  bv  the  nautili  and  the  cuttle-fishes,  to  the 
low  brachipods,  some  of  whose  congeners  may  still  be  de- 
tected in  the  terebratula  of  our  Highland  lochs  and  ba}'s, 
and  some  in  the  lingulie  of  the  southern  hemisphere.  The 
cephalopods  of  the  system  are  all  of  an  obsolete  type,  that 
disapi)eared  myriads  of  ages  ago,  —  a  remark  Avhich,  witli 
the  exceptions  just  intimated,'  and  perhaps  one  or  two 
others,'app!ies  equally  to  its  brachipods;  but  of  at  least  two 
of  its  intermediate  families,  —  the  gasteropoda  and  lamelli- 
branchiata,  —  several  of  the  forms  resemble  those  of  recent 
shells  of  the  tem})erate  latitudes.  In  its  general  aspect, 
however,  the  Silurian  fauna,  antiquely  fashioned,  as  I  have 
said,  as  became  its  place  in  the  primeval  ages  of  existence, 
was  unlike  any  other  which  the  world  e^er  saw ;  and  the 
absence  of  the  vertebrata,  or  at  least  the  inconspicuous 
place  which  they  occupied  if  they  were  at  all  present,  must 
have  imparted  to  the  whole,  as  a  group,  a  humble  and 
mediocre  character.  It  seems  to  have  been  for  many  ages 
together  a  creation  of  molluscs,  corals,  and  Crustacea.  At 
length,  in  an  upper  bed  of  the  system,  immediately  under 
the  base  of  the  Old  Red  Sandstone,  the  remains  of  the 
earliest  known  fishes  appear,  blent  with  what  also  ai)pears 
for  the  first  time, — the  fragmentary  remains  of  a  torrestnal 
vegetation..  The  rocks  beneath  this  ancient  bone- bed  have 
jnelded,  as  I  have  already  said,  no  trace  of  any  plant  Iiigher 
tfian  the  Thallogens,  or  at  least  not  higher  than  the  Zos- 
teracea,  —  plants  whose  proper  habitat  is  the  sea;  but, 
through  an  apparently  simultaneous'  advance  of  the  two 
kingdoms,  animal  and  vegetable, — thoiigli  of  coui-se  the 
simultaneousness  maybe  but  merely  api)arcnt,  —  the  first 
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land  plants  and  tlic  lirst  vortclfratcs  appear  togctiior  in  the 
same  dopusit. 

What,  let  lis  inquire,  is  the  character  of  these  ancient 
fiiihcs,  tiiat  first  complete  the  scale  of  animated  nature  in  its 
four  master  ideas,  hy  adding  the  vertebrate  to  the  invcrto- 
liratc  flivLilons  ?  So  iiir  as  is  yet  knonni,  thoy  all  consist  of 
(luc  well  marked  oriier,  —  that  piacoidal  order  of  Agassiz 
that  to  an  intemal  Ircmework  of  cartilage  adds  an  external 
annatnre,  consist  it  ig  of  platoa.  spines,  and  shagreen  points 
of  solid  hone.  Eitlier  of  tiio  two  kinds  of  doglirihes  on  our 
coasts,  —  the  spiked  or  s|Mitie((, — may  he  accepted  as  not 
inadequate  represcnuitivea  of  this  order  aa  it  now  exists 
•  The  Port  Jackson  shark,  however. — a  creature  that  to  the 
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dors.ll  spines  and  shagreen-covered  skin  of  the  common 
dog-fish  adds  a  month  terminal  at  tlie  snout,  not  iilaced  ' 
beneath,  as  in  most  other  sharks,  and  a  palate  coi-ered  with 
a  dense  pavement  of  crushing  teeth,  —  better  illustrates  the 
order  as  it  first  appeared  in  creation  than  any  of  our  British 
piacoids. 

And  here  let  me  adduce  another  and  very  remarkable 
instance  of  the  correspondence  wiiich  obtains  between  the 
sequence  in  which  certain  classes  of  organisms  were  firet 
ushered  into  being,  and  the  order  of  classification  adopted, 
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after  many  revisions,  by  the  higher  naturalists.  Ouvier, 
Avith  not  a  few  of  tlio  id  itliyol ovists  who  preceded  him, 
arranged  the  fishes  into  two  distinct  series,  —  the  Cartila- 
ginous and  Osseou:4 ;  and  those  last  he  mainly  divided  into 
the  hard  or  spiny-finned  fishes,  and  the  soft  or  joint-finned 
fishes.  Ho  placed  the  sturgeon  in  his  Cartilaginous  series ; 
while  in  Jiis  soft-finned  order  he  found  a  place  for  the  Polyp- 
terns  of  the  Nile  and  the  Lepidosteus  of  the  Ohio  and  St. 
Lawrence.  But  the  arrangement,  though  it  seemed  at  the 
time  one  of  the  best  and  mosi  natural  possible,  failed  to 
meet  any  corresponding  arrangement  m  the  course  of 
geologic  history.  The  place  assigned  to  the  class  of  fishes 
as  a  whole  corresponded  to  their  place  in  the  Palaeontological 
scale ;  —  first  of  the  vertebrate  division  in  the  order  of  their 
appearance,  they  border,  as  in  the  "  Animal  ITingdoni "  of 
the  naturalist,  on  the  invertebrate  divisions.  But  it  was 
not  until  the  new  classification  of  Agassiz  had  ranged  them 
after  a  different  fashion  that  the  correspondence  became 
complete  in  all  its  parts.  First,  he  erected  the  fishes  that  to 
an  internal  cartilaginous  skeleton  unite  an  external  armature 
of  plates  and  points  of  bone,  into  his  Placoid  order ;  next, 
gathenng  together  a  mere  handful  of  individuals  from 
among  the  various  orders  and  families  over  which  they  had 
been  scattered,  —  the  sturgeons  from  among  the  cartilagi- 
nous fishes,  and  the  lepidosteus  and  polypterus  from  among 
the  Clupia  or  herrings,  —  he  erected  into  a  small  ganoid 
order  all  the  fishes  that  are  covered,  whatever  the  consis- 
tency of  their  skeleton,  by  a  continuous  or  nearly  continu- 
ous armor  of  enamelled  bone,  or  by  great  bony  plates  that 
lock  into  each  other  at  their  edges.  Out  of  the  remaining 
fishes,  —  those  covered  with  scales  of  a  horny  substance, 
and  which  now  comprise  nearly  nine  tenths  of  the  whole 
class,  —  he  erected  two  orders  more,  —  a  Ctenoid  order, 
consisting  of  fishes  whose  scales,  hke  those  of  the  perch,  are 
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pectinated  at  their  lower  edges  like  the  teetli  of  a  comb, 
and  a  Cycloid  order,  composed  of  fishes  whoso  Bcolea,  like 


OMBed. 


Guald. 

Ctenoid 

those  of  the  Balmon,  are  defined  all  aronnd  by  a  simple  con- 
tinuous margin :  and  no  Hooner  was  the  division  effected 
than  it  was  found  to  cant  a  singularly  cle:ir  light  on  tlio 
early  history  of  the  class.  The  earliest  fishes  —  firstborn 
of  their  family  —  seem  to  have  been  all  plaeoids.  The 
Silurian  System  has  not  yet  afforded  trace  of  any  other  ver- 
tebral onitnaL  "With  the  Old  Red  Sandstone  the  ganoids 
were  ushered  upon  the  scene  in  amazing  abundance ;  and  for 
untold  ages,  comprising  mayhap  millions  of  years,  the  entire 
ichthyic  class  consisted,  so  far  as  is  yet  known,  of  but  these 

•  Hero,  fti  tn  tho  former  dlngrnmg  vFlBS.  1  and  4],  tho  horiionlnl  line* 
rcprtacnt  the  divisions  o(  the  gnat  bcoIorIc  systems;  wliili;  (lie  venleal 
linM  inilieato  tho  sweep  of  the  aevGial  onlera  of  flshcn  oerosB  the  srale,  and 
the  periods,  so  Tor  us  has  yet  been  dctonniseii.  of  their  firat  occomnce  In 
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two  orders.    During  tho  times  of  the  OH  Red  Sandstone, 
of  the  Carbouiierous,  of  the  Pennian,  of  the  Triassic,  and 


'^ 


19  tivBtem.) 
of  the  Oolitic  Systems,  all  fishes,  though  apparently  aa 


numerous  individually  as  tncy  ai'c  now,  were  comprised  in 
the  ganoidal  and  placoidal  crdcri).     The  period  of  these 
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ordera  seems   to   have   been   nearly  correspondent  with    the 
reign,    in    the    regetable    kingdom,   of    the    Acrogens    and 
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Gymnogena,  with  the  inlermfciintc  dnnsfs.  tiiuir  allies.     At 
length,  during  the  !i_ircs  of  the   Clmlk,  the  Cycloids  and 
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Ctenoids  were  ushered  in,  and  were  gradually  developed  in 
creation  until  the  human  period,  in  which  they  seem  to 
have  reached  tlieir  culminating  point,  and  now  many  times 
(exceed  in  number  and  importance  all  other  fishes.  We  do 
not  see  a  sturgeon  (our  Briti9h  representative  of  the 
ganoids)  once  in  a  twelvemonth  ;  and  though  the  skate  and 
dog-fish  (our  representatives  of  the  placoids)  are  greatly  less 
rare*  their  number  bears  but  a  small  proportion  to  that  of 
the  fishes  belonging  to  the  two  prevailing  orders,  of  which 
thousands  of  boat-loads  are  landed  on  our  coasts  every  day. 
The  all  but  entire  disappearance  of  the  ganoids  from 
creation  is  surely  a  curious  and  not  unsuggestive  circum- 
stance. In  the  human  family  thera  are  races  that  have  long 
since  reached  their  culminating  point,  and  are  now  either 
fast  disappearing  or  have  already  disappeared.  The  Aztecs 
of  Central  America,  or  the  Copts  of  the  valley  of  the  Nile, 
are  but  the  inconsiderable  fragments  of  once  mighty  nations, 
memorials  of  whose  greatness  live  in  the  vast  sepulchral 
mounds  of  the  far  West,  or  in  the  temples  of  Thebes  or 
Luxor,  or  the  pyramids  of  Gizah.  But  in  the  rivers  of  these 
very  countries, —  in  the  Polypterus  of  the  Nile,  or  the  Le- 
pidosteus  of  the  Mississippi, —  we  are  presented  with  the 
few  surviving  fragments  of  a  dynasty  compared  with  which 
that  of  Egypt  or  of  Central  America  occupied  but  an 
exceedingly  small  portion  of  either  space  or  time.  Tlie 
dynasty  of  the  ganoids  was  r;t  one  time  coextensive  with 
every  river,  lake,  and  soa,  aiid  endured  during  the  un- 
reckoned  ewis  which  exteiuU'd  fr(#in  the  times  of  the  Lower 
Old  Red  Sandstone*  until  tliose  of  the  Ch:ilk.  I  ni:iv  here 
mention,  that  as  there  are  orders  of  plants,  such  as  the 
Iiosacea?  and  the  Grasses,  that  scarce  preceded  man  in  tlieir 
aj)pearance,  so  there  are  families  of  TisIk^s  tb.:it  s-.H'in  ])ecu- 
harly  to  belong  to  the  human  period.  Of  these,  there  is  a 
family  very  fimuliar  on  our  coasts,  and  which,  though  it 
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fnnuahes  none  of  oar  higher  ichthyic  luxuries,  is  remarkable 
for  the  numbers  of  the  human  fiunily  which  it  provides 
u'ith  a  wholesome  and  palatable  food.  The  delicate  Sal- 
liiiiiudK  and  the  Pleuronectidte,— ^families  to  wliich  the 
Kiilmoa  and  turbot  belong, — were  ushered  into  being  as 
early  as  the  times  of  the  Chalk ;  but  the  Oadide  or  cod 
lamity, — that  &mily  to  which  the  cod  proper,  the  haddock, 
tt)L'  dorse,  the  wliiting,  the  coal-fish,  the  pollock,  the  hake, 
the  torsk,  and  the  ling  belong,  with  many  other  usefiil  and 
wholesome  species, — did  not  precede  man  by  at  least  any 
l>eriod  of  time  appreciable  to  the  geologist.  No  trace  of 
the  tamily  has  yet  been  detected  in  even  the  Tertiary  rocks. 
Of  the  ganoids  of  the  second  age  of  vertebrate  existence, 
— that  of  the  Old  Red  Sandstone, — some  were  remarkable 
for  the  strangeness  of  their  forms,  and  some  for  constitutbg 
links  of  connection  which  no  longer  exist  in  nature,  between 
the  ganoid  and  placoid  orders.  The  Acanth  tamily,  which 
■  ceased  with  the  Coal  Measures,  was  characterized,  especially 
in  its  Old  Red  species,  by  a  combination  of  traits  common 
to  both  orders ;  and  among  the  extrcmer  forms,  in  which 
Falieontologists  tor  a  time  tailed  to  detect  that  of  the  fish 
at  all,  we  reckon  those  of  the  genera  Coccosteus,  Pterich- 
thys,  and  Cephalasj>i.i.  The  more  abenant  genera,  however, 
even  wliile  they  consisted  each  of  sevci'al  species,  were 
comparatively  sliort  lived.  Tbe  Coccosteus  and  Cephalaspia 
were  restricted  to  bnt  one  formation  apiece ;  while  the 
Plericlithys,  which  appears  for  the  first  time  in  the  lower 
deposits  of  the  Old  Red  Sandstone,  becomes  extinct  at  its 
close.  On  the  other  hand,  some  of  the  genera  that  exem- 
plilied  the  general  tyi>e  of  their  class  were  extremely  long 
lived.  The  Celaeanths  were  reproduced  in  many  varions 
species,  from  the  times  of  the  Lower  Old  Red  Sandstone  to 
those  of  the  Chalk ;  and  the  Cestracions,  whicli  apjwar  is 
the  Upper  Ludlow  Rocks  as  the  oldest  of  fishes,  continae 
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in  nt  least  one  epedea  to  exist  still.     It  vonld  almost  seem 
as  ii'  some  such  law  iotluenced  the  destiny  of  genei-a  in  tliis 
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ichthyic  clasB,  as  that  which  we  find  so  often  exemplified  in 
oar  species.  The  dwarf^  or  giant,  or  defonned  person,  is 
seldom  a  long  liver; — all  the  more  remarkable  instances  of 
longevity  have  been  ftimiflhed  by  individuals  east  in  the 
ordinary  mould  and  proportions  of  the  species.  Not  a  few 
of  these  primordial  ganoids  were,  however,  of  the  highest 
rank  and  standing  ever  exemplified  by  their  class ;  and  we 
find  Agassiz  boldly  assigning  a  reason  for  their  saperiority 
to  their  successors,  important  for  the  fact  which  it  embodies, 
and  worthy,  as  coming  from  him,  of  our  most  respectM 
attention.    "It  is  plain,"  we  find  him  saying,  *'that  before 
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the  cUaa  of  reptiles  vaa  introduLcd  upon  our  globe,  tliu 
fiehes,  being  then  the  only  reprcsetitativea  of  tlic  ty))c  of 
veitebrata,  were  Invested  with  the  characters  of  a  liiglier 
order,  embodjnng,  as  it  were,  a  prospective  viow  ot'a  liigliiT 
development  in  another  class,  which  was  introduced  aa  a 
distinct  type  only  at  a  later  period;  and  from  that  time  the 
rejitilian  character,  which  had  been  so  prominent  in  the  oM- 
I'st  fishes,  was  gradually  reduced,  till  in  more  recent  periods, 
and  in  the  present  creation,  the  fishes  lost  all  this  heipelu- 
logical  relationship,  and  were  at  last  endowed  with  eliaracters 
which  contrast  as  much,  when  cotn|>ared  with  those  of  rep- 
tiles, as  they  agreed  closely  in  the  beginning.  Lepidosteiis 
alone  reniuids  us  in  our  tnnc  of  these  old-fashioned  characters 
of  the  class  of  fishes  as  it  was  in  fomier  days." 

The  ancient  fehes  seem  to  have  received  their  fullest 
development  during  the  Carboniferous  period.  Their  num- 
ber was  very  great:  sonie  of  theni  attained  lo  an  enormous 
Bize,  and,  though  the  true  reptile  had  already  appeared, 
they  continued  to  retain,  till  the  close  of  (he  sysiem,  the 
high  reptilian  character  and  organization.  Kothing,  how- 
ever, BO  impresses  the  observer  as  the  formidalJe  cliarnctcr 
of  the  offensive  weapons  with  which  they  were  furnished, 
and  the  amazing  strength  of  their  defensive  armature.  I 
need  scarce  say,  that  the  Pala;ontologist  finds  no  trace  in 
nature  of  that  golden  age  of  the  world,  of  which  the  |M>cts 
delighted  to  sing,  when  ail  creatures  lived  together  in 
Tinbroken  peace,  and  war  and  bloodshed  were  unknoHji. 
Ever  since  animal  hfe  began  upon  our  planet,  there  existed, 
in  all  the  departments  of  being,  carnivorous  cla.'u^es,  whi> 
muld  not  live  but  by  the  death  of  their  neighbors,  and  who 
were  armed,  in  consequence,  for  their  destruction,  like  the 
butcher  with  hia  a.xe  and  knife,  and  the  angler  with  his 
hook  and  spear.  But  there  wore  certain  periods  in  tho 
history  of  the  past,  during  which  these  weapons  assumed  a 
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PLEURACANTHTB 
L^VIgSIMCS. 

(Coal  Mefuures.) 
(Halfnat.  aize.) 


more  formidable  aspect  than  at  others; 
and  never  were  they  more  formidable  than 
in  the  times  of  the  Coal  Measures.  The 
teeth  of  the  Rhizodus  —  a  ganoidal  fish  of 
our  coal  fields  —  were  more  sharp  and 
trenchant  than  those  of  the  crocodile  of 
the  Nile,  and  in  the  larger  specimens  fully 
four  times  the  bulk  and  size  of  the  teeth 
of  the  hugest  reptile  of  this  species  that 
now  lives.  The  dorsal  spine  of  its  contem- 
porary, the  Gyracanthus,  a  great  placoid, 
much  exceeded  in  size  that  of  any  existing 
fish :  it  Avas  a  mighty  spear  head,  ornately 
carved  like  that  of  a  New  Zealand  chief, 
but  ill  a  style  that,  when  he  first  saw  a 
Bpecimen  in  my  collection,  greatly  excited 
the  admiration  of  Mr.  Ruskin.  But  one 
of  the  most  remarkable  weapons  of  the 
period  was  the  sting  of  the  Pleurac>anthus, 
another  great  placoid  of  the  age  of  pficrnn- 
tic  fishes.  It  was  sharp  and  polished  as 
a  stiletto,  but,  from  its  rounded  form  and 
dense  structure,  of  great  strength ;  and 
along  two  of  its  sides,  from  the  taper  point 
to  within  a  few  inches  of  the  base,  there 
ran  a  thickly-set  row  of  barbs,  hooked 
doTiTiwards,  hke  the  thorns  that  bristle 
on  the  yoimg  shoots  of  the  wild  rose,  and 
which  must  have  rendered  it  a  weapon 
not  merely  of  destruction,  but  also  of  tor- 
ture. The  defensive  armor  of  the  period, 
especially  that  of  its  ganoids,  seems  to 
have  been  as  remarkable  for  its  |K)wers  of 
resistance  aa  the  offensive  must  have  been 
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for  thcii  potency  in  the  assault;  and  it  seems  probable  that 
in  the  great  strength  of  the  bony  aiid  enamelled  armature 
of  thi.H  order  of  tislies  wc  liavc  the  secret  of  the  extremely 
fonuidable  character  of  the  teeth,  spines,  and  stings  that 
coexi.ited  along  with  it. 

Such  of  the  fishes  of  the  present  time  as  live  on  crastacea 
and  the  shelled  molluscs, — such  as  the  Wrasse  or  rock-fish 
fiunily,  and  at  least  one  of  the  Goby  iamily,  the  sea-wolf, — 
have  an  apjiaratiis  of  crnshing  teeth  greatly  more  solid  and 
strong  than  the  teeth  of  such  of  their  contemporaries  as  arc 
cither  herbivorous  or  feed  on  the  weaker  families  of  their 
own  class.  A  similar  remark  applies  to  the  ancient  sharks, 
ns  contrasted  with  thoiic  of  later  times.  So  long  as  the 
Rtrongly-armod  gnnoidal  order  prci'aiJed  in  nature,  the  sharks 
were  furniished  with  ma:*sive  cnLiliing  teeth  ;  but  when  the 
ganoids  waned  in  creation,  niul  the  soft-wealed  cycloid  and 
ctenoid  orders  took  and  amply  filled  the  place  which  they 
had  left  vacant,  the  well  known  modern  form  of  sliorks' 

Fig.  69. 
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teeth  was  introduced, — a  form  miich  rallic-r  p;ii(cil  tbr  cutting 
soft  bodies  than  for  crusliinij  liaril  cuifs.  In  (iiic,  tl:;  ■  iu;;iiive 
weapons  of  the  times  of  the  Coal  Mcawtircs  i-cim  \c:y  fov. 
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midahle,  just  as  those  personal  weapons  of  the  middlo  ages 
seem  so  that  were  borne  at  a  tmie  when  every  soldier  took 
the  lield  cased  in  armor  of  proof.  The  sUm  scimitar  or 
slender  rapier  would  have  availed  but  little  against  mas- 
sive iron  helmets  or  mail  coats  of  tempered  steel.  And  so 
the  warriors  of  the  period  armed  themselves  with  ponderous 
maces,  battle-axes  as  massive  as  hammers,  and  double- 
lianded  swords  of  great  w^eight  and  strength. 

Before  passing  onwards  to  other  and  higher  classes  and 
orders,  as  they  occurred  in  creation,  permit  me  to  make  the 
formidable  armor  of  the  earlier  fishes,  offensive  and  defen- 
sive, the  subject  of  a  single  remark.  We  are  told  by 
Goethe,  m  his  autobiography,  that  he  had  attained  his 
sixth  year  when  the  terrible  earthquake  at  Lisbon  took 
place,  —  "  an  event,"  he  says,  "  which  greatly  disturbed  " 
his  "  peace  of  mind  for  the  first  time."  He  could  not  rec- 
oncile a  catastrophe  so  suddenly  destructive  to  thousands, 
with  the  ideas  which  he  had  already  formed  for  himself  of 
a  Providence  all-powerful  and  all-benevolent.  But  he  after- 
wards learned,  he  tells  us,  to  recognize  in  such  events  the 
^^God  of  tlie  Old  TeMament.'*'*  I  know  not  in  wliat  spirit 
the  remark  was  made ;  but  this  I  know,  that  it  is  the  God 
of  the  Old  Testament  whom  we  see  exhibited  in  all  nature 
and  all  providence ;  and  that  it  is  at  once  wisdom  and  duty 
in  his  rational  creatures,  however  darkly  they  may  perceive 
or  imperfectly  they  may  comprehend,  to  liold  in  inipruit 
faith  that  the  Adorable  Monarch  of  all  the  past  and  of  all 
the  future  is  a  King  who  "can  do  no  wrong."  This  early 
exhibition  of  tooth,  and  spine,  and  sting,  —  of  weapons 
constructed  alike  to  cut  and  to  pierce,  —  to  unite  two  of 
the  most  indispensable  requirements  of  the  modern  ar- 
morer,— a  keen  edge  to  a  strong  back, — nay,  stranger  still, 
the  examples  furnished  in  this  prim(»val  time,  of  weapons 
formed  not  only  to  kill,  but  also  to  torture,  —  must  be  alto- 
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gcther  at  variance  Aritli  the  preconceived  0[>inions  of  iImsu 
who  hold  that  until  man  appeared  in  crculiun,  and  dark- 
ened itB  Bympathetie  fuce  with  the  stain  of  moral  gnilt,  iho 
reign  of  violence  and  outrage  did  not  begin,  and  that  there 
was  no  death  among  the  inferior  creatures,  and  no  suffering. 
But  preconceived  opinion,  whether  it  hold  fast,  with  Lac- 
tontius  and  the  old  Schoolmen,  to  the  belief  that  there  can 
be  no  antipodes,  or  assert,  with  Caccini  and  Bcllannint, 
that  our  globe  hangs  lazily  in  the  midst  of  the  heavens, 
while  the  sun  moves  round  it,  must  j-ield  ultimately  to 
Bcientilic  truth.  And  it  is  a  truth  as  certain  as  the  exist- 
ence of  a  southern  hemisjiliere,  or  the  motion  of  the  earth 
round  both  its  own  axis  and  the  great  solar  con'tre,  that, 
UDtoId  ages  ere  man  had  sinned  or  sulfered,  the  animal 
creation  exhibited  exactly  its  present  stale  of  war,  —  that 
the  strong,  armed  with  formidable  weajwns.  exquisitely 
constmcted  to  kill,  preyed  upon  the  weak ;  and  that  the 
weak,  sheathed,  many  of  them,  in  defensive  armor  ettiially 
admirable  in  its  mechanism,  and  ever  increasing  unti  multi- 
plying U|«)n  the  earth  far  beyond  the  requirements  of  the 
mere  maintenance  of  their  races,  were  enabled  to  escape,  as 
species,  the  a.ssaults  of  the  tyrant  tribes,  and  to  exist  un- 
thtnncd  for  unrcckoncd  age,".  It  has  been  weakly  and 
impiously  urged,  —  as  if  it  were  merely  with  the  geologist 
that  men  had  to  settle  this  matter, — that  such  aTi  economy 
of  warfare  and  sufl'oring,  —  of  wai-i-ing  aiHl  of  being  wari'cd 
upon,  —  would  be,  in  the  words  of  the  iulhnt  Goethi',  un- 
worthy  of  an  all-powerful  and  all -benevolent  Providenct, 
and  in  effect  a  libel  on  his  government  and  character.  I>ut 
that  grave  charge  wc  leave  the  objectors  to  settle  with  (lie 
great  Creator  himself.  Be  it  theirs,  not  ours,  according  to 
the  poet,  to 

"  Snatch  Cram  his  hniul  the  balance  and  tho  rod, 
Kludge  bib  jasllce,  l>e  the  god  o(  Goil." 
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Be  it  enough  for  the  geoloorist  rightly  to  interpret  the 
record  of  creation,  - —  to  declare  the  truth  as  he  finds  it,  — 
to  demonstrate,  from  e>'idence  no  clear  intellect  ever  yet 
resisted,  that  he,  the  Creator,  from  whom  even  the  young 
lions  seek  their  food,  and  who  giveth  to  all  the  beasts,  great 
and  small,  their  meat  in  dtie  season,  ever  wrought  as  he 
now  works  in  his  animal  kin^Tdom,  —  that  he  gave  to  the 
primeval  fishes  their  spines  and  tlieir  stings,  —  to  the  pri- 
meval reptiles  their  trenchant  teeth  and  their  strong  annor 
of  bono,  —  to  the  primeval  mammals  their  great  tusks  and 
their  sharp  claws,  —  that  he  of  old  divided  all  his  creatures, 
as  now,  into  animals  of  proy  and  the  animals  preyed  upon, 
—  that  from  the  beginning  of  things  he  inseparably  estab- 
lished among  his  non-responsible  existences  the  twin  laws 
of  generation  and  of  death,  —  nay,  fiirther,  passing  from 
the  established  truths  of  Geologic  to  one  of  the  best  estab- 
lished truths  of  Theolof/ic  science,  —  God's  eternal  justice 
and  truth,  —  let  us  assort,  that  in  the  Divine  government 
the  matter  of  fact  always  determines  the  question  of  right, 
and  that  whatever  has  boon  done  by  him  who  rendereth 
no  account  to  man  of  his  matters,  he  had  in  all  ages,  and 
in  all  places,  an  unchallengeable  right  to  do. 

The  oldest  known  reptiles  appear  just  a  little  before  the 
close  of  the  Old  Red  Sandstone,  just  as  the  oldest  known 
fishes  appeared  just  a  little  before  the  close  of  the  Silurian 
System.  What  seems  to  be  the  Upper  Old  Red  of  our 
own  country,  though  there  still  hangs  a  shade  of  doubt  on 
the  subject,  has  furnished  the  remains  of  a  small  reptile, 
equally  akin,  it  would  appear,  tojthe  lizards  and  the  batra- 
chians;  and  what  seems  to  be  the  Upper  Old  Red  of  the 
United  States  has  exhibited  the  foot-t racks  of  a  larger 
animal  of  the  same  class,  which  not  a  little  resemble  those 
which  would  be  impressed  on  recent  sand  or  clay  by  the 
alligator  of  the  ilissisiiippi,  did  not  the  alligator  of  the. 
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Misaisaippi  cfTace  its  own  footprints  (a  cooaeqaence  of  the 
shorti;ess  of  its  Ifgs)  by  the  trail  of  its  abdomen.  In  the 
Coal  Measures,  the  reptiles  hitherto  found,  —  an3  it  is  still 
little  more  than  ten  years  since  the  first  was  detected, — 
are  all  allied,  though  not  without  a  cross  of  the  higher 
crocodilian  or  laeertian  nature,  to  the  batrachlan  order,  — 
that  lowest  order  of  the  reptiles  to  which  the  frogs,  newtn, 
and  salamanders  belong.  These  reptiles  of  the  carbonifer- 
ous era,  though  only  a  few  tn'olvoraonths  ago  wo  little  sus- 
pected the  fact,  seem  to  have  been  not  very  rare  in  onr  own 
neighborhood.  My  atteiitli^n  was  called  sonic  time  ^nce 
by  Mr.  Henry  Cadcll,  — an  inti'lligcnt  practical  geologist, 
— to  certain  appearauct'S  in  one  of  the  Duke  of  Bucclcuch's 
coal  pits  near  Dalkeitli,  which  he  regarded  as  the  tracks  of 
air-breathing  iiua<liiiped.« ;  and,  after  examining  a  specimen, 
containing  four  fiHilprints,  which  he  had  brought  above 
ground,  ami  nhii-h  iiuf  a  little  excited  my  curiosity,  we 
vi^ted  th-,'  ;iit  toirctlicr.  And  there,  in  a  side  working 
about  half  a  !iii!o  fiom  the  pit  mouth,  and  about  four  hun- 
dred feet  iiii'Ii,-!'  tiu"  Kiirliice,  I  found  the  roof  of  the  coal, 
which  rost'  ::'  a  liiu'h  .-iiigk',  traversed  by  so  many  foot- 
tracka,  upttra^Is,  iluivnwanls,  and  athwart,  that  it  cost  me 
some  little  care  to  trace  the  individual  lines.  At  least  one 
of  the  number,  however,  —  consisting  of  eleven  footprints 
of  the  right  and  as  many  of  the  left  foot  — I  was  able  to 
trace  from  fflde  to  side  of  the  working,  a  distance  of  four 
yards ;  and  several  of  the  others  for  shorter  spaces.  TIio 
prints,  which  were  reverses  or  casts  in  a  very  coarse  sand- 
stone, were  about  thirteen  inches  apart  across  the  creature's 
chest,  and  rather  more  than  a  foot  apart  fi'om  its  fore  to  its 
hinder  limbs.  They  were  alternately  larger  and  smaller, 
—  the  smaller  (those  of  the  fore  feet)  nic:vsuiiiig  about  four 
inches  in  length,  and  the  Larger  {those  of  the  hinder  feet) 
abont  six  inches.    Tlio  number  of  toes  seemed  to  be  alter- 
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nately  four  and  five ;  but  from  the  circumstance  that  tho 
original  matrix  on  which  the  tracks  had  been  impressed,  — 
a  micaceous  clay  resolved  into  a  loose  fissile  sandstone,  — 
had  fallen  away  in  the  working  of  the  pit,  leaving  but  the 
boldly-relieved  though  ill-defined  casts  on  the  coarse  sand- 
stone, I  could  not  definitely  determine  the  point.  Enough, 
however,  remained  to^show  that  at  that  spot,  —  little  more 
than  a  mile  from  where  the  Duke  of  Buccleiich's  palace  now 
stands,  —  large  reptiles  had  congregated  in  considerable 
numbers  shortly  after  the  great  eight  feet  coal  seam  of  the 
Dalkeith  basin  had  been  formed.  In  another  part  of  the 
pit  I  found  foot-tracks  of  apparently  thd*  same  animal  iu 
equal  abundance,  but  still  less  distinct  in  their  state  of 
keeping.  But  they  bore  testimony  with  the  others  to  the 
comparative  abundance  of  reptilian  life  at  an  early  period, 
when  the  coal-bearing  strata  of  the  empire  were  little  more 
than  half  deposited.  It  was  not,  however,  until  the  Per- 
mian and  Triassic  Systems  had  come  to  a  close,  and  even 
the  earlier  ages  of  the  Oolitic  System  had  passed  away, 
that  the  class  received  its  fullest  development  in  creation. 
And  certainly  very  wonderful  was  the  development  which 
it  then  did  receive.  Reptiles  became  everywhere  the  lords 
and  masters  of  this  lower  world.  When  any  class  of 
tlie  air-breathing  vertebrates  is  very  largely  developed,  wo 
find  it  taking  possession  of  all  the  three  old  terrestrial  ele- 
ments,—  earth,  air,  and  water.  The  human  period,  for 
in3t:mce,  like  that  which  immediately  preceded  it,  is  pecu- 
liarly a  period  of  mammals;  and  we  find  the  class,  free,  if  I 
may  sj  express  myself,  of  the  three  elements,  disputing 
possession  of  the  sea  M'ith  the  fishes,  in  its  Cetaceans,  its 
seals,  and  its  sea-lions,  and  of  the  air  with  the  birds,  in  its 
numerous  ironera  of  the  bat  finnily.  Further,  not  until  the 
great  mannnaliferous  period  is  fairly  ushered  in  do  either 
the  bats  or  the  whales  make  their  appearance  in  creation. 
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Remain:^  of  OciUic  rpptilea  have  been  mistakea  ij  moro 
tlian  (.111?  i;ii--tar.cii  ior  those  of  Cetacea;  but  it  is  now  geoer- 
ally  held  that  the  carlk'sl  known  spedineii:^  nt  ^\■.^.^  femily 
belong  to  tlia  Tertiary  ages,  while  those  of  the  oldest  bats 


A  Bal  or  the  Eocene, 
occnr  in  the  Eocene  of  the  Paris  Basin,  associated  with 
the  bones  of  dolphins,  lamantines,  and  morses.     Now,  in 
the  times  of  the  OoUte  it  was  the  reptilian  class  that  pos- 
Fig.  aa 


Bcssed  itself  of  ii!l  llic^  eli'inunt;! 
Luge  reptilian  Khales  mounted  o 


lis  gigantic  enaJiosaurs. 
,  paddles,  were  the  tyrants 
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of  the  ocean,  and  must  have  reigned  Mipreme  over  the 
already-  reduced  class  of  fishes;  its  pterodactyl es, — di-ag- 


I  strange  as  were  ever  feigned  by 

Fig  64 


middle  ages,  and  tli.it  to  (lie  jaws  rnul  tcrlh  of  the  crnco- 
dile  added  the  wings  of  a  bat  and  tlie  body  and  tail  of  an 
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ordinary  mamma],  had  "the  power  of  the  air,"  anil,  pur- 
siiiiig  the  fleetest  insects  in  tliuir  flight,  captured  and  boro 
litem  down;*  its  lakes  and  rivers  abounded  in  crocodilea 
und  fre^li  water  tuilcib^'i  of  ancient  type  and  fashion  ;  ai:d 
its  woods  nud  plains  weio  the  liaunts  of  a  strange  reptlliiui 
£itina  of  wh:it  has  been  well  termed  "  fearfully  gri'at  lizaiils," 
—  some  of  wjiich,  fiiieli  as  tlic  iguanodon,  rivalled  the  largest) 
olcpliant  in  height,  snd  greatly  more  than  rivalled  him  in 
Icnjfth  and  bulk.  Judging  from  what  remains,  it  seems  not 
improbable  that  the  reptiles  of  this  Oolitic  period  were 
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quite  as  nnmerooB  individually,  and  consisted  of  well  ni^ 
as  many  genera  and  siwcius,  as  all  the  mamniuU  of  the 


•  Soma  of  thrse  drogont  of  tho  Secondary  agra  wens  of  vt'ry  con?id<T- 
nlile  nito.  Tlic  wiiiga  of  a.  Ptorodoctyla  of  the  Chalk,  in  Ihu  jiosscssion  of 
Mr.  Bowcrbanh,  must  have  had  a  spread  of  about  cightwn  fi'Cl ;  Ihciw  of 
B  rcpontly  disrovcrpd  PtrrodarlTle  of  the  Grccnsnml,  n  fpir;-!!  iif  lint  lc<* 
than  twenty-seven  feet.  Tba  Lammcr-yryer  of  llio  Alps  hn*  im  txlvnl  of 
Wing  of  but  from  ten  to  eleven  feet;  while  [hni  of  the  great  C'uiidorof  tlia 
Andes,  Ibe  largost  of  Hying  blnla,  docs  oot  exceed  twelve  fuut. 
10 
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present  time.  In  the  cretaceous  ages,  the  class,  though 
still  the  domiitant  one,  is  visibly  reduced  in  its  standing;  it 
had  reached  its  culminating  point  in  the  Oolite,  and  then 
began  to  decline  ;  and  witli  the  first  dawn  of  the  Tertiary 
division  we  find  it  occupying,  as  now,  a  very  subordinate 
place  in  creation.  Curiously  enough,  it  ia  not  until  its 
times  of  humiliation  and  decay  that  one  of  the  most 
■  remarkable  of  its  orders  appears,  —  an  order  itself  illustra- 
tive of  extreme  degradation,  and  which  figures  largely,  in 
every  scheme  of  mythology  tliat  borrowed  through  tradi- 
tional channels  from  Divine  revelation,  as  a  meet  represent- 
ative of  man's  great  enemy  the  Evil  One.  I  of  course 
refer  to  the  ojiludian  or  serpent  tamlly.  The  earliest  ophid- 
ian remains  known  to  the  Palipontologist  occur  in  that 
aiicienl  deposit  of  the  Tertiary  division  known  as  the  Lon- 
don Clay,  and  must  haie  belonged  to  serpents,  some  of 
them  allied  to  the  Pythons,  some  to  the  sea-snakes,  which, 
judging  from  the  corresponding  paits  of  recent  species, 
must  have  been  from  fourteen  to  twenty  feet  in  length. 


And  here  let  us  ^ain  pnnse  for  a  moment,  to  remark 
how  strangely  these  irascible,  repnisive  reptiles, — creatures 
lengthened  out  far  beyond  the  proportions  of  the  other 
mcmtvers  of  their  class  by  mere  vegetative  repetitions  of 
the  vertebraj, — condemned  to  deiive,  worm-like,  their  ubil- 
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ity  of  progressive  motion  trom  the  ring-like  scales  of  tho 
abdomen — vencmous  inmianyof  thdr  species, — formidable 
in  others  to  even  the  noblest  animals,  from  their  fascinating 
powers  ami  tbeir  great  craft, — ivithout  fore  or  tiinder  limbs, 
without  thoracic  or  pelvic  arches, — the  very  types  and  ox- 
cniplnrs  (onr  highest  naturalists  lieing  the  judges)  of  the 
extreme  of  animal  degradation, — let  us,  I  say,  remark  how 
sti-angely  llieir  liistory  has  been  mixed  up  with  that  of  mail 
and  of  religion  in  all  the  older  mythologies,  and  in  that 
T)i\'imj  Revelation  whence  the  older  mythologies  were  de- 
rived. It  was  one  of  the  most  ancient  of  the  Phoenician 
fables,  that  the  great  antagonist  of  the  gods  was  a  gigantic 
ser))ent,  that  had  at  one  time  been  their  subject,  but  revolted 
agaiiist  them  and  became  their  enemy.  It  was  a  monsti'ous 
serpent  that  assailed  arid  strove  to  destroy  the  mother  of 
Apollo  ere  yet  the  birth  of  tho  god,  but  which,  long  after, 
Apollo  in  tnm  assaulted  and  slew.  It  was  a  great  serpent 
that  watched  over  the  apples  of  the  Hespcrides,  and  that 
Hcreuies,  ere  he  could  possess  himself  of  the  fruit,  had  to 
combat  and  kill.  It  was  a.  frightful  serpent  that  guarded 
the  golden  fleece  from  Jason,  and  which  the  hero  had  to 
destroy  in  the  first  instance,  and  next  to  exterminate  th« 
strange  brood  of  armed  men  that  sprang  up  from  its  sown 
teeth.  In  short,  the  old  mythologies  are  well  nigh  as  fiill 
of  the  serpent  as  those  ancient  Runic  obelisks  of  our  coun- 
try, whose  endless  knots  and  complicated  fretwork  are 
formed  throughout  of  the  interlacings  of  snakes.  Let  us, 
however,  accept  as  representative  of  this  innumerable  class 
of  legends,  the  classical  story,  rendered  yet  more  classical 
by  the  profound  and  reverend  comment  given  by  Bacon  in 
his  "Wisdom  of  the  Ancients."  "Jupiter  and  the  other 
gods,"  says  the  philosopher,  in  his  simple  version  of  the 
tradition,  "conferred  upon  men  a  most  acceptable  and  d^ 
sirable  boon,  —  the  g^  of  perpetual  youth.     Bat  men, 
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foolishly  overjoyed  hereat,  laid  this  present  of  the  gods  npon 
an  ass,  who,  in  returning  back  with  it,  being  extremely 
thirsty,  and  coming  to  a  fountain,  the  serpent  who  was  guar- 
dian thereof  would  not  suffer  him  to  drink  but  upon  condi- 
tion of  receiving  the  burden  he  carried,  whatever  it  should 
be.  The  silly  ass  complied ;  and  thus  the  perpetual  renewal 
of  youth  was  for  a  sup  of  water  transferred  from  men  to  the 
race  of  serpents."  "That  this  gift  of  perpetual  youth 
should  pass  from  men  to  serpents,"  continues  Bacon,  "seems 
added,  by  way  of  ornament  and  illustration,  to  the  fable." 
And  it  certainly  has  much  the  appearance  of  an  after- 
thought. But  how  very  striking  the  resemblance  borne  by 
the  story,  as  a  whole,  to  that  narrative  in  the  opening  page 
of  human  history  which  exhibits  the  first  parents  of  the  race 
as  yielding  up  to  the  temptation  of  the  serpent  the  gift  of 
immortality;  and  further,  how  remarkable  the  fiict,  that  the 
reptile  selected  as  typical  here  of  the  great  fallen  spirit  that 
kept  not  his  first  estate,  should  be  at  once  the  reptile  of 
latest  appearance  in  creation,  and  the  one  selected  by  phil- 
osophical naturalists  as  representative  of  a  reversed  process 
in  the  course  of  being,  —  of  a  downward,  sinking  career, 
firom  the  vertebrate  antetype  towards  greatly  lower  types 
in  the  invertebrate  divisions!  The  fiillen  spirit  is  repre- 
sented in  revelation  by  what  we  are  now  taught  to  recog- 
nize in  science  as  a  degraded  reptile. 

Birds  make  their  first  appearance  in  a  Red  Sandstone  do- 
posit  of  the  United  States  in  the  valley  of  the  Connecticut, 
which  was  at  one  time  supposed  to  belong  to  the  Triassic 
System,  but  which  is  now  held  to  be  at  least  not  older  than 
the  times  of  the  Lias.  No  fragments  of  the  skeletons  of 
birds  have  yet  been  discovered  in  formations  older  than  the 
Chalk :  the  Connecticut  remains  are  those  of  footprints  ex- 
clusively ;  and  yet  they  tell  their  extraordinary  story,  so  fiir 
as  it  extends,  with  remarkable  precision  and  distinctness. 
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T)iey  were  apparently  all  of  the  GnJIie  or  stilt  order  of 
birds, — on  order  to  wliich  the  crones,  herons,  and  bustarda 


belong,  mth  the  ostriches  and  cassowaries,  and  which  is 
characterized  liy  (Kissossing  but  three  toes  on  each  foot  (one 
species  of  ostrich  has  but  two),  or,  if  afoiirth  toe  be  present, 
BO  imperfectly  is  it  developed  in  most  of  the  coses,  that  it 
fails  to  reach  the  ground.  And  in  almost  all  the  footprints 
of  the  primeval  birds  of  the  Connecticut  there  are  only 
three  toes  exhibited.  Peculiar,  ill  understood  laws  regulate 
the  phalangal  divisions  of  the  various  animals.  It  is  a  law 
of  the  human  kind,  for  instance,  that  tlie  thumb  should 
10* 
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consist  of  but  tliree  phalanges ;  while  the  fingers,  even  the 
smalleBt,  consist  of  four.  And,  in  the  same  way,  it  is  a  \&w 
generally  exemplilied  among  birds,  that  of  the  three  toes 
which  correspond  to  the  fingers,  the  inner  toe  should  be 
composed  of  three  phalanges,  the  middle  or  largest  too  of 
four  phalanges,  and  tho  outer  toe,  though  but  second  in 
point  of  size,  of  five  phalanges.  Such  is  the  law  now,  and 
such  was  equally  the  law,  as  shown  by  the  American  foot- 
prints, in  the  times  of  the  Lias.    Some  of  the  impressions 

Bis.  (B. 


are  of  singular  distinctness.  Every  claw  and  phalange  has 
left' its  mark  in  the  stone  ;  while  the  trifid  termination  of 
tlio  tarso-metatarsal  bone  leaves  three  marks  more,  —  fifteen 
in  all,  —  the  true  ornithic  number.  In  some  of  the  spoei- 
mens  even  thepressureof  amctatarsal  brush,  still  possessed 
by  some  birds,  is  distinctly  traceable;  nay,  there  nro  in- 
stances in  which  the  impress  of  the  dermoid  papilla;  has 
remained  as  sharply  as  if  made  in  wax.  But  the  inimen.te 
size  of  some  of  these  footprints  served  to  militate  for  a  time 
•gainst  belief  in  their  ornithic  origin.    The  impressions  that 
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src  but  Hccondary  i:i  jir.iiit  of  size  grcatlj' cxccc.l  iln.'si.-of 
thdm.'^cHt  bii-tk  whicli  ii.)\v  exist ;  wliilo  llioso  of  tlic  lurgeat 
class  equal  tho  prints  of  the  bulkier  quadrupeds.  There  are 
iridactylc  footprints  in  the  reiJ  eaudslones  of  Connecticut 
that  measuri!  eighteen  iiiehe^  in  length  from  the  heel  to  the 
nii<l<lle  claw,  nearly  thirteen  inches  in  breadth  from  the  outer 
to  the  inner  toe,  and  which  indicate,  from  their  distance 
apart  in  the  straight  line,  a  etride  of  about  six  feet  in  thd 
creature  that  impressed  them  in  these  ancient  sands, — 
measurements  that  might  n-ell  startle  zoologists  who  had 
dei'ived  their  experience  of  the  ornilhic  class  fi-om  existing 
birds  exclusively.  Comparatively  recent  discoveries  have, 
however,  if  not  lessened,  at  least  familiarized  us  to  the  won- 
der. In  a  de]x>sit  of  Xew  Zealand  that  dates  little  if  at  all 
in  advance  of  the  himian  period,  there  have  been  detected 
the  remains  of  birds  searuo  inferior  in  size  to  those  of 
Amenca  in  the  Liassic  ages.  Tlie  bones  of  the  J9i»orrti!« 
ffiff'inteits,  exhibited  by  the  late  Dr.  ]l[antell  in  Edinburgh 
in  tho  autumn  of  1850,  greatly  exceeded  in  bulk  those  of 
the  largest  horse.  A  thigh  bono  sixteen  inches  in  length 
measured  nearly  nine  inches  in  circumference  in  the  middle  of 
tho  shall;  the  head  of  atibia  measured  iweiity-ono  inches  in 
circumteroncc.  It  was  estimated  that  a  foot  entire  in  all  its 
parts,  which  formed  an  interesting  portion  of  the  cxhibitioo, 
would,  when  it.  was  furnished  with  nails,  and  covered  by  the 
integuments,  have  measured  about  fitteen  inches  in  length ; 
and  it  was  calculated  by  a  very  competent  authority.  Pro- 
fessor Owen,  that  of  tho  other  bones  of  the  leg  to  which  it 
belonged,  the  tibia  must  have  been  about  two  feet  nine 
inches,  and  the  femur  about  fourteen  and  a  half  inches  long. 
The  larger  thigh  bono  relerrod  to  must  have  belonged,  it 
was  hold,  to  a  bird  that  stood  from  eleven  to  twelve  feet 
liigh,  —  the  extreme  height  of  the  great  African  elephant. 
Such  were  the  monster  birds  of  a  comparatively  recent 
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period ;  and  their  remains  serve  to  render  credible  the  evi- 
dence furnished  by  the  great  footprints  of  their  remote 
predecessors  of  tlie  Lias.  The  huge  feet  of  the  greatest 
Dinonius  whose  bones  liave  yet  been  found  would  have  left 
impressions  scarcely  an  inch  shorter  than  those  of  the  still 
huger  birds  of  the  Coimecticut.  Is  it  not  truly  wonderful, 
that  in  this  late  age  of  the  world,  in  which  the  invention  of 
the  poets  seems  to  content  itself  with  humbler  and  lowlier 
flights  than  of  old,  we  should  thus  find  the  facts  of  geology 
fully  rivalling,  in  the  strange  and  the  outre,  the  wildest  fan- 
cies of  the  romancers  who  flourished  in  the  middle  ages  ? 
I  have  already  referred  to  flying  dragons,  —  real  existences 
of  the  Oolitic  period,  —  that  were  quite  as  extraordinary  of 
type,  if  not  altogether  so  huge  of  bulk,  as  those  with  which 
the  Seven  Champions  of  Christendom  used  to  do  battle; 
and  here  are  we  introduced  to  birds  of  the  Liassic  a^es  that 
were  scarce  less  gigantic  than  the  roc  of  Sinbad  the  Sailor. 
They  are  fraught  with  strange  meanings  these  footprints  of 
the  Connecticut.  They  tell  of  a  time  far  removed  into  the 
by-past  eternity,  when  great  birds  frequented  by  myriads 
the  shores  of  a  nameless  lake,  to  wade  into  its  shallows  in 
quest  of  mail-covered  fishes  of  the  ancient  type,  or  long- 
extinct  molluscs ;  while  reptiles  equally  gigantic,  and  of  still 
stranger  proportions,  haunted  the  neighbonng  swamps  and 
savannahs ;  and  when  the  same  sun  that  shone  on  the  tall 
moving  forms  beside  the  waters,  and  threw  their  long  shad- 
ows across  the  red  sands,  lighted  np  the  glades  of  deep 
forests,  all  of  whose  fantastic  productions,  —  tree,  bush,  and 
herb, — have  even  in  their  very  species  long  since  passed 
a^vay.  And  of  this  scene  of  things  only  the  footprints  re- 
main,— "  footprints  on  the  sands  of  time,"  that  tell  us,  among 
other  matters,  whence  the  graceful  American  poet  derived 
his  quiet  but  singularly  effective  and  unmistakcably  indige- 
nous figure:— 
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**  Uvea  or  great  men  nil  remind  ua 

We  can  make  our  Uvea  sublime. 
And,  drparting,  leane  bdiimi  at 

Fmlprinii  on  the  tandt  of  lime. 
Footprints  that  perfatps  inolher. 

Sailing  o'er  life's  solemn  main, 
A.  fortom  and  shipwivckcd  brother, 

Seemg,  shall  take  heart  again." 

With  the  Stonisfield  elates,  —  a  depodt  which  lies  above 
what  is  known  as  the  Inferior  Oolite,  —  the  renutiDs  of 
Diammaliferous  animals  first  appear.  As,  however,  no  other 
mammalian  remains  occur  until  after  the  close  of  the  great 
Secondary  Division,  and  as  certain  marked  peculiarities 
attach  to  these  Oolitic  ones,  it  may  bo  well  to  inquire 
whether  their  place,  so  iar  in  advance  of  their  fellows,  may 
not  be  indicative  of  a  radical  difference  of  character,  —  a 
difference  considerable  enough  to  suggest  to  the  zoologist 
an  improvement  in  his  scheme  of  classification.  It  has  been 
shown  by  Professor  Owen,  —  our  highest  authority  in  com- 
parative anatomy, — that  while  one  Stonisfield  genus  one- 
qoivocally  belonged  to  the  marsupial  order,  another  of  its 
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genera  bears  also  certiun  of  the  marsupial  traits;  and  that 
the  group  which  they  composed,  —  a  very  small  one,  and 
consisting  excludvely  of  minute  insect^ating  animals,  —  ex- 
hibits in  its  general  aspect  the  characteristics  of  this  pouched 
family.  Even  the  gcniw  of  the  group  that  least  resembles 
them  was  pronounced  by  Cuvier  to  have  its  nearest  affinities 
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■n-ith  the  opnBamng.  And  let  na  mark  how  very  much  may 
be  implied  ia  this  circumstaDce,  la  the  "  Animal  Ji  in ff- 
dom  "  of  the  great  D&turalist  just  named,  the  marsnpiata, 
or  poached  animals,  are  made  to  occupy  the  fourth  pla<.'e 
among  the  nine  orders  of  the  MammaUa;  but  should  they 
not  rather  occupy  a  place  intermediate  between  the  placen- 
tal mammals  and  the  birds?  and  does  not  nature  indicate 
their  true  position  by  the  position  which  she  assigns  to 
them  in  the  geologic  scale  f  The  birds  are  oviparous ;  and 
between  the  extrusion  of  the  egg  and  the  development  of 
the  perfect  young  bird  they  have  to  hatch  it  into  life  during 
a  long  period  of  incubation.  The  marenpiata  are  not  ovip- 
arous, for  their  effffs  want  the  enveloping  shell  or  skin ;  but 
they,  too,  are  extraded  in  an  exceedingly  rudimentary  and 
fcetal  state,  and  have  to  undergo  in  the  pouch  a  greatly 
longer  period  of  incubation  than  that  demanded  by  nature 
for  any  bird  whatever.  The  young  kangaroo  is  extruded, 
after  it  has  remained  for  little  more  than  a  month  in  the 
womb,  as  a  ftetus  scarcely  an  inch  in  length  by  somewhat 
less  than  half  an  inch  in  breadth :  it  is  blind,  exhibiting 
merely  dark  eye  spots;  its  limbs  are  so  rudimentary,  that 
even  the  hinder  legs,  so  largely  developed  in  the  genus 
when  mature,  exist  as  mere  stumps ;  it  is  unablo  even  to 
suck,  but,  holding  permanently  on  by  a  minute  dug,  has  tho 
sustaining  fluid  occasionally  pressed  into  its  mouth  by  the 
mother.  And,  undergoing  a  peculiar  but  not  the  less  real 
process  of  incubation,  the  creature  that  lind  to  remain  for 
little  more  than  a  month  in  the  womb,  —  strictly  thirty-nine 
days, — has  to  remain  in  the  mother's  pouch,  ere  it  is  fully 
developed  and  able  to  provide  for  itself,  for  a  period  of 
eight  months.  It  Is  found  to  increase  in  weight  during  this 
hatching  process,  from  somewhat  less  than  an  ounce  to 
somewhat  more  than  eight  pounds.  Now,  this  surely  is  a 
process  quite  as  nearly  akin  to  the  incubation  of  egg-bear- 
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ing  birds  as  to  the  ordinarj-  nursing  process  of  the  placental 
manimnls ;  and  on  the  occult  but  apiiareiitly  real  principle, 
that  the  true  arrangement  of  the  animal  kingdom  is  that 
wliich  we  tind  exemplified  by  the  successive  introduction  of 
its  various  classes  and  orders  in  the  course  of  geologio 
history,  should  we  not  anticipate  a  point  of  time  for  the 
introduction  of  the  marsupiata,  intermediate  between  the 
«idely-di3tant  points  at  which  the  egg-bearing  birds  and 
tlie  true  placental  mammals  appeared?  Ranged  at  once 
chronologically,  and  by  their  mode  of  reproduction,  the 
various  classes  of  the  vertobmta  would  run,  did  we  accept 
tho  suggested  reading,  as  follows  r  —  First  appear  cold- 
blooded vertebrates  (lislies),  that  propagate  by  eggs  or 
Spawn,  —  chiefly  by  the  latter.  Next  appear  cold-blooded 
vertebrates  (i^eptiles),  that  propagate  by  eggs  or  spawn, — 
chiefly  by  the  former.  Then  apjiear  warm-bloo<iert  verte- 
brates (birds),  that  propagate  by  eggs  exclusively.  Then 
warm-blooded  vertebrates  come  upon  the  stage,  that  pro- 
duce egyi  without  shells,  wliich  have  to  be  subjected  for 
months  to  a  species  of  extra -placental  incubation.  And 
last  of  all  the  true  placental  mammals  appear.  And  thus, 
tried  by  the  test  of  perfect  reproduction,  the  great  verte- 
bral  division  receives  its  full  development  in  creation. 

The  placental  mammals  make  their  appearance,  as  I  have 
said,  in  the  eailiest  ages  of  the  great  Tertiary  division,  and 
exhibit  In  the  group  an  aspect  very  unhke  that  which  they 
at  present  bear.  The  Eocene  ages  were  peculiarly  the 
ages  of  the  Palieotheres,  —  strange  animals  of  that  pachy- 
dermatoua  or  thick-skinned  order  to  which  the  elephants, 
the  tapirs,  the  hogs,  and  the  horses  belong.  Tt  had  been 
remarked  by  naturalists,  that  there  are  tewor  families  of 
this  order  in  living  nature  than  of  almost  any  other,  and 
that,  of  the  existing  genera,  not  a  few  are  widely  neparated 
in  their  analogies  from  the  others.     But  in  the  PaUeotheres 
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of  the  Eocene,  which  ranged  in  size  from  a  large  horse  to  & 
hare,  not  a  few  of  the  missing  links  have  been  fotmd, — 
liiilca  connecting  the  tapirs  to  the  hogs,  and  the  hogs  to  the 
PaUeotheres  proper;  and  there  is  at  least  one  species  sng- 
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gestive  of  an  union  of  some  of  the  more  peculiar  trdts  of 
the  ta|)ira  and  the  horses.  It  was  among  these  extinct 
Pachydermata  of  the  Paris  basin  that  Cuvicr  effected  his 
wonderful  rcstoi-ations,  and  producctl  tliose  figures  in  out- 
line which  are  now  as  familiar  to  tho  geologist  as  any  of 
the  forms  of  the  existing  animals.  The  London  Clay  and 
the  Eocene  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  h.ive  also  yielded  numer- 
ona  specimens  of  those  pachyderms,  whose  identity  with 
the  Continental  ones  has  been  established  by  Owen;  but 
they  are  more  fragmentary,  wid  their  state  of  keeping 
letw  perfect,  than  those  fiirnished  by  the  gj-psum  quarries  of 
Yelay  and  Montmartre.  In  these  the  smaller  animals  occur 
often  in  a  state  of  preservation  so  peculiar  and  partial  as  to 
excite  the  curiosity  of  even  the  untaught  workmen.  Only 
halfthc  skeleton  is  present.  The  limlis  .and  lihs  of  the  under 
side  are  found  lying  in  nearly  their  proper  places;  while  of 
the  limbs  and  ribs  of  the  upper  side  usually  not  a  trace  can 
be  deteoted,  —  even  the  apper  nde  of  the  haii!I  is  oflen 
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awanting.  It  would  almost  aeem  as  if  some  pre-Adanute 
butuher  had  divided  the  carcassea  longitudinally,  and  carried 
away  with  him  all  tho  upper  halves.  The  reading  of  the 
euigma  seems  to  be,  that  when  the  creatures  lay  down  and 
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died,  the  gypanm  in  which  their  remains  occur  was  soft 
enough  to  permit  their  under  aides  to  sink  into  it,  and  that 
then  gradually  hardening,  it  kept  the  bones  in  their  places; 
while  the  uncovered  upper  aides,  exposed  to  the  disinte- 
grating influences,  either  mouldered  away  piecemeal,  or 
were  removed  by  accident.  The  bones  of  the  larger  ani- 
mals of  tho  basin  are  usually  found  detached ;  and  ere  they 
cuttld  be  reconstructed  into  perfect  skeletons,  they  taxed 
the  extraordinary  powers  of  the  greatest  of  comparative 
ap«*omist3.    Rather  more  than  twenty  different  apecies  xrf 
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extinct  mammals  have  been  detected  in  the  Paris  basin,  — 
not  a  great  number,  it  may  be  thought;  and  yet  for  so 
limited  a  locality  we  may  deem  it  not  a  very  small  one, 
when  we  take  into  account  the  fact  that  all  our  native 
mammals  of  Britain  and  Ireland  amount  (according  to 
Fleming),  if  we  except  the  Cetace«e  and  the  seals,  to  but 
forty  species. 

In  the  Middle  or  Miocene  Tertiary,  pachyderms,  though 
of  a  wholly  different  type  from  their  predecessors,  are  still 
the  prevailing  forms.  The  Dinotherium,  one  of  the  gi'eatest 
quadrupedal  mammals  that  ever  lived,  seems  to  have  formed 
a  connecting  link  in  this  middle  age  between  the  Pachyder- 
mata  and  the  Cetaceie.  Each  ramus  of  the  under  jaw, 
which  in  the  larger  specimens  are  fully  four  feet  in  length, 
bore  at  the  symphysis  a  great  bent  tusk  turned  do^vnwards, 
which  appears  to  have  been  employed  as  a  pickaxe  in  uproot- 
ing the  aquatic  plants  and  liliaceous  roots  on  which  the  crea- 
ture seems  to  have  lived.    The  head,  which  measured  about 

Fig.  72. 
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three  feet  across, — a  breadth,  sufficient,  surely,  to  satisfy  the 
demands  of  the  most  exacting  phrenologist, — was  provided 
with  muscles  of  enormous  strength,  arranged  so  as  to  give 
potent  effect  to  the  operations  of  this  strange  tool.     The 


HISTOBT   OF   ANIMALS.  123 

hinder  part  of  the  skull  not  a  little  resembled  that  of  the 
Cetauetc ;  while,  from  the  form  of  the  nasal  bones,  the  crea- 
ture was  evidently  furnislicd  with  a  trunk  hko  the  elopliant. 
It  seems  not  improbable,  therefore,  that  thw  bulkiest  of 
mammaliferous  quadrupeds  constituted,  as  I  have  said,  a 
sort  of  uniting  tic  between  creatures  still  associated  in  iho 
human  mind,  from  the  circumstance  of  their  massive  propor- 
tions, as  the  greatest  that  swim  the  sea  or  walk  the  land,  — 
the  whale  and  the  elephant.  The  Mastodon,  an  elejihantoid 
animal,  also  furuished,  like  the  elephant,  with  tusks  and 
trunk,  but  marked  by  certain  jieeuliaritics  n'hidi  constitute 
it  a  different  genu^  seems  in  Eiirojie  to  liave  been  contem- 
porary with  the^Jinolhel■ium;  but  in  North  America  (the 
scene  of  its  greatest  numericitl  development)  it  appears  to 
belong  to  a  later  ajce.  In  height  it  did  not  sui-pass  the 
African  elephant,  but  it  considerably  exceeded  it  in  length, 
— a  specimen  wliieh  could  not  have  stood  above  twelve  feet 
high  indicating  a  length  of  alwut  twenty-five  feet :  it  had 
what  the  elephants  want,  —  tusks  fixed  in  its  lower  jaw, 
whiuh  the  niales  retained  through  lite,  but  the  females  lost 
when  young;  its  limbs  were  pivaportionally  shorter,  but 
more  massive,  and  its  abdomen  more  elongated  and  elim; 
its  grinder  teeth  too,  some  of  which  have  been  known  to 
weigh  from  seventeen  to  twenty  pounds,  and  their  cuspa 
elevated  into  great  mannua>like  protuberances,  to  which  the 
creatni'e  owes  its  name,  and  wholly  differ  in  their  pro]Kir- 
tions  and  outliiio  from  the  grinders  of  the  elephant.  The 
much  greater  remoteness  of  the  mastodonic  period  in  Europe 
than  in  America  is  a  cironmstance  worthy  of  notice,  as  it  is 
one  of  many  facts  that  scorn  to  indicate  a  general  transpo- 
sition of  at  least  the  later  geologic  ages  on  the  op]x)site  sides 
of  the  Atlantic.  Groups  of  corresponding  character  on  the 
eastern  and  western  shores  of  this  great  occnn  were  not  con- 
temporaDeoufl  in  timfl.    It  has  been  repeatedly  remarked, 
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that  the  existing  plants  and  trees  of  the  United  States,  with 
not  a  fow  of  ha  l)»hi.'»  and  reptiles,  be&r  in  their  forma  and 
construction  the  marks  of  a  much  greater  antiquity  than 
those  of  Europe.  The  geologist  who  sets  himself  to  discover 
umilar  tjrpes  on  the  eaetem  side  of  the  Atlantic  would  have 
to  seek  for  them  among  the  deposits  of  the  later  Tertiai-ies. 
~  Nonh  America  eeems  to  be  still  pae^g  through  its  later 
Tertiary  ages ;  and  it  appears  to  be  a  consequence  of  this 
curious  transposition,  that  while  in  Europe  the  mastodonio 
period  is  removed  by  two  great  geologio  eras  from  the 
present  time,  it  is  removed  from  it  in  America  by  only 
one.  Even  in  America,  however,  that  period  lies  £ir  beyond 
the  reach  of  human  tradition,  —  a  fact  home  out  by  tho 
pseudo-traditions  rctnilcd  by  tho  aborigines  regarding  the 
mastodon.  By  none  of  at  least  tho  higher  naturalists  hn.i 
there  been  a  doubt  entertainod  respecting  its  herhii-oroua 
character;  and  the  discovery  of  lato  years  of  the  stomach 
of  an  individual  charged  with  decayed  herbage  and  frag- 
ments of  the  succulent  branches  of  trees,  some  of  them  of 
existing  species,  has  demonstrated  the  solidity  of  tlie  rea- 
sonings founded  on  its  general  structure  and  aspect.  The 
pseudo-traditions,  however,  represent  it  in  every  instance  as 
a  carnivorous  tyrant,  that,  had  it  not  been  itself  destroyed, 
would  have  destroyed  all  tho  other  animals  its  contcm|K>ra- 
ries.  It  b  said  by  the  red  men  of  Virginia,  "  that  a  troop 
of  these  tremendous  quadrupeds  made  fearful  havoc  for 
some  time  among  tho  deer,  the  biilfaloes,  and  all  the  other 
animals  created  for  tho  use  of  the  Indians,  and  spread  deso- 
lation £ir  and  wide.  At  last  'the  Mighty  Man  above'  aeixed 
his  thunder  and  killed  them  all,  with  the  exception  of  the 
largest  of  tho  males,  who  presenting  his  head  to  the  thun. 
derbolts,  shook  them  off  as  they  fell ;  but,  being  wounded 
in  tho  side,  he  betook  himself  to  flight  towards  the  great 
Ukea,  where  he  Mill  resides  ftt  the  present  day." 
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Lot  mc  hero  remind  you  in  tlio  passing,  that  tliat  anti- 
qaity  of  typo  wlueh  characterizes  the  recent  prodnctiona  of 
Korth  America  is  one  of  many  wonders, — not  absolutely 
geological  in  themselves,  but  which,  save  for  the  revelations 
of  geology,  would  have  forever  remained  unnot«d  and  un- 
known,— which  have  been  pressed,  during  the  last  half  cen- 
tury, on  the  notice  of  naturalists.  "It  is  a  circumstance 
quite  extraordinary  and  unexpected,"  says  Agasaz,  in  his 
profoundly  interesting  work  on  Lake  Superior,  "that  the 
fossil  plants  of  the  Tertiary  beds  of  Ocningen  resemble 
more  closely  the  trees  and  shrubs  which  grow  at  present  in 
the  eastern  parts  of  Xortli  America,  than  those  of  any  other 
parts  of  tlie  world ;  thus  allowing  us  to  express  correctly 
the  difference  between  the  opposite  coasts  of  Europe  and 
Ameiica,  by  saying  that  the  present  eastern  American  flora, 
and,  I  may  add,  the  fauna  also,  have  a  niore  ancient  charac- 
ter than  those  of  Euro|>e.  Tlio  plants,  especially  the  trees 
and  shrubs,  growing  in  our  days  in  the  United  States,  are, 
as  it  were,  old-fashioned;  and  the  charaeteiistic  genera 
Lagomys,  Clielydi-a,  and  tlio  lai^o  Salamanders  with  per- 
manent giils,  that  roniiiid  us  of  the  fossils  of  Oeningen,  are 
at  least  equally  bo  ;  —  they  bear  the  marks  of  former  ages." 
How  strange  a  fact  I  Kot  only  are  n'e  accustomed  to  speak 
of  the  eastern  continents  as  the  Old  World,  in  contradistinc- 
tion to  the  great  continent  of  the  west,  but  to  speak  also 
of  the  world  before  the  Flood  aa  the  Old  World,  in  contra- 
distinction to  the  post-dihuian  world  which  succeeded  it. 
And  yet  equally,  if  we  receive  the  term  in  either  of  its  ac- 
ceptations, is  America  an  older  woild  still,  —  an  older  world 
than  that  of  the  eastern  continents, — an  older  woild,  in  the 
fashion  and  type  of  its  proi'uctions,  than  the  world  before 
the  Flood.  And  when  the  ininiijrraiit  settlor  takes  axe  amid 
the  deep  backwoods,  to  lay  open  for  the  first  lime  what  he 
deems  a  new  couptry,  the  great  trees  that  fnll  before  hini, — 
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the  brnaliwood  that  be  lops  away  with  a  sweep  of  his  tool,  — 
the  unfamiliar  herba  which  he  tramplea  under  foot, — tho 
lazy  fish-like  reptile  that  scarce  stirs  out  of  his  path  as  he 
desuends  to  the  neighboring  creek  to  drink, — the  fierce 
alligator-like  tortoise,  with  the  large  limbs  and  smdl  carpace, 
that  he  sees  watching  among  the  reeds  for  fish  and  frogs, 
just  as  he  reaches  the  water, — and  the  little  hare-like 
rodent,  without  a  Uul,  that  he  startles  by  the  way, — all  at- 
test, by  tho  antiqueness  of  the  mould  in  which  they  are  cast, 
how  old  a  country  tho  seemingly  new  one  really  is,  —  a 
country  vastly  older,  in  typo  at  least,  than  that  of  the  ante- 
diluvians and  the  pritriarcha,  and  only  to  be  compared  with 
that  which  flourished  on  the  oaslem  side  of  the  Atlantic 
long  ere  the  appearance  of  man,  and  the  remsuns  of  whose 
perished  productions  wo  find  locked  up  in  the  loess  of  the 
Rhine,  or  amid  tlie  lignites  of  Nassau,  America  is  em- 
phatically the  Old  Woild,  If  we  accept,  however,  as  sound 
the  ingenious  logic  by  which  Coltou  labors  to  show,  in  not 
inelegant  verse,  that  the  Modems  are  the  true  Ancients,  we 
may  continue  to  term  it  the  New  World  still. 

"We  ihai  on  tlieso  late  Jays  are  thrown 
Uustbe  the  oldest  Anelenti  known; 
The  earliett  Modem  earth  hath  eeea 
Was  Adam  In  his  apron  green. 
He  lived  when  young  Creation  pealed 
Her  momlng  hymn  o'er  flood  and  fleld. 
Tin  all  her  Infant  offspring  came 
To  thai  great  chrUtcning  for  a  name. 
And  he  that  vroald  tho  Anelenti  know, 
Mnat  rorwanl  roine,  not  baekward  go: 
The  learned  lumhcr  of  the  Bhelvea 
Shows  Dothing  older  than  oaiielTei. 
But  who  In  older  times  than  we 
Shall  lire?  — That  inthnt  on  the  knM,— 
See  elghU  to  ns  were  never  ihown. 
And  Eeciets  known  to  aa  unJcuown." 
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The  group  of  mammala  which,  in  Europe,  at  least,  imtne- 
diately  preceded  the  human  jicriod  mesna  to  have  been 
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everywhere  a  remarkable  one ;  aiid  nowhere  was  it  more  so 
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than  in  the  British  islancls.  Our  present  mammaliferons 
ferina  U  rather  \ioor;  but  the  contents  of  the  later  deposits 
sliow  that  we  must  regard  it  as  but  n  mere  fragment  of  a 
very  noble  one.  Associated  with  spcdos  that  still  exist  in 
the  less  cultivated  parts  of  the  country,  such  as  the  badger, 


rig.  Tt 


Gignntic  Bcovcr.     IFleiitaxiK.) 

the  fox,  the  wild  cat,  the  roo  and  the  red  deer,  we  find  the 
remains  of  great  animals,  Avhose  congeners  must  now  bo 
sought  for  in  the  intertropicsl  regions.  Britiun,  during  the 
times  of  the  boulder  clay,  and  for  ages  previous,  bad  its 


native  elephant,  its  two  species  of  rhinoceros,  its  hippopot- 
amus, its  hyfcna,  its  tiger,  its  three  Bpecica  of  bears,  its  two 
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species  of  beavers,  its  great  elk,  and  its  gigaptic  deer.  Forms 
now  found  widely  apart,  and  in  very  different  climates,  meet 
within  the  British  area.  ,  During  at  least  the  earlier  times  of 
the  group,  the  tcmperatnro  of  our  island  seems  to  have  been 
very  much  what  it  is  now.  As  I  have  already  had  occasion 
to  remark,  the  British  oak  flourished  on  its  plains  and  lower 
slopes,  and  the  birch  and  Scotch  fir  on  its  hills.  And  yet 
ander  these  &nuliar  trees  the  lagomys  or  tailless  hare,  a 
form  now  mainly  restricted  to  Siberia  and  the  ivilds  of  Nor- 
thern America,  and  the  reindeer,  an  animal  whose  proper 
habitat  at  the  present  time  is  Lapland,  were  as-iociatcd  with 
forms  that  are  now  only  to  bo  found  between  the  tropics, 
suchas  that  of  the  hippo]>otamus  and  rhinoceros.  These  last, 
however,  unequivocally  of  extinct  species,  seem  to  have  been 
adapted  to  live  in  a  teni]>er.atc  climate;  and  we  know  from 
the  &mou3  Siberian  specimen,  that  the  British  elephant, 
with  its  covering  of  long  hair  and  closely-felted  wool, 
was  fitted  to  sustain  the  rigors  of  a  very  seAcre  one.  It 
is  aurely  a  strange  fact,  bnt  not  less  true  than  strangfl, 
Big.  TO 


□yienu.    (Platlocfne.) 


that  dncehill  and  dale  assumed  in  Britain  their  present  con- 
figuration, and  the  oak  and  hiroh  flourished  in  its  woods, 
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there  vere  caves  in  Kngl&nd  haunted  for  ages  by  families  of 
hyoinos,  —  that  they  di-agged  intu  their  dens  with  the  car- 
casses of  long  extinct  flDimals  those  of  the  still  ^miliar  deni- 
zens of  our  hill-sidea,  and  feasted,  now  on  the  lagomya,  and 
now  on  the  conunon  hare,  —  that  they  now  fiistened  on  the 
beaver  or  the  reindeer,  and  now  npon  the  roebuck  or  the 
goat.  In  one  of  these  caves,  such  of  the  bones  as  projected 
from  the  stiff  soil  have  been  actually  worn  smooth  in  a  nar- 
row passage  where  the  hyicnas  used  to  come  in  contact  with 
them  it)  passing  out  and  in ;  and  fur  scvci'.il  feet  in  depth  the 
floor  byneath  is  composed  almost  exclusively  of  gnawed 
fi-agmi'Mls,  that  still  oxiiibit  the  dw])!y  indented  marks  of 
formidable  teeth.  In  the  famous  Kiriidr.lo  cave  alone,  parts 
of  the  skeletons  of  from  two  to  three  huiulred  hi"a!nas  have 
been  detected,  mixed  with  portions  of  t!io  osseous  frame- 
work of  the  cave-tiger,  the  cave-bear,  ijie  ox,  the  deer,  the 
mammoth,  and  the  rliinocei-os.  That  ca\'e  must  liave  been 
a  den  of  wild  creatures  for  many  ages  ere  the  times  of  the 
boulder  clay,  during  which  pei'iod  it  was  shut  up  from  all 
access  to  the  light  and  air  by  a  drift  de]»osit,  and  lay  covered 
over  uiitil  again  laid  open  by  some  workmen  little  more 
than  thirty  years  ago.  Not  only  were  many  of  the  wild 
animals  of  the  country  wliiuh  still  exist  contemporary  for  a 
time  with  its  extinct  bears,  tigers,  and  elephants,  but  it 
seems  at  least  highly  probable  that  several  of  our  domes- 
ticated breeds  derived  their  origin  from  progenitors  whose 
remains  we  find  entombed  in  the  bone-cavea  and  other 
deposits  of  the  same  age;  though  of  course  the  changes 
effected  by  domestication  in  almost  all  the  tame  animals 
renders  the  question  of  their  identity  with  the  indigenous 
breeds  somewhat  obscure.  Cuvier  was,  however,  unable 
to  detect  any  difference  between  the  skeleton  of  a  fossil 
horse,  contemporary  with  the  elephant,  and  that  of  our 
domestic  breed :  a  fos^  goat  of  the  same  age  cannot  be 
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distingui^icd  from  tlie  domeBticatod  nnimol;  and  one  of 
our  two  fossil  oxcii  (Sos  luugifrona)  dous  nut  difftr  more 
IroDi  Bome  of  the  existing  breeds  tlinn  tlit'se  huvc,  in  tlie 
course  of  time,  been  made,  chiedy  by  arlificinl  lUL'una,  to 
differ  among  thcm.ielvea.  But  of  one  of  oui-  domestic  tribes 
no  trace  lias  yet  been  found  in  the  rocks:  like  the  cod  family 
among  fishes,  or  the  Uosacew  among  plants,  it  seems  to  have 
preceded  man  by  but  a  very  brief  perio<I.  And  certainly, 
if  created  specially  for  his  nse,  though  the  piiiU'  of  the 
herald  might  prevent  him  from  selecting  it  ns  in  :ui;:lit  ty^n- 
cal  of  the  human  race,  it  would  yet  not  be  eiisy  to  in^tanco 
a  family  of  animals  that  has  ministered  more  extcnsii'ely  to 
hia  neccs^ties.  I  refer  to  the  slice]),  —  that  soft  and  harm- 
less creature,  that  clothes  civilized  man  everywhere  in  the 
colder  latitudes  with  its  tieeec,  —  that  feeds  him  with  its 
flesh, — that  gives  its  bowels  to  be  spun  into  the  catgut  with 
wliieh  he  relits  his  musical  instruments,  —  whose  horns  he 
has  learned  to  fashion  into  a  thousand  useful  trinkets, — and 
whose  skin,  converted  into  parehuiont,  served  to  convey  to 
later  times  the  thinking  of  the  first  full  blow  of  the  human 
intellect  across  the  dreary  gulf  of  the  middle  ages. 

At  length  the  human  period  begins.  A  creature  a])pcarfl 
upon  the  scene  unlike  all  that  had  preceded  him,  and  whoso 
nature  it  equally  is  to  look  back  upon  the  events  of  the 
past,  —  among  other  matters,  on  that  succession  of  beluga 
upon  the  planet  which  he  Inhabits,  with  which  we  are  this 
evening  attempting  to  deal, — and  to  anticipate  at  least  one 
succession  more,  in  that  still  future  state  in  which  he  him- 
self is  again  to  appear,  in  happier  circumstances  th:ni  n(;w, 
and  in  a  worthier  character.  We  possess  another  l!i^^ol■y 
of  the  primeval  age  and  subsequent  chronology  of  tho 
human  ^imily  than  that  which  ^vo  find  iiistriibetl  in  the 
rocks.  And  it  is  well  that  we  do  so.  From  va;i:!iis  ciuscs, 
tho  geologic  evidence  regarding  the  period  of  loan's  iirst 
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appearance  on  eartli  is  angularly  obscure.  That  custom  of 
"burjing  liia  dead  out  of  his  aiglit,"  which  obtained,  wo 
know,  in  tlio  patriarchal  times,  and  was  probably  in  use 
,erRr  since  man  camo  first  under  the  law  of  death,  has  had 
tlic  efi'ect  of  mingling  his  remains  with  those  of  creatures 
that  were  eittinct  for  ages  ere  he  began  to  be.  The  cavern, 
once  a  haunt  of  carnivorous  animals,  that  in  the  first  simple 
ages  of  his  history  liad  furnished  l)im  wh'.i  a  shelter  when 
living,  became  las  buiying-pSacc  when  dead;  and  thus  his 
bones,  and  his  fii-st  rude  attctnjas  in  pottery  and  weapon- 
making,  have  been  found  assncialt'd  with  the  remains  of 
llio  cnve-liy;ena  and  eave-tigci-,  with  the  .te*.'tii  of  the 
nncient  hiivpopotamus,  and  the  tusks  of  the  primeval  olc 
pliant.  The  evidence  on  the  pitiiit,  too,  —  frcmi  the  great 
paucity  of  human  remains  of  a  comparatively  remote 
pc:!,'"!,  and  from  the  circumslanec  that  tliey  are  rarely  seen 
liy  geologists  in  the  stratum  in  which  they  occur,  —  is  nsti. 
(Jly  very  imiwrfeet  in  its  details.  Furthei-,  it  is  an  evidence 
obnoxious  to  suspicion,  from  the  fact  that  a  keen  contro- 
versy h.is  arisen  on  the  subject  of  man's  antiquity,  that  such 
fi-aginents  of  man  himself  or  of  his  works  as  manifest  great 
ago  haio  been  pressed  to  scr^e  as  weapons  in  the  fray, — 
that,  oci'urring  always  in  supcrficiat  and  local  deposits,  their 
true  era  may  be  greatly  antedated,  under  the  influence  of 
pri'judic,  by  men  who  have  no  design  wilfully  to  deceive, 
—  and  Iliat  while,  respecting  the  older  formations,  with 
tlieir  ab  indant  organisms,  tho  conclusions  of  any  one  geol- 
f^st  m.iy  be  tested  by  all  the  others,  the  geologist  who 
(>nco  in  a  lifetime  picks  up  in  a  stratified  sand  or  clay  a 
stone  arrow-bead  or  a  human  bone,  finds  that  the  data  on 
which  he  founds  his  conclusions  may  be  received  or  rejected 
by  bis  contemporaries,  but  not  re-examined.  It  may  be 
safely  stated,  however,  that  that  ancient  record  in  iihich 
man  is  represented  as  the  lastbom  of  creation,  U  op)>osed 
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hy  no  geolo^c  fact;  and  ttiat  if,  according  to  Chalmers, 
"  tlie  Mosaic  writings  do  not  fix  the  antiquity  of  the  gkit>e," 
they  at  least  <lo  fix  —  making  allowance,  of  course,  lor  tha 
varying  estimates  of  the  chronologer  —  "the  antiquity  of 
the  human  species."  Tlie  great  column  of  being,  with  its 
base  set  in  the  sea,  and  inscribed,  like  some  old  triumphal 
pillar,  with  many  a  strange  form,  —  at  once  hieroglyiiluc 
and  figure,  —  bears,  as  the  ornately  sculptured  capital, 
which  imparts  beauty  and  finish  to  the  whole,  reasoning, 
responsible  man.  There  is  surely  a  vciy  wonderful  liar- 
mony  manifested  in  the  proportions  of  that  nice  sequence 
in  which  the  mvcrtebrntes — the  fishes,  the  rcptilcw,  the 
birds  the  marsupiiils,  the  placental  mammals,  and,  lost  of 
all,  man  himself —  arc  so  exquisitely  ari'angcd.  It  reminds 
us  of  the  fine  figure  enijiloycd  by  Drydcn  in  his  first  Odo 
for  St.  Cecilia's  Day,  —  a  figure  which,  viewed  in  the  light 
cast  on  it  by  the  modem  science  of  Paleontology,  stands 
out  in  bolder  relief  than  that  in  which  it  could  have  ap- 
peared to  the  poet  himself:  — 

"From  linrmony,  froin  hcnv<nly  harmony, 
Tbli  universal  rmmu  K'^nn  ; 
From  liarmony  lo  liBrmony, 
Throngh  all  Ihc  com|iii,-6  of  (Lc  notes  It  ran, 
TbB  dlapaiim  closing  full  in  mun." 

In  the  limits  to  which  I  have  restricted  mysclt^  I  have 
been  able  to  do  little  more  than  simply  to  chronicle  the 
Buccesuve  eras  in  which  the  various  classes  and  divisions  of 
the  organic  kingdom,  vegetable  and  animal,  make  their 
appearance  in  creation.  I  have  produced  merely  a  brief 
record  of  the  various  births,  in  their  order,  of  that  groat 
iamily  whose  father  is  God,  And  in  pursuing  such  a  plan, 
much,  of"  necessity,  must  have  been  omitted.  I  ought 
perhaps  to  have  told  you,  that  very  rarely,  if  ever,  do  the 
master  forms  of  a  period  constitute  the  prevailing  or  typical 
13 
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orgmniama  of  itB  deposits.    Of  the  three  great  dn-isions  of 
which  the  geologic  scale  consistB,' — Pabeozoic,  Secondary, 


(mountain  Ltmettone.)       ( Old  litd  Sandila 


and   Tertiary,  —  the   first,  or  ichthyic   period,  is   luarkcd 
ohiefly,  not  by  its  great  fishes,  but  by  the  peculiar  character 


(Liai.)  lLi<a.)  ( Chult.)  ( (Mile.) 

of  itabrachipodoasand  ccplialoiwfloua.molhisr.i,  mid  in  its 
earlier  stages  by  its  three-lobed  crustaceie ;  the  second  or 
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reptilisn  period  was  emphatically  the  period  of  the  ammo- 
nite and  belemnite ;  while  the  third  and  last,  or  manunalian 
period,  was  that  of  gastropodous  and  conchiferous  raollnacs, 
impressed,  generically  at  least,  by  all  the  featnres  of  the 

Tig.t6. 


{Bed  Crag.) 


0ronp  which  still  exists  in  our  seas.  Save  in  a  few  local 
depodts,  fishes  do  not  form  the  prevailing  organisms  in  the 
formations  of  the  age  of  fishes ;  nor  reptiles  in  the  forma- 
tions of  the  age  of  reptiles ;  nor  yet  mammals  in  the  for- 
mations of  the  age  of  mammals.  Nay,  it  is  not  improbable 
that  the  recent  or  human  period  may  be  marked  most 
prominently  in  the  futnre,  when  it  comes  to  exist  simply  as 
a  geologic  system,  by  a  still  humbler  organism  than  most 
of  these  molluscs.  On  almost  all  rocky  shores  a  line  of 
pale  gray  may  be  seen  at  low  water,  running  for  milo  after 
mile  along  the  belt  that  has  been  laid  bare  at  the  bases  of 
the  cliffs  by  the  fall  of  the  tide.  It  owes  its  pale  color 
to  millions  of  millions  of  a  small  balanas  {B.  balanoidea), 
prodnced  in  such  amazing  abundance  in  the  littoral  zone  as 
to  cover  with  a  rough  crust  every  minute  portion  of  rock 
and  every  sedentary  shell.  Other  species  of  the  same 
genus  (B.  crenatus  and  B.  poreatiia)  occupy  the  depths  of 
the  sea  beyond ;  and  their  remains,  washed  ashore  by  the 
waves,  and  mingled  with  those  of  the  littoral  species,  form 
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often  great  accnmnlations  of  shell  Band.  I  have  seen 
among  the  Hebrides  a  shell  sand  accnmulated  along  the 
beach  to  the  depth  of  many  feet,  of  which  fully  two  thirds 
waa  composed  of  the  valves  and  compartments  of  balanidte; 
and  a  similar  sand  on  the  east  coast  of  Scotland,  a  httle  to 
the  south  of  St.  Andrews,  formed  in  still  larger  proportions 
of  the  fragments  of  a  single  species,  —  Ba- 
^___  lamts  crenatus.  Now,  this  genus,  so  amaz- 
ingly abundant  at  the  present  time  in  every 
existing  sea,  and  whose  accumulated  remaini} 
bid  fiiir  to  exist  as  great  limestone  rocks  in 
the  future,  had  no  existence  in  the  Palieozoic 
_.  .,  ,  or  Secondary  ages.  It  fii'st  appears  in  tlie 
times  of  the  earlier  Tertiary,  in,  however, 
only  a  single  species ;  and,  becoming  gradually  of  more  and 
more  importance  as  a  group,  it  receives  its  fullest  numerical 
development  In  the  present  time.  And  thus  the  remains  of 
a  sub-clastt  of  animals,  low  in  tlieir  standing  among  the 
articnlato,  may  form  one  of  the  most  prominent  Palieonto- 
lo^cal  features  of  the  human  period.  But  enough  for  the 
present  of  circumstance  and  detail. 

Such,  Ko  far  as  the  geologist  has  yet  been  able  to  road 
the  records  of  his  science,  has  been  the  couree  of  creation, 
from  the  first  beginnings  of  vitality  upon  our  planet,  until 
the  appearance  of  man.  And  very  wonderful,  surely,  has 
that  course  been !  How  strange  a  procession  I  Never  yet 
on  Egyptian  obelisk  or  Assyrian  frieze,  —  where  long  lines 
of  figures  seem  stalking  across  the  granite,  each  charged 
with  symbol  and  mystery,  —  have  our  Layards  or  Rawlin- 
Bons  seen  aught  so  extraordinary  as  that  long  procession  of 
being  which,  starting  out  of  the  blank  depths  of  the  by- 
gone eternity,  is  still  defiling  across  the  stage,  and  of 
which  we  ourselves  form  some  of  the  passing  figures. 
Wlio  shall  declare  the  profound  meanings  with  which  these 
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geolo^o  hieroglj^hics  are  charged,  or  indicate  tbo  ultimate 
goal  at  which  the  long  procession  is  destined  to  arrive  ? 

The  readings  already  given,  the  conclusions  already  de- 
duced, arc  as  various  as  the  hopes  and  fears,  the  habits  of 
thought,  and  the  cast  of  intellect,  of  the  several  interpre- 
ters who  have  set  themselves,  —  some,  alas !  with  but  little 
preparation  and  very  imperfect  knowledge,  —  to  declare  in 
their  order  the  details  of  this  marvellous,  drcam-Iike  vision, 
and,  with  the  dream,  "  the  interpretation  thereof."  One 
class  of  interpreters  may  well  remind  us  of  the  dim-eyed 
old  man,  —  the  genius  of  unbelief  so  poetically  described 
by  Coleridge,  —  who,  sitting  in  his  cold  and  dreary  cave, 
"talked  much  and  vehemently  concerning  an  infinite  series 
of  causes  and  effects,  which  he  explained  to  be  a  string  of 
blind  men,  the  last  of  whom  caught  hold  of  the  skirt  of 
the  one  before  him,  he  of  the  next,  and  so  on,  till  they 
were  all  out  of  sight,  and  that  they  all  walked  infallibly 
str^ght,  without  making  one  &lse  step,  though  all  were 
alike  blind."  With  these  must  I  class  those  asserlors  of 
the  development  hypothesis  who  can  see  in  the  upward 
progress  of  being  only  the  operations  of  an  incomprehend- 
ing  and  incromprchensible  law,  through  which,  in  the  course 
of  unreckoned  ages,  the  lower  tribes  and  families  have 
risen  into  the  higher,  and  inferior  into  superior  natures,  and 
in  virtue  of  which,  in  short,  the  animal  creation  has  grown, 
in  at  least  its  nobler  specimens,  altogether  unwittingly, 
without  thought  or  care  on  its  own  part,  and  without  Intel- 
llgence  on  the  part  of  the  operating  law,  irom  irrational  to 
rational,  and  risen  in  the  scale  from  the  mere  promptings 
of  instinct  to  the  highest  exercise  of  reason,  —  from  apes 
and  baboons  to  Bacons  and  Newtons.  The  blind  lead  the 
blind;  —  the  unseeing  law  operates  on  the  unperceiving 
creatures;  and  they  go,  not  together  into  the  diU^  but 
12* 
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direct  onwards,  straight  as  an  arrow,  and  higher   and 
higher  at  every  step. 

Another  class  look  with  profound  melancholy  on  that 
great  city  of  the  dead,  —  the  burial-place  of  all  that  ever 
lived  in  the  past,  —  which  occupies  with  its  ever-extending 
pavements  of  gravestones,  and  its  ever-lengthening  streets 
of  tombs  and  sepulchres,  every  region  opened  up  by  the 
geologist.  They  see  the  onward  procession  of  being  as  if 
but  tipped  with  life,  and  nought  but  inanimate  carcasses  all 
behind,  —  dead  individuals,  dead  si>ecics,  dead  genera,  dead 
creations,  —  a  universe  of  death ;  and  ask  whether  the 
same  annihilation  which  overtook  in  turn  all  the  races  of  all 
the  past,  shall  not  one  day  overtake  our  own  race  also,  and 
a  time  come  when  men  and  their  works  shall  have  no  exist- 
ence save  as  stone-perv^aded  fossils  locked  up  in  the  rock 
forever  ?  Nowhere  do  we  find  the  doubts  and  fears  of  this 
class  more  admirably  portrayed  than  in  the  works  of  per- 
haps the  most  thoughtful  and  suggestive  of  living  poets  2  — * 

"  Arc  God  and  Nature  then  at  strife, 

That  Nature  lends  such  evil  dreams. 
So  careful  of  the  type  she  seems, 

80  careless  of  the  single  life  ? 
'  So  careful  of  the  t3rpe ! '  but  no, 

From  scarped  diflf  and  quarried  stone. 
She  cries, '  A  thousand  types  are  gone; 

I  care  for  nothing ;  all  shall  go : 

Thou  makest  thine  appeal  to  me; 
I  bring  to  life,  I  bring  to  death; 
The  spirit  does  but  mean  the  breath. 

I  know  no  more.'    And  he,  —  shall  he, 

Man,  her  last  work,  who  seemed  so  fair. 
Such  splendid  purpose  in  his  eyes, 
Who  rolled  the  psalm  to  wintry  sklee 

And  built  him  fanes  of  fruitless  prayer. 

Who  trusted  God  was  love  indeed. 
And  love  creation's  final  law. 
Though  Nature,  red  in  tooth  and  daw. 
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With  nvine  shrieked  agiinst  hli  creed,— 
Who  loved,  who  loffered  countl«u  illi. 

Who  Ualtled  for  the  (rue,  Ibe  jiul,^ 

Be  Mown  atraut  the  desert  diut. 
Or  Moled  within,  the  Iron  bi1l«'> 
Mo  mora!— u  monitcr  (bcD.  b  diesTii, 

A  dlseord.     Dm^ns  of  the  prime. 

That  tore  citch  olhcr  in  their  sl[ine, 
Were  mellow  music  matched  wfth  him. 
O,  Ule,  as  rulllc  then  as  rrai!,  ~ 

O  fbr  thy  voire  to  soothe  and  bleMi 

What  hope  of  answer  or  redrew. 
Behind  ihc  vail,  behind  the  vail! " 

l^c  Bagacitj  of  the  poet  here,  —  that  strange  BBgacity 
which  soGtns  so  nearly  akin  to  the  prophetic  epirit,  —  sug- 
gests in  this  noblu  passage  the  true  reading  of  the  enigma. 
The  appearance  of  man  iii>on  the  scene  of  being  conatitutea 
a  new  era  in  creation ;  the  operations  of  a  new  instinct 
come  into  Jtlay, —  that  instinct  which  anticipates  a  life  after 
the  grave,  and  reposes  in  implicit  faith  upon  a  God  alike 
just  and  good,  who  is  the  pledged  "rcwaixler  of  all  who  dili- 
gently seek  Ilim,"  And  in  looking  along  the  long  line  of 
being,  —  ever  rising  in  the  seale  from  higher  to  yet  higher 
manifeHtation<i,  or  abroad  on  the  lower  animals,  whom 
inrttiiiut  nc^'er  dcecivcs,  —  can  we  hold  that  man,  immeas- 
urably higher  in  his  jilacc,  and  infinitely  higher  in  his  hopes 
and  aspirations,  than  all  that  ever  went  beibre  him,  should 
bo,  notwithstanding,  the  one  grand  error  in  creation,  —  the 
one  painful  worker,  in  the  midst  of  present  trouble,  for  a 
Mtate  into  which  ha  is  never  to  enter,  —  the  befooled  expec- 
tant of  a  happy  future,  which  he  is  never  to  see  ?  As- 
suredly no.  Ho  who  keeps  fiith  with  all  his  humbler 
creatures, — who  gives  to  even  the  bee  and  the  dormouse 
the  winter  for  which  ihcy  prejKire,  — will  to  a  certainty  not 
break  iaith  with  man, — with  man,  alike  the  deputed  lord  of 
the  present  creation,  and  the  cboseo  heir  of  all  the  future. 
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We  ttave  been  looking  abroad  on  the  old  geologic  burying- 
grounds,  and  deciphering  tlie  strange  inscriptions  on  their 
tombs;  but  there  are  other  burying-grounds,  and  other 
tombs,  —  solitary  church-yards  among  the  hills,  where  the 
dust  of  the  martyrs  lies,  and  tombs  that  rise  over  the  ashes 
of  the  wise  and  good ;  nor  are  there  awanting,  on  even  the 
monuments  of  the  perished  races,  frequent  hieroglyphics, 
and  symbols  of  high  meaning,  which  darkly  intimate  to  us, 
that  while  their  burial-yards  contain  but  the  debris  of  the 
past,  we  are  to  regard  the  others  as  charged  with  the  sown 
seed  of  the  future. 


LECTURE  THIRD. 

THE  TWO  RECORDS,  MOSAIC  AND  GEOLOGICAL. 

It  is  now  exactly  fifty  years  since  a  clergyman  of  tho 
Scottish  Church,  engaged  in  lecturing  at  St.  Andrews, 
took  occasion  in  enumerating  the  various  earths  of  tho 
chemist,  to  allude  to  the  science,  then  in  its  infancy,  tbst 
8i>ecially  deals  with  the  locks  and  soils  which  these  earths 
compose.  "There  is  a  prejudice,"  he  remarked,  "against 
the  speculations  of  the  geologist,  which  I  am  anxious  to 
remove.  It  has  heen  said  that  they  nurture  infidel  pro- 
pensities. It  has  been  alleged  that  geology,  by  referring 
tho  origin  of  the  globe  to  a  higher  antiquity  than  is 
assigned  to  it  by  the  writings  of  Moses,  imdermines  our 
£uth  in  the  inspiration  of  tho  Bible,  and  in  all  the  animating 
prospects  of  the  immortality  which  it  mifold.s.  Tliis  is  a 
£ilso  alarm.  7'he  lerUinya  of  Moaen  do  not  jix  the  an- 
tiquit}/  of  the  gluhe.'" 

The  bold  lecturer  on  this  occasion,  —  for  it  needed  no 
Bmnll  courage  in  n  divine  of  any  Established  Church  to 
take  up,  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  century,  a 
position  BO  determined  on  the  geologic  side,  —  was  at 
the  time  an  obscure  young  man,  characterised,  in  the 
small  circle  in  which  he  moved,  by  the  ardor  of  his 
temperament  and  the  breadth  and  originality  of  his  views ; 
but  not  yet  distinguished  in  the  science  or  literature  of 
his  country,  and  of  comparatively  little  weight  in  the  theo- 
logical field.     He  was  marked,  too,  by  what  his  soberer 
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acquaintance  deemed  eccentricities  of  thought  and  conduct. 
When  the  opposite  view  yi^as  all  but  universal,  he  held  and 
taught  that  free  trade  would  be  not  only  a  general  benefit 
to  the  people  of  this  country,  but  would  inflict  permanent 
injury  on  no  one  class  or  portion  of  them;  and  ^rther,  at 
a  time  when  the  streets  and  lanes  of  all  the  great  cities  of 
the  empire  were  lighted  with  oil  burnt  in  lamps,  he  held 
that  the  time  was  not  distant  when  a  carburetted  hydro- 
gen gas  would  be  substituted  instead ;  and,  on  getting  his 
snug  parsonage-house  repaired,  he  actually  introduced  into 
the  walls  a  system  of  tubes  and  pipes  for  the  passage  into 
its  various  rooms  of  the  gaseous  fluid  yet  to  be  employed 
as  the  illuminating  agent.  Time  and  experience  have  since 
impressed  their  stamp  on  these  supposed  eccentncities,  and 
shown  them  to  be  the  sagacious  forecastings  of  a  man  who 
saw  further  and  more  clearly  than  his  contemporaries ;  and 
fame  has  since  blown  his  name  very  widely,  as  one  of  the 
most  comprehensive  and  enlightened,  and,  withal,  one 
of  the  most  thoroughly  earnest  and  sincere,  of  modem 
theologians.  The  bold  lecturer  of  St.  Andrews  was  Dr. 
Thomas  Chalmers,  —  a  divine  whose  writings  are  now 
known  wherever  the  English  language  is  spoken,  and 
whose  wonderful  eloquence  lives  in  memory  as  a  vanished 
power,  which  even  his  extraordinary  writings  fail  ade- 
quately to  represent.  And  in  the  position  which  he  took 
up  at  this  early  period  with  respect  to  geology  and  the 
Divine  Record,  we  have  yet  another  instance  of  the  great 
sagacity  of  the  man,  and  of  his  ability  of  correctly  esti- 
mating the  prevailing  weight  of  the  evidence  with  which, 
though  but  partially  collected  at  the  time,  the  geologist 
was  preparing  to  establish  the  leading  propositions  of  his 
science.  Even  in  this  late  age,  when  the  scientific  stand- 
ing of  geology  is  all  but  universally  recoirnized,  and  the 
vast   periods  of  time  which  it  demniuls  fully  conceded, 
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neither  geologist  nor  theologian  could,  in  any  new  scheme 
of  reconciliation,  shape  his  first  proposition  more  skilfolly 
than  it  was  shaped  by  Chalmers  a  full  lialf  centnry  ago. 
It  has  formed  since  that  time  the  preliminary  proposition 
of  those  ornaments  of  at  once  science  and  the  English 
Church,  the  present  venerable  Archbiahoji  of  Canterbury, 
Dr.  Bird  Sumner,  with  Doctors  Buckland,  Conybeare,  and 
Professor  Sedgwick ;  of  eminent  evangelistic  Dissenters 
too,  such  as  the  late  Dr.  Pye  Smith,  Dr.  John  Harris, 
Dr.  Robert  Vaughan,  Di-.  James  Hamilton,  and  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Binncy,  —  enlightened  and  distinguished  men,  who  all 
came  early  to  the  conclusion,  with  the  lecturer  of  St.  An- 
drews, that  "the  writings  of  Moses  do  not  fix  the  antiquity 
of  the  globe." 

In  1814,  ten  years  after  the  date  of  llie  St.  Andrews'  lec- 
tures, Dr.  Chalmers  produced  his  more  elaborate  fchemcof 
reconciliation  between  the  Divine  and  the  Geologic  Records, 
in  a  "Review  of  Cnvicr's  Theory  of  the  Earth;"  and  that 
bcheme,  perfectly  ade(|unte  to  bring  the  Mosaic  narrative 
into  harmony  with  what  was  known  at  the  time  of  geologic 
history,  has  been  very  extensively  received  and  adopted. 
It  may,  indeed,  still  be  regarded  as  tlie  most  popular  of  the 
various  existing  schemes.  It  teaches,  and  leaches  truly, 
that  between  the  first  act  of  creation,  which  evoked  out  of 
the  prc%'iou8  nothing  the  matter  of  the  heavens  and  earth, 
and  the  first  act  of  the  first  day's  work  recorded  in  Genesis, 
jwriods  of  vast  duration  may  have  intervened ;  but  fiirther, 
it  insists  that  the  days  themselves  were  but  natural  days  of 
twenty-four  hours  each ;  and  that,  ere  they  began,  the  earth, 
though  mayhap  in  the  previous  period  a  fair  residence  of 
life,  had  become  void  and  formless,  and  the  gun,  moon,  and 
stars,  though  mayhap  they  had  before  giicn  light,  liad  been, 
at  least  in  relatiim  to  our  planet,  temporality  extinguislied. 
In  short,  while  it  teaches  that  the  succeesivo  creations  of 
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the  geologist  may  all  have  found  ample  room  in  the  period 
preceding  that  creation  to  which  man  belongs,  it  teaches  also 
that  the  record  in  Genesis  bears  reference  to  but  the  existing 
creation,  and  that  there  lay  between  it  and  the  preceding 
ones  a  chaotic  period  of  death  and  darkness.  The  scheme 
propounded  by  the  late  Dr.  Pye  Smith,  and  since  adopted 
by  several  writers,  differs  from  that  of  Chalmers  in  but  one 
circumstance,  though  an  important  one.  Dr.  Smith  held, 
with  the  great  northern  divine,  that  the  Moj^aic  days  were 
natural  days ;  that  they  were  i)receded  by  a  chaotic  period ; 
and  that  the  work  done  in  them  related  to  but  that  last  of 
the  creations  to  which  the  human  species  belongs.  Further, 
however,  he  held  in  addition,  that  the  chaos  of  darkness 
and  confusion  out  of  which  that  creation  was  called  was  of 
but  limited  extent,  and  that  outside  its  area,  and  during  the 
peiiod  of  its  existence,  many  of  our  present  lands  and  seas 
may  have  enjoyed  the  light  of  the  sun,  and  been  tenanted 
by  animals  and  occupied  by  plants,  the  descendants  of  which 
still  continue  to  exist.  The  treatise  of  Dr.  Pve  Smith  was 
published  exactly  a  quarter  of  a  century  posteriqr  to  the 
promulgation,  through  the  press,  of  the  argument  of  Dr. 
Chalmers;  and  this  important  addition, —  elaborated  by  its 
author  between  the  years  1837  and  1839,  —  seems  to  have 
been  made  to  suit  the  more  advanced  state  of  geological 
Bcience  at  the  time.  The  scheme  of  reconciliation  perfectly 
adequate  in  1814  was  found  in  1839  to  be  no  longer  so ;  and 
this  mainly  through  a  peculiarity  in  the  order  in  which 
geological  fact  has  been  evolved  and  accumulated  in  this 
country,  and  the  great  fossil iferous  systems  studied  and 
wrought  out;  to  which  I  must  be  pennitted  briefly  to 
advert. 

William  Smith,  the  "  Father  of  English  Geology,"  as  he 
has  been  well  termed  (a  humble  engineer  and  mineral  sur- 
reyor,  possessed  of  but  the  ordinary  education  of  men  of 
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Iiis  clasa  and  profession),  vas  bom  upon  the  English  Oolite, 
—  that  system  which,  among  the  five  prevailing  diviuona 
of  the  great  Secondary  claas  of  rocks,  holds  exactly  tho 
middle  place.  The  Tiiassic  system  and  the  Lias  lie  beneath 
it;  the  Cretaceous  system  and  the  Weald  rest  above. 
Smith,  while  yet  a  child,  had  his  attention  attracted  by  the 
Oolitio  fossils;  and  it  was  observed,  that  while  his  youthiiil 
contemporaries  liad  their  gaiTiered  stores  of  marbles  pnr- 
choscd  at  the  toy  Hliop,  he  had  collcetcd,  instead,  a  hoard  of 
sphencal  fossil  torcbratulic,  which  served  the  purposes  of 
the  game  equally  well.  The  interest  which  he  took  in 
or<;anic  remains,  and  the  deposits  in  which  they  occnr, 
influenced  him  in  the  choice  of  a  prolcssion ;  and,  when  sup- 
porting him.self  in  honest  indej>(.'ndc'nco  as  a  skilful  miuenJ 
surveyor  and  engineer,  he  travelled  over  many  thousand 
miles  of  country,  taking  as  hia  starling  point  the  city  of 
Ilath,  which  stands  near  what  is  termed  the  Great  Oolite: 
and  from  that  centre  ho  c.irofiilly  explored  the  various 
Secoudary  formations  aijove  and  below.  He  ascertained 
tliat  tlicse  always  occur  in  a  certain  determinate  order;  that 
each  contains  fossils  peculiar  to  it.self;  and  that  they  run 
diagonally  across  the  kingdom  in  nearly  ])arailcl  lines  from 
norlli-cast  to  soulli-west.  And,  devoting  every  liour  which 
ho  could  snatch  from  his  piofessional  labora  to  the  work,  iu 
about  a  quarter  of  a  century,  or  rather  more,  ho  completed 
his  great  slratigi-aphical  map  of  England.  But,  though  ftv 
truly  Herculean  achievement,  regarded  as  that  of  a  single 
man  unindebted  to  jinblic  sujijioil,  and  uncheered  by  even 
any  very  general  sympathy  iu  his  labors,  it  was  found  to  he 
chiefly  valuable  in  its  ti'acings  of  the  Secondary  deposits, 
and  strictly  exact  in  only  that  OoUtio  centre  from  which  his 
labors  began.  It  was  remarked  at  an  early  period  that  he 
ought  to  have  restricted  his  publication  to  the  foir-.iai'.onB 
which  lie  between  the  Chalk  and  the  Red  Marl  inclusive; 
13 
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or,  in  other  words,  to  the  great  Secondary  divirion.  Th*" 
Coal  Measures  had,  however,  been  previously  better  known^ 
from  their  economic  importance,  and  the  nimiber  of  the 
workings  opened  among  them,  than  the  deposits  of  any 
other  system ;  and  ere  the  publication  of  the  map  of  Smith, 
Cuvier  and  Brogniart  had  rendered  famous  all  over  tht 
world  the  older  Tertiary  formations  of  the  age  of  the  Lon- 
don Clay.  But  both  ends  of  the  geological  scale,  compris- 
ing those  ancient  systems  older  than  the  Coal,  and  repre- 
sentative of  periods  in  which,  so  far  as  is  yet  known,  life, 
animal  and  vegetable,  first  began  upon  our  planet,  and  those 
systems  of  comparatively  modem  date,  representative  of 
the  periods  which  immediately  preceded  the  human  epoch, 
were  equally  unknown.  The  light  fell  strongly  on  only  that 
middle  portion  of  the  series  on  which  the  labors  of  Smith 
had  been  mainly  concentrated.  The  vast  geologic  bridge, 
which,  like  that  in  the  exquisite  allegory  of  Addison,  strode 
across  a  "  part  of  the  great  tide  of  eternity,"  "  had  a  black 
cloud  hanging  at  each  end  of  it.''  And  such  was  the  state 
of  geologic  science  when,  in  1814,  Dr.  Chalmers  framed 
his  scheme  of  reconciliation. 

Since  that  time,  however,  a  light  not  less  strong  than  the 
one  thrown  by  William  Smith  on  the  formations  of  the 
Lias  and  the  Oolite  has  been  cast  on  both  the  older  and 
the  newer  fossiliferous  systems.  Two  great  gaps  still 
remain  to  be  filled  up,  —  that  which  separates  the  PalsB- 
ozoio  from  the  Secondary  division,  and  that  which  sepa- 
rates the  Secondary  from  the  Tertiary  one.  But  they 
occor  at  neither  end  of  the  geological  scale.  Mainly 
through  the  labors  of  two  distinguished  geologists,  who, 
finding  the  geologic  school  of  their  own  country  distracted 
by  a  fierce  and  fruitless  controversy,  attached  themselves 
to  the  geologic  school  of  England,  and  have  since  received 
the   honor  of  knighthood  in  acknowledgment  of  their 
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labors,  both  ends  of  the  geol<^o  ecsl«  have  been  com- 
pleted. Sir  Roderick  Mtircbison  addressed  biniself  to  the 
Ibrraationa  older  than  the  Coal,  more  especially  to  the 
Upper  and  I<ower  Silurian  systems,  from  the  Lndlow  rocks 
to  the  Llandeiio  flags.  Tho  Old  Red  Sandstone  too,  a 
Bystem  which  lies  more  immediately  beneath  the  Coal,  baa 
also  been  explored,  and  its  various  deposits,  with  their 
peonliar  organic  remains,  enumerated  and  described.  And 
Sir  Charles  Lyell,  setting  himself  to  the  other  extremity 
of  the  scale,  has  wrought  out  tlic  Tertiary  formations,  and 
separated  them  into  the  four  great  divisions  which  they 
are  now  recognized  as  forming.  And  of  these,  the  very 
names  indicate  that  certain  proportions  of  their  organisms 
still  contiaue  to  exist.  It  is  a  great  fact,  now  fully  estab- 
lished in  the  course  of  geological  discovery,  that  between 
the  plants  which  in  the  ]iresent  time  cover  the  earth,  and 
tho  animals  which  inhabit  it,  and  the  animals  and  plants 
of  the  later  extinct  creations,  there  occurred  no  break  or 
blank,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  many  of  the  existing 
Oi^anisms  were  contemporary  during  the  morning  of  their 
being,  with  many  of  the  extinct  ones  during  the  even'mg 
of  theirs.  We  know  further,  that  not  a  few  of  the  shells 
which  now  live, on  our  coasts,  and  several  of  even  the  wild 
animals  which  continue  to  survive  amid  onr  tracts  of  hill 
and  forest,  were  in  existence  many  ages  ere  the  human  age 
began.  Instead  of  dating  their  beginning  only  a  single 
natural  day,  or  at  most  two  natural  days,  in  advance  of 
man,  they  must  have  preceded  him  by  many  thousands  of 
years.  In  line,  in  consequence  of  that  comparatively  recent 
extension  of  geologic  &ct  in  the  direction  of  the  later  sys- 
tems and  formations,  through  which  we  are  led  to  know 
that  tho  present  creation  was  not  cut  off  abruptly  from  tho 
preceding  one,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  It  dovetailed  into  it 
at  s  thousand  different  points,  we  are  led  also  to  know,  that 
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any  scheme  of  reconciliation  which  would  separate  between 
the  recent  and  the  extinct  existences  by  a  chaotic  gulf  of 
death  and  darkness,  is  a  scheme  which  no  longer  meets  the 
necessities  of  the  case.  Though  perfectly  adequate  forty 
years  ago,  it  has  been  greatly  outgrown  by  the  progress 
of  geological  discovery,  and  is,  as  I  have  said,  adequate  no 
longer ;  and  it  becomes  a  not  unimportant  matter  to  deter- 
mine the  special  scheme  that  would  bring  into  completest 
harmony  the  course  of  creation,  as  now  ascertained  by  tlie 
geologist,  and  that  brief  but  sublime  narrative  of  its  prog- 
ress which  forms  a  meet  introduction  in  Holy  Writ  to  the 
history  of  the  human  family.  The  first  question  to  which 
we  must  address  ourselves  in  any  such  inquiry  is  of  course 
a  very  obvious  one,  —  What  are  the  facts  acientificaUy 
determined  which  now  demand  a  7iew  sc/ieme  of  reconcilia- 
tion f 

There  rims  around  the  shores  of  Great  Britain  and 
L'eland  a  flat  terrace  of  unequal  breadth,  backed  by  an 
escarpment  of  varied  height  and  character,  which  is  known 
to  geologists  as  the  old  co«ast-line.  On  this  flat  terrace 
most  of  the  seaport  towns  of  the  empire  are  built.  The 
subsoil  which  underlies  its  covering  of  vegetable  mould 
consists  usually  of  stratifled  sands  and  gravels,  arranged 
after  the  same  fashion  as  on  the  neighboring  beach,  and 
interspersed  in  the  same  manner  with  sea  shells.  The 
escarpment  behind,  when  formed  of  materials  of  no  great 
coherency,  such  as  gravel  or  clay,  exists  as  a  sloping,  grass- 
covered  bank, — at  one  place  running  out  into  promontories 
that  encroach  upon  the  terrace  beneath,  —  at  another 
receding  into  picturesque,  bay-like  recesses;  and  where 
composed,  as  in  many  localities,  of  rock  of  an  enduring 
quality,  we  find  it  worn,  as  if  by  the  action  of  the  sui*f,  — 
in  some  parts  relieved  into  insulated  stacks,  in  others  hol- 
lowed into  deep  cavei*ns,  —  in  short,  prescntuig  all  the 
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apj^nrniice  of  a  precipitous  coast-line,  subjected  to  the 
faction  of  the  waves.  Now,  no  geologist  can  or  does  donbt 
th.it  tilt:)  escarpment  was  at  one  time  the  coasts-line  of  the 
island, — the  line  against  whicli  the  waves  broke  at  high 
water  in  some  distant  age,  when  either  the  sea  stood  from 
twenty  to  thirty  feet  higher  along  our  shores  than  it  does 
now,  or  the  land  sat  from  twenty  to  thirty  feet  lower. 
Nor  can  the  geologist  doubt,  that  along  the  flat  terrace 
beneath,  with  its  stratified  beds  of  sand  and  gravel,  and  its 
accumulations  of  sea  shells,  the  tides  must  have  risen  and 
fallen  twice  every  day,  as  they  now  rise  and  fall  along  the 
beach  that  at  present  girdles  our  country.  But,  in  refer- 
ence to  at  least  human  history,  the  age  of  the  old  coast-line 
and  terrace  must  be  a  very  remote  one.  Though  geologi- 
cally recent,  it  lies  far  beyond  the  reach  of  any  written 
record.  It  has  been  shown  by  Mr.  Sniitli  of  Jordanbill, 
one  of  our  highest  authorities  on  the  subject,  that  the  wall 
of  Antoninus,  erected  by  the  Romans  as  a  protection  ag^st 
the  Noi'tliern  Caledonians,  was  made  to  tciininate  at  the 
Friths  of  Forth  and  Clyde,  with  relation,  not  to  the  level 
of  the  old  coa-^t-liiie,  but  to  that  of  the  existing  one.  And 
BO  we  must  infer  that,  ere  the  year  A.  D.  140  (the  year 
during  which,  according  to  our  antiquaries,  the  greater 
part  of  the  wall  was  erected)  the  old  coasl^line  had  at- 
tained to  its  present  elevation  over  the  sea.  Further, 
however,  we  know  from  tlie  history  of  Diodorus  the 
Sicilian,  that  at  a  period  earlier  by  at  least  two  hundred 
years,  St.  Michael's  Mount,  in  Cornwall,  was  connected 
with  the  mainland  at  low  water,  just  as  it  is  now,  by  a  flat 
isthmus,  across  wliicb,  upon  the  &lliiig  of  the  tide,  the 
ancient  Cornish  miners  used  to  carry  over  their  tin  in  carts. 
Had  the  relative  levels  of  sea  and  land  boon  those  of  the 
old  coast-line  at  the  time,  St.  Michael's  Mount,  iii^'tcad  of 
being  accessible  at  low  ebb  would  have  been  soi>arnted 
13* 
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from  the  shore  by  a  strait  from  three  to  five  fathoms  in 
depth.  It  would  not  have  been  then  as  now,  as  described 
in  the  verse  of  Carew,  — 

**  Both  land  and  island  twice  a  daj." 

But  even  the  incidental  notice  of  Diodorus  Siculus 
represents  very  inadequately  the  antiquity  of  the  existing 
coast-line.  Some  of  its  caves,  hollowed  in  hard  rock  in  the 
line  of  faults  and  shifts  by  the  attrition  of  the  surf,  are 
more  than  a  hundred  feet  in  depth ;  and  it  must  have 
required  many  centuries  to  excavate  tough  trap  or  rigid 
gneiss  to  a  depth  so  considerable,  by  a  process  so  slow. 
And  yet,  however  long  the  S3a  may  have  stood  against  the 
present  coast-line,  it  must  have  stood  for  a  considerably 
longer  period  against  the  ancient  one.  The  latter  presents 
generally  marks  of  greater  attrition  than  the  modem  line, 
and  its  wave-hollowed  caves  are  of  a  depth  considerably 
more  profound.  In  determining,  on  an  extensive  tract  of 
coast,  the  average  profundity  of  both  classes  of  caverns 
from  a  considerable  number  of  each,  I  ascertained  that  the 
proportional  average  depth  of  the  modern  to  the  ancient 
is  as  two  to  three.  For  every  two  centuries,  then,  during 
which  the  waves  have  been  scooping  out  the  caves  of  the 
present  coast-line,  they  must  have  been  engaged  for  three 
centuries  in  scooping  out  those  of  the  old  one.  But  we 
know  historically ,,  that  for  at  least  twenty  centuries  the 
sea  has  been  toiling  in  these  modem  caves ;  and  who  shall 
dare  affirm  that  it  has  not  been  toiling  in  them  for  at  least 
ten  centuries  more  ?  But  if  the  sea  has  stood  for  but  even 
two  thousand  six  hundred  years  against  the  present  coast- 
line (and  no  geologist  would  dare  fix  his  estimate  lower), 
then  must  it  have  stood  against  the  old  line,  ere  it  could 
have  excavated  caves  one  third  deeper,  three  thousand  nine 
hundred  years.     And  both  periods  united  (six  thousand 
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five  bnndrcd  years)  more  than  exhaust  the  Hebrew  cbro- 
Dology.  Yet  what  a  mere  beginning  of  geologic  history 
does  not  the  epoch  of  the  old  coast-line  fornil  It  is  but  ft 
mere  starting  point  from  the  recent  period.  Kot  a  eingle 
shell  seems  to  have  become  extinct  during  the  last  &X. 
thousand  five  hundred  years !  The  shells  which  lie  cm- 
bedded  in  the  subsoils  beneath  the  old  coast-line  arc  exactly 
those  which  still  live  in  our  seas. 

Above  this  ancient  line  of  coast  we  find,  at  various 
heights,  beds  of  shells  of  vastly  older  date  than  those  of 
the  low-lying  terrace,  and  many  of  which  are  no  longer  to 
be  found  living  around  our  shores.  I  s^nt  some  time  last 
autumn  in  esploring  one  of  these  beds,  once  a  sea  bottom, 
but  now  raised  two  hundred  and  tTiii-ty  Ibet  ovei-  the  sea, 
in  which  there  occurred  great  numbers  of  ehellis  now  not 
British,  though  found  in  many  parts  of  Britain  at  heights 
varying  from  two  hundred  to  nearly  fourteen  hundred  feet 
over  the  existing  sea  level.  But  though  no  longer  British 
shells,  they  are  shells  that  still  continue  to  li\o  in  high 
northern  latitudes,  ns  on  the  shores  of  Iceland  and  Spitz- 
bei^en ;  and  the  abundance  in  which  they  were  devcloiMxl 
on  the  submerged  plains  and  hill-sides  of  what  are  now  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  during  what  Is  termed  the  Pleistocene 
period,  shows  of  itself  what  a  very  protracted  i«;riod  that 
was.  The  prevailing  tcllina  of  the  bed  which  I  last  ex- 
plored,—  a  bed  which  occurs  in  some  places  six  miles 
inland,  in  others  elevated  on  the  top  of  dizzy  crags,  —  is 
a  sub-arctio  shell  (Teilina  proximo),  of  which  only  dead 
valves  are  now  to  be  detected  on  our  coasts,  but  which 
may  be  found  living  at  the  North  Cape  and  in  Greonl.ind. 
The  prevailing  astarte,  its  contemporary,  was  Aatarle 
arctica,  now  bo  rare  as  a  British  species,  that  many  of  our 
most  sedulous  collectors  have  never  seen  a  native  specimen, 
but  which  is  comparatively  common  on  the  northern  shores 
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of  Iceland,  and  on  the  eastern  coasts  of  Kora-ay,  ntithin 
the  arctic  circle.  In  this  elevated  Scottish  bed  of  the 
Pleistocene  period  I  laid  these  boreal  shells  open  to  the 
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light  by  hunilreds,  on  the  spot  eridontly  where  the  indi- 
viduals had  lived  and  diud.  Under  the  severe  cHraatal 
conditions  to  which  (probably  from  some  ch.inge  in  the 
direction  of  the  gulf  stream)  what  is  now  Northern  Eu- 
rope had  been  brought,  this  telltna  and  astartc  had  in- 
creased and  multiplied  until  they  l>ecnme  ])rcvailing  sheila 
of  the  British  area;  and  this  increase  must  have  been  the 
slow  work  of  ages,  dui-ing  which  the  plains,  and  not  a  few 
of  the  table  lanils,  of  the  country,  were  submei^ed  in  a 
sub-arctic  sea,  and  Great  Britain  existed  as  but  a  scattered 
archipelago  of  wintry  islands.  But  in  a  still  earlier  ijcriod, 
of  which  there  exists  unequivocal  evidence  in  the  buried 
forests  of  Happisburgh  and  Cromer,  the  country  had  not 
only  its  head  above  water,  as  now,  but  seems  to  have 
possessed  even  more  than  its  present  breadth  of  surface. 
During  this  ancient  time,  —  more  remote  by  many  cen- 
turies than  not  only  the  times  of  the  old  coast-line,  but 
than  even  those  of  the  partial  submergence  of  the  island, 
'—  that  northern  mammoth  lived  in  great  abundance,  of 
which  the  remains  have  been  found  by  hundreds  iu  Etig^ 
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land  alone,  together  with  the  northern  hippopotamus,  and 
at  least  two  northern  species  of  rhinoceros.  And  thongh 
they  have  all  ceased  to  exist,  with  their  wild  associates  in 
the  forests  and  jungles  of  the  Pleistocene,  the  cave-hyfena,  ' 
the  cave-tiger,  and  the  cave-bear,  we  know  that  the  descen- 
dants of  some  of  their  feebler  contemporaries,  such  as  the 
badger,  the  fox,  the  wild  cat,  and  the  red  deer,  still  liva 
amid  our  hills  and  brakes.  The  trees,  too,  under  which 
they  roamed,  and  whose  remains  we  Gnd  bnried  in  the 
same  deposits  as  theirs,  were  of  species  that  sti!l  bold  their 
place  as  aboriginal  trees  of  the  country,  or  of  at  least  the 
more  northerly  provinces  of  the  continent.  The  common 
Scotch  fir,  the  common  birch,  and  a  continental  species  of 
conifer  of  the  &a  north,  the  Norwegian  spruce   {Abiet 
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exeeUa),  have  been  found  underlying  the  Pleistocene  drift, 
and  rooted  in  the  mammiferous  crag ;  and  for  many  ages 
must  the  old  extinct  elephant  have  roamed  amid  these 
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familiar  trees.  From  one  limited  tract  of  sea  bottom  on 
the  Norfolk  coast  the  fishermen  engaged  in  dredging 
oysters  brought  ashore,  in  the  course  of  thirteen  years 
(from  1820  to  1833),  no  fewer  than  two  thousand  elephants' 
grindei-s,  besides  great  tusks  and  numerous  portions  of 
skeletons.  It  was  calculated  that  these  remains  could  not 
>have  belonged  to  fewer  than  five  hundred  individual  mam- 
moths of  English  growth ;  and,  various  in  their  states  of 
keeping,  and  belonging  to  animals  of  which  only  a  few  at 
a  time  could  have  found  sufficient  food  in  a  limited  tract  of 
country,  the  inference  seems  inevitable  that  they  must  liavo 
belonged,  not  to  one  or  two,  but  to  many  succeeding  gen- 
erations.  The  further  fact,  that  remains  of  this  ancient 
elephant  {^Jlephas  primigeniics)  occur  all  round  the  globe 
in  a  broad  belt,  extending  from  the  fortieth  to  near  the 
seventieth  degree  of  north  latitude,  leads  to  the  same 
conclusion.  It  must  have  required  many  ages  ere  an 
pnimal  that  breeds  so  slowly  as  the  elephant  could  have 
extended  itself  over  an  area  so  vast. 

Many  of  the  contemporaries  of  this  northern  mammoth, 
especially  of  its  molluscan  contemporaries,  continue,  as  I 
have  said,  to  live  in  their  descendants.  Of  even  a  still  more 
ancient  period,  represented  by  the  Red  Crag,  seventy  out  of 
every  hundred  species  of  shells  still  exist ;  and  of  an  older 
period  still,  represented  by  the  Coraline  Crag,  there  survive 
sixty  out  of  every  hundred.  In  the  Red  Crag,  for  instance, 
we  find  the  first  known  ancestors  of  our  common  edible 
periwinkle  and  common  edible  mussel ;  and  in  the  Coraline 
Crag,  the  first  known  ancestors  of  the  common  horse-mussel, 
the  common  whelk,  the  common  oyster,  and  the  great  pec- 
ten.  There  then  occurs  a  break  in  the  geologic  deposits  of 
Britain,  which,  hoAvever,  in  other  parts  of  Europe  we  find 
80  filled  up  as  to  render  it  evident  that  no  corresponding 
break  took  place  in  the  chain  of  existence;  but  that,  on  tliu 
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tontnrj,  from  the  present  time  np  to  the  times  represented 
by  the  earliest  Eocene  formations  of  tlic  Tertiaiy  division, 
A^y  hu  succeeded  day,  and  season  has  followed  season,  »nd 
that  no  chasm  or  hiatus — no  ago  of  general  chaos,  dark- 
Dcss,  and  death — has  occurred,  to  break  the  line  of  succfs- 
non,  or  check  the  course  of  life.  All  the  evidence  runs 
counter  to  the  suppoMtion  that  immediately  before  the 
appearance  of  man  upon  earth,  there  existed  a  chaotic  period 
which  separated  the  previous  from  the  present  creation. 
Up  tilt  the  commencement  of  the  Eocene  ages,  if  even  then, 
there  was  no  such  chaotic  period,  in  at  least  what  is  now 
Britain  and  the  European  continent :  the  persistency  from  a 
high  antiquity  of  some  of  the  existing  races,  of  not  only 
plants  and  shells,  but  of  even  eomo  of  the  mamniilcrous 
animals,  such  as  the  badger,  the  goat,  and  the  nild  cat, 
prove  there  was  not ;  and  any  scliemo  of  reconciiintioTi 
which  takes  such  a  period  for  granted  must  be  deemed  as 
unsnited  to  the  present  state  of  geologic  knowledge,  ns  any 
seliome  would  have  been  foi-ty  years  ago  which  took  it  for 
graute<l  that  the  writings  of  Moses  do  "fix  the  antiquity  of 
the  globe." 

The  scheme  of  reconciliation  adopted  by  the  late  Dr.  Pic 
Smith,  though,  save  in  one  particiilar,  identical,  as  I  have 
said,  with  that  of  Dr.  Chalmers,  is  made,  in  vu'tuo  of  its 
singlo  point  of  difference,  to  steer  clear  of  the  dlfHeuIty, 
Both  sehcmes  exhibit  the  creation  recorded  in  Genesis  as  an 
event  which  took  place  about  ax  thousand  years  ago ;  both 
describe  it  as  begun  and  completed  in  six  natural  days; 
and  both  represent  it  as  cut  oS  from  a  previously  existing 
creation  by  a  chaotic  period  of  death  and  darkness.  But 
while,  according  to  the  scheme  of  Chalmers,  both  the  Bib- 
lical creation  and  the  previous  period  of  deatli  are  repre- 
sented as  cocxtenave  with  the  globe,  they  are  represented, 
according  to  that  of  Dr.  Smith,  as  limited  and  local.    They 
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may  have  extended,  it  is  said,  over  only  a  few  provinces  of 
Central  Asia,  in  which,  when  all  was  life  and  light  in  other 
parts  of  the  globe,  there  reigned  for  a  time  only  death  and 
darkness  amid  the  welterings  of  a  chaotic  sea;  which,  at  the 
Divine  command,  was  penetrated  by  light,  and  occupied  by 
dry  land,  and  ultimately,  ere  the  end  of  the  creative  week, 
became  a  centre  in  which  certain  plants  and  animals,  and 
finally  man  himself  were  created.  And  this  scheme,  by 
leaving  to  the  geologist  in  this  country  and  elsewhere,  save 
mayhap  in  some  unknown  Asiatic  district,  his  unbroken 
scries,  certainly  does  not  conflict  with  the  facts  educed  by 
geologic  discovery.  It  virtually  removes  Scripture  alto- 
gether out  of  the  field.  I  must  confess,  however,  that  on 
this,  and  on  some  other  accounts,  it  has  failed  to  satisfy  me. 
I  have  stumbled,  too,  at  the  conception  of  a  merely  local 
and  limited  chaos,  in  which  the  darkness  would  be  so  com- 
plete, that  when  first  penetrated  by  the  light,  that  pene- 
tration could  be  described  as  actually  a  making  or  creating 
of  light ;  and  that,  while  life  obtained  all  around  its  pre- 
cincts, could  yet  be  thoroughly  void  of  life.  A  local  dark- 
ness so  profound  as  to  admit  no  ray  of  light  seems  to  have 
fallen  for  a  time  on  Egypt,  as  one  of  the  ten  plagues;  but  the 
event  was  evidently  miraculous ;  and  no  student  of  natural 
science  is  entitled  to  have  recourse,  in  order  to  extricate 
himself  out*  of  a  difficulty,  to  supposititious,  imrecorded 
miracle.  Creation  cannot  take  place  without  miracle ;  but 
it  would  be  a  strange  reversal  of  all  our  previous  conclusions 
on  the  subject,  should  we  have  to  hold  that  the  dead,  dark, 
blank  out  of  which  creation  arose  was  miraculous  also. 
And  if,  rejecting  miracle,  we  cast  ourselves  on  the  purely 
natural,  we  find  that  the  local  darknesses  dependent  on 
known  causes,  of  which  we  have'  any  record  in  history, 
were  always  either  very  imperfect,  like  the  darkness  of  your 
London  fogs,  or  very  temporary,  like  the  darkness  described 
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bj  Pliny  as  occasioned  by  a  cloud  of  volcanic  ashes ;  and  so, 
altogether  inadequate  to  meet  the  demands  of  a  hypothesis 
guch  as  that  of  Dr.  Smith.  And  yet  further,  I  am  disposed, 
I  must  add,  to  look  for  a  broader  and  more  general  meaning 
in  that  grand  description  of  the  creation«t)f  all  things  with 
which  the  Divine  record  so  appropriately  opens,  than  I  could 
recognize  it  as  forming,  were  I  assured  it  referred  to  but 
one  of  many  existing  creations,  —  a  creation  restricted  to 
mayhap  a  few  hundred  square  miles  of  country,  and  to  may- 
hap a  few  scores  of  animals  and  plants.  What,  then,  is  the 
scheme  of  reconciliation  which  I  would  venture  to  pro- 
pound? 

Let  me  first  remark,  in  reply,  that  I  come  before  you  this 
evening,  not  as  a  philologist,  but  simply  as  a  student  of 
geological  fact,  who,  believing  his  Bible,  believes  also,  that 
though  theologians  have  at  various  times  striven  hard  to 
pledge  it  to  false  science,  geographical,  astronomical,  and 
geological,  it  has  been  pledged  by  its  Divine  Author  to  no 
£dsehood  whatever.  I  occupy  exactly  the  position  now, 
with  respect  to  geology,  that  the  mere  Christian  geographer 
would  have  occupied  with  respect  to  geography  in  the  days 
of  those  doctors  of  Salamanca  who  deemed  it  nnscriptural 
to  hold  with  Columbus  that  the  world  is  round,  —  not  flat ; 
or  exactly  the  position  which  the  mere  Christian  astronomer 
would  have  occupied  with  respect  to  astronomy  in  the  days 
of  that  Francis  Turrettine  who  deemed  it  nnscriptural  to 
hold  with  Newton  and  Galileo,  that  it  is  the  earth  which 
moves  in  the  heavens,  and  the  sun  which  stands  still.  The 
mere  geographer  or  astronomer  might  have  been  wholly 
unable  to  discuss  with  Turrettine  or  the  doctors  the  niceties 
of  Chaldaic  punctuation,  or  the  various  meanings  of  the 
Hebrew  verbs.  But  this  much,  notwithstanding,  he  would 
be  perfectly  qualified  to  say :  —  However  great  your  skill  as 
linguists,  your  reading  of  what  you   term  the  scriptural 
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geography  or  scriptural  astronomy  mast  of  necessity  be  a 
fidse  reading,  seeing  that  it  commits  Scriptnre  to  what,  in 
my  character  as  a  geographer  or  astronomer,  I  know  to  be 
a  monstrously  &lse  geography  or  astronomy.  Premising, 
then,  that  I  mak»  no  pretensions  to  even  the  slightest  skill 
in  philology,  I  remark  further,  that  it  has  been  held  by 
accomplished  philologists,  that  the  days  of  the  Mosaic 
creation  may  be  regarded,  without  doing  violence  to  the 
genius  of  the  Hebrew  language,  as  successive  periods  of 
great  extent.  And  certainly,  in  looking  at  my  English 
Bible,  I  find  that  the  portion  of  time  spoken  of  in  the  first 
chapter  of  Genesis  as  six  days,  is  spoken  of  in  the  second 
chapter  as  Ofie  day.  True,  there  are  other  philologcrs,  such 
as  the  late  Professor  Moses  Stuart,  who  take  a  different 
view ;  but  then  I  find  this  same  Professor  Stuart  striving 
hard  to  make  the  phraseology  of  Moses  "  fix  the  antiquity 
of  the  globe;"  and  so,  as  a  mere  geologist,  I  reject  his 
philology,  on  exactly  the  same  principle  on  which  the  mere 
geographer  would  reject,  and  be  justified  in  rejecting,  the 
philology  of  the  doctors  of  Salamanca,  or  on  which  the  mere 
astronomer  would  reject,  and  be  justified  in  rejecting,  the 
philology  of  Turrettine  and  the  old  Franciscans.  I  would, 
in  any  such  case,  at  once,  and  without  hesitation,  cut  the 
philological  knot,  by  determining  that  that  philology  cannot 
be  sound  which  would  commit  the  Scriptures  to  a  science 
that  cannot  be  true.  Waiving,  however,  the  question  as  a 
philological  one,  and  simply  holding  with  Cuvier,  Parkinson, 
and  Silliman,  that  each  of  the  six  days  of  the  Mosaic  nar- 
rative in  the  first  chapter  were  what  is  assuredly  meant  by 
the  day  referred  to  in  the  second,  —  not  natural  days,  but 
lengthened  periods, — I  find  myself  called  on,  as  a  geologist, 
to  account  for  but  three  of  the  six.  Of  the  period  during 
which  light  was  created,  —  of  the  period  during  which  a 
firmament  was  made  to  separate  the  waters  from  the  waters, 
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— or  of  the  period  during  which  the  two  great  lights  of  the 
earth,  with  the  other  heavenly  bodies,  became  visible  from 
the  earth's  snrfiice,  —  we  need  expect  to  find  no  record  in 
the  rocks.  Let  me,  however,  pause  for  a  moment,  to  re- 
mark the  peculiar  character  of  the  language  in  which  we 
are  first  introduced  in  the  Mosaic  narrative  to  the  heavenly 
bodies,  —  sun,  moon,  and  stars.  The  moon,  though  abso- 
lutely one  of  the  smallest  lights  of  our  system,  is  described 
as  secondary  and  subordinate  to  only  its  greatest  light,  the 
sun.  It  is  the  apparent,  then,  not  the  actual,  which  we  find 
in  the  passiige, — what  seemed  to  be,  not  what  was;  and  as 
it  was  merely  what  appeared  to  be  greatest  that  was  de- 
scribed as  greatest,  on  what  grounds  are  we  to  hold  that  it 
may  not  also  have  been  what  appeared  at  the  time  to  be 
made  that  has  been  described  as  made  ?  ^  The  sun,  moon, 
and  stars  may  have  been  created  long  before,  though  it  was 
not  until  this  fourth  period  of  creation  that  they  became 
visible  from  the  earth's  surface. 

The  geologist,  in  his  attempts  to  collate  the  Divine  with 
the  geologic  record,  has,  I  repeat,  only  three  of  the  six 
periods  of  creation  to  account  for,  —  the  period  of  plants, 
the  period  of  great  sea  monsters  and  creeping  things,  and 
the  period  of  cattle  and  beasts  of  the  earth.  He  is  called 
on  to  question  his  systems  and  formations  regarding  the 
remains  of  these  three  great  periods,  and  of  these  only. 
And  the  question  once  &irly  stated,  what,  I  ask,  is  the 
reply  ?  All  geologists  agree  in  holding  that  the  vast  geo- 
logical scale  naturally  divides  into  three  great  parts.  There 
are  many  lesser  divisions,  —  divisions  into  systems,  forma- 
tions, deposits,  beds,  strata;  but  the  master  divisions,  in 
each  of  which  we  find  a  type  of  life  so  unlike  that  of  the 
others,  that  even  the  unpractbed  eye  can  detect  the  diiferr 
ence,  are  simply  three,  —  the  Palaeozoic,  or  oldest  fossil' 


160  THE  TWO   RECORDS, 

iferous  division ;  the  Secondary,  or  middle  fossiliferous  di- 
virion ;  and  the  Tertiary,  or  latest  fossiliferous  division. 

In  the  first,  or  Palaeozoic  division,  we  find  corals,  crus- 
taceans, molluscs,  fishes,  and,  in  its  later  formations,  a  few 
reptiles.  But  none  of  these  classes  of  organisms  give  its 
leading  character  to  the  Palaeozoic ;  they  do  not  constitute 
its  prominent  feature,  or  render  it  more  remarkable  as  a 
scene  of  life  than  any  of  the  divisions  which  followed. 
Hiat  which  chiefly  distinguished  the  Palaeozoic  from  the 
Secondary  and  Tertiary  periods  was  its  gorgeous  flora.  It 
was  emphatically  the  period  of  plants,  —  "  of  herbs  yield- 
ing seed  after  their  kind."  In  no  other  age  did  the  world 
ever  witness  such  a  flora:  the  youth  of  the  earth  was 
peculiarly  a  green  and  umbrageous  youth,  —  a  youth  of 
dusk  and  tangled  forests,  of  huge  pines  and  stately  arau- 
carians,  of  the  reed-like  calamite,  the  tall  tree-feni,  the  sculp- 
tured sigillai'ia,  and  the  hirsute  lepidodendron.  Wherever 
dry  land,  or  shallow  lake,  or  running  stream  appeared,  from 
where  Melville  Island  now  spreads  out  its  ice  wastes  under 
the  star  of  the  pole,  to  where  the  arid  plains  of  Australiai 
lie  solitary  beneath  the  bright  cross  of  the  south,  a  rank 
and  luxuriant  herbage  cumbered  every  footbreadth  of  the 
dank  and  steaming  soil;  and  even  to  distant  planets  our 
earth  must  have  shone  through  the  enveloping  cloud  with 
a  green  and  delicate  ray.  Of  this  extraordinary  age  of 
plants  we  have  our  cheerful  remembrancers  and  witnesses 
in  the  flames  that  roar  in  our  chimneys  when  we  pile  up 
the  winter  fire,  —  in  the  brilliant  gas  that  now  casts  its 
light  on  this  great  assemblage,  and  that  lightens  up  the 
streets  and  lanes  of  this  vast  city,  —  in  the  glowing  fur- 
naces that  smelt  our  metals,  and  give  moving  power  to  our 
ponderous  engines,  —  in  the  long  dusky  trains  that,  with 
sliriek  and  snort,  speed  dart-like  athwart  our  landscapes,  — 
and  in  the  great  cloud-enveloped  vessels  that  darken  the 
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lower  reaches  of  y onr  noble  rirer,  and  rash  In  foam  over 
ocean  and  sea.  The  geolo^c  evidence  b  so  complete  as  to 
be  patent  to  all,  that  the  first  great  period  of  organized 
being  was,  as  described  in  the  Mosaic  record,  pecnharly 
a  period  of  herbe  and  trees,  "yielding  seed  alter  their 
kind." 

The  middle  great  period  of  the  geologist  —  that  of  the 
Secondary  division  —  possessed,  like  the  earlier  one,  its 
herbs  and  plants,  but  they  were  of  a  greatly  less  luxuriant 
and  conspicuous  character  than  their  predecessors,  and  no 
longer  formed  the  prominent  trait  or  feature  of  the  creation 
to  which  they  belonged.  The  |)eriod  had  also  its  corals, 
its  crustaceans,  its  molluscs,  its  fishes,  and  in  some  one 
or  two  exceptional  instances  its  dwarf  mammals.  But  the 
grand  existences  of  the  age,  —  the  existences  in  which  it 
excelled  every  other  creation,  earlier  or  later,  were  its 
huge  creeping  things,  —  its  enormous  monsters  of  the 
deep,  —  and,  as  shown  by  the  impressions  of  their  foot- 
prints stamped  upon  the  rocks,  its  gigantic  birds.  It  was 
pecnltariy  the  age  of  egg-i>earing  animals,  winged  and 
wingless.  Its  wonderfiil  whales,  not,  however,  as  now,  of 
the  mammalian,  but  of  the  reptilian  class, — ichthyosanra, 
plesiosaurs,  and  cetiosanrs,  —  must  have  tempested  the 
deep ;  its  creeping  lizards  and  crocodiles,  such  as  the 
teliosaurns,  megalosaurus,  and  iguanodon, — creatures  some 
of  which  more  than  rivalled  the  existing  elephant  in 
height,  and  greatly  more  than  rivalled  him  in  bulk, — 
must  have  crowded  the  plmns  or  haunted  by  myriads  the 
rivers  of  the  period ;  and  we  know  that  the  footprints  of 
at  least  one  of  its  many  birds  are  fully  twice  the  size  of 
those  made  by  the  horse  or  camel.  We  are  thus  prepared 
to  demonstrate,  that  the  second  period  of  the  geologist 
was  peculiarly  and  characteristically  a  period  of  whale-like 
reptiles  of  the  sea,  of  enormous  creeping  reptiles  of  the 
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land,  and  of  nnmcroas  birds,  some  of  them  of  gigantic 
size ;  and,  in  meet  accordance  with  the  iact,  we  lind  that 
the  second  Mosaic  period  with  which  the  geologist  is  called 
on  to  deal  was  a  period  in  which  God  created  the  fowl 
that  flieth  above  the  earth,  with  moving  [or  creeping] 
creatnres,  both  in  the  waters  and  on  the  land,  and  what 
our  translation  renders  great  whales,  but  that  I  find  ren- 
dered, in  the  margin,  great  sea  monsters. 

Tlie  Tertiary  period  had  also  its  prominent  class  of  exist- 
ences. Its  flora  seems  to  have  been  no  more  conspicuous 
than  that  of  the  present  time ;  its  reptiles  occupy  a  very 
subordinate  place ;  but  its  beasts  of  the  field  were  by  far 
the  most  wonderfully  developed,  both  in  size  and  numbers, 
that  ever  appeared  upon  earth.  Its  mammoths  and  its 
mastodons,  its  rhinoceri  and  its  hippoi)otami,  its  enormous 
dinotherium  and  colossal  megatherium,  greatly  more  than 
equalled  in  bulk  the  largest  mammals  of  the  present  time, 
and  vastly  exceeded  them  in  number.  The  remains  of  one 
of  its  elephants  {Elephus  primigeniu^)  are  still  so  abun- 
dant amid  the  frozen  wastes  of  Siberia,  that  what  liave 
been  not  inappropriately  termed  "  ivory  quanies"  liave 
been  wrought  among  their  bones  for  more  than  a  hundred 
years.  Even  in  our  o^vn  country,  of  which,  as  I  have 
already  shown,  tliis  elephant  was  for  long  ages  a  native,  so 
abundant  are  the  skeletons  and  tusks,  that  there  is  scarcely 
a  local  museum  in  the  kingdom  that  has  not  its  specimens, 
dug  out  of  the  Pleistodbne  deposits  of  the  neighborhood. 
And  with  this  ancient  elephant  there  were  meetly  associ- 
ated in  Britain,  as  on  the  northern  continents  generally  all 
around  the  globe,  many  other  mammals  of  corresponding 
magnitude.  "  Grand  indeed,"  says  an  English  naturalist, 
"  was  the  fauna  of  the  British  islands  in  those  early  days. 
Tigers  as  large  again  as  the  biggest  Asiatic  species  lurked 
in  the  ancient  thickets ;  elephants  of  nearly  twice  the  bulk 
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of  the  Largest  individnals  that  now  exist  in  Africa  or  Ceylon 
roamed  in  liords  ;  at  leiist  two  species  of  rhinoceros  forced 
their  way  throuLdi  the  primeval  forest ;  and  the  lakes  and 
rivers  were  tenanted  by  hippopotami  as  bulky,  and  with  as 
great  tusks,  as  those  of  Africa."  The  massive  cave-bear 
and  lar<je  cave-hvtena  belon<jed  to  the  same  formidable 
group,  with  at  least  two  species  of  great  oxen  {I3o6  longi- 
frons  and  JBos  p;'/;;z/(/c;4/t/,s),  ^nth  a  horse  of  smaller  size, 
and  an  elk  {Meyaceros  JUbernicus)  that  stood  ten  feet 
four  niches  in  height.  Truly  this  Tertiary  age — this  third 
and  last  of  the  great  geologic  periods — was  peculiarly  the 
age  of  great  "  beasts  of  the  earth  after  then*  kind,  and  of 
cattle  after  their  kind." 

Permit  me  at  this  stage,  in  addressing  myself  to  a  Lon- 
don audience,  to  refer  to  what  has  been  well  termed  one 
of  the  great  sights  of  London.  An  illustration  drawn  from 
what  must  bo  familiar  to  you  all  may  impart  to  your  con- 
ceptions, respecting  the  f:icts  on  which  I  build,  a  degree  of 
tangibility  which  otherwise  they  could  not  possess. 

One  of  perhaps  the  most  deeply  interestmg  departments 
of  your  gi-eat  British  Museum — the  wonder  of  the  world 
—  is  that  noble  gallery,  consisting  of  a  suite  of  rooms, 
opening  m  line,  the  one  beyond  the  other,  which  forms 
its  rich  storehouse  of  organic  remains.  You  must  of 
course  remember  the  order  in  which  the  organisms  of 
that  gallery  are  ranged.  The  visitor  is  first  ushered  into  a 
spacious  room  devoted  to  fossil  plants,  chiefly  of  the  Coal 
Measures.  And  if  these  organisms  are  in  any  degree  less 
imiK)sing  in  their  aspect  than  those  of  the  apartments 
which  follow  in  the  series,  it  is  only  because  that,  from 
the  exceeding  greatness  of  the  Coal  Measure  plants,  they 
can  be  exhibited  in  but  bits  and  fragments.  Within  less 
than  an  hour's  walk  of  the  Scottish  capital  there  are  single 
trees  of  this  ancient  period  deeply  embedded  in  the  sand* 
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Stone  strata,  which,  though  existing  as  mere  mutilated 
portions  of  their  former  selves,  would   yet  fiul  to  find 


Fig.  90. 
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Accommodation  in  that  great  apartment.     One  of  these 
fossil  trees,  —  a  noble  araucarian,  —  which  occurs  in  what 
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ia  known  as  the  GnintoQ  qiiany,  is  a  mere  fragment,  for  it 
waats  both  root  and  top,  and  yet  what  remains  is  axty-ona 


Hg.  ». 
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feet  in  length  by  aix  feet  in  diameter ;  and  beside  it  there 
lies  a  smaller  araucorion,  also  mutilated,  for  it  wants  top 
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and  branches,  and  it  measures  seventy  feet  in  length  by  four 
feet  in  diameter.  I  saw  lately,  in  a  quarry  of  the  Coal  Meas- 
ures about  two  miles  from  my  dwelling-house,  near  Edin- 
burgh, the  stem  of  a  plant  {Lepidodendron  Stembergii), 
allied  to  the  dwarfish  club  mosses  of  our  moors,  consid- 
erably thicker  than  the  body  of  a  man,  and  which,  reckon- 
ing on  the  ordinary  proportions  of  the  plant,  must  have 
been  at  least  seventy  feet  in  height.  And  of  a  kind  of 
aquatic  reed  (calamites),  that  more  resembles  the  diminu- 
tive miare's  tail  of  our  marshes  than  aught  else  that  now 
lives,  remains  have  been  found  in  abundance  in  the  same 
coal  field,  more  than  a  foot  in  diameter  by  thirty  feet  in 
length.  Imposing,  then,  as  are  the  vegetable  remains  of 
this  portion  of  the  National  Museum,  they  would  be 
greatly  more  imposing  still  did  they  more  adequately 
represent  the  gigantic  flora  of  the  remote  age  to  wliicli 
they  belong. 

Passing  onwards  in  the  gallery  from  the  great  plants  of 
the  Palaeozoic  division  to  the  animals  of  the  Secondai*y  one, 
the  attention  is  at  once  arrested  by  the  monstrous  forms  on 
the  wall.  Shapes  that  more  than  rival  in  strangeness  the 
great  dragons,  and  griflins,  and  "  laithly  worms,"  of  me- 
diaeval legend,  or,  according  to  Milton,  the  "gorgons, 
hydras,  and  chimeras  dire,"  of  classical  fable,  frown  on  tlio 
passing  visitor ;  and,  though  wrapped  up  in  their  dead  and 
stony  sleep  of  ages,  seem  not  only  the  most  strange,  but 
also  the  most  terrible  things  on  which  his  eye  ever  rested. 
Enormous  jaws,  bristling  with  pointed  teeth,  gape  horrid  in 
the  stone,  under  staring  eye-sockets  a  full  foot  in  diameter. 
Necks  that  half  equal  in  length  the  entire  body  of  the  boa- 
constrictor  stretch  out  from  bodies  mounted  on  fins  like 
those  of  a  fish,  and  furnished  with  tails  somewhat  resem- 
bling those  of  the  mammals.  Here  we  see  a  winded 
dragon,  that,  armed  with   sliai-p  teeth   and  strong  claws. 
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had  careered  Ihroogh  the  air  on  leathern  wings  like  those 
of  a  hat ;  there  an  enormous  crocodilian  wlmle,  that, 
mounted  on  many-jointed  paddles,  had  traversed,  in  (niest 
of  jiroy,  the  green  depths  of  tlie  sea;  yonder  a  herbivor- 
ous lizard,  with  a  horn  like  that  of  the  rhinoceros  projecting 
tVom  its  snout,  and  tliat,  when  it  hrowsed  amid  the  dank 
i^K-ailows  of  the  Wealden,  must  have  s'.ood  abont  twelve 
fi-'.'t  high.  Ail  is  enormous,  moiistroiis,  vast,  amid  the 
crt'ejjiiig  and  flying  things  and  the  great  sea  nionstera  of 
thi^i  division  of  the  gallery. 

We  pass  on  into  the  third  and  lower  divinion,  and  an 
entii-cty  ditferent  class  of  existences  now  catch  the  eye. 
The  huge  mastodon,  with  his  enoiinous  length  of  body,  and 
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his  tasks  projecting  from  both  upper  and  under  jaw,  stands 
erect  in  the  middle  of  the  floor,  —  a  giant  skeleton.  We 
see  beside  bim  the  great  bones  of  the  megntherium, — thigh 
bones  eleven  inches  in  diameter,  and  claw-armed  toes  more 
than  two  feet  in  length.  There,  too,  ranged  species  beyond 
Npeeieti,  are  t'.e  extinct  elephants ;  and  there  the  ponderous 
skull  of  the  dinothcrium,  with  the  bent  tusks  in  its  lower 
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jaw,  thnt  give  to  it  the  appearance  of  a  great  pickaxe,  and  tlir.l 
must  have  dug  deeply  of  old  amid  the  liliaceous  roots  and 
bulbs  of  the  Tertiary  lakes  and  rivers.    There  alao  are  the 
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maauve  heads  and  spreading  horn-c-oics  of  the  Bot  primi- 
ffeniut,  and  the  large  iwnes  and  broad  iJniik-liko  liorns  of 
the  great  Irish  elk.  And  there  too,  in  the  same  apartment, 
but  leaning  i^unst  its  farther  wall,  —  lust,  as  most  recent, 
of  all  the  objects  of  wondf  r  in  that  great  gallery,  —  is  the 
&mous  human  skeleton  of  Guadaloiipc,  standing  out  in  bold 
relief  from  its  slab  of  grny  limestone.  It  occurs  in  the 
series,  juHt  as  the  scries  iloses,  a  little  beyond  the  mastodon 
and  the  mammoths;  and,  in  its  strange  character  as  a  fossil 
man,  attrai^s  the  alteiili<m  searee  less  powerfully  than  the 
great  Paloiozoic  ]>lin)ts,  the  great  Secondary  reptiles,  or  the 
great  Tertiary  manmitils. 

I  last  passed  through  this  wondrous  pjUory  at  the  time 
when  the  attraction  of  the  Great  Exhibition  liad  filled  Lon- 
don with  curious  visitors  from  all  parts  of  the  empire;  and 
a  group  of  intelligent  mechanics,  fresh  from  some  mnnniHe- 
turing  town  of  the  midland  counties,  were  sauntering  on 
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throogh  its  chambers  immediately  before  me.  They  stood 
aaused  beneatlt  the  dragons  of  the  Oolite  and  Lias ;  and, 
with  more  than  the  admiration  and  wonder  of  the  dis^jJes 
of  old  when  contemplating  the  hnge  stones  of  the  Temple, 
they  turned  to  say,  in  almost  the  old  words,  "  Lo  I  master, 
what  manner  of  great  beasts  are  these  ?  "  "  These  are,"  I 
replied, "  the  sea  monsters  and  creeping  things  of  the  second 
great  period  of  organic  existence."  The  reply  seemed  sads- 
&ctory,  and  we  passed  on  together  to  the  terminal  apart- 
ments of  the  range  appropriated  to  the  Tertiary  organisms. 
And. there,  before  the  enormous  mammals,  the  mechanics 
again  stood  in  wonder,  and  turned  to  inquire.  Anticipatiiig 
the  query,  I  said,  "And  these  are  the  huge  beasts  of  the 
•eartb,  and  the  cattle  of  the  third  great  period  of  oi^anic 
existence ;  and  youder,  in  the  same  apartment,  you  see,  bat 
at  its  further  end,  is  the  &mous  fossil  man  of  Guadalonpe, 
iocked  up  by  the  petri&clive  ^encles  in  a  slab  of  lime- 
stone." The  mechanics  ^aia  seemed  satisfied.  And,  of 
course,  had  I  encouDtcred  them  is  the  first  chamber  of  the 
suite,  and  had  they  questioned  me  respecting  the  organisma 
with  which  it  is  occupied,  I  would  have  told  them  that  thejr 
were  the  remains  of  the  herbs  and  trees  of  the  ^tt  great 
period  of  orgonia  existence.  But  in  the  chamber  of  the 
mammals  we  parted,  and  I  saw  them  no  more. 

There  could  not  be  a  simpler  incident.  And  yet,  rightly 
apprehended,  it  reads  its  lesson.  Tou  have  all  visited  the 
scene  of  it,  and  must  all  have  been  struck  by  the  three 
salient  points,  if  I  may  so  speak,  by  which  that  noble  gallery 
lays  strongest  hold  of  the  memory,  and  most  powerftiUy 
impresses  the  imi^ination,  — by  its  gigantic  plants  of  the 
first  period  (imperfectly  as  these  are  represented  in  the  col- 
lection), by  its  strange  misproportioned  sea  monsters  and 
creeping  thin^  of  the  second,  and  by  its  hnge  mammals  of 
the  third.  Amid  many  thoosand  various  objects,  and  a  per- 
15 
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plexing  multiplicity  of  detail,  which  it  would  require  the 
patient  study  of  years  even  partially  to  classify  and  know, 
these  are  the  great  prominent  features  of  the  gallery,  that 
involuntarily,  on  the  part  of  the  "visitor,  force  themselves  on 
his  attention.  They  at  once  pressed  themselves  on  the 
attention  of  the  intelligent  though  unscientific  mechanics, 
and,  I  doubt  not,  still  dwell  vividly  in  their  recollections ; 
and  I  now  ask  you,  when  you  again  visit  the  national 
museum,  and  verify  the  fact  of  the  great  prominence  of 
these  classes  of  objects,  to  bear  in  mind,  that  the  gallery  in 
which  they  occur  represents,  both  in  the  order  and  char- 
acter of  its  contents,  the  course  of  creation.  I  ask  you  to 
remember  that,  had  there  been  human  eyes  on  earth  during 
the  Palaeozoic,  Secondary,  and  Tertiary  periods,  they  would* 
have  been  filled  in  succession  by  the  great  plants,  the  great 
reptiles,  and  the  great  mammals,  just  as  those  of  the 
mechanics  were  filled  by  them  in  the  museum.  As  the  sun 
and  moon,  when  they  first  became  visible  in  the  heavens, 
would  have  seemed  to  human  eyes  —  had  there  been  human 
eyes  to  see — not  only  the  greatest  of  the  celestial  lights, 
but  peculiarly  the  prominent  objects  of  the  epoch  in  which 
they  appeared,  so  would  these  plants,  reptiles,  and  mam- 
mals, have  seemed  in  succession  the  prominent  objects  of  the 
several  epochs  in  which  they  appeared.  And,  asking  the 
geologist  to  say  whether  my  replies  to  the  mechanics  were 
not,  with  all  their  simplicity,  true  to  geological  fact,  and 
the  theologian  to  say  whether  the  statements  which  they 
embodied  were  not,  with  all  their  geology,  true  to  the  scrip- 
tural narrative,  I  ask  further,  whether  (of  course,  making 
due  allowance  for  the  laxity  of  the  terms  botanic  and  zoo- 
logical of  a  primitive  language  unadapted  to  the  niceties  of 
botanic  or  zoologic  science)  the  Mosaic  account  of  creation 
could  be  rendered  more  essentially  true,  than  we  actually 
find  it,  to  the  history  of  creation  geologically  ascertained. 
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I^  taking  the  Mos^o  days  aa  equivalent  to  lengthened 
periods,  wo  hold  that,  in  giving  their  brief  history,  tho 
inspired  writer  seized  on  but  those  salient  points  that,  like 
the  two  great  lights  of  the  daj^  and  night,  would  have 
arrested  most  powerfully,  during  these  periods,  a  human 
eye,  we  shall  find  the  harmony  of  the  two  records  complete. 
In  your  visit  to  the  museum,  I  would  yet  further  ask  you  to 
mark  the  place  of  the  human  skeleton  in  the  great  gallery. 
It  stands  —  at  least  it  stood  only  a  few  years  ago  —  in  the 
same  apartment  with  the  huge  mammifers.  And  it  is  surely 
worthy  of  remark,  that  while  in  both  the  sacred  and  geo- 
logic records  a  strongly  defined  line  separates  between  the 
period  of  plants  and  the  succeeding  periods  of  reptiles,  and 
again  between  the  period  of  reptiles  and  the  succeeding 
period  of  mammals,  no  lino  in  either  record  separates 
between  this  period  of  mammals  and  the  human  period, 
Man  came  into  being  as  the  lastbom  of  creation,  jnst  ere 
the  close  of  that  sixth  day  —  the  third  and  terminal  period 
of  organic  creation  —  to  which  the  great  mammals  belong. 
Let  me  yet  further  remark,  that  in  each  of  these  three 
great  periods  wo  find,  with  respect  to  the  classes  of  exist- 
ences, vegetable  or  animal,  by  which  they  were  most  promi- 
nently characterized,  ceitwn  well  marked  culminating  points 
together,  if  I  may  so  express  myself  —  twilight  periods  of 
morning  dawn  and  evening  decline.  Tlie  plants  of  the 
earlier  and  terminal  systems  of  the  Palreozoic  division  are 
few  and  small :  it  was  only  during  the  protracted  eons  of 
the  Carboniferous  period  that  they  received  their  amaring 
development,  unequalled  in  any  previous  or  succeeding  time.* 

*  It  will  be  teen  that  tbeie  ia  no  attempt  made  in  thto  lectore  to  repreient 
ttio  great  Palienzolc  division  aa  cliBractorlied  Ihrmifiioul  ilt  aOire  extent  by 
a  luxuiiant  flora.  It  Is,  on  tha  contrary,  cxpreBsl}'  stated  hrrc,  tbat  tlie 
"  plant!  of  Ita  earlier  and  tennioal  rormBtlons  (i.  e.  those  of  tbe  SUnrUn. 
Old  B«d,  Md  Pennian  Syataiiu)  wen  foe  lad  nmS,"  and  tbat  "  11  waa 
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In  like  manner,  in  the  earlier  or  Triassic  deposits  of  the 
Secondary  division,  the  reptilian  remains  are  comparatively 
inconsiderable ;  and  they  are  almost  equally  so  in  its  Cre- 
taceous or  later  deposits.     It  was  during  those  middle  ages 

oidp  during  the  protracted  eons  of  the  carboniferous  period  that  they  received 
their  amazing  development,  unequalled  in  anp  previous  or  succeeding  time.*' 
Being  thus  express  in  my  limitation,  I  think  I  have  just  cause  of  complaint 
against  anj  one  wbo  represents  me  as  unfairly  laboring,  in  this  very  com- 
position,  to  make  it  be  believed  that  the  whole  PalsBozoic  period  was 
characterized  by  a  gorgeous  flora;  and  as  thus  sophistically  generalizing 
in  the  first  instance,  in  order  to  make  a  fallacious  use  of  the  generalization 
in  the  second,  with  the  intention  of  misleading  non-geologic  readers.  Such, 
howerer,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  following  extracts  fktmi  the  "  Proceed- 
ings of  the  Academy  of  Natural  Science  at  Philadelphia/'  is  the  chaige 
preferred  against  me  by  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

"  Mr.  William  Parker  Foulke  asked  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  a  lec- 
ture by  Mr.  Hugh  Miller,  recently  republished  in  the  United  States  under 
the  title  of  *  The  Two  Records,  Mosaic  and  Geological,'  and  made  some 
remarks  upon  the  importance  of  maintaining  a  careful  scrutiny  of  the 

logic  of  the  natural  sciences Mr.  Miller  teaches  that,  in  the 

attempt  to  reconcile  the  two  *  records,'  there  are  only  three  periods  to  be 
accounted  for  by  the  geologist,  viz.  'the  period  of  plants;  the  period  of 
great  sea  monsters  and  creeping  things ;  and  the  period  of  cattle  and  beasts  of 
the  earth ;  *  and  that  the  first  of  these  periods  is  represented  by  the  rocks 
grouped  under  the  term  PalieozoiCf  and  is  distinguished  from  the  Second- 
ary and  Tertiary  chiefly  by  its  gorgeous  flora;  and  that  the  geological 
evidence  is  so  complete  as  to  be  patent  to  all,  that  the  first  great  period  of 
organized  being  was,  as  described  in  the  Mosaic  record,  peculiariy  a  period 
of  herbs  and  trees,  yielding  seed  after  their  kind.  The  general  reader,  not 
familiar  with  the  details  of  geological  arrangement,  could  not  fail  to  infer 
from  such  a  statement,  used  for  such  a  purpose,  that  the  Paleozoic  rocks 
are  regarded  by  geologists  as  forming  one  group  representative  of  one 
period,  MUiich  can  properly  be  said  to  be  distinguished  as  a  whole  by  its 
gorgeous  flora;  and  that  it  is  properly  so  distinguished  for  the  argument  in 
question.  It  was  familiar  to  the  Academy,  as  well  as  to  Mr.  Miller,  that 
from  the  carboniferous  rocks  downward  (backward  in  order  of  time),  there 
have  been  discriminated  a  large  number  of  periods,  differing  from  one 
another  in  mineral  and  in  organic  remains ;  and  that  the  proportion  of  the 
carboniferous  era  to  the  whole  scries  is  small,  whether  wc  regard  the  tliick- 
neas  of  its  deposiils  or  its  conjectural  chronology.  It  is  only  of  this  car- 
bcmfarous  era,  the  latest  of  this  series,  that  the  author's  remarks  could  bo 
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of  the  diTinon,  represented  by  its  Liasdo,  Oolitic,  and 
Wealden  formations,  that  the  class  existed  in  that  abundance 
which  rendered  it  so  pecnliarlj^,  above  eveiy  other  age,  an 
age  of  cree|Mng  things  and  great  sea  moDsters.    And  so 

me;  indevenof  tlUi,  If  takea  for  the  entire  roiAce  of  tha  eaith,  It  amid 
not  be  tn);  wserted  IbM '  the  STidence  U  lo  complete  as  to  be  patent  to 
all,'  that  the  qiuntiqr  of  lU  vegetable  prodacta  diatliiKDlahes  11  from  the 
«arth'i  mikce  dorlDg  the  eia  in  which  we  lire.  To  confbnnd  by  ImpllEa' 
tion  all  the  periods  termed  PbIbozoIc,  bo  hs  to  apply  to  Oiem  aa  a  whole 
what  WDld  be  tnie,  If  at  all,  only  of  the  carbonifiroua  period.issfklladons 
lue  of  a  generaliiation  nods  for  a  purpote,  and  upon  a  principle  not  pro- 
perijr  available  for  the  writer's  arBument,"  tc  So  Rv  the  "  Praceedlngs  " 
of  the  Academy. 

This,  snrely.  Is  very  much  the  reverse  of  fair.  I,  however,  refbr  the 
matter,  without  note  ot  comment  (so  far  at  least  as  It  involves  the  qnet- 
tkui  whether  Mr.  Fonlke  has  not,  in  the  face  of  the  most  express  state- 
ment on  my  part,  wholly  miBrcpreeenled  me),  to  the  judgment  of  c&ndld 
and  Intelligent  readers  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic. 

I  know  not  that  I  Ebould  recosnizc  Hr.  Fouike  as  entitled,  after  anth  a 
display,  to  be  dealt  with  simply  as  the  member  of  a  learned  society  who 
dllferB  from  me  on  a  scientific  question;  nor  does  his  reference  to  the 
"  carboniferous  era  "  aa  "  the  latat  of  tho  "  Palieoiolc  "'  series,"  and  his 
apparent  nnacqnalntanec  with  that  Permian  period.  In  reality  the  terminal 
otM  of  Um  division  during  which  the  Palauioic  forms  seem  to  have  grad; 
nally  died  away,  In  order  to  give  place  to  those  of  the  Secondary  dlvlskni, 
taspire  any  vei;  high  respect  for  his  acquirementa  as  a  geologist.  Waiving, 
however,  the  legitimacy  of  his  claim,  1  may  be  permitted  to  repeat,  for  the 
farther  Information  of  the  non -geological  reader,  that  the  ixirbamfemit 
formations,  loheirctr  they  huit  yrt  hren  Mtrtid,  justify,  In  tho  amaiing 
abondance  of  their  carbonized  vegelal>le  organisms,  the  name  which  they 
bear.  Mr.  Fouike,  In  three  short  sentences,  uses  the  terms  "  carbanifcrous 
era,"  "  carbonil^rous  rocks,"  "  coj^Kmlfcrous  period,"  four  several  limes; 
and  these  teims  aro  derived  from  tho  predominating  amount  of  carbon 
(elaborated  of  old  by  the  plnnts  of  the  period)  which  occurs  in  Its  several 
formations.  Tho  very  language  which  he  has  to  employ  is  of  itself  a  con- 
flrmallon  of  the  statement  which  he  challenges.  For  so  "  patent "  is  this 
carboni/tniiiM  character  Of  Ibo  system,  llwl  it  has  given  to  it  its  nniveisally 
accepted  designation, — the  verbal  sign  by  which  it  isiepn»cnlcil  wlieiever 
lllskivowti.  Hr.  F.  states,  that"  if  taken  (br the  entire  surruccorihoi'nrth," 
It  caimot  be  truly  asserted  that  the  carboniferous  flora  prcpondcruted  over 
that  of  tho  prMent  time,  or,  at  leMt,  that  iu  preponderance  oonld  not  be 
15* 
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also,  in  the  Tertiary,  regarded  as  but  an  early  portion  of 
the  human  division,  there  was  a  period  of  increase  and 
diminution,  —  a  morning  and  evening  of  mammalian  Ufa. 
The   mammals  of  its   eaily  Eocene   ages  were   compara- 

regarded  as  "  patent  to  all."  The  statement  admits  of  so  many  different 
meanings,  that  I  know  not  whether  I  shall  succeed  in  replying  to  the  special 
meaning  intended  by  Mr.  Foulke.  There  are  no  doubt  carboniferous  de- 
posits on  the  earth's  surface  still  unknown  to  the  geologist,  the  evidence 
of  which  on  the  point  must  ba  regarded,  in  consequence,  not  as  "  patent  to 
all,"  but  as  nil.  They  are  witnesses  absent  from  court,  whose  testimony 
has  not  yet  been  tendered.  But  equally  certain  it  is,  I  repeat,  that  wher- 
ever carboniferous  formations  have  been  discovered  and  examined,  they 
have  been  found  to  bear  the  unique  characteristic  to  which  the  system  owes 
its  name, — they  have  been  found  charged  with  the  carbon,  existing  usually 
OS  great  beds  of  coal,  which  was  elaborated  of  okl  by  its  unrivalled  flora 
from  the  elements.  And  as  this  evidence  is  certain  and  positive,  no  one 
would  be  entitled  to  set  off  against  it,  as  of  equal  weight,  the  merely  nega- 
tive evidence  of  some  one  or  two  deposits  of  the  carboniferous  age  that 
did  not  bear  the  carboniferous  character,  even  were  such  known  to  exist; 
far  less  is  anyone  entitled  tp  set  off  against  it  the  possibly  negative  evidence 
of  deposits  of  the  carboniferous  age  not  yet  discovered  nor  examined;  for 
that  would  be  simply  to  set  off  against  good  positive  evidence,  what  is  no 
evidence  at  all.  It  would  be  to  set  off  the  possible  evidence  of  the  absent 
witnesses,  not  yet  precognosced  in  the  case,  against  the  express  declara- 
tions of  the  witnesses  already  examined,  and  strong  on  the  positive  side. 
Surely  an  American,  before  appealing,  in  a  question  of  this  kind,  to  the 
bare  possibility  of  the  existence  somewhere  or  other  of  barely  negative 
evidence,  ought  to  have  bethought  him  of  the  very  extraordinary  positive 
evidence  furnished  by  the  carboniferous  deposits  of  his  own  great  country. 
The  coal  fields  of  Britain  and  the  European  continent  had  been  wrought 
for  ages  ere  those  of  North  America  were  known,  and  for  ages  more  after 
it  had  been  but  ascertained  that  the  New,  like  the  Old  World,  has  its  Coal 
Measures.  And  during  the  latter  period  the  argument  of  Mr.  Foulke  might 
have  been  employed,  just  as  now,  and  some  member  of  a  learned  society 
might  have  uiged  that,  though  the  coal  fields  of  Europe  bore  evidence  to 
the  former  existence  of  a  singularly  luxuriant  flora,  beyond  comparison 
more  vast  than  the  European  one  of  the  present  day,  the  same  could  not 
be  prodicated  of  the  American  coal  fields,  whoso  cartK)nized  remains  might 
be  found  representative  of  a  flora  which  had  been  at  least  not  more  largely 
developed  than  that  existing  American  flora  to  which  the  great  western 
forests  belong.    Now,  however,  the  time  for  any  such  aigument  has  gone 
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tivcly  small  in  bnlk  and  low  in  standing ;  in  ita  conclud- 
ing ages,  too,  inuncdiately  cie  the  appearance  of  man, 
or  just  as  he  had  appeared,  they  exhibited,  both  in  size  and 
number,  a  reduced  and  less  imposing  aspect.  It  was  chiefly 
in  Its  middle  and  latter,  or  Miocene,  Pliocene,  and  Pleisto- 
cene i^es,  that  the  myriads  of  its  huger  giants,  —  its  diuo- 
tberia,  mastodons,  and  mammoths, — cumbered  the  soil.  I, 
of  course,  restrict  my  remarks  to  the  three  periods  of 
organic  life,  and  have  not  inquired  whether  aught  analogous 
to  these  mornings  and  evenings  of  increase  and  diminution 
need  be  sought  after  in  any  of  the  others. 

Such  are  a  few  of  the  geological  lacts  which  lead  me  to 
believe  that  the  dai/s  of  the  Mosaic  account  were  great 
periods,  not  natural  days ;  and  be  it  remembered,  that 
between  the  scheme  of  lengthened  periods  and  the  scheme 
of  a  merely  local  chaos,  which  existed  no  one  knows  how, 
and  of  a  merely  local  creation,  which  had  its  scene  no  one 
knows  where,  geological  science  leaves  ua  now  no  choice 
whatever.  It  has  been  urged,  however,  that  this  scheme 
of  periods  is  irreconcileable  with  that  Divine  "  reason  "  for 
the  institution  of  the  Sabbath  wliich  ho  who  appointed  the 

by;  the  Ameriain  cool  flcWa  hnvc  been  rnrofullyeJiplored;  and  what  le  the 
leatill?  The  geologist  has  come  lo  know,  chat  even  tlio  mighty  forests  of 
America  are  ineonsidcralilo,  compared  with  It«  dcposlls  of  coal;  nay,  that 
•II  it*  IbicBts  gathered  into  one  heap  would  fail  to  furnish  the  raalerials  of 
a  single  coal  seam' equal  to  thai  of  Piltstiurg;  and  that  centuries  nfler  all 
its  thick  woods  shall  have  disappeared  before  Iho  axe,  and  It  shall  havo 
come  to  present  the  comparatively  bare,  nnwoodcd  oapcct  of  llie  long 
dviliicd  counlrics  of  Souihem  Europe,  it  will  continue  to  derive  the  ele- 
ments of  its  commercial  greatness,  and  the  eheeiful  blaze  of  lis  many 
millions  of  domestic  hearths,  from  the  nnpreccdentedly  lainrious  flora  of 
the  old  carboniferous  ages.  Truly,  very  wonderful  are  the  coal  Helds  of 
Korthem  America  !  If  f^otogists  inferred,  as  they  well  might,  that  the 
extfnet  flon  which  bad  originated  the  European  coal  vastly  outrivniled  In 
luxtulanee  that  of  the  existing  time,  what  shall  tie  said  of  that  flomof  the 
Hme  B(re  which  originated  the  coal  deposits  of  Nova  Seotlaaud  the  UFiitcd 
Stales,— deposits  latntp  timaat  inwot  as  all  those  of  all  Europe  put  Cogcthorl 
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day  of  old  has,  in  his  goodness,  vouchsafed  to  man.  I  have 
&iled  to  see  any  force  in  the  objection.  God  the  Creator, 
who  wrought  during  six  periods,  rested  during  the  seventh 
period;  and  as  we  have  no  evidence  whatever  that  he 
recommenced  his  work  of  creation,  —  as,  on  the  contrary, 
man  seems  to  be  the  last  formed  of  creatures^ — €rod  may 
be  resting  still.  The  presumption  is  strong  that  his  Sab- 
bath is  an  extended  period,  not  a  natural  day,  and  that 
the  work  of  Redemption  is  his  S:f{)b:ith  day's  work.  And 
so  I  cannot  see  that  it  iu  the  least  interfci'es  with  the  integ- 
rity of  the  reason  rendered  to  read  it  as  follows :  —  Work 
during  six  periods,  and  rest  on  the  seventh;  for  in  six 
periods  the  Lord  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  and  on 
the  seventh  period  JHe  rested.  The  Divine  periods  may 
have  been  very  great,  —  the  human  periods  very  anaU; 
just  as  a  vast  continent  or  the  huge  earth  itself  is  very 
great,  and  a  map  or  geographical  globe  very  small.  But 
if  in  the  map  or  globe  the  proportions  be  feithfully  main- 
tained, and  the  scale,  though  a  minute  one,  be  true  in  all  its 
parts  and  applications,  we  pronounce  the  map  or  globe^ 
notwithstanding  the  smallness  of  its  size,  a  faithful  copy. 
Were  man's  Sabbaths  to  be  kept  as  enjoined,  and  in  the 
Divine  proportions,  it  would  scarcely  interfere  with  the 
logic  of  the  "reason  annexed  to  the  fourth  commandment," 
though  in  this  matter,  as  in  all  others  in  which  man  can  be 
an  imitator  of  God,  the  imitation  should  lie  It  miniature 
one. 

The  work  of  Redemption  may,  I  repeat,  be  the  work 
of  God's  Sabbath  day.  What,  I  ask,  viewed  as  a  whole,  is 
the  prominent  characteristic  of  geologic  history,  or  of  that 
corresponding  history  of  creation  which  forms  the  grandly 
f  ishioned  vestibule  of  the  sacred  volume  ?  Of  both  alike 
the  leading  characteristic  is  progress.  In  both  alike  do  M'e 
find  an  upward  progress  from  dead  matter  to  the  humbler 
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fomis  of  vitality,  and  from  thence  to  the  higher.  And 
after  great  cattle  and  beasts  of  the  earth  had,  in  due  order, 
scioceeded  inanimate  plants,  sea  monsters,  and  moidng 
creatures  that  had  life,  the  moral  agent,  man,  enters  upon 
the  scene.  Previons  to  his  appearance  on  earth,  each 
succeeding  elevation  in  the  long  upward  march  had  been 
a  resnliof  creation.  The  creative  fiat  went  forth,  and- dead 
matter  came  into  existence.  The  creative  fiat  went  forth, 
and  plants,  with  the  lower  animal  forms,  came  into  exist- 
ence. The  creative  fiat  went  forth,  and  the  oviparous 
animals,^ birds  and  reptiles,  —  came  into  existence.  The 
creative  fiat  went  forth,  and  the  mammiferous  animals,  — 
cattle  and  beasts  of  the  earth,  —  came  into  existence. 
And,  finally,  last  in  the  series,  the  creative  fiat  went  forth, 
and  responsible,  immortal  man,  came  into  existence.  But 
has  the  course  of  progress  come,  in  consequence,  to  a  close  ? 
No.  God's  work  of  elevating,  raising,  heightening,  —  of 
making  the  high  in  duo  progression  succeed  the  low, — 
still  goes  on.  But  man's  responsibility,  his  immortality,  his 
€k>d-implanted  instincts  respecting  an  eternal  future,  forbid 
that  that  work  of  elevation  and  progress  should  be,  as  in 
all  the  other  instances,  a  work  of  creation.  To  create 
would  be  to  supersede.  God's  work  of  elevation  now  is 
the  work  of  fitting  and  preparing  peccable,  imperfect  man 
for  a  perfect,  impeccable,  future  state.  God's  seventh  day's 
work  is  the  work  of  Redemption.  And,  read  in  this  light, 
his  reason  vouchsafed  to  man  for  the  institution  of  the 
Sabbath  is  found  to  yield  a  meaning  of  peculiar  breadth 
and  emphasis  God,  it  seems  to  say,  rests  on  his  Sabbath 
from  his  creative  labors,  in  order  that  by  his  Sabbath  day's 
work  he  may  save  and  elevate  you.  Rest  ye  also  on  your 
Sabbaths,  that  through  your  co-operation  with  him  in  this 
great  work  ye  may  be  elevated  and  saved.  Made  origi- 
nally  in  the  image  of  God,  let  God  be  your  pattern  and 
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example.  Engaged  in  your  material  and  temporal  employ* 
ments,  labor  in  the  proportions  in  which  he  labored;  but, 
in  order  that  you  may  enjoy  an  eternal  future  with  him, 
rest  also  in  the  proportions  in  which  he  rests. 

One  other  remark  ere  I  conclude.  In  the  history  of  the 
earth  which  we  inhabit,  molluscs,  fishes,  reptiles,  mammals, 
had  each  in  succession  their  periods  of  vast  duration ;  and 
then  the  human  period  began, — the  period  of  a  felloe 
worker  with  God,  created  in  God's  own  image.  What  b 
to  be  the  next  advance  ?  Is  there  to  be  merely  a  repetition 
of  the  past?  —  an  introduction  a  second  time  of  man 
made  in  the  image  of  God  ?  No.  The  geologist,  in  those 
tables  of  stone  which  form  his  records,  finds  no  example  of 
dynasties  once  passed  away  again  returning.  There  has 
been  no  repetition  of  the  dynasty  of  the  fish,  of  the  reptile, 
of  the  mammal.  The  dynasty  of  the  future  is  to  have 
glorified  man  for  its  inhabitant ;  but  it  is  to  be  the  dynasty 

—  "  the  kingdom  "  —  not  of  glorified  man  made  in  the 
image  of  God,  but  of  God  himself  in  the  form  of  man.  In 
the  doctrine  of  the  two  conjoined  natures,  human  and 
Divine,  and  in  the  further  doctrine  that  the  terminal 
dynasty  is  to  be  peculiarly  the  dynasty  of  Him  in  whom 
the  natures  are  united,  we  find  that  required  progression 
beyond  which  progress  cannot  go.  We  find  Ihe  point  of 
elevation  never  to  be  exceeded  meetly  coincident  with  the 
final  period  never  to  be  terminated,  —  the  infinite  in  height 
harmoniously  associated  with  the  eternal  in  duration. 
Creation  and  the  Creator  meet  at  one  point,  and  in  one 
person.  The  long  ascending  line  from  dead  matter  to  man 
has  been  a  progress  Godwards,  —  not  an  asymptotical  prog- 
ress, but  destined  from  the  beginning  to  furnish  a  point  of 
union ;  and  occupying  that  point  as  true  God  and  true  man, 

—  as  Creator  and  created,  —  we  recognize  the  adorable 
Monarch  of  all  the  future  I 


LECTURE   FOURTH. 

THE  MOSAIC  VISION  OF  CREATION. 

The  history  of  creation  is  introduced  into  the  "  Paradise 
liOst"  as  a  piece  of  narrative,  and  forms  one  of  the  two 
great  episodes  of  the  poem.  Milton  represents  the  com- 
mon &ther  of  the  race  as  '^  led  on"  hj  a  desire  to  know 

"  What  within  Eden  or  without  was  done 
Before  his  memory;" 

and  straightway  Raphael,  "  the  affable  archangel,"  in  com- 
pliance with  the  wish,  enters  into  a  description  of  the  six 
days*  work  of  the  Divine  Creator,  —  a  description  in  which, 
as  Addison  well  remarks,  "  the  whole  energy  of  our  tongue 
is  employed,  and  the  several  great  scenes  of  creation  rise 
up  to  view,  one  after  another,  in  such  a  manner,  that  the 
reader  seems  present  at  this  wonderful  work,  and  to  assist 
among  the  choirs  of  angels  who  are  spectators  of  it."  In 
the  other  great  episode  of  the  poem,  —  that  in  which  the 
more  prominent  changes  which  were  to  happen  in  after  time 
upon  the  earth  are  made  to  pass  before  Adam,  he  is  repre- 
sented as  carried  by  Michael  to  the  top  of  a  great  mountain, 
lofty  as  that  on  which  in  a  long  posterior  age  the  Tempter 
placed  our  Saviour,  and  where  the  coming  events  are 
described  as  rising  up  in  vision  before  him.  In  the  earlier 
episode,  as  in  those  of  the  Odyssey  and  ^neid,  in  which 
heroes  relate  in  the  courts  of  princes  the  story  of  their 
adventures,  there  is  but  narrative  and  description ;  in  the 
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later,  a  series  of  magnificent  pictures,  that  form  and  then 
dissolve  before  the  spectator,  and  comprise,  in  their  vivid 
tints  and  pregnant  outlines,  the  future  history  of  a  world. 
And  one  of  these  two  episodes,  — that  which  relates  to  the 
creation  of  all  things,  —  must  have  as  certainly  had  a  place* 
in  human  history  as  in  the  master  epic  of  England.  Man 
would  have  forever  remained  ignorant  of  many  of  those 
events  related  in  the  opening  chapters  of  Scripture,  which 
took  place  ere  there  was  a  human  eye  to  witness,  or  a  human 
memory  to  record,  had  he  not  been  permitted,  like  Adam 
of  old,  to  hold  intercourse  with  the  intelligences  that  had 
preceded  him  in  creation,  or  with  the  great  Creator  himsell^ 
the  Author  of  them  all ;  and  the  question  has  been  adced 
of  late,  both  in  our  own  country  and  on  the  Continent, 
What  was  the  form  and  nature  of  the  revelation  by  which 
the  pre-Adamic  history  of  the  earth  and  heavens  was  origi- 
nally conveyed  to  man  ?  Was  it  conveyed,  like  the  sublime 
story  of  Raphael,  as  a  piece  of  narrative,  dictated,  mayhap, 
to  the  mspired  penman,  or  miraculously  borne  in  upon  his 
mind?  Or  was  it  conveyed  by  a  succession  of  sublime 
visions  like  that  which  Michael  is  represented  as  calling 
up  before  Adam,  when,  purging  his  "visual  nerves  with 
euphrasy  and  rue,"  he  enabled  him  to  see,  in  a  series  of 
scenes,  the  history  of  his  offspring  from  the  crime  of  Cain 
down  to  the  destruction  of  the  Old  World  by  a  flood  ? 
The  passages  in  which  the  history  of  creaticm  is  recorded 
give  no  intimation  whatever  of  their  own  hbtory ;  and  so 
we  are  left  to  balance  the  probabilities  regarding  the  mode 
and  fonn  in  which  they  were  originally  revealed,  and  to 
found  our  ultimate  conclusions  respecting  them  on  evidence, 
not  dire(*t,  but  circumstantial. 

Tlie  Continental  writers  on  this  curious  subject  may  be 
regarded  as  not  inadequately  represented  by  Dr.  J.  H. 
Kurtz,  Professor  of  Theology  at  Dorpat, — one  of  the  many 
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ingenious  biblicjal  scholars  of  modern  Germany.  We  find 
him  stating  the  question,  in  his  JSibel  und  Aatronomie 
(second  edition,  1849),  with  great  precision  and  clearness, 
but  in  a  manner,  so  far  at  least  as  the  form  of  his  thinking 
is  concerned,  strikingly  characteristic  of  what  may  be  termed 
the  theological  £sisbion  of  his  country  in  the  present  day. 
"  The  source  of  all  human  history,"  he  says,  "  is  ej/e^iffitnesSj 
be  it  that  of  the  reporter,  or  of  another  whose  account  has 
been  handed  down.  Only  what  man  has  himself  seen  or 
experienced  can  be  the  subject  of  man^s  liistorical  composi- 
tions. So  that  history,  so  far  as  man  can  write  it,  can  begin 
with  but  the  point-  at  which  he  has  entered  into  conscious 
existence,  and  end  with  the  moment  that  constitutes  the 
present  time.  Beyond  these  points,  however,  lies  a  great 
province  of  historic  development,  existing  on  the  one  side 
as  the  Past,  on  the  other  side  as  the  Future,  For  when 
man  begins  to  be  an  observer  or  actor  of  history,  he  him- 
self and  the  whole  circumstantials  of  his  condition,  have 
already  come  historically  into  being.  Nor  docs  the  flow  of 
development  stop  with  what  is  his  present.  Millions  of 
iofluences  are  spinning  the  thread  still  on ;  but  no  one  can 
tell  what  the  compound  result  of  all  their  energies  is  to  be. 
Both  these  sorts  of  history,  then,  lie  beyond  the  region 
of  man's  knowledge,  which  is  shut  up  in  space  and  time, 
and  can  only  call  the  present  its  own.  It  is  God  alone  who, 
standing  beyond  and  above  space  and  time,  sees  backwards 
and  forwards  both  the  development  which  preceded  the  first 
present  of  men,  and  that  which  will  succeed  this  our  latest 
present.  Whatever  the  difference  of  the  two  kinds  of  his- 
tory may  be,  they  hold  the  same  position  in  relation  both  to 
the  principle  of  the  human  ignorance  and  the  principle  of 
the  human  knowledge.  The  principle  of  the  ignorance  is 
man's  condition  as  a  creature ;  the  principle  of  the  knowl- 
edge is  the  Divine  knowledge ;  and  the  medium  between 

16 
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ignorance  and  knowledge  is  objectivelj  Divine  revelatioCf 
and  subjectively  prophetic  vision  by  man,  in  which  he  beholds 
with  the  eye  of  the  mind  what  is  shut  and  hid  from  the  eye 
of  his  body."  From  these  premises  Dr.  Kurtz  goes  on  to 
argue  that  the  pre-Adamic  history  of  the  past  being  theologi' 
caUy  in  the  same  category  as  the  yet  undeveloped  history 
of  the  future,  that  record  of  its  leading  events  which  occurs 
in  the  Mosaic  narrative  is  simply  prophecy  described  back- 
wards ;  and  that,  coming  under  the  prophetic  law,  it  ought 
of  consequence  to  be  subjected  to  the  prophetic  rule  of 
exposition.  There  are  some  very  ingenious  reasonings 
employed  in  fortif}dng  this  point ;  and,  after  quoting  from 
Eichhom  a  passage  to  the  effect  that  the  opening  chapter  in 
Genesis  is  much  rather  a  creative  picture  than  a  creative 
history,  and  from  Anmion  to  the  effect  that  the  aiUhor  of 
it  evidently  takes  the  position  of  a  beholder  of  creation, 
the  learned  German  concludes  his  general  statement  by 
remarking,  that  the  scenes  of  the  chapter  are  prophetic 
tableaux,  each  containing  a  leading  phase  of  the  drama  of 
creation.  "  Before  the  eye  of  the  seer,"  he  says,  "  scene 
aft.er  scene  is  unfolded,  until  at  length,  in  the  seven  of  them, 
the  course  of  creation,  in  its  main  momenta^  has  been  ftilly 
represented."  The  revelation  has  every  characteristic  of 
prophecy  by  vision,  —  prophecy  by  eye-witnessing;  and 
may  be  perhaps  best  understood  by  regarding  it  simply  as 
an  exhibition  of  the  actual  phenomena  of  creation  presented 
to  the  mental  eye  of  the  prophet  under  the  ordinary  laws 
of  perspective,  and  truthftiUy  described  by  him  in  the 
simple  language  of  his  time. 

In  our  own  country  a  similar  view  has  been  taken  by  the 
author  of  a  singularly  ingenious  little  work  which  issued 
about  two  years  ago  from  the  press  of  Mr.  Constable  of 
Edinburgh,  "  The  Mosaic  Record  in  Harmony  with  Geol- 
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ogy.*'*  The  writer,  however,  exhibits,  in  dealing  with  his 
subject,  the  characteristic  sobriety  of  the  Anglo-Saxon 
mind ;  and  while  the  leading  features  of  his  theory  agree 
essentially  with  those  of  the  Continental  one,  he  does  not 
press  it  so  far.  In  canvassing  the  form  of  the  revelation 
made  to  Moses  in  the  opening  of  Genesis,  he  discusses  the 
nature  of  the  inspiration  enjoyed  by  that  great  prophet ; 
and  thus  retmnslates  literally  from  the  Hebrew  the  passage 
in  which  thcDiviiie  Being  is  himself  introduced  as  speaking 
direct  on  the  point  in  the  controversy  raised  by  Aaron  and 
Miriam.  "  And  He  [the  Lord]  said,  hear  now  my  words : 
If  he  [Moses]  were  your  prophet  [subordinate,  or  at  least 
not  superior,  to  the  prophetess  and  the  high  priest],  I, 
Jehovah,  in  the  vision  to  him  would  make  myself  known : 
in  the  dream  would  I  speak  to  him.  Not  so  my  sei'vant 
Moses  [God's  prophet,  not  theirs]  ;  in  all  my  house  &ithful 


*  Snch  is  also  the  view  taken  by  the  author  of  a  recently  published  work, 
••The  Genesis  of  the  Earth  and  of  Man."  "Christian  philosophers  have 
been  compelled  to  acknowledge/'  says  this  writer,  "  that  the  Mosaic  ac- 
count of  creation  is  only  reconcilcable  with  demonstrated  facts,  by  its 
being  reganlcd  as  a  record  of  appearances ;  and  if  so,  to  vindicate  the 
truth  of  God,  we  must  consider  it,  so  far  as  the  acta  are  concerned,  as  the 
relation  of  a  revelation  to  the  sights  which  was  sufficient  for  all  its  purposes, 
rather  than  as  one  in  words ;  though  the  words  are  perfectly  true  as  de- 
scribing the  revelation  itself,  and  the  revelation  is  equally  true  as  showing 
man  the  principal  phenomena  which  he  would  have  seen  had  it  been  pos- 
sible for  him  to  be  a  witness  of  the  events.  Further,  if  we  view  the  nar- 
rative as  the  description  of  a  series  of  visions,  while  we  find  it  to  be 
perfectly  reconcilcable  with  the  statement  in  other  parts  of  Scripture,  that 
in  six  days  the  Lord  made  heaven  and  earth,  we  remove,  with  otlier  dif- 
ficulties, the  only  strong  objection  to  the  opinion  of  those  who  regard  the 
'six  days'  as  periods  of  undefinable  duration,  and  who  may  even  I>clieve 
that  we  are  now  in  the  *  seventh  day,*  —  the  day  of  rest  or  of  cessation 
ftom  the  work  of  creation.  Certainly, '  the  day  of  God,'  and  *  the  day  of 
the  Lord,'  and  the  '  thousand  two  hundred  and  threescore  dnys/  of  the 
Revelation  of  St.  John,  and  the  *  seventy  weeks '  in  the  Prophecy  of  Daniel, 
are  not  to  be  understood  in  their  primary  and  natuiol  fie\i&<^s,"  ^m.,  ^^. 
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is  he.  Mouth  to  mouth  do  I  speak  to  him,  and  vision,  bat 
not  in  dark  speeches ;  and  likeness  of  Jehovah  he  beholds.'' 
Moses,  then,  was  favored  with  'Visions  without  dark 
speeches." 

Now,  as  implied  in  the  passage  thus  retranslated,  there 
is  a  grand  distinction  between  symbolic  and  therefore  dark 
visions,  and  visions  not  symbolic  nor  dark.  Visions  ad- 
dressed, as  the  word  indicates,  to  the  eye,  may  be  obviously 
of  a  twofold  character,  —  they  may  be  either,  darker  than 
words,  or  a  great  deal  clearer  than  words.  The  vision,  for 
instance,  of  future  monarchies  which  Daniel  saw  symbolized 
imder  the  form  of  monstrous  animals  had  to  be  explained  in 
words ;  the  vision  of  Peter,  which  led  to  the  general  ad- 
mission of  the  Gentiles  into  the  Christian  Church,  had  also 
virtually  to  be  explained  in  words ;  they  were  both  visions 
of  the  dark  class ;  and  revelation  abounds  in  such.  But 
there  were  also  visions  greatly  clearer  than  words.  Such, 
for  instance,  was  the  vision  of  the  secret  chamber  of  imagery, 
with  its  seventy  men  of  the  ancients  of  Israel  given  over  to 
idolatry,  which  was  seen  by  the  prophet  as  he  sat  in  his 
own  house ;  and  the  vision  of  the  worshippers  of  the  sun  in 
the  inner  court  of  the  temple,  "wdtnessed  from  what  was 
naturally  the  same  impossible  point  of  view;  with  the 
vision  of  the  Jewish  women  in  the  western  gate  "  weeping 
for  Thammuz,"  when,  according  to  JViilton's  noble  version, 

"  Tho  love  talo 
Infected  Sion's  daughters  with  like  heat, 
Whoso  wanton  passions  in  the  sacred  porch 
Ezekiel  saw,  when,  by  the  vision  led, 
His  eye  surveyed  the  dark  idolatries 
Of  alienated  Judah." 

Here,  then,  were  there  visions  of  scenes  actually  taking 
place  at  the  time,  which,  greatly  clearer  than  any  merely 
verbal  description,  substituted  the  seeing  of  tlie  eye  for  the 
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hearing  of  the  ear.  And  visions  of  this  latter  kind  were 
enjoyed,  argues  the  writer  of  this  ingenious  treatise,  by  the 
prophet  Moses, 

One  of  the  cases  adduced  may  be  best  given  in  the 
author's  own  words.  "  Moses,"  he  says,  "  received  direc- 
tions from  God  how  to  proceed  in  constructing  the  Taber- 
nacle and  its  sacred  furniture ;  and  David  also  was  instructed 
how  the  Temple  of  Solomon  should  be  built.  Let  us  hear 
Scripture  regarding  the  nature  of  the  directions  given  to 
these  men :  — 

*  According  unto  the  appearance  piterally  sight,  vision] 
which  the  Lord  had  showed  unto  Moses,  so  he  made  the 
candleatick,'*  —  (Num.  5 :  4.) 

*The  whole  in  uriting^  by  the  hand  of  Jehovah  upon 
me,  he  taught;  the  whole  works  of  the  pattern.'  —  (1 
Chron.  28:  19.) 

"  There  was  thus  a  writing  in  the  case  of  David ;  a^sight 
or  vision  of  the  thing  to  be  made  in  that  of  Moses." 

So  fer  the  author  of  the  Treatise.  He  might  have  added 
further,  that  from  the  nature  of  things,  the  revelation  to 
Moses  in  this  instance  must  have  been  "  dght  or  vision,'* 
i^  indeed,  what  is  not  in  the  least  likely,  the  peculiar  archi- 
tecture and  style  of  ornament  used  in  the  Tabernacle  was 
not  a  borrowed  style,  already  employed  in  the  service  of 
idolatry.  An  old,  long  established  architecture  can  be 
adequately  described  by  speech  or  writing ;  a  new,  original 
architecture  can  be  adequately  described  only  by  pattern 
or  model,  that  is,  by  sight  or  vision.  Any  intelligent  cutter 
in  stone  or  carver  in  wood  could  furnish  to  order,  though 
the  order  were  merely  a  verbal  one,  a  Corinthian  or  Ionic 
capital ;  but  no  such  mechanic,  however  skilful  or  ingenious, 
could  furnish  to  order,  if  unprovided  with  a  pattern  or 
drawing,  a  facsimile  of  one  of  the  ornately  sculptured 
capitals  of  Gloucester  Cathedral  or  York  'MiifiX.et,   ^^ 
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ensure  a  facsimile  in  any  such  case,  the  originals,  or  rep- 
resentations of  them,  would  require  to  be  submitted  to  the 
eye,  —  not  merely  described  to  the  ear.  Nay,  from  the 
example  given  in  the  text,  —  that  of  the  golden  candle- 
stick, —  we  have  an  instance  furnished  in  recent  times  of 
the  utter  inadequacy  of  mere  description  for  the  purposes 
of  the  sculptor  or  artist.  Ever  since  copperplate  engrav- 
ings and  illustrated  Bibles  became  comparatively  common, 
representations  of  the  branched  candlestick  taken  from  the 
written  description  have  been  common  also.  The  candle- 
stick on  the  arch  of  Titus,  though  not  deemed  an  exact 
representation  of  the  original  one  described  in  the  Penta- 
teuch, is  now  regarded,  —  correctly,  it  cannot  be  doubted, 
—  as  at  least  the  nearest  approximation  to  it  extant. 
Public  attention  was  first  drawn  to  this  interesting  piece  of 
sculpture  in  comparatively  modern  times ;  and  it  was  then 
found  that  all  the  previous  representations  taken  from  the 
"wi'itten  description  were  widely  erroneous.  They  only 
served  to  show,  not  the  true  outlines  of  the  golden  candle- 
stick, but  merely  that  inadequacy  of  verbal  description  for 
artistic  purposes  which  must  have  rendered  vi^ioHj  or,  in 
other  words,  optical  representation,  imperative  in  the  case 
of  Moses.  Some  of  our  most  sober  minded  commentatora 
take  virtually  the  ^ame  view  of  this  necessity  of  vision  for 
ensuring  the  production  of  the  true  pattern  of  the  Taber- 
nacle. "  The  Lord,"  says  Thomas  Scott,  "  not  only  directed 
Moses  by  words  how  to  build  the  Tabernacle  and  form  its 
sacred  furniture,  but  showed  him  a  model  exactly  rep- 
resenting the  form  of  every  part,  and  the  proportion  of 
each  to  all  the  rest."  There  must  have  been  clear  optical 
vision  in  the  case,  — "  vision  without  dark  speeches." 
Such,  too,  was  the  character  of  other  of  the  Mosaic  visions, 
besides  that  of  the  "  pattern "  seen  in  the  Mount.  The 
burning  bush,  for  instance,  was  a  vision  addressed  to  the 
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eye ;  and  seemed  to  come  ao  palpably  andcr  the  ordinary 
optical  laws,  tliat  the  prophet  drew  near  to  examine  the 
extraordinary  phonomena  which  it  exhibited. 

The  visual  or  optical  character  of  some  of  the  revelations 
made  to  Moses  thus  established,  the  writer  goes  on  to 
itiquira  whether  that  special  revelation  which  exhibits  the 
^generations  of  the  heavens  and  earth  in  their  order  was 
not  a  visual  revelation  also.  "Were  the  words  that  Moses 
wrote,"  he  asks,  "merely  impressed  upon  his  mind?  Did 
he  hold  the  pen,  and  another  dictate?  Or  did  he  see  in 
vision  the  scenes  that  he  describes?  The  freshness  and 
point  of  the  narrative,"  he  continues,  "  the  freedom  of  the 
description,  and  the  imlikelihood  that  Moses  was  an  im- 
tbmking  machine  in  the  composition,  all  indicate  that  he 
saw  in  vision  what  he  has  here  giien  ns  in  writing.  Ife  is 
describing  from  actual  observation."  The  writer  remarks 
in  an  earlier  portion  of  his  treatise,  that  all  who  have 
adopted  the  theory  advocated  in  the  previous  lecture, — 
the  "  Two  Kecorda,"  which  was,  I  may  state,  published  in 
8  separate  form,  ere  the  apj>cnraitce  of  his  work,  and  which 
he  does  me  the  honor  of  largely  quoting, — go  upon  the 
EOpposition  that  things  during  the  Alosaic  days  are  de- 
scribed as  they  would  appear  to  the  eye  of  one  placed 
upon  earth  ;  and  he  argues  that,  as  no  man  existed  in  those 
distant  ages,  a  reason  must  be  assigned  for  this  popular 
view  of  creation  which  the  record  is  rightly  assumed  to 
take.  And  certainly,  if  it  was  in  reality  a  view  described 
from  actual  vision,  the  fact  would  form  of  itself  an  ade- 
quate reason.  What  man  had  actually  seen,  though  but 
in  dream  or  picture,  would  of  course  bo  described  aa  seen 
hy  man:  like  all  human  history,  it  would,  to  borrow  from 
Kurtz,  be  founded  on  eye-witnessing;  and  the  fiict  that  the  ' 
Mosiuc   record   of   creation    is    ajjjxirenlli/  thus  founded, 


18S  THE  MOSAIC  VISION 

affords  a  strong  presumption  that  it  was  in  reality  revealed^ 
not  by  dictation,  but  by  vision. 

Nor,  be  it  remembered,  ha^  the  recognition  of  a  purdy 
optical  character  in  the  revelation  been  restricted  to  the 
assertion  of  any  one  theory  of  reconciliation.  It  was  as 
certainly  held  by  Chalmers  and  Dr.  Pye  Smith,  as  by  Dr. 
Kurtz  and  the  author  of  this  treatise ;  nay,  it  has  been 
recognized  by  not  a  few  of  their  opponents  also.  Gran- 
ville Penn,  for  instance,  does  not  scruple  to  avow  his  beliei^ 
in  his  elaborate  "  Estimate  of  the  Mhieral  and  Mosaic  Gre- 
ologies,"  that  both  sun  and  moon  were  created  on  the  first 
day  of  creation,  though  they  did  not  become  "  optically 
visible  "  until  the  fourth.  "  In  truth,  that  the  fourth  day 
only  rendered  visible  the  sidereal  creation  of  the  fii'st  day, 
is  manifested,"  he  says,  "  by  collating  the  transactions  of 
the  two  days.  On  the  first  day,"  we  are  told  generally, 
*God  divided  the  light,  or  day,  and  the  darkness,  or 
night ; '  but  the  physical  agents  which  he  employed  for 
that  division  are  not  there  declared.  On  the  fourth  day, 
we  ai*e  told  referentially,  '  God  commanded  the  lights 
[or  luminaries]  for  dividing  day  and  night,  to  give  their 
light  ui>on  earth.'  Here,  then,  it  is  evident  from  the 
retrospective  implication  of  the  latter  description,  that 
the  lights  or  luminaries  for  dividing  day  and  night,  which 
were  to  give  their  light  upon  the  earth  for  the  first  time 
on  the  fourth  day,  were  the  unexpressed  physical  agents 
by  which  God  divided  the  day  and  night  on  the  first  day." 
Now,  whatever  may  be  thought  of  JVIr.  Penn's  argimient 
here,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  demonstrates  at  least 
liis  own  belief  in  the  purely  optical  character  of  the  Mosaic 
account  of  the  sidereal  creation.  It  is  an  account,  he  held, 
not  of  what  God  wrought  on  the  first  day  in  the  heavens, 
but  of  what  a  human  eye  would  have  seen  on  the  fourth 
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day  from  the  earth.  And  Moses  Stuart,  in  his  philological 
assault  on  the  geologists,  is  scarce  less  expUcit  in  his  avowal 
of  a  similar  belief.  "  Every  one  sees,"  he  says,  "  that  to 
speak  of  the  sun  as  rising  and  setting,  is  to  describe,  in 
common  parlance,  what  appears  optically^  that  is,  to  our 
sensible  view,  as  reality.  But  the  liistory  of  creation  is 
a  different  affair.  In  one  respect,  indeed,  there  is  a  re- 
semblance. The  historian  everywhere  speaks  as  an  optical 
observer  stationed  on  a  point  of  our  worlds  and  surveying 
from  this  tJie  Jieavens  and  tlie  earthy  and  speaking  of  theni 
as  seen  in  this  mamier  by  his  bodily  eye.  The  sun,  and 
moon,  and  stars,  are  servants  of  the  eartli,  lighted  up  to 
garnish  and  to  cheer  it,  and  to  be  the  guardians  of  its  times 
and  seasons.  Other  uses  he  knows  not  for  them :  certainly 
of  other  uses  he  does  not  speak.  The  distances,  magni- 
tudes, orbicular  motions,  gravitating  powers,  and  projectile 
forces  of  the  planets  and  of  the  stars,  are  all  out  of  the 
circle  of  his  history,  and  probably  beyond  his  knowledge. 
Inspiration  does  not  make  men  omniscient.  It  does  not 
teach  them  the  scientific  truths  of  astronomy,  or  chemistr}', 
or  botany,  nor  any  science  as  such.  Inspiration  is  con- 
cerned with  teaching  religions  truths,  and  such  Ihcts  or 
occurrences  as  are  connected  immediately  with  illustrating, 
or  with  impressing  them  on  the  mind."  Thus  far  Dr. 
Stuart  and  Mr.  Penn,  —  men  whose  evidence  on  this  special 
head  must  be  sufficient  to  show  that  it  is  not  merely  geolo- 
gists who  have  recognized  an  optical  or  visual  character  in 
the  Mosaic  history  of  creation.  And  certainly  the  infer- 
ence deduced  from  the  admitted  fact^  that  is,  the  inference 
that  the  optical  description  must  have  been  founded  on  a 
revelation  addressed  to  the  eye, —  a  revelation  by  vision, — 
does  seem  a  fair  and  legitimate  one.  The  revelation  must 
have  been  either  a  revelation  in  words  or  ideas,  or  a  reve^ 
lation  of  scenes  and  events  pictorially  ex\\TX>\\.^^»   "^t^\\\^-> 
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however,  to  record  its  own  history,  it  leaves  the  student 
equally  at  liberty,  so  far  as  extevmal  evidence  is  concerned, 
to  take  up  either  view ;  while,  so  far  as  internal  evidence 
goes,  the  presumption  seems  all  in  fiivor  of  revelation  by 
vision;  for,  while  no  reason  can  be  assigned  why,  in  a 
revelation  by  word  or  idea,  appearances  which  took  place 
ere  there  existed  a  human  eye  should  be  opticaUy  de- 
scribed, nothing  can  be  more  natural  or  obvious  than  that 
they  should  be  so  described,  had  they  been  revealed  by 
vision  as  a  piece  of  eye-witnessing.  .  It  seems,  then,  at  least 
eminently  probable  that  such  was  the  mode  or  form  of  the 
revelation  in  this  case,  and  that  he  who  saw  by  vision  on 
the  Mount  the  pattern  of  the  Tabernacle  and  its  sacred 
furniture,  and  in  the  Wilderness  of  Horeb  the  bush  burn- 
ing but  not  consumed,  —  types  and  symbols  of  the  coming 
dispensation  and  of  its  Divine  Author,  —  saw  also  by 
vision  the  pattern  of  those  successive  pre-Adamic  creations, 
animal  and  vegetable,  through  which  our  world  was  fitted 
up  as  a  place  of  human  habitation.  •  The  reason  why  the 
dmma  of  creation  has  been  opticaUy  described  seems  to  be, 
that  it  was  in  reaUty  visiojially  revealed. 

A  further  question  still  remains :  If  the  revelation  was  by 
vision,  that  circumstance  affords  of  itself  a  satisfactory 
reason  why  the  description  should  be  optical ;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  since  the  description  is  decidedly  optical^  the 
presumption  is  of  course  strong  thai  the  revelation  was  by 
vision.  But  why,  it  may  be  asked,  by  vision  ?  Can  tlie 
presumption  be  yet  further  strengthened  by  showing  that 
this  visual  mode  or  form  was  preferable  to  any  other  ?  Can 
there  be  a  reason,  in  fine,  assigned  for  the  reason^  —  for 
that  revelation  by  vision  which  accounts  for  the  optical 
character  of  the  description  ?  The  question  is  a  difficult 
one ;  but  I  think  there  can.  There  seems  to  be  a  peculiar 
fitness  in  a  revelation  made  by  vision,  for  conveying  an 
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account  of  creation  to  various  tribes  and  peoples  of  various 
degrees  of  acquirement,  and  throughout  a  long  course  of 
agea  in  which  the  knowledge  of  the  heavenly  bodies  or  of  the 
eartii's  history,  that  ie,  the  Bciencesof  astronomy  and  geol- 
ogy, did  not  at  first  exist,  but  in  which  ultimately  they  came 
to  be  studied  and  known.  We  must  recognize  such  a  mode 
as  equally  fitted  for  the  earlier  and  the  more  modem  times, 
—  for  the  ages  anterior  to  the  rise  of  science,  and  the  ages 
l>osterior  to  its  rise.  The  prophet,  hy  describing  what  ho 
had  actually  seen  in  language  fitted  to  the  ideas  of  his  time, 
would  shock  no  previously  existing  prejudice  that  had  been 
founded  on  the  apparent  evidence  of  the  senses;  he  could 
as  safely  describe  the  moon  as  the  second  great  light  of 
creation,  as  he  conld  the  sun  as  its  first  great  light,  and  both, 
too,  as  equally  subordinate  to  the  planet  which  we  inhabit. 
On  the  other  hand,  an  enlightened  age,  when  it  had  come 
to  discover  this  key  to  tiie  description,  would  find  it  opti- 
cally tnic  in  all  its  details.  But  how  differently  would  not 
a  revelation  have  fared.  In  at  least  the  earlier  time,  that  was 
Btrictjy  scientific  in  its  details,  —  a  revelation,  for  instance, 
of  the  great  truth  demonstrated  by  Galileo,  that  the  enn 
rests  in  the  centre  of  the  heavens,  while  the  apparently 
immoveable  earth  sweeps  with  giddy  velocity  around  itj 
or  of  the  great  truth  demonstrated  by  Kewton,  that  our 
ponderous  planet  is  kept  from  falling  oiT  into  empty  space 
by  the  operation  of  the  same  law  that  impels  a  descending 
pebble  towards  the  ground !  A  great  miracle  WTought  in 
proof  of  the  truth  of  the  revelation  might  serve  to  enforce 
the  belief  of  it  on  the  generation  to  whom  it  had  been 
given;  but  the  generations  that  followed,  to  whom  the 
miracle  would  exist  as  a  piece  of  mere  testimony,  would 
credit,  in  preference,  the  apparently  surer  evidence  of  their 
senses,  and  become  unbelievers.  They  ivouid  act,  all  unwit- 
tingly, on  the  principle  of  Hiime's  famous  argument,  and 
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prefer  to  rest  rather  on  their  own  experienee  of  the  great 
phenomena  of  nature,  than  on  the  doubtful  testimony  of 
their  ancestors,  i-educed  in  the  lapse  of  ages  to  a  dim, 
attenuated  tradition.  Nor  would  a  geological  revelaticm 
have  fiired  better,  in  at  least  those  periods  intermediate 
between  the  darker  and  more  scientific  ages,  in  which 
ingenious  men,  somewhat  skeptical  in  their  leanings,  cultivate 
literature,  and  look  do>vn  rather  superciliously  on  the  igiio-  * 
ranee  and  barbai'ism  of  the  past.  What  would  skeptics  such 
as  Hobbes  and  Hume  have  said  of  an  opcnmg  chapter  in  Gene- 
sis that  would  describe  successive  periods, — first  of  mol- 
lusc^ star-lilies,  and  crustaceans,  next  of  fishes,  next  of  rep- 
tiles and  birds,  then  of  mammals,  and  finally  of  man ;  and 
that  would  minutely  portray  a  period  in  which  there  were 
lizards  bulkier  than  elephants,  reptilian  whales  furnished 
with  necks  slim  and  long  as  the  bodies  of  great  snakes,  and 
flying  dragons,  whose  spread  of  wing  greatly  more  than 
doubled  that  of  the  larccest  bird  ?  The  world  would  assur- 
edly  not  receive  such  a  revelation.  Nor,  further,  have 
scientific  facts  or  principles  been  revealed  to  man  which  he 
has  been  furnished  with  the  ability  of  obser\ing  or  discover- 
ing for  himself.  It  is  according  to  the  economy  of  revelation, 
that  the  truths  which  it  exhibits  sliould  be  of  a  kind  which, 
lying  beyond  the  reach  of  his  ken,  he  himself  could  never 
have  elicited.  From  every  view  of  the  case,  then,  a  pro- 
phetic exhibition  of  the  pre-Adamie  scenes  and  events  by 
vi^don  seems  to  be  the  one  best  suited  for  the  opening  chai>- 
ters  of  a  revelation  vouchsafed  for  the  accomplishment  of 
moral,  not  scientific  purposes,  and  at  once  destined  to  be 
contemporary  with  every  stage  of  civilization,  and  to  address 
Itself  to  minds  of  every  various  calibre,  and  every  different 
degree  of  enlightenment. 

The  statement  of  Dr.  Kurtz,  that  as  vision  of  pre-Adamie 
history  comes  mider  the  samo  laws  as  vision  of  history  still 
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fntui-c,  il  ought  therefore  to  be  rertd  by  the  same  rules, 
L-raves  reflection.  "  Since  the  source  of  knowledge  for  both 
kinds  of  history,"  we  find  him  Baying,  "and  not  only  the 
source,  but  the  means,  and  manner,  and  way  of  coming  to 
know,  b  the  same,  viz.,  the  eyewitness  of  the  prophet's 
mental  eye,  it  follows  that  the  historical  representation 
which  he  who  thus  conies  to  know,  projects  [or  portrays], 
In  virtue  of  this  eye-witnesfing  of  his,  holds  the  same 
relation  to  the  reality  in  both  the  cases  we  speak  o^  and 
must  be  subjected  to  the  same  laws  of  exposition.  We 
thus  g?t  this  very  important  rule  of  interpretation,  viz.,  that 
the  representations  of  pi'e-human  events,  which  rest  upon 
reTcl.ttion,  are  to  be  handled  from  the  same  point  of  view, 
and  c\]K>unded  by  the  s.imc  laws,  as  the  prophecies  and 
reju-escntations  of  future  times  and  events,  which  also  rest 
ujK)n  revelation.  This,  then,  is  the  only  proper  point  of 
view  for  scicntifio  exposition  of  the  Mosaic  history  of  cre- 
ation; that  is  to  say,  if  we  acknowledge  that  it  proceeded 
from  Divine  revelation,  not  from  philosophic  speculation  or 
experimental  investigation,  or  from  the  ideas  of  reflecting 
men."  There  is  certainly  food  for  thought  in  this  striking 
and  original  view ;  and  there  is  at  least  one  simple  rule  of 
prophetic  exposition  wliich  may  bo  applied  to  the  pre-Adamio 
history,  in  accordance  with  the  prinaple  which  it  suggests. 
After  all  that  a  scientific  theology  has  done  for  the  right 
interpretation  of  prophecy,  we  find  the  prediction  always 
best  read  by  the  light  of  its  accomplishment.  The  event 
which  it  foretold  forms  its  true  key ;  and  when  this  key  is 
wanting,  all  is  uncertainty.  The  past  is  comparatively  clear. 
The  hieroglyphic  forms  which  crowd  the  anterior  portions 
of  the  prophetic  tablet  are  found  wonderfully  to  harmonize 
(men  such  as  the  profound  Newton  being  the  judges)  witi 
those  great  historic  events,  already  become  mall  r  of  his- 
Ury,  which  they  foreshadowed  and  symbolized ;  but,  on  the 
17 
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other  hand,  the  hieroglyphics  which  occupy  the  tablet's 
posterior  portion, — the  liioroglyphics  that  symbolize  events 
still  future,  —  are  invincibly  difficult  and  inexplicable.  I 
have  read  several  works  on  prophecy  produced  in  the  last 
age,  in  which  the  writers  were  bold  enough  to  quit  the  clue 
with  which  history  furnishes  the  student  of  fullilled  proph- 
ecy, and,  with  the  prophecies  yet  unfultilled  as  their 
guide,  to  plunge  into  a  troubled  sea  of  speculation  regarding 
the  history  of  the  future.  And  I  have  found  that  in  every 
instance  they  were  deplorably  at  fault  regarding  even  the 
events  that  were  nearest  at  hand  at  the  time.  History  is 
thus  the  surest  interpreter  of  the  revealed  prjophecies  which 
referred  to  events  posterior  to  the  times  of  the  prophet. 
In  what  shall  we  find  the  surest  interpretation  of  the 
revealed  prophecies  that  referred  to  events  afUerior  to  his 
time?  In  what  light,  or  on  what  principle,  shall  we  most 
correctly  read  the  prophetic  drama  of  creation  ?  In  the 
light,  I  reply,  of  scientific  discovery,  —  on  the  principle  that 
the  clear  and  certain  must  be  accepted,  when  attainable,  as 
the  proper  exponents  of  the  doubtful  and  obscure.  What 
fully  developed  history  is  to  the  prophecy  which  of  old 
looked  forwards,  fully  developed  science  is  to  the  prophecy 
which  of  old  looked  backwards.  Scarce  any  one  will  ques- 
tion whether  that  portion  of  the  creation  drama  which  deals 
with  the  heavenly  bodies  ought  to  be  read  in  the  light  of 
established  astronomic  discovery  or  no ;  for,  save  by  per- 
haps a  few  of  Father  Cullen's  monks,  who  can  still  hold 
that  the  sun  moves  round  the  earth,  and  is  only  six  feet  in 
diameter,  all  theologians  have  now  received  the  astronomic 
doctrines,  and  know  that  they  rest  upon  a  basis  at  least  as 
certain  as  any  of  the  historic  events  symbolized  in  fulfilled 
prophecy.  And  were  we  to  challenge  for  the  established 
geologic  doctrines  a  similar  place  and  position  with  respect 
to  those  portions  of  the  drama  which  deal  with  the  two 
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(^eat  kingdoms  of  nature,  plant  and  animal,  ^'c  might  safely 
do  so  in  the  belief  that  the  claim  will  be  one  day  as  univer- 
sally recognized  as  the  astronomic  ooe  is  now. 

On  this  principle  there  may,  of  course,  be  portions  of  the 
prophetic  pre-Adamic  past  of  as  doubtful  interpretation  at 
the  present  time,  from  the  imperfect  development  of  physical 
science,  as  is  any  portion  of  the  prophetic  future  from  the 
imperfect  development  of  historic  events.  The  science 
necessary  to  the  interprot.ation  of  the  one  may  be  as  cer- 
tainly still  to  discover  as  the  events  necessary  to  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  other  may  be  still  to  take  place.  Three 
centuries  have  not  yot  passed  since  astronomic  science  was 
sufficiently  developed  to  form  a  true  key  to  the  various 
notices  of  the  heavenly  bodies  ivhiLli  occur  in  Scripture; 
among  the  othoi'S,  to  the  notice  of  their  final  ajipearance  OD 
the  fovrth  day  of  cication.  Little  more  than  half  a  century 
has  yet  passed  since  geologic  science  was  sufKciently  devel- 
oped to  influence  the  inter|)retation  given  of  tlio  three  other 
days'  work.  And  respecting  the  work  of  at  least  the  first 
and  second  days,  more  especially  that  of  the  second,  we  can 
■till  but  vaguely  guess.  The  science  necessary  to  the  right 
nnderstanding  of  these  portions  of  the  prophetic  record  has 
still,  it  would  seem,  to  be  developed,  if,  indeed,  it  be  destined 
at  all  to  exist ;  and  at  present  we  can  indulge  in  but  doubtful 
surmises  regarding  them.  What  may  bo  termed  the  three 
geologic  days,  —  the  third,  fiflh,  and  sixth,  —  may  be  held 
to  h.ive  extended  over  those  Carboniferous  periods  during 
which  the  great  plants  were  created,  —  OAer  those  Ootitio 
and  Cretacious  periods  during  which  the  great  sea  monsters 
and  birds  were  created,  —  and  over  those  Tertiary  periods 
during  which  the  great  terrestrial  mammals  were  created. 
For  the  intervening  or  fourth  day  we  have  that  wide  space 
represented  by  the  Permian  and  Triassic  periods,  which, 
leflB  (xmepicnons  in  their  floras  thaa  the  period  that  went 
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immediately  before,  and  less  conspicnoos  in  their  fiiunas 
than  the  penods  that  came  immediately  after,  were  marked 
by  the  decline,  and  ultimate  extinction,  of  the  Palaeozoic 
forms,  and  the  first  partially  developed  beginnings  of  the 
Secondary  ones.  And  for  the  first  and  second  days  there 
remain  the  great  Azoic  period,  during  which  the  immensely 
developed  gneisses,  mica  schists,  and  primary  clay  slates, 
were  deposited,  and  the  two  extended  periods  represented 
by  the  Silurian  and  Old  Red  Sandstone  systems.  These, 
taken  together,  exhaust  the  geologic  scale,  and  may  be 
named  in  their  order  as,  firsts  the  Azoic  day  or  period ; 
second^  the  Silurian  and  Old  Red  Sandstone  day  or  period ; 
thirclt  the  Carboniferous  day  or  period ;  fourth^  the  Permian 
and  Triassic  day  or  period  ;  Jifth^  the  Oolitic  and  Cretaceous 
day  or  period ;  and  sixths  the  Tertiary  day  or  period.  Let 
us  attempt  conceiving  how  they  might  have  appeared  pic- 
torially,  if  revealed  in  a  series  of  visions  to  Moses,  as  the 
successive  scenes  of  a  great  air-drawn  panorama. 

During  the  Azoic  period,  ere  life  appears  to  have  begun 
on  our  planet,  the  temperature  of  the  earth's  crust  seems  to 
have  been  so  liigh,  that  the  strata,  at  first  deposited  ai)i>ar- 
ently  in  water,  passed  into  a  semi-fluid  state,  became 
strangely  waved  and  contorted,  and  assumed  m  its  com- 
position a  highly  crystalline  character.  Such  is  peculiarly 
the  case  with  the  fundamental  or  gneiss  deposits  of  the 
period.  In  the  overlying  mica  schist  there  is  still  much  of 
contortion  and  disturbance ;  whereas  the  clay  slate,  which 
lies  over  all,  gives  evidence,  in  its  more  mechanical  texture, 
and  the  regularity  of  its  strata,  that  a  gradual  refrigeration 
of  the  general  mass  had  been  taking  place,  and  that  the 
close  of  the  Azoic  period  was  comparatively  quiet  and  cool. 
Let  us  suppose  that  during  the  earlier  part  of  this  period 
of  excessive  heat  the  waters  of  the  ocean  had  stood  at  the 
boiling  point  even  at  the  suiface,  and  much  higher  in  the 
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profeaoder  depths,  and  further,  that  the  half-molten  cmst 
of  the  e&rth,  Htretched  out  over  a  molten  abyss,  was  so  thin 
that  it  conld  not  support,  save  for  a  short  time,  after  some 
con^1ll8ion,  even  a  small  island  above  the  sea  level.  What, 
in  such  circumstances,  would  bo  the  aspect  of  the  scene, 
optically  exhibited  from  some  point  in  space  elevated  a  few 
hundred  yards  over  the  sea  ?  It  would  he  simply  a  blank, 
in  which  the  mtensest  glow  of  fire  would  fail  to  be  seen  at 
a  few  yards'  distance.  An  inconsiderable  escape  of  steam 
from  the  safety-valve  of  a  railway  engine  forms  so  thick  s 
screen,  that,  as  it  lingers  for  a  moment,  in  the  passing, 
opposite  the  carriage  windows,  the  i>aasengers  fail  to 
discern  through  it  the  landscape  beyond.  A  continuous 
stratum  of  steam,  then,  that  attained  to  the  height  of  even 
our  present  atmosphere,  would  wrap  up  the  earth  in  a 
darkness  gross  and  palpable  as  that  of  Egypt  of  old, — a 
darkness  through  which  even  a  single  ray  of  light  would 
fidl  to  penetrate.  And  beneath  this  thick  canopy  the  un- 
seen deep  would  literally  "boil  aa  a  pot,"  wildly  tempested 
from  below ;  while  from  time  to  time  more  deeply  seated 
convulsion  would  upheave  endden  to  the  surface  vast  tracts 
of  semi-molten  rock,  soon  again  to  disappear,  and  from 
which  waves  of  bulk  cnoi-mous  would  roll  outwards,  to 
meet  in  wild  conflict  with  the  giant  waves  of  other  convul- 
sions, or  return  to  hiss  and  sputter  against  the  intensely 
heated  and  fast  foundei'ing  mass,  whoso  liolent  uplieaval 
had  first  elevated  and  sent  them  abroad.  Such  would  bo 
the  probable  state  of  things  during  the  times  of  the  earlier 
gneiss  and  mica  schist  deposits,  —  times  burled  deep  in 
that  chaotic  night  or  "evening"  which  must  have  eon- 
tinned  to  exist  for  mayhap  many  ages  after  that  beginning 
of  thingajn  which  God  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth, 
and  which  preceded  the  first  day.  To  a  hum;ni  eye  sta- 
tioned within  the  olond,  all,  as  I  have  said,  must  have  been 
17* 


193  THE  MOSAIC  VISION 

thick  darkness:  to  eyes  Divine,  that  could  have  looked 
through  the  enveloping  haze,  the  appearance  would  have 
been  that  described  by  Milton,  as  seen  by  angel  and  arch- 
angel at  the  beginning  of  creation,  when  from  the  gates  of 
heaven  they  looked  down  upon  chaos :  — 

*'  On  heavenly  ground  they  stood,  and  from  the  shore 
They  viewed  the  vast  immca^surable  abyss. 
Outrageous  as  a  sea,  dark,  wasteful,  wild. 
Up  from  the  bottom  turned  by  furious  heat 
And  surging  waves,  as  mountains  to  assault 
Heaven's  height,  and  with  the  centre  mix  the  pole." 

At  length,  however,  as  the  earth's  surface  gradually 
cooled  dowTi,  and  the  enveloping  waters  sunk  to  a  lower 
temperature,  —  let  us  suppose,  during  the  latter  times  of 
the  mica  schist,  and  the  earlier  times  of  the  clay  slate,  — 
the  steam  atmospfiere  would  become  less  dense  and  thick, 
and  at  length  the  rays  of  the  sun  would  struggle  through, 
at  first  doubtfully  and  diffused,  forming  a  faint  twilight, 
but  gradually  strengthening  as  the  latter  ages  of  the  slate 
formation  passed  away,  until,  at  the  close  of  the  great 
pnmary  period,  day  and  night,  —  the  one  still  dim  and 
grAy,  the  other  wrapped  in  a  pall  of  thickest  darkness,  — 
would  succeed  each  other  as  now,  as  the  earth  revolved  on 
its  axis,  and  the  unseen  luminary  rose  high  over  the  cloud 
in  the  east,  or  sunk  in  the  west  beneath  the  undefined  and 
murky  horizon.  And  here  again  the  optical  appearance 
would  be  exactly  that  described  by  Milton :  — 


« t 


Let  there  be  light,'  said  God,  and  forthwith  light 
Ethereal,  first  of  things,  quintessence  pure. 
Sprung  from  the  deep,  and  fh>m  her  native  east 
To  journey  through  the  airy  gloom  began. 
Sphered  in  a  radiant  cloud,  for  yet  the  sun 
Was  not:  she  in  a  cloudy  tabernacle 
Sojourned  the  while.    God  saw  the  light  was  goodi 
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And  light  tiom  dariuteu  bf  the  hemlaphere 
Divideil :  light  ihe  day,  and  darkne&s  nlRht, 
Ho  naaed.    ThU  waa  the  first  day,  eren  and  mom." 

The  second  day's  work  has  been  interpreted  varioualy, 
according  to  the  generally  received  science  of  the  times  of 
the  various  commentators  who  have  dealt  with  it.  Even 
in  Milton,  though  the  great  poet  rejected  the  earlier  idea 
of  a  solid  fii-mament,  we  find  prominence  given  to  that  of  a 
vast-hoUow  sphere  of  "circumfluous  watei-s,"  which,  by 
encircling  the  atmosphere,  kept  aloof  the  "  fierce  extremes 
of  chaos."  Later  commentators,  such  as  the  late  Drs. 
Kitto  and  Fyo  Smith,  hold  that  the  Scriptural  analogue 
of  the  ^firmament  here  —  by  the  way,  a  Greek,  not  a 
Hebrew  idea,  first  introduced  into  the  Septuagint  —  was  in 
re^ty  simply  the  atmosphere  with  its  clouds.  "The 
historian"  [Moses],  says  Dr.  Kitto,  "-speaks  as  thmgs 
would  have  appeared  to  a  spectator  at  the  time  of  the 
creation.  A  portion  of  the  heavy  watery  vapor  had  flown 
into  the  upper  regions,  and  rested  there  in  dense  clouds, 
which  still  obscured  the  sun ;  while  below,  the  whole  earth 
was  covered  with  water.  Thus  we  see  the  propriety  with 
which  the  firmament  is  said  to  have  divided  the  waters 
from  the  waters."  It  is  certainly  probable  that  in  a  vision 
of  creation  the  atmospheric  phenomena  of  the  second  groat 
act  of  the  creation  drama  might  have  stood  out  with  much 
greater  prominence  to  the  prophetic  eye  placed  in  the 
circumstances  of  a  natural  one,  than  any  of  its  other  ap- 
pearances. The  invertebrate  life  of  the  Silurian  peiiod,  or 
even  the  ichthyic  life  of  the  earlier  Old  Red  Sandstone 
period,  must  have  been  comparatively  inconspicuous  from 
any  8u1>>aerial  point  of  view  elevated  but  a  few  hundred 
feet  over  the  sea  level.  Even  the  few  islets  of  the  latter 
ages  of  the  period,  with  their  ferns,  Icpidodendra,  and 
coniferous   trees,   forming,  as    they    did,  an    exceptional 
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feature  in  these  ages  of  vast  oceans,  and  of  organisms  all  but 
exclusively  marine,  may  have  well  been  excluded  from  a 
representative  diorama  that  exhibited  optically  the  grand 
characteristics  of  the  time.  Further,  it  seems  equally 
probable  that  the  intix)duction  of  organized  existence  on 
our  planet  was  preceded  by  a  change  in  the  atmospheric 
conditions  which  had  obtained  during  the  previous  pedod, 
in  which  the  earth  had  been  a  desert  and  empty  void.  We 
know  that  just  before  the  close  of  the  Sihirian  ages  terres- 
trial plants  had  appeared,  and  that  before  the  close  of  the 
Old  Red  Sandstone  ages,  air-breathing  animals  had  been 
produced;  and  inter  that  the  atmosphere  in  which  both 
could  have  existed  must  have  been  considerably  different 
from  that  which  lay  dark  and  heavy  over  the  bare  hot 
rocks,  and  tenantless,  steam-emitting  seas,  of  the  pi-evious 
time.  Under  a  gray,  oi>aqiie  sky,  in  which  neither  sun  nor 
moon  api)ear,  we  are  not  unfrequcntly  presented  with  a 
varied  drapery  of  clouds,  —  a  drapery  varied  in  form, 
though  not  in  color:  bank  often  seems  piled  over  bank, 
shaded  beneath  and  lighter  above;  or  the  whole  breaks 
into  dappled  cloudlets,  which  bear  —  to  borrow  from  the 
poetic  description  of  Bloomfield  —  the  "beauteous  sem- 
blance of  a  flock  at  rest."  And  if  such  aerial  draperies 
appeared  in  this  early  period,  with  the  clear  space  between 
them  and  the  earth  which  we  so  oft;en  see  in  gray,  sunless 
days,  the  optical  aspect  must  have  been  wddely  different 
from  that  of  the  previous  time,  in  which  a  dense  vaporous 
fog  lay  heavy  upon  rock  and  sea,  and  extended  from  the 
earth's  surface  to  the  upper  heights  of  the  atmosphere. 

The  third  day's  vision  seems  to  be  more  purely  geological 
in  its  character  than  either  of  the  previous  two.  Extensive 
tracts  of  dry  land  appear,  and  there  springs  up  over  them, 
at  the  Divine  conmiand,  a  rank  vegetation.  And  we  know 
that  what  seems  to  be  the  correspondmg  Carboniferous 
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period,  unlike  any  of  the  preceding  ones,  was  remarkable 
for  its  great  tracts  of  terrestnal  sur&ce,  and  for  its  extra- 
ordinary flora.  For  the  first  time  dry  land,  and  organized 
bodies  at  once  bulky  enough,  and  exhibited  in  a  medium 
clear  enough,  to  render  them  conspicuous  objects  in  a  dis- 
tant prospect,  appear  in  the  Mosaic  drama ;  and  we  still 
find  at  once  evidence  of  the  existence  of  extensive  though 
apparently  very  flat  lands,  and  the  remains  of  a  wonder- 
ftilly  gigantic  and  abundant  vegetation,  in  what  appear  to 
be  the  rocks  of  this  period.  Tlie  vision  of  the  fourth  day, 
like  that  of  the  second,  pertained  not  to  the  earth,  but  to 
the  heavens/  the  sun,  moon,  and  stars  become  visible,  and 
form  the  sole  subjects  of  the  prophetic  description.  And 
just  as,  during  the  second  period,  the  earth  would  in  all 
probability  have  failed  to  funiish  any  feature  of  mark 
enough  to  divert  a  human  eye  placed  on  a  command- 
ing station  from  the  c()nsj)icuous  atmosj^heric  phenom- 
ena of  the  time,  so  it  seems  equally  probable  that  during 
this  fourth  period  it  would  have  failed  to  furnish  any 
feature  of  mark  enough  to  divert  a  human  eye  from  the 
still  more  conspicuous  celestkd  phenomena  of  the  time. 
As  has  been  already  incidentally  remarked,  the  Permian 
and  Triassic  periods  were  "  epochs "  —  to  employ  the 
language  of  the  late  Professor  Edward  Forbes  — "  of 
great  poverty  of  production  of  generic  types."  On  the 
other  hand,  the  appearance  for  the  first  time  of  sun,  moon, 
and  stars,  must  have  formed  a  scene  well  suited  to  divert 
the  attention  of  the  seer  from  every  other.  Nor  (as  has 
been  somewhat  rashly  argued  by  Dr.  Kitto  and  several 
others)  does  it  seem  irrational  to  hold  that  three  very 
extended  periods  should  have  elapsed  ere  the  sidereal 
heavens  became  visible  on  earth.  Addison's  popular  illus* 
tration,  drawn  from  one  of  the  calculations  of  Newton, 
made  in  an  age  when  comets  were  believed  to  be  solid 
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bodies,  rendered  the  reading  public  familiar,  considerably 
more  than  a  century  ago,  with  the  vast  time  which  large 
bodies  greatly  heated  would  take  in  cooling.  "  According 
to  Sir  Isaac  Newton's  calculation,"  said  the  exquisitely 
classical  essayist,  "  the  comet  that  made  its  appearance  in 
1G80  imbibed  so  much  heat  by  its  approaches  to  the  Bim, 
that  it  would  have  been  two  thousand  times  hotter  than 
red  hot  iron  had  it  been  a  globe  of  that  metal ;  and  that, 
supposing  it  as  big  as  the  earth,  and  at  the  same  distance 
from  the  sun,  it  would  be  fifty  thousand  yeara  in  cooling 
before  it  recovered  its  natural  temper."  Such  was  an 
estimate  of  the  philosopher,  that  excited  no  little  wonder 
in  the  days  of  our  great  grandfatliers,  for  the  vast  time 
which  it  demanded ;  and,  now  tliat  the  data  on  which  such 
a  calculation  ought  to  be  founded  are  better  known  than 
m  the  age  of  Newton,  yet  more  time  would  be  required 
still.  It  is  now  ascertained,  from  the  circumstance  that  no 
dew  is  deposited  in  our  summer  evenings  save  under  a 
clear  sky,  that  even  a  thin  covering  of  cloud,  —  serving  as 
a  robe  to  keep  the  earth  warm,  —  prevents  the  surface  heat 
of  the  planet  from  radiating  into  the  spaces  beyond.  And 
such  a  cloud,  thick  and  continuous,  as  must  have  wrapped 
round  the  earth  as  with  a  mantle  during  the  earlier 
geologic  periods,  must  have  served  to  retard  for  many 
ages  the  radiation,  and  consequently  the  reduction,  of 
that  internal  heat  of  which  it  was  itself  a  consequence^ 
Furtlier,  the  rocks  and  soils  that  form  the  surface  of 
our  globe  would  be  much  more  indifferent  conductors  of 
heat  than  the  iron  supei-ficios  of  Newton's  ball,  and  would 
serve  yet  more  to  lengthen  out  the  cooling  process. 
Nor  would  a  planet  covered  over  for  ages  with  a  thick 
screen  of  vapor  be  a  novelty  even  yet  in  the  universe.  It 
is  doubtful  whether  astronomers  have  ever  yet  looked  on 
the  face  of  Mercury :  it  is  at  least  very  generally  held  that 
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hitherto  only  his  clouds  have  been  seen.  Even  Jupiter, 
though  it  is  thought  his  mounttuns  have  been  occasionally 
detected  raising  their  peaks  through  openings  in  liis  cloudy 
atmosphere,  is  known  chiefly  by  the  dark  shifting  bands 
that,  fleaking  hia  snr&ce  in  the  line  of  his  trade  winds, 
belong  not  to  his  body,  but  to  his  thick  dark  covering. 
It  is  questionable  whether  a  human  eye  on  the  surface  of 
Mercury  would  ever  behold  the  sun,  notwithstanding  hia 
near  proximity;  nor  would  lie  be  often  visible,  if  nt  all, 
from  the  surface  of  Jupiter.  K"oi,  yet  further,  would  a 
warm  steaming  atmosphere  muftled  In  clouds  have  beeu 
unfavorable  to  a  rank,  flowerless  vegetation  like  tliat  of  iho 
Coal  Measures.  There  are  moist,  mild,  cloudy  days  of 
spring  and  early  annimer  that  rejoice  the  heart  of  the 
&rmer,  for  he  knows  how  conducive  they  are  to  the  young 
growth  on  his  fields.  The  Coal  Pleasure  climate  would 
have  consisted  of  an  unbroken  series  of  these,  with  may- 
hap a  little  more  of  cloud  and  moisture,  and  a  great  deal 
more  of  heat.  The  earth  would  have  been  a  vast  green- 
house covered  with  smoked  glass ;  and  a  vigorous  though 
maybnp  loosely  knit  and  faintly  colored  vegetation  would 
have  luxuriated  under  its  shade. 

The  fiflh  and  sixth  days,  —  that  of  winged  fowl  and  great 
sea  monsters,  and  that  of  cattle  and  beasts  of  the  earth, — 
I  must  regard  as  adequately  represented  by  those  Secondary 
ages.  Oolitic  and  Cretaceous,  during  which  birds  were  Intro- 
duced, and  reptiles  received  their  greatest  development,  and 
those  Tertiary  ages  during  which  the  gigantic  mammals 
possessed  the  earth  and  occupied  the  largest  space  in  cre- 
ation. To  the  close  of  this  latter  period,  —  the  eiening  of 
the  sixth  day,  —  man  belongs,  —  at  once  the  last  created  of 
terrestrial  creatures,  and  infinitely  beyond  comparison  the 
most  elevated  in  the  scale ;  and  with  man's  appearance  on 
the  scene  the  days  of  creation  end,  and  the  Divine  Sabbath 
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be^DS, — that  Sabbath  of  rest  from  creative  labor  of  which 
the  proper  work  ia  the  moral  development  and  elevation  of  ' 
the  species,  and  which  will  tei-minate  only  with  the  full  con^ 
pletion  of  that  mblime  task  on  the  full  accomj^ishment  of 
which  God'd  eternal  purposes  and  the  tendencies  of  maa'i 
progresaive  nature  seem  alike  directed.  N'ow,  I  am  greatly 
mistaken  if  we  have  not  in  the  six  geologic  periods  all  the 
elements,  without  misplacement  or  eKaggeration,  of  the 
Mosaic  drama  of  creation. 

I  have  referred  in  my  biief  survey  to  extended  periodft. 
It  is  probable,  however,  that  the  jtrophetic  vision  of  creation, 
if  sncli  was  its  character,  consisted  of  only  single  represent- 
ative scenes,  embracing  each  but  a  point  of  time;  it  was, 
let  us  suppose,  a  diorama,  over  whose  sliifling  ]iiL-lures  the 
curtain  lose  and  fell  six  times  in  succession,  —  once  during 
the  Azoic  period,  once  dui-iug  the  earlier  or  middle  Falno- 
Eoiu  period,  once  during  the  Carboniferous  period,  once  dar- 
ing the  Permian  or  Triassic  period,  once  during  the  Oolitic 
or  Cretaceous  period,  and  finally,  once  during  the  Tertiary 
period.  Dr.  Kurtz  holds,  taking  the  Sabbath  into  the  series, 
that  the  division  into  seven  scenes  or  stages  may  have  been 
regulated  with  reference  to  the  importance  and  sacredness 
of  the  mythic  number  seven,  —  the  syinbol  of  completeness 
or  jxrfectioii ;  but  the  suggestion  will  perhaps  not  now  carry 
much  weight  among  the  theologians  of  Britain,  whatever  it 
miglit  have  done  two  centuries  ago.  It  is  true,  that  creation 
might  have  been  exhibited,  not  by  seven,  but  by  seven  hun- 
dred, or  even  by  seven  thousand  scenes;  and  that  the 
accomplished  man  of  science,  skilled  in  every  branch  of 
physics,  might  have  found  something  distinct  in  them  all. 
But  not  the  less  do  the  seven,  or  rather  the  Hx,  exhibited 
scenes  n[q)ear  to  be  not  symbolic  or  mystical,  at  least  not 
exclusively  symbolic  or  mystical,  but  truly  representative  of 
inoceBuve  periods,  strongly  distinctive  in  their  character, 
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and  capable,  with  the  three  geologic  days  as  given  points  in 
the  problem,  of  beiiig  treated  geologically.  Another  of  ihe 
qnentions  raiiied,  both  by  the  German  doctor  and  the  wi-iter 
in  our  own  country,  must  be  recognized  as  eminently  snggo»- 
tive,  "We  treat  the  history  of  creation,"  says  Dr.  Kurts, 
"  with  it«  six  days'  work,  aa  a  connected  series  of  so  many 
prophetic  visions.  The  appearance  and  evanisliing  of  each 
such  vision  seem  to  the  seer  as  a  morning  and  an  evening, 
apparently  because  these  were  presented  to  him  as  an 
increase  and  decrease  of  light,  like  morning  and  evening 
twilight,"  And  we  find  the  Scottish  writer  taking  essen- 
tially the  same  view.  "  Each  day  contains,"  he  says,  "  the 
description  of  what  he  [Moses]  lieheld  in  a  single  vision,  and 
when  it  laded  it  was  twilight.  Tliero  is  nothing  forced  in 
supposing  that,  after  the  vision  had  for  a  time  ilhimined  the 
&ncy  of  the  Boer«  it  was  withdraHTi  from  Ilia  eyes,  in  the 
same  way  that  the  landscape  becomes  dim  on  the  approach 
of  wening.  .  .  ,  From  this  point  of  view,  a  'day'  can 
only  mean  the  period  during  which  the  Divinely  enlightened 
&ucy  of  the  seer  was  active.  When  all  continued  blight 
and  manifest  before  his  entranced  but  still  conscious  soul,  it 
was  'day'  or  'light.'  When  the  dimness  of  departing 
enlightenment  fell  upon  the  scene,  it  was  the  evening  twi- 
light," The  days,  then,  are  removed,  we  find,  by  the  holdere 
of  this  view,  altogether  from  the  province  of  chronology  to 
the  province  of  prophetic  vision ;  they  are  represented  sim- 
ply as  parts  of  the  exhibited  scenery,  or  rather  as  forming 
the  measures  of  the  apparent  time  during  which  the  scenery 
teas  exhibited.  We  must  also  hold,  however,  that  in  the 
character  of  symboUc  days  they  were  as  truly  representative 
of  the  lapse  of  foregone  periods  of  creation  as  the  scenery 
itself  was  representative  of  the  creative  work  accomplished 
in  these  periods.  For  if  the  apparent  days  occurred  in  only 
the  viidoD,  and  were  not  symbolic  of  foregone  periods,  they 
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could  not  have  been  transferred  with  any  logical  propriety 
from  the  vision  iteelf  to  that  which  the  vision  represented, 
OB  we  find  done  in  what  our  Shorter  Catechism  terms  "the 
reason  annexed  to  the  Fourth  Commandment."  •  The  daya 
mast  have  been  prophetic  days,  introduced,  indeed,  into  the 
panorama  of  creation  as  mayhap  mere  openings  and  drop- 
pings of  the  curtain,  but  not  the  less  symbolic  of  that  series 
of  successive  periods,  each  characterized  by  its  own  pro- 
ductions and  events,  in  which  creation  itself  was  comprised. 
Nothing  more  probable,  however,  than  that  even  Moses 
himself  may  have  been  unacquainted  with  the  extent  of  the 
periods  represented  in  the  vision ;  nay,  he  may  have  been 
equally  unconscious  of  the  actual  extent  of  the  seeming 
daya  by  which  they  were  symbolized.  "  Visions  without 
dark  speeches,"  —  risions,  not  of  symbolic  apparitions,  but 
of  actual  existences  and  events,  past  or  present,  —  may,  nay 
must,  have  differed  from  what  may  be  termed  the  dark 
hieroglj-phic  visions  ;  but  we  find  in  all  visions  an  element 
of  mere  representative  value  introduced  when  they  deal 
with  time,  and  that  they  occur  as  if  wholly  outside  its  pale. 
These  creation  "days"  seem,  in  relation  to  what  they  typify, 
to  have  been,  if  I  may  so  express  myself^  the  mere  modiAs 
of  a  graduated  scale. 

Such  a  description  of  the  creative  vision  of  Moses  as  the 
one  given  by  Milton  of  that  vision  of  the  future,  which  he 
representa  as  conjured  up  before  Adam  by  the  archangel, 
would  be  a  taak  rather  for  the  scientific  poet  than  for  the 
mere  practical  geologist  or  sober  theologian.  Let  us  sup- 
pose that  it  took  place  far  from  man,  in  an  untrodden  recess 
of  the  Midian  desert,  ere  yet  the  vision  of  the  burning  bush 
had  been  vouchsafed ;  and  that,  as  in  the  vision  of  St.  John 

"  "For  in  six  days  the  Lord  mado  benren  and  earth,  the  nca,  nnil  nil 
thaCtn  them  is,  and  rested  tlic  seventh  day;  wherefore  the  Lord  hiciicd 
the  Sabbstb  d»y,  and  hallowed  It." 


or   CREATION.  iffl 

in  PatmoB,  volcea  were  mingled  with  scenes,  and  the  ear  as 
certainly  addressed  as  the  eye.  A  "  great  darkness"  first 
&lls  upon  the  prophet,  like  that  which  in  an  earlier  age  fell 
upon  Abraham,  but  without  the  "horror;"  and,  as  the 
Divine  Spirit  moves  on  the  feoe  of  the  wildly  troubled 
waters,  as  a  visible  aurora  enveloped  by  the  pitchy  cloud, 
the  great  doctrine  is  orally  enunciated,  that  "in  the  begin- 
ning God  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth."  Unreckoned 
ages,  condensed  in  the  vision  into  a  few  brief  moments,  pass 
away;  the  creative  voice  is  again  heard,  "Let  there  be 
light,"  and  straightway  a  gray  diffused  light  springs  np  in 
the  east,  and,  casting  its  sickly  gle.am  over  a  cioud-Umited 
expanse  of  steaming,  vaporous  sea,  journeys  through  the 
heavens  towards  the  west.  One  heavy,  sunless  day  is  made 
the  representative  of  myriads ;  the  faint  light  waxes  Mnter, 
— it  sinks  beneath  the  dim,  imdefined  horizon;  the  first 
scene  of  the  drama  closes  upon  the  seer  ;  and  he  sits  awhile 
on  his  hill-top  in  darkness,  solitary  but  not  sad,  in  what 
Bfiems  to  be  a  calm  and  starless  night. 

The  light  again  brightens,  — it  is  day;  and  over  so 
expanse  of  ocean  without  visible  bound  the  hoiizon  has 
become  wider  and  sharper  of  outline  than  before.  There  is 
life  in  that  great  sea,  —  invertebrate,  mayhap  also  ichthyic, 
life;  but,  from  the  comparative  distance  of  the  point  of 
view  occnjned  by  the  prophet,  only  the  alow  roll  of  its  waves 
can  be  discerned,  as  they  rise  and  fitll  in  long  undulations 
before  a  gentle  gale;  and  what  most  strongly  impresses  the 
eye  is  the  change  which  has  taken  place  in  the  atmosplieric 
scenery.  That  lower  stratum  of  the  heavens  occupied  in 
the  previous  vision  by  seething  steam,  or  gray,  smoke-like 
fog,  is  clear  and  transparent ;  and  only  in  an  upper  region, 
where  the  previously  invisible  vapor  of  the  tepid  sea  has 
thickened  in  the  cold,  do  the  clouds  appear.  But  there,  in 
the  higher  strata  of  the  atmosphere  they  lie,  thick  and 
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manifold,  —  an  upper  sea  of  great  waves,  separated  &<>« 
those  beneath  by  the  transparent  firmanent,  and,  like  f  hem 
too,  impeUed  in  rolling  masses  by  the  vind.  A  mighty 
advance  has  taken  place  in  creation;  but  its  most  conspicu- 
ous optical  Ngn  is  the  existence  of  a  transparent  atmosf^ere, 
—  of  afirmanent  stretched  out  over  the  earth,  that  sepa- 
rates the  waters  above  from  the  waters  below.  But  dark- 
ness descends  for  the  third  time  upon  the  seer,  for  the 
evening  and  the  morning  have  completed  the  second  day. 

Yet  again  the  light  rises  under  a  canopy  of  cloud  ;  but  ■ 
the  scene  has  changed,  and  there  is  no  longer  an  unbroken 
expanse  of  sea.  The  white  surf  breaks,  at  the  distant  hori- 
zon, on  an  insulated  reef,  formed  mayhap  by  the  Silurian  or 
Old  Red  coi-al  zoophytes  ages  before,  during  the  bygone 
yesterday ;  and  beats  in  long  lines  of  foam,  nearer  at  hand, 
against  a  low,  winding  shore,  the  seaward  barrier  of  a 
widely  spread  country.  For  at  the  Divine  command  the 
land  has  arisen  from  the  deep,  —  not  inconspicuously  and  in 
scattered  islets,  as  at  an  earlier  time,  but  In  exten^ve  though 
flat  and  marshy  continents,  little  raised  over  the  sea  level; 
and  a  yet  further  fiat  has  covered  them  with  the  great  car- 
boniferous flora.  The  scene  is  one  of  mighty  forests  of 
cone-bearing  trees,  —  of  palms,  and  tree-ferns,  and  gigantio 
club  mosses,  on  the  opener  slopes,  and  of  great  reeds  clus- 
tering by  the  sides  of  quiet  lakes  and  dark  rolling  rivet's. 
There  is  deep  gloom  in  the  recesses  of  the  thicker  woods, 
and  low  thick  mists  creep  along  the  dank  marsh  or  sluggish 
sti-cam.  But  there  is  a  general  lightening  of  the  sky  over 
head ;  as  the  day  declines,  a  redder  flush  than  had  hitherto 
lighted  np  the  prospect  &lls  athwart  fern  covered  bank  and 
long  withdrawing  glade.  And  while  the  fourth  evening 
has  iallen  on  the -prophet,  he  becomes  sensible,  as  it  wears 
on,  and  the  fourth  dawn  approaches,  that  yet  another  change 
has  taken  place.    The  Creator  haa  spoken,  and  the  stars 
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look  out  from  openiogs  of  deep  nnclonded  blue ;  and  as  day 
riBeSj'and  the  planet  of  morning  pales  in  the  east,  the  broken 
doudleta  are  transmuted  from  bronze  into  gold,  and  anon 
the  gold  becomes  fire,  and  at  length  the  gloriona  aim  arises 
out  of  the  sea,  and  enters  on  his  course  rejoicing.  It  is  a 
brilliant  day ;  the  waves,  of  a  deeper  and  softer  bine  than 
before,  dance  and  sparkle  in  the  fight ;  the  earth,  with  little 
else  to  attract  the  gaze,  has  assumed  a  garb  of  brighter 
green ;  and  ns  the  sun  declines  amid  even  richer  glories  than 
those  n'hich  had  encircled  his  rising,  the  moon  appears  full 
orbed  tn  the  cast,  —  to  the  human  eye  the  second  great 
liuninary  of  the  heavens,  —  and  climbs  slowly  to  the  zenith 
as  night  advances,  shedding  its  mild  radiance  on  land  and 
sea. 

Again  the  day  breaks;  the  prospect  consists,  as  before, 
of  land  and  ocean.  There  arc  great  pine  woods,  reed- 
covered  swamps,  wide  plains,  winding  rivers,  and  broad 
lakes;  and  a  bright  sun  shines  over  all.  But  the  landscape 
derives  its  interest  and  novelty  from  a  feature  unmarked 
before.  Gigantic  birds  stalk  aloug  the  sands,  or  wade  fiu* 
into  the  water  in  quest  of  their  ichthytc  food  ;  while  birds 
of  lesser  size  float  upon  the  lakes,  or  scream  discordant  in 
hovering  flocks,  thick  as  insects  in  the  calm  of  a  summer 
evening,  over  the  narrower  seas,  or  brighten  with  the  sunlit 
gleam  of  their  wings  the  thick  woods.  And  ocean  baa  its 
monsters:  great  "  tanninim"  tempest  the  deep,  as  they 
heave  their  huge  bulk  over  the  surface,  to  inhale  the  life- 
sustuning  air;  and  out  of  their  nostrils  goetb  smoke,  as 
out  of  a  "  seething  pot  or  cauldron."  Monstrous  creatures, 
armed  in  massive  scales,  haunt  the  rivers,  or  scour  the  flat 
rank  meadows ;  earth,  Mr,  and  water  are  chained  with 
animal  life ;  and  the  sun  sets  on  a  busy  scene,  in  which  un- 
erring instinct  pursues  unremittingly  its  few  simple  ends, — 
the  support  and  preservation  of  the  individoal,  the  proptk 
18* 
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gation  of  the  species,  and  the  protection  and  maintenance 
of  the  young. 

Again  the  night  descends,  for  the  fifth  day  has  closed ; 
and  morning  breaks  on  the  sixth  and  last  day  of  creation. 
Cattle  and  beasts  of  the  fields  graze  on  the  plains ;  the 
thick-skinned  rhinoceros  wallows  in  the  marshes ;  the  squat 
hippopotamus  rustles  among  the  reeds,  or  plunges  sullenly 
into  the  river;  great  herds  of  elephants  seek  their  food 
amid  the  young  herbage  of  the  woods ;  while  animals  of 
fiercer  nature,  —  the  lion,  the  leopard,  and  the  bear, — 
harbor  in  deep  caves  till  the  evening,  or  lie  in  wait  for 
their  prey  amid  tangled  thickets,  or  beneath  some  broken 
bank.  At  length,  as  the  day  wanes  and  the  shadows 
lengthen,  man,  the  responsible  lord  of  creation,  formed  in 
God's  own  image,  is  introduced  upon  the  scene,  and  the 
work  of  creation  ceases  forever  upon  the  earth.  The  night 
fiills  once  more  upon  the  prospect,  and  there  dawns  yet 
another  morrow, — tlie  morrow  of  God's  rest, — that  Divine 
Sabbath  in  which  there  is  no  more  creative  labor,  and 
which,  "blessed  and  sanctified"  beyond  all  the  days  that 
had  gone  before,  has  as  its  special  object  the  moral  eleva- 
tion and  final  redemption  of  man.  And  over  it  no  evening 
is  represented  in  the  record  as  fidling,  for  its  special  work 
is  not  yet  complete.  Such  seems  to  have  been  the  sablime 
panorama  of  creation  exhibited  in  vision  of  old  to 

**  The  shepherd  who  first  taught  the  chosen  seed, 
In  the  beginning  how  the  heavens  and  earth 
Rose  out  of  chaos; " 

. 

and,  rightly  anderstood,  I  know  not  a  single  scientific  tmth 
that  militates  against  even  the  minutest  or  least  prominent 
of  its  details. 


LECTURE    FIFTH. 

GEOLOGY  IN  ITS  BEAKING8  ON  THE  TWO  THEOLOGIES. 
FART  I, 

The  Bcienw  of  the  geolo^st  seema  destined  to  exert  a 
marked  influence  on  that  of  the  natural  theologian.  For 
not  only  does  it  greatly  add  to  thp  materials  on  which  the 
nataral  theologian  founds  his  deductions,  by  adding  to  the 
organisms,  plant  and  animal,  of  the  present  creation  the 
extinct  oi^anisms  of  the  creations  of  the  past,  with  all 
their  extraordinary  display  of  adaptation  and  design ;  but 
it  affords  him,  besides,  materials  peculiar  to  itself^  in  the 
history  which  it  fiimishes  both  of  the  appearance  of  these 
organisms  in  time,  and  of  the  wonderful  order  in  which 
they  were  chronologically  arranged.  Not  only — to  borrow 
from  Palcy'a  illustration  —  does  it  enable  hira  to  argue  on 
the  old  grounds,  from  the  contrivance  exhibited  in  tho 
toalch  found  on  the  moor,  that  tlio  watch  could  not  have 
lain  upon  tho  moor  forever ;  but  it  establishes  further,  on 
difierent  and  more  direct  evidence,  that  there  was  a  time 
when  absolutely  the  watch  was  not  there  ;  nay,  further,  so 
to  speak,  that  there  was  a  previous  time  in  which  no 
watches  existed  at  all,  but  only  water  clocks  ;  yet,  further, 
that  there  was  a  time  in  which  there  were  not  even  water 
clocks,  but  only  sundials;  and  further,  an  earlier  time  still 
in  which  sundials  were  not,  nor  any  measurers  of  time  of 
any  kind.  And  this  is  distinct  ground  from  that  urged  by 
Piley.    For,  beddes  holding  that  each  of  these  contrivances 
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must  have  had  in  turn  an  originator  or  contriver,  it  adds 
historic  fact  to  philosophic  inference.  Geology  takes  up  the 
master  volume  of  the  greatest  of  the  natural  theologians, 
and,  after  scanning  its  many  apt  instances  of  palpable 
design,  drawn  from  the  mechanism  of  existing  plants  and 
animals,  authoritatively  decides  that  not  one  of  these  plants 
or  animals  had  begun  to  be  in  the  times  of  the  Chalk ;  nay, 
thut  they  all  date  their  origin  from  a  period  posterior  to 
that  of  the  Eocene.  And  the  fact  is,  of  course,  corrobora- 
tive of  the  inference.  "That  well  constructed  edifice," 
says  the  natural  theologian,  "cannot  be  a  mere  lusus 
naturoBj  or  chance  combination  of  stones  and  wood ;  it 
must  have  been  erected  by  a  builder."  "Yes,"  remarks 
the  geologist,  "  it  was  erected  some  time  during  the  last 
nine  years.  I  passed  the  way  ten  years  ago,  and  saw  only 
a  blank  space  where  it  now  stands."  Nor  does  the  estab- 
lished fact  of  an  absolute  beginning  of  organic  being  seem 
more  pregnant  with  important  consequences  to  the  science 
of  the  natural  theologian  than  the  fact  of  the  peculiar  order 
in  which  they  begin  to  be. 

The  importance  of  the  now  demonstrated  fact,  that  all 
the  living  organisms  which  exist  on  earth  had  a  begin- 
ning, and  that  a  time  was  when  they  were  not,  will  be  best 
appreciated  by  those  who  know  how  much,  and,  it  must  be 
added,  how  unsuccessfully,  writers  on  the  evidences  have 
labored  to  oon\'ict  of  an  absurdity,  on  this  special  head, 
the  atheistic  aasertors  of  an  infinite  series  of  beings. 
Even  Robert  Hall  (in  his  famous  Sermon  on  Modem 
Infidelity)  could  but  play,  when  he  attempted  grappling 
with  the  subject,  upon  the  words  time  and  eternity^  and 
strangely  argue,  that  as  each  member  of  an  infinite  series 
must  have  begun  in  time^  while  the  succession  itself  was 
eternal^  it  was  palpably  absurd  to  ask  us  to  believe  in  a 
tuccesHon  of  beings  that  was  thus  infinitely  earlier  than 
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any  of  the  beings  themselves  which  composed  the  B<icces- 
taoD.  And  Bentley,  more  penersely  ingenious  still,  could 
assert,  that  as  each  of  the  iadi^-iduals  in  an  infinite  seriea 
must  have  consisted  of  many  parts, — that  aa  each  man 
in  such  a  series,  for  instance,  must  have  had  ten  fingers 
and  ten  toes,  —  it  was  palpably  absurd  to  ask  us  to  believe 
in  an  infinity  which  thus  comprised  many  infinities, — ten 
infinities  of  fingers,  for  example,  and  ten  infinities  of  toes. 
The  infidels  had  the  better  in  this  part  of  the  argument. 
It  was  snrely  easy  enough  to  show  against  the  great 
preacher,  on  the  one  hand,  that  time  in  such  a  question  is 
but  a  mere  word  that  means  simply  a  certain  limited  or 
definite  period  which  had  a  beginning,  whereas  eternity 
means  an  unlimited  and  undefinable  period  which  bad  no 
.  beginning;  —  that  his  seeming  argument  was  no  argument, 
but  merely  a  sort  of  verbal  play  on  this  difference  of  sig- 
nification in  the  words ;  — -  further,  that  man  could  conceive 
of  an  infinite  series,  whether  extended  in  infinite  space,  or 
■nbfiisting  in  infinite  time,  just  as  well  as  he  could  conceive 
of  any  other  infinity,  and  in  the  some  way;  and  that  the 
only  mode  of  disproving  the  possibility  of  such  a  series 
would  be  to  show,  what  of  course  cannot  be  shown,  that  in 
conceiving  of  it  in  the  progressive  mode  in  which,  accord- 
ing to  Locke,  mac  can  alone  conceive  of  the  infinite  or 
the  eternal,  there  would  be  a  pomt  reached  at  which  it 
would  be  impossible  for  him  to  go  on  adding  millions  on 
millions  to  the  previous  sum.  The  symbolic  "  ad  infinitum'" 
could  be  made  as  adequately  representative  in  the  case  of 
an  infinite  series  of  men  or  animals  in  unlimited  time,  as  of 
an  infinite  series  of  feet  or  inches  in  unlimited  space,  or  of 
an  infinite  series  of  honrs  or  minutes  in  the  past  eternity. 
And  as  for  Bentley,  on  the  other  hand,  be  ought  surely  to 
have  known  that  all  infinities  are  not  equal,  seeing  that 
Ifewton  had  expressly  told  him  bo  in  the  second  of  bis 
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four  fiunous  letters ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  one  infinity 
may  be  not  only  ten  times  greater  than  another  mfinity, 
but  even  infinitely  greater  than  another  infinity ;  and  that 
80  the  conception  of  an  infinity  of  men  possessed  of  ten 
infinities  of  fingers  and  toes  is  in  no  respect  an  absurdity. 
Of  the  three  infinities  possible  in  space,  the  second  is 
infinitely  greater  than  the  first,  and  the  third  infinitely 
greater  than  the  second.  A  line  infinitely  produced  is 
capable  of  being  divided  into  —  that  is,  consists  of — an 
infinity  of  given  parts ;  a  plane  infinitely  extended  b 
capable  of  being  divided  into  an  infinity  of  infinitely 
divisible  lines ;  and  a  cube,  that  is,  a  solid,  infinitely  ex- 
panded, is  capable  of  being  divided  into  an  infinity  of 
infinitely  divisible  planes.  In  fine,  metaphysic  theology 
furnishes  no  argument  against  the  infinite  series  of  the. 
atheist.  But  geology  does.  Every  plant  and  animal  that 
now  lives  upon  earth  began  to  be  during  the  great  Tertiary 
period,  and  had  no  place  among  the  plants  and  animals  of 
the  great  Secondaiy  division.  We  can  trace  several  of 
our  existing  quadrupeds,  such  as  the  badger,  the  hare,  the 
fox,  the  red  deer,  and  the  wild  cat,  up  till  the  earlier  times 
of  the  Pleistocene ;  and  not  a  few  of  our  existing  shells, 
such  as  the  great  pecten,  the  edible  oyster,  the  whelk,  and 
the  Pelican's-foot  shell,  up  till  the  greatly  earlier  times  of 
the  Coraline  Crag.  But  at  certain  definite  lines  in  the 
deposits  of  the  past,  representative  of  certain  points  in  the 
course  of  time,  the  existing  mammals  and  molluscs  cease  to 
appear,  and  we  find  their  places  occupied  by  other  mam- 
mals and  molluscs.  Even  such  of  our  British  shells  as 
seem  to  have  enjoyed  as  species  the  longest  term  of  life 
cannot  be  traced  beyond  the  times  of  the  Pliocene  deposits. 
"We  detect  their  remains  in  a  perfect  state  of  keeping  in 
almost  every  shell-bearing  bed,  till  we  reach  the  Red  and 
Coraline  Crags,  where  we  find  them  for  the  last  time ;  and, 
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on  passiiig  into  older  and  deeper  lying  beds,  we  see  their 
places  taken  by  other  shells,  of  species  altogether  distiuct. 
The  very  common  shell  Purpura  lapiUus,  for  inetance,  is 
found  in  our  raised  beaches,  in  our  Clyde  beds,  in  our 
boulder  clays  and  mammaliferous  crags,  and,  finally,  in  the 
"Red  Crag,  beyond  which  it  tails  to  appear.  And  such  also 
ia  the  history  of  the  common  edible  mussel  and  common 
periwinkle ;  whereas  the  common  edible  cockle,  and  com- 
mon edible  pecten  (P.  opercularis)  occur  not  only  in  all 
these  successive  beds,  bnt  in  the  Coral  Ci-ag  also.  They 
are  older  by  a  whole  dcijosit  than  thcii-  present  contempo- 
raiii's,  the  mussel  and  periwinkle;  and  these,  in  tura,  seem 
of  older  standing  than  shells  such  as  Murex  erinaceua,  that 
haa  not  been  traced  beyond  the  times  of  tlie  mammalifer- 
ous crag,  or  than  shells  such  as  Scrobicularia  piperata,  that 
has  not  been  detected  in  more  ancient  deposits  thnn  raised 
sea  beaches  of  the  later  pci'iods,  and  the  elevated  bottoms 
of  old  estuaries  and  lagoons.  We  thus  know,  that  in 
certain  periods,  nearer  or  more  remote,  all  our  existing 
molluscs  began, to  exist,  and  that  they  had  no  existence 
during  the  previous  periods ;  which  were,  however,  richer 
in  animals  of  the  same  great  molluscan  group  than  the 
present  time.  Our  British  group  of  recent  marine  shells 
iails  somewhat  short  of  four  hundred  species ;  *  whereas 
the  group  characteristic  of  the  older  Miocene  deports, 
largely  developed  in  those  districts  of  France  which  bor- 
der on  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  and  more  sparingly  in  the  south 
of  England,  near  Yarmouth,  comprises  more  than  six 
hundred  speciiia.  Nearly  an  equal  number  of  still  older 
sheila  have  been  detected  in  a  single  depowt  of  the  Pai'is 

•  Forbes  and  Hanley  enumerato  one  hDnilred  and  sixty  bivalves,  and 
two  hundred  and  Ihlrty-lwo  nnlralvcs,— in  nil  tlircc  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  spedei.Batlieonlj  known  Ehell-bearinK  moltuBca  of  Che  eiiitiDjUrit- 
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badn,  —  the  Calcatre  grossier;  and  a  good  msny  more  ia 
a  more  sncient  formation  slill,  the  London  Cl&y.  On 
entering  the  Chalk,  we  find  a  yet  older  group  of  ehella, 
wholly  unlike  any  of  the  preceding  ones ;  and  in  the  Oolite 
and  Lias  yet  other  and  different  groups.  And  thus  group 
preceded  group  through  oat  all  the  Tertiary,  Secondary, 
and  Pahcozotc  periods ;  some  of  them  remarkable  for  the 
number  of  species  which  they  contained,  othera  for  the 
profuse  abundance  of  their  individual  specimens,  until, 
deep  in  the  rocks  at  the  base  of  the  Silurian  system,  we 
detect  what  seems  to  be  the  primordial  group,  beneath 
which  only  a  single  animal  organism  is  known  to  occur, — 
the  Oldkamia  atifiqiia,  —  a  plant-like  zoojihyte,  akin  ap- 
parently to  some  of  our  recent  sertularia.  (See  fig.  6, 
page  46.)  Each  of  the  extinct  groups  had,  we  find,  a 
beginning  and  an  end;  —  there  is  not  in  the  wide  domain 
of  physical  science  a  more  certain  foct ;  and  every  species 
of  the  gionp  which  now  exists  had,  like  all  their  predeces- 
sors on  the  scene,  their  beginning  also.  The  "infinite 
series"  of  the  atheists  of  former  times  can  have  no  place 
in  modem  science :  all  organic  existences,  recent  or  extinct, 
vegetable  or  animal,  have  had  their  beginning;  —  there 
was  a  time  when  they  were  not.  The  geologist  can  indi- 
cate that  time,  if  not  by  years,  at  least  by  periods,  and 
show  what  its  relations  were  to  the  periods  that  went 
before  and  that  came  after ;  and  as  it  is  equally  a  recog- 
nized truth  on  both  sides  of  the  controversy,  that  as  some- 
thing now  exists,  something  must  have  existed  forever,  and 
as  it  roust  now  be  not  less  surely  recognized,  that  that  some- 
thing was  not  the  race  of  man,  nor  yet  any  other  of  the 
many  races  of  man's  predecessors  or  contemporaries,  the 
question,  What  then  was  that  something?  comes  with  a 
point  and  directness  which  it  did  not  possess  at  any  former 
time.    By  what,  or  throngh  whom,  did  these  races  of 
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nicely  organized  plants  and  animals  begin  tobeP  Hith- 
erto at  least  there  has  been  but  one  reply  to  the  qaestioa 
originated  on  the  skeptical  side.  All  these  races,  it  is  said, 
have  been  developed,  in  the  long  course  of  ages,  into  what 
they  now  are,  as  the  young  animal  is  developed  in  the 
womb,  or  the  young  plant  is  developed  from  the  seed. 
Topsy,  in  the  novel,  "  'spected  that  she  was  not  made,  bat 
groived ; "  and  the  only  class  of  opponents  which  the 
g<K>logical  thoist  finds  in  the  field  which  his  science  has  Iiud 
o{>cn  to  the  world  is  a  class  that  hold  by  the  philosophy  of 
Topsy. 

T^et  me  briefly  remark  regarding  this  development  hypo- 
tliexis,  w-ith  which  I  have  elsewhere  dealt  at  considerable 
length,  that  while  the  facts  qf  the  geologist  are  demonstra- 
bly such,  that  is,  truths  capable  of  proof,  the  hypothesis  is 
a  mere  dream,  unsupported  by  a  shadow  of  evidence.  A 
man  of  a  lively  imagination  conid  no  doubt  originate  many 
such  dreams ;  nay,  we  know  that  in  the  dark  ages  dreams 
of  the  kind  were  actually  originated.  The  Anser  Bemida, 
or  barnacle  goose,  a  common  winter  visitant  of  our  coasts, 
was  once  believed  to  be  develojied  out  of  decajTng  wood 
long  submerged  in  sea  water ;  and  one  of  our  commonest 
cirripcdes  or  barnacles,  Lepaa  analifa-a,  still  bears,  in  its 
specific  name  of  the  goose-producing  Upas,  evidence  that 
it  was  the  creature  specially  recognized  by  our  ancestors  as 
the  half-developed  goose.  As  if  in  memory  of  this  old 
development  legend,  the  bird  still  bears  the  name  of  the 
barnacle,  and  the  barnacle  of  the  bird ;  and  we  know  fiir- 
ther,  that  very  intelligent  men  for  their  age,  snoh  as 
Gerardcs  the  herbalist  (1507),  and  Hector  Boece  the  hi»- 
torian  {ib2A),  both  examined  these  sheila,  and,  knowing 
but  little  of  comparative  anatomy,  were  satisfied  that  tho 
animal  within  was  the  partially  developed  embryo  of  a 
fbwL    Such  was  one  of  the  &ble8  gravely  credited  aa  a 
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piece  of  natur.il  history  in  Britain  nboat  three  ccDtimM 
ngo,  und  such  was  thu  kind  of  evidence  by  which  it  wm 
supported.  And  we  know  that  the  followers  of  Epicnnis 
rec^vod  fi*oni  their  master,  without  apparent ,  suspicion, 
bibles  still  more  extravagant,  and  that  wiintcd  even  sacli  a 
shadow  of  proof  to  support  them  as  satisfied  the  herbalist 
and  the  Iiistorian.  The  Epicureans  at  least  professed  to 
believe  that  the  earth,  after  spontaneously  produdug  herbs 
uid  trees,  began  to  produce  in  great  numbers  mushroom- 
like bodies,  that,  when  they  came  to  maturity,  burst  open, 
giving  egress  each  to  a  young  animal,  which  proved  tho 
founder  of  a  race ;  and  that  thus,  in  succession,  all  the 
members  of  tho  animal  kingdom  wore  ushered  into  exist- 
ODce.  But  whether  the  dream  he  tlmt  of  the  Epicureans 
of  classic  times,  or  that  of  the  naturalists  of  the  middle 
ages,  or  that  of  the  Lamarckians  of  our  own  days,  it  is 
equally  a  dream,  and  can  have  no  place  assigned  to  it 
among  eithL-r  the  solid  facts  or  the  sober  di^ductions  of 
science.  Nay,  the  dream  of  the  Lamarckians  labors  tinder 
a  special  disadvantage,  from  which  the  dreams  of  the  others 
are  free.  If  some  modern  Boece  or  Epicurus  were  to  assert 
that  at  certain  definite  periods,  removed  from  fifteen  to 
fifty  thousand  yeai's  from  the  present  time,  all  our  existing 
animals  were  developed  from  decaying  wood,  or  from  a 
wonderful  kind  of  mushrooms  that  tlie  earth  produced  only 
once  every  ten  thousand  years,  the  assertion,  if  incapable 
of  proof^  would  be  at  least  equally  incapable  of  being  dia- 
proven.  Bat  when  the  Lamarckian  nfiirms  that  all  onr 
recent  species  of  plants  and  animals  were  developed  out 
of  previously  existing  plants  and  animals  of  species  entirely 
different,  he  affirms  what,  if  true,  tcould  be  capable  of 
proof;  and  bo,  if  it  cannot  be  proven,  it  is  only  becaose  it 
is  not  true.  The  trilobites  have  been  extinct  ever  since 
the  timei  of  the  Mountain  Limestone ;  and  yet,  by  series 
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of  spe^mens,  the  individual  development  of  certaii>  species 
of  this  &mily,  almost  from  the  extrusion  of  the  animal  from 
the  egg  ontil  the  attainment  of  its  fiill  size,  has  been  satis- 
fitctoriiy  shown.  By  specimen  after  specimen  has  eveiy 
Btage  of  growth  and  every  degree  of  development  been  ex- 
emplified ;  and  the  Palieontologist  has  come  as  thoroughly 
to  know  the  creatures,  in  consequence,  under  their  various 
changes  &om  youth  to  age,  as  if  they  had  been  his  contem- 
poraries, and  had  grown  up  under  his  eye.  And  had  our 
existing  species,  vegetable  and  animal,  been  derived  from 
other  species  of  the  earlier  periods,  it  would  have  been 
equally  possible  to  demonstrate,  by  a  series  of  specimens, 
their  relationship.  Let  tis  again  instance  the  British  shells. 
Losing  certain  species  in  each  of  the  older  and  yet  older 
deposits  at  which  wo  successively  arrive,  we  at  length 
reach  the  Red  and  Coraline  Ci^ags,  where  we  find,  mingled 
with  the  £uniliar  forms,  a  large  per  centage  of  forms  now 
extinct ;  then  going  on  to  the  shells  of  the  lower  Miocene, 
more  thitn  six  hundred  species  appear,  almost  all  of  which 
are  strange  to  us ;  and  then,  passing  to  the  Eocene  shells 
of  the  Caicaire  {p-o»sier,  we  find  ourselves  among  well  nigh 
as  large  a  group  of  yet  other  and  older  sti'angers,  not  one 
of  which  we  are  able  to  identify  with  any  shell  now  living 
in  the  British  area.  There  would  be  thus  no  lack  of 
materials  for  foniiing  such  a  genealogy  of  the  British 
shells,  had  they  been  gradually  develoiied  out  of  the  ex- 
tinct species,  as  that  which  M.  Barrande  has  formed  of  the 
trilobites.  But  no  such  genealogy  can  be  formed.  We 
camiot  link  on  a  single  recent  shell  to  a  ^ugle  extinct  one. 
Vp  to  a  certain  point  we  find  the  recent  shells  exhibiting 
all  their  present  specific  peculiarities,  and  beyond  that  point 
they  cease  to  apjwar,  Down  to  a  certain  point  the  extinct 
shells  also  exhibit  all  their  specific  peculiarities,  and  then 
they  disappear  forever.    There  are  do  intermediate  species. 
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— no  connecting  links, — no  snch  connected  Beries  of  Bpeci- 
meii!!  to  be  found  as  enables  us  to  trace  a  trilobito  tlirough 
all  its  metamorphoses  from  youth  to  nge.  All  geologic 
histoiy  is  full  of  the  beginnings  and  the  ends  of  species, — 
of  their  first  and  their  last  days;  but  it  exhibits  no  geneal- 
ogies of  development.  The  Lamarckian  sets  himself  to 
grapple,  in  his  dream,  with  the  history  of  all  creation :  we 
awaken  him,  and  ask  him  to  grapple,  instead,  with  the 
history  of  but  a  few  individual  species, — with  that  of  the 
mussel  or  the  whelk,  the  clam  or  the  oyster  ;  and  we  find 
from  his  helpless  ignorance  and  incapacity  what  a  mere 
pretender  he  is. 

But  while  no  hypothesis  of  development  can  neutralize 
or  explain  away  the  great  geologic  fact,  that  every  tme 
species  had  a  beginning  independently,  apparently,  of  every 
preceding  species,  thtro  was  demonstrably  a  general  prog- 
ress, in  the  course  of  creation,  from  lower  to  higher 
forms,  which  seems  scarce  less  fraught  with  important 
conscqncnces  to  the  natural  theologian  than  this  fiict  of 
beginnitig  itself.  For  \(hile  the  one  feet  effectually  dis- 
poses of  the  "infinite  series"  of  the  atheist,  the  other  fiict 
disposes  scarce  less  effectually  of  those  reasonings  on  the 
skeptical  side  which,  framed  on  the  assumption  that  creation 
is  a  "singular  effect,"  —  an  effect  without  duplicate, — have 
been  employed  in  urging,  that  from  that  one  effect  only 
can  we  know  aught  regarding  the  producing  cause.  Know- 
ing of  the  cause  from  but  the  effect,  and  having  esperience 
of  but  one  effect,  we  cannot  rationally  hold,  it  has  been 
argued,  that  the  producing  cause  could  have  originated 
effects  of  a  higher  or  more  perfect  kind.  The  creation 
which  it  produced  we  Itnow ;  but,  liaving  no  other  measure 
of  its  |>ower,  w«  cannot  reg.ti'd  it,  it  has  been  contended,  as 
equal  to  the  production  of  a  better  or  nobler  creation,  or 
of  oonrse  hold  that  it  could  originate  such  a  state  of  things 
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as  that  perfect  fiiture  state  which  fiuth  delights  to  contem- 
plate. It  has  been  well  said  of  the  author  of  this  ingenious 
u^ment,  —  hy  far  the  most  sagacioos  of  the  elceptics,  — 
that  if  we  admit  hia  premises  we  shall  find  it  difficult  indeed 
to  set  aside  his  conclusions.  And  how,  in  this  case,  does 
geology  deal  with  his  premises?  By  opening  to  us  the 
history  of  the  remote  past  of  our  planet,  and  introducing 
OS,  throngh  the  present,  to  former  creations,  it  breaks 
down  that  nngxUarity  of  effect  on  which  he  built,  and  for 
one  creation  gives  ns  many.  It  gives  us  exactly  that 
which,  as  he  truly  argued,  his  contemporaries  had  not, — 
an  eijierience  in  creations.  And  let  ns  mark  how,  apj^ed 
to  each  of  these  in  succession,  his  argument  would  tell. 

There  was  a  time  when  life,  animal  or  vegetable,  did 
not  exist  on  our  planet,  and  when  all  creation,  from  its 
centre  to  its  circumference,  was  but  a  creation  of  dead 
matter.  What,  in  that  early  age,  would  have  been  the 
effect  of  the  argument  of  Hume?  Simply  this,  —  that 
though  the  producing  Cnuse  of  all  that  appeared  was 
competent  to  the  formation  of  gases  and  earths,  metals 
and  minerals,  it  would  bo  unphilosophic  to  deem  him 
adequate  to  the  origination  of  a  single  plant  or  animal, 
even  to  that  of  a  8i>oro  or  of  a  monad.  Ages  pass  by,  and 
the  Pulieozoic  creation  is  ushered  in,  with  its  tall  araucarians 
and  pines,  its  highly  organized  fishes,  and  its  reptiles  of 
comparatively  low  standing.  And  how  now,  and  with 
what  effect,  does  the  argument  apply  ?  It  is  now  rendered 
evident,  that  in  the  earlier  creation  the  producing  Cause 
had  exerted  but  a  portion  of  his  power,  and  that  he  could 
have  done  greatly  more  than  he  actually  did,  seeing  that 
we  now  find  him  ndequate  to  the  origination  of  vitality  and 
organization  in  its  two  great  kingdoms,  plant  and  animal. 
But,  still  confining  ourselves  with  caiitioris  skepticism  within 
the  limits  of  our  argument,  we  continue  to  hold  that,  as 
10* 
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fishes  of  a  high  and  reptiles  of  a  low  order,  with  trees  of 
the  cone-bearing  family,  are  the  most  perfect  specimens  of 
their  respective  classes  which  the  producing  Cause  has 
oiiginated,  it  would  bo  rash  to  hold,  in  the  absence  of 
proo^  that  he  could  originate  aught  higher  or  more 
perfect.  And  now,  as  yet  other  ages  pass  away,  the 
creation  of  the  great  Secondary  division  takes  the  place  of 
that  of  the  vanished  Palaeozoic;  and  we  find  in  its  few 
dicotyledonous  plants,  in  its  reptiles  of  highest  standing,  in 
its  great  birds,  and  in  its  some  two  or  three  humble  mar- 
supial mammals,  that  in  the  previous,  as  in  the  earlier 
creation,  the  producing  Cause  had  been,  if  I  may  so  express 
myself,  working  greatly  under  his  strength,  and  that  in  this 
third  creation  we  have  a  still  higher  display  of  his  potency. 
With  some  misgivings,  however,  we  again  apply  our  argu- 
ment. And  now  yet  another  creation,  —  that  of  the  Tei^ 
tiary  period,  with  its  noble  forests  of  dicotyledonous  trees 
and  its  sagacious  and  gigantic  mammals,  —  rises  upon  the 
scene ;  and  as  our  experience  in  creations  has  now  become 
very  considerable,  and  as  we  have  seen  each  in  succession 
higher  than  that  wliich  preceded  it,  we  find  that,  notwith- 
standing our  assumed  skepticism,  we  had,  compelled  by 
one  of  the  most  deeply  seated  instincts  of  our  nature,  been 
secretly  anticipating  the  advance  wliich  the  new  state  of 
things  actually  realizes.  But  applying  the  argument  once 
more,  we  at  least  assume  to  hold,  that  as  the  sagacious 
elephant  is  the  highest  example  of  animal  life  yet  produced 
by  the  originating  Cause,  it  would  be  unphilosophic  to 
deem  him  capable  of  producing  a  higher  example.  And, 
while  we  are  thus  reasoning,  man  appears  upon  creation,  — 
a  creature  immeasurably  superior  to  all  the  others,  and 
wliose  very  nature  it  is  to  make  use  of  his  experience  of 
the  past  for  his  guidance  in  the  future.  And  if  that  only 
be  solid  experience  or  just  reasoning  which  enables  us  truly 
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to  antidpate  the  events  which  are  to  come,  and  bo  to  make 
proviuon  for  them ;  and  if'  that  experience  be  not  solid, 
and  that  reawning  not  joBt,  which  would  serve  bnt  to 
darken  onr  discernment,  and  prevent  as  from  correctly 
predicating  the  cast  and  complexion  of  coming  events ; 
what  onght  to  be  our  decision  regarding  an  argument 
which,  had  it  been  employed  in  each  of  the  vanished 
creations  of  the  past,  would  have  had  but  the  eifect  of 
arresting  all  just  anticipation  regarding  the  immediately 
sncceeding  creation,  and  which,  thus  reversing  the  main 
end  and  object  of  philosophy,  would  render  the  philoso- 
pher who  clung  to  it  less  sagacious  in  divining  the  future 
than  even  the  ordinary  man  ?  Bnt,  in  truth,  the  existing 
premises,  wholly  altered  by  geologic  science,  are  no  longer 
those  of  Hume.  The  footprint  on  the  sand — to  refer  to 
his  happy  illustration  —  does  not  now  stand  alone.  Instead 
of  one,  we  see  many  footprints,  each  in  turn  in  advance  of 
the  print  behind  it,  and  on  a  higher  level ;  and,  founding 
at  once  on  an  acquaintance  with  the  past,  extended 
throughout  all  the  periods  of  the  geologist,  and  on  that 
instinct  of  our  nature  whose  peculiar  function  it  is  to 
anticipate  at  least  one  creation  more,  we  must  regard  iho 
expectation  of  "new  heavens  and  a  new  earth,  wherein 
dwelleth  righteousness,"  as  not  un philosophic,  but  as, 
on  the  contrary,  altogether  rational  and  according  to 
experience. 

Such  is  the  bearing  of  geological  science  on  two  of  the 
most  important  questions  that  have  yet  been  raised  in  tho 
field  of  natural  theology.  Nor  does  it  bear  much  less 
directly  on  a  controversy  to  which,  during  the  earlier  half 
of  the  last  century,  there  was  no  little  importance  attached 
in  Britain,  and  which  engaged  on  its  opposite  sides  some  of 
the  finest  and  most  vigorous  intellects  of  the  age  and 
country. 
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The  school  of  infidelity  represented  by  Bolingbroke,  and, 
in  ut  least  his  earlier  writings,  by  Soamc  Jenyns,  and  which, 
in  a  modified  form,  attained  to  much  popularity  through 
Pope's  famous  "  Essay,"  assigned  to  man  a  comparatively 
inconsiderable  space  in  the  system  of  the  universe.  It 
regarded  him  as  but  a  single  link  in  a  chain  of  mutual  de- 
pendency, —  a  chain  which  would  be  no  longer  an  entire, 
but  a  broken  one,  were  he  to  be  struck  out  of  it,  but  as 
thus  more  important  from  his  position  than  from  liis  nature 
or  his  powers.  You  will  i-emenibcM*  that  one  of  the  sections 
of  Pope's  first  epistle  to  his  "good  St.  John"  is  avowedly 
devoted  to  show  what  he  terms  the  "  absurdity  of  man's 
supposing  himself  the  final  cause  of  the  creation;"  and 
though  this  great  master  of  condensed  meaning  and  bril- 
liant point  is  now  less  read  than  he  was  in  the  days  of  our 
grandfathers,  you  will  all  remember  the  elegant  stanzas  in 
which  he  states  the  usual  claims  of  the  species  only  to  ridi- 
cule them.  It  is  human  pride  personified  that  he  represents 
as  exclaiming,  — 

"For  me  kind  Nature;  wukes  her  genial  power, 
Suckles  each  herb,  and  spreads  out  every  flower, 
Annual  for  nie  tlie  gmpe,  tlie  rose,  renew 
The  juice  nectarioiis  and  the  bahny  dew. 
For  me  the  mine  a  thousand  treasures  brings  ; 
For  me  liealth  gushes  from  a  thousand  springs; 
Seas  roll  to  waft  me,  suns  to  light  mo  rise; 
My  footstool  earth,  my  canopy  the  skies." 


You  will  further  remember  how  the  poet,  after  thus  reduc- 
ing the  claims  and  lowering  the  position  of  the  species,  set 
himself  to  show  that  man,  i-iewed  in  relation  to  the  place 
which  he  occupies,  ought  not  to  be  regarded  as  an  imperfect 
being.  Man  is,  he  said,  as  perfect  as  he  ought  to  be.  And, 
such  being  the  case,  the  Author  of  all,  looking,  it  would 
seem,  very  little  after  him,  has  just  left  him  to  take  care  ox 
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himaelf.  A  cold,  unfeeling  abstraction,  like  the  gods  of  the 
old  Epicurean,  the  Great  First  Caase  of  this  school  is  abeing 

"Who  Bcea  with  equal  eye,  as  God  of  all, 
A  hero  pciiiih  or  a,  sparrow  fall; 
Atoms  or  ^jraleins  Into  ruin  huiled. 
And  now  >  bubbia  bum,  umI  now  a  world.' 

Sneh,  assuredly,  was  not  that  God  of  the  New  Testament 
whom  the  Saviour  of  mankind  revealed  to  his  disciples  as 
caring  for  all  his  creatures  of  the  dust,  hut  as  caring  most 
for  the  highest  of  all.  "Are  not  two  sparrows,"  ho  said, 
"sold  for  a  ferthing?  and  one  of  them  shall  not  fall  to  the 
groimd  without  your  Fatlior.  Fear  yo  not,  therefore ;  ye 
are  of  more  value  than  many  sparrows." 

It  was  the  error  of  this  ingenious  but  very  unsolid  school, 
that  it  regarded  the  tnere  order  of  the  universe  as  itself  an 
end  or  final  cause.  It  reasoned  respecting  creation,  as  if 
it  would  he  true  philosoijliy  to  account  for  the  origin  and 
existence  of  some  gre^l  city,  such  as  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton in  the  Uuited  States,  built,  a.s  we  know,  for  purely 
political  purposes,  by  showiug  that,  —  as  it  was  remarkable 
for  its  order,  for  the  rectilinear  directness  of  its  streets,  and 
the  rectangularity  of  its  squares, — it  must  have  been  erected 
simply  to  bo  a  perfect  embodiment  of  regularity ;  and  to 
urge  farther  that,  save  in  their  character  as  component  jmrta 
of  a  perfect  whole,  the  House  of  Representatives  and  the 
mandon  of  the  Prerident  were  of  no  more  intrinsic  import- 
ajice,  or  no  more  decidedly  the  end  of  the  whole,  than  any 
low  tavern  or  onthouse  in  the  lesser  streets  or  lanes.  The 
destruction  of  either  the  outhouse  or  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives would  equally  form  a  void  in  the  general  plan  of 
the  city,  regarded  as  an  admirably  arranged  whole.  And 
it  was  thus  with  the  grand  scheme  of  creation ;  for, 

"  From  natnrc'i  chain  whacercr  link  wc  enike, 
Tenth  or  tench  tbomuid,  breaks  the  chain  tlike." 


226  GEOLOGY   IX   ITS   BEARINGS 

Nor  is  it  in  other  than  due  keeping  with  sucsh  a  view  of 
creation  that  its  great  Author  should  be  represented  as  a 
cold  abstraction,  without  love  or  regard,  and  equally  indif- 
ferent to  the  man  and  the  sparrow,  to  the  atom  and  the 
planet.  Order  has  respect  to  but  the  relations  of  things  or 
of  beings,  —  not  to  the  things  or  beings  themselves ;  order 
is  the  figure  which,  as  mere  etched  points  or  strokes,  they 
compose,  —  the  legend  which,  as  signs  or  characters,  they 
form ;  and  who  cares  anything  for  the  component  strokes  or 
dots  irrespective  of  the  print,  or  for  the  component  letters 
or  words  apart  from  the  writing?  The  "equal  eye,"  in 
such  a  scheme,  would  of  necessity  lye  an  indifferent  one. 
Against  this  strange  doctrine,  though  in  some  measure  coun- 
tenanced by  the  glosses  of  Warburton  in  his  defence  of 
Pope,  the  theologians  protested, — none  of  them,  however, 
more  vigorously  than  Johnson,  in  his  famous  critique  on  the 
"Free  Inquiry"  of  Soanie  Jcnyns.  Nor  is  it  uninteresting 
to  mark  with  what  a  purely  instinctive  feeling  of  the  right 
some  of  the  better  poets,  whose  "lyre,"  according  to  Cow- 
per,  was  their  "heart,"  protested  against  it  too.  Poor  Gold- 
smith, when  sitting  a  homeless  vagabond  on  the  slopes  of  tho 
Alps,  could  exclaim  in  a  greatly  truer  tone  than  that  of  hia 
ix)lished  predecessor, — 

"Creation's  heir,  tho  world,  the  world  is  mine!" 

And  in  Cowper  himself  we  find  all  Goldsmith's  intense  feel- 
ing of  appropriation,  that  "calls  the  delightful  scenery  ail 
its  own,"  associated 


« 


With  worthy  thoughts  of  that  unvaried  love 
That  planned,  and  built,  and  still  upholds,  a  world 
So  clothed  with  beauty,  for  rebellious  man/ 


ti 


Strange  to  say,  however,  it  is  to  the  higher  exponi??/^:  ^f 
natural  science,  and  in  es2:)ccial  to  the  geologists,  that  it  lirjj 
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l>een  left  to  deal  most  directly  with  the  Bophiafries  of 
Solingbroke  nnd  Pope. 

Oken,  a  man  quite  as  &r  wrong  in  some  points  ns  either 
the  poet  or  bis  master,  was  tho  first  to  remark,  and  this  in 
the  oracolar,  enigmatical  stylo  peculiar  to  the  German,  tliat 
"man  is  the  sum  total  of  all  tho  animals."  Gifted,  as  all 
allow,  with  a  peculiarly  nice  eye  for  detecting  those  analo- 
gies which  unite  the  aninmal  world  into  a  hai-nionious  whole, 
he  remarked,  that  in  one  existence  or  being  all  these  analo- 
gies converge.  Even  the  humbler  students  of  tho  he.'i\cns 
have  learned  to  find  for  themselves  the  star  of  the  jiole,  by 
following  the  direction  indicated  by  what  are  termtd  the 
two  pointer  stars  in  the  Great  Bear,  And  to  the  eye  of 
Oken  all  the  groups  of  the  animal  kingdom  funned  a  spliere 
of  constellations,  each  of  which  has  its  pointer  stars,  if  I 
may  so  speak,  turned  towards  man.  Man  occupies,  as  it 
were,  the  central  point  in  the  great  circle  of  being ;  so  tliat 
those  lines  which  pass  singly  through  each  of  the  inferior 
animals  stationed  at  its  circumference,  meet  in  him ;  and 
thus,  as  the  focoa  in  which  the  scattered  rays  unite,  he  im- 
parts by  his  presence  a  unity  and  completeness  to  creation 
which  it  would  not  possess  were  he  away.  You  will  be 
startled,  however,  by  the  langui^  in  which  the  German 
embodies  his  view ;  thongh  it  may  be  not  uninstructive  to 
refer  to  it  in  evidence  of  the  fact  that  a  man  may  be  intel- 
iectuaUy  on  the  very  verge  of  truth,  and  yet  for  every  mora! 
purpose  infinitely  removed  from  it.  "  Man,"  he  says,  "  is 
God  manifest  in  the  flesh."  And  yet  it  may  be  atlmitted 
that  there  is  a  certain  loose  sense  in  which  man  ia  "God 
manifest  in  the  flesh,"  As  may  be  afterwards  shown,  he  is 
God's  image  manifested  in  the  flesh ;  and  an  image  or  lilce- 
nesa  ia  a  manifestation  or  making  evident  of  that  which  it 
represents,  tt-hether  it  be  an  image  or  likeness  of  body  or 
of  mind. 
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Not  less  extraordinary,  bnt  greatly  more  sound  in  their 
application,  are  the  views  of  Professor  Owen,  —  supreme  in 
his  own  special  walk  as  a  comparative  anatomist.  We  find 
him  recognizing  man  as  exemplifying  in  his  structure  the 
perfection  of  that  type  in  which,  from  the  earliest  ages* 
nature  had  been  working  with  reference  to  some  future 
development,  and  as  therefore  a  foreordained  existence. 
'*  The  recognition  of  an  ideal  exemplar  for  the  vertebrated 
animals  proves,"  he  says,  "  that  the  knowledge  of  such  a 
being  as  man  must  have  existed  before  man  api>eared.  For 
tlie  Divine  mind  that  planned  the  archetype  also  foreknew 
all  its  modifications.  The  archetypal  idea  was  manifested 
in  the  flesh  under  divers  modifications,  upon  this  planet, 
long  prior  to  the  existence  of  those  animal  sp«cies  that 
actually  exemplify  it."  So  far  Owen.  And  not  less  won- 
dorfnl  is  the  conclusion  at  wliicli  Agassiz  has  arrived,  afler  a 
survey  of  the  geologic  existences,  more  extended  and  minute, 
in  at  least  the  ichthyic  department,  than  that  of  any  other 
man.  "  It  is  evident,"  we  find  him  saying,  in  the  conclusion 
of  his  recent  work,  "  The  Principles  of  Zoology,"  *  "  that 
there  is  a  manifest  progress  in  the  succession  of  beings  on 
the  suiiaco  of  the  earth.  This  progress  consists  in  au 
increasing  similaiity  to  the  livmg  fauna,  and  among  the  ver- 
tebrates, especially  in  their  increasing  resemblance  to  man. 
But  this  connection  is  not  the  consequence  of  a  direct 
lineage  between  the  faunas  of  different  ages.  There  is 
nothing  like  parental  descent  connecting  them.  The  fishes 
of  the  I^alaeozoic  age  are  in  no  respect  the  ancestors  of  the 
reptiles  of  the  Secondary  age,  nor  does  man  descend  from 

*  Pbinciples  of  Zooloot  :  touching  the  Stractare,  Development, 
Distribution,  and  Natural  Arrangement  of  the  Races  of  Animals,  living 
and  cxtin  t.  With  numerous  lUustrations.  For  the  Use  of  Schools  and 
Colleges.  Part  I.,  "  Ck)mparative  Physiology."  By  Louis  Aoassiz  and 
Augustus  A.  Gould.    Boston:  Gould  &  Lincoln. 
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the  mammaU  wbieh  preceded  him  in  the  Tertiary  age.  The 
liiik  by  wliieli  tbey  aie  connected  is  of  u  liigher  and  inimar 
tei'ial  naturo ;  and  their  connection  is  to  be  sought  in  tha 
view  of  the  Creator  liiniselt^  whose  aim  in  forming  the  earth, 
in  allowing  it  to  undergo  the  Buccesstvu  changes  which 
geology  hiu  pointed  out,  and  in  creating  succes^vely  all 
the  different  types  of  animals  which  have  passed  an.ty,  teas 
to  introduce  vtan  vpott  the  surface  ef  our  globe.     SL^N  is 

THE  END  TOWARDS  WHICH  ALL  THE  AXIMAL  CBKATION  HAS 
TENDED  FROU  THE  FIRST  APPEARANCE  OF  THE  FIRST  P\L.LO- 

zoic  FisHESi"  These,  stirely,  are  extraordinary  deductions. 
"  In  thy  boi)k,"  siiys  the  I*s.ilniist,  *'  all  my  members  were 
written,  which  in  continuance  were  fashioned  wiien  as  yet 
there  was  none  of  them."  And  here  is  natuinl  science,  by 
the  \'uice  of  two  of  its  cnost  distinguished  professors,  saying 
exactly  the  same  thing. 

Of  the  earliest  known  vertebrates,  —  the  placoidal  fishes 
of  the  Upper  Silurian  rocks,  —  we  possess  only  fi'apments, 
which,  hoivever,  sufHcienlly  indicate,  from  their  resem- 
blance to  the  corresponding  |)arts  of  an  existing  shark, — 
the  cestracion,  —  that  they  belonged  to  fishes  fm'nished 
with  the  two  pairs  of  fins  now  so  generally  recognized  as 
the  homologucs  uf  the  furc  and  hinder  limbs  in  qnadnipcds. 
With  the  Bccond  earliest  vertebrates,  —  the  ganoids  of  tho 
Old  Red  Sandstone,  —  we  are  more  directly  acquainted, 
and  know  that  they  exhibited  the  true  typical  foi-m, —  a 
vertebral  column  terminating  in  a  brain-protecting  sknll; 
and  that,  in  at  least  the  acaiith,  celacanth,  and  diptcrian 
fiuuilics,  they  had  the  limb-like  fins.  In  the  upper  paiis  of 
the  system  the  earliest  reptiles  leave  the  first  known  traces 
of  the  typical  foot,  with  its  five  digits.  Higher  still  in  one 
of  tho  deposits  of  the  Trias  we  are  startled  by  what  Becins  ■ 
to  be  the  Impression  of  a  human  hand  of  an  uncouth 
massivfl  shape,  but  with  the  thumb  apparently  set  in  opp<v 
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rition,  as  in  nun,  to  the  other  fingen ;  m  iMOCfe  tnoa  A« 
type  upwards  among  the  wonderfully  derdoped  nptile*  of 
the  Secondary  periods ;  then  among  the  """"^  of  the  - 
Tertiary  ages,  higher  and  yet  higher  fonna  ^ipe«r;  the 
mute  prophecies  of  the  coming  being  become  with  each 
appi'oach  clearer,  fiiller,  more  expreamTe,  and  at  length 
receive  their  Mfilment  in  the  advent  of  man.  A  donhle 
meaning  attaches  to  the  tenn  type ;  and  hence  some  an^ 
bigiiity  in  the  writings  which  have  appeared  on  ttus  coriooa 
subject.  Type  means  a  prophecy  embodied  in  symbol;  it 
means  also  what  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  well  terms  "one  of 
the  gpueral  forms  of  nature,"  —  a  pattern  form,  from  wlueh 
ail  (ilheis  ill  the  same  class  or  family,  however  numeroos, 
ai-c  ri'fognized  as  mere  exceptions  and  aberrations.  But  in 
the  gi'ologic  series  both  meanings  converge  and  become 
one.  The  form  or  number  typical  as  the  genial  form  or 
number,  is  found  typical  also  as  a  prophecy  of  the  form 
01-  number  tliat  came  at  length  to  be  exemplified  in  the 
deputed  lord  of  creation.  Let  us  in  our  examples  take 
typical  numbers,  as  more  easily  illustrated  without  diagrams 
than  typical  forms. 

There  are  vertebrate  animals  of  the  second  age  of  ichthyio 
existence,  that,  like  the  Pterichthys  and  CoccosCeue,  were 
furnished  with  but  two  limbs.  The  munenidaj  of  recent 
times  have  no  more ;  at  least  one  of  their  number,  the 
mun»na  proper,  wants  limbs  altogether ;  so  also  do  the 
lampreys.  The  snakes  are  equally  limbless,  save  that  the 
boas  and  pythons  possess  the  rudiments  of  a  single  pMr; 
and  such  also  is  the  condition,  among  the  amphibia,  of  all 
the  known  species  of  CceciHa.  And  yet,  notwithstanding 
these  exceptional  cases,  the  tme  typical  number  of  limbs, 
■  as  shown  by  a  pi-epon derating  majority  of  the  vertebrates 
of  :i!i  :i'zt.-n  of  tlie  world,  is  four.  And  this  typical  number 
is  ihu  human  number.    There  is  as  certainly  a  typical  imm- 
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ber  of  digits  too,  as  of  tlic  limbs  which  bear  than.  The 
exr«ptions  are  many.  All  the  species  of  tlie  horse  genns 
possess  but  a  single  digit ;  the  cattle  family  possess  bat  two 
digits,  the  rhinoceros  three  digits,  the  liippopotamus  four 
digits ;  many  animals,  such  as  the  dog  and  cat,  have  but 
four  digits  on  one  pair  of  limbs  and  five  on  the  other; 
wh«reas  in  some  of  the  fishes  the  number  of  digits  is 
singularly  great,  —  fi^m  ten  to  twenty  in  most  species,  aod 
in  the  rays  fi'om  eighty  to  a  hundred.  And  yet,  as  shown 
in  the  rocks,  in  which,  however,  the  aberrations  appear 
early,  the  true  typical  number  is  five  on  both  the  fore  and 
hinder  limbs.  And  such  is  the  number  in  man.  There  is 
also,  in  at  least  the  mammalia,  a  typical  number  of  vertebrae 
in  the  neck.  The  three-toed  sloth  has  nine  cervical  verte- 
brae ;  the  manati  only  six ;  but  seven  is  the  typical  number. 
And  seven  is  the  human  number  also.  Man,  in  short,  is 
pre-eminently  what  a  theologian  would  term  the  ante- 
typical  existence,  —  the  being  in  whom  the  types  meet  and 
are  fiilfiUed,  And  not  only  do  typical  forms  and  number? 
of  the  exemplified  character  meet  in  man,  but  there  are  not 
a  few  parts  of  his  framework  which  in  the  inferior  animals 
exist  as  but  mere  symbols,  of  as  little  importance  as  dugs 
in  the  mal«  animal,  though  they  acquire  significaiicy  and 
use  in  him.  Such,  for  instance,  are  the  many-jointed  but 
moveless  and  unnecessary  bones  of  which  the  stiff  inflexible 
fin  of  the  diigong  and  the  fore  paw  of  the  mole  consnt, 
and  which  exist  in  hia  arm  as  essential  portions,  none  of 
which  could  be  wanted,  of  an  exquisitely  flexible  instru- 
ment. In  other  cases,  the  old  types  are  exemplified  serially 
in  the  growth  and  development  of  certain  portions  of  his 
frame.  Such  is  siMcially  the  case  with  that  all  important 
poi-tion  of  it,  the  organ  of  thought  and  feeling.  The 
human  bmin  is  built  up  by  a  wonderfiil  process,  during 
which  it  assumes  in  succession  the  form  of  vVie  Xn^oik^  %> 
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fish,  of  a  reptile,  of  a  bird,  of  a  mammiferons  quadruped ; 
and,  iinally,  it  takes  upon  it  its  unique  character  as  a  human 
brain.  Hence  the  remark  of  Oken,  that  "  man  is  the  sum 
total  of  all  the  animals;"  hence,  too,  a  recognition  of  type 
in  the  history  of  the  successive  vertebral  periods  of  the 
geologist,  symbolical  of  the  history  of  every  individual 
man.  It  is  not  difficult  to  conceive  how,  on  a  subject  of 
such  complexity,  especially  if  approached  in  an  irreverent 
spirit,  grave  mistakes  and  misconceptions  should  take  place. 
Virgil  knew  just  enough  of  Hebrew  prophecy  to  misapply, 
in  his  Pollio^  to  his  great  patron  Octavius,  those  ancient 
predictions  which  foretold  that  in  that  ago  the  Messiah  was 
to  appear.  And  I  am  inclined  to  hold,  that  in  the  more 
ingenious  speculations  of  the  Lamarckians  we  have  just  a 
similar  misapplication  of  what,  emboldened  by  the  views 
of  Owen  and  Agassiz,  I  shall  venture  to  term  the  Geologic 
Prophecies. 

The  term  is  new,  but  the  idea  which  it  embodies,  though 
it  at  first  existed  rather  as  a  nice  poetic  instinct  than  as  a 
scientifically  based  thought,  is  at  least  as  old  as  the  times 
of  Herder  and  Coleridge.  In  a  passage  quoted  from  the 
former  writer  by  Dr.  M'Cosh,  in  his  very  masterly  work 
on  typical  forms,  I  find  the  profound  German  remarking  of 
the  strange  resemblances  which  pervade  all  nature,  and 
impart  a  general  unity  to  its  forms,  that  it  would  sefem  "  as 
if  on  all  our  earth  the  form-abounding  mother  had  proposed 
to  herself  but  one  type,  —  one  proto-plasma,  —  according 
to  which,  and  for  which,  she  formed  them  all.  Know, 
then,"  he  continues,  "  what  this  form  is.  It  is  the  identical 
one  which  man  also  wears."  And  the  remark  of  Coleridge, 
in  his  "  Aids  to  Reflection,"  is  still  more  definite.  "  Let  us 
carry  us  back  in  spirit,"  he  says,  "  to  the  mysterious  week, 
the  teeming  work  days  of  the  Creator  (as  tJiey  rose  in 
VISION  btfore  the  eye  of  the  inspired  historian)  of  the 
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Operations  of  the  heavenB  and  of  the  earth,  in  the  day  that 
the  Lord  God  mado  the  earth  and  the  heavcna.  And  who 
that  watched  their  ways  with  an  nnderstanding  heart  could, 
as  tlie  vision  evolved  still  advanced  towards  him,  contem- 
plate the  filial  and  loyal  bee,  the  home-building,  wedded, 
and  divorcelcss  swallow,  and,  above  all,  the  manifoldly 
intelligent  ant  tribes,  with  their  commonwealths  and  con- 
federacies, tlieir  warriors  and  miners,  the  husband  folk  that 
fold  it)  their  tiny  flocks  on  the  honey  lea^  and  the  vii^n 
xi.iter  with  tho  holy  instincts  of  maternal  love  detached  and 
in  selfless  purity,  and  not  say  in  himself  Behold  the  shadow 
of  approaching  humanity,  the  sun  rising  from  behind  in  the 
kindling  mom  of  creation?"  There  is  iancy  here;  but  it 
is  that  sagacious  fancy,  vouchsafed  to  only  the  true  poet, 
which  has  so  often  proved  tho  pioneer  of  scientiflc  dis- 
covery, and  which  is  in  reality  more  sober  and  truthful,  in 
the  midst  of  its  apparent  extravagance,  than  the  gravest 
cogitations  of  ordinary  men.  It  is  surely  no  incredible 
thing,  that  He  who,  in  tho  dispensations  of  the  hnman 
period,  apakc  by  type  and  symbol,  and  who,  when  He 
walked  the  earth  in  the  flesh,  taught  in  parable  and 
allegory,  should  have  also  spoken  in  the  geologic  ages 
by  prophetic  figures  embodied  in  the  form  and  stmctm^ 
of  animals.  Nay,  what  the  poet  imagined,  though  in  a 
somewhat  extreme  form,  the  philosophers  seem  to  be  on 
the  very  eve  of  confirming.  The  foreknown  "  archetypal 
idea"  of  Owen,  —  "  the  immaterial  link  of  connection"  of 
all  the  past  with  all  the  present,  which  Agassiz  resolves 
into  the  foreordained  design  of  the  Creator,  —  will  be  yet 
found,  I  cannot  doubt,  to  translate  themselves  into  one 
great  general  truth,  namely,  that  the  Paleeozoic,  Secondary, 
and  Tertiary  dispensations  of  creation  were  charged,  like 
the  patriarchal  and  Mosaic  diq>ensations  of  grace,  with  the 
20* 
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"shadows  of  better  things  to  oome."  Th«  advent  of  man 
nmply  aa  such  was  the  great  event  perfigured  during  the 
old  geologic  ages.  The  advent  of  that  Divine  Man  "  who 
hath  abolished  death,  and  brought  li&  and  immortality  to 
light,"  vaa  the  great  event  prefigured  during  the  faistorio 
Biges.  It  is  these  two  grand  events,  equally  portions  of  one 
Bnblime  scheme,  originated  when  God  took  counsel  with 
himself  in  the  depths  of  eternity,  that  bind  together  past, 
present,  and  future,  —  the  geologic  with  the  Patriarchal, 
the  Mosaic,  and  the  Christian  ^es,  and  all  t<^;etber  with 
that  new  heavens  and  new  earth,  the  last  of  many  creations, 
in  which  there  shall  be  "  no  more  dcatli  nor  curse,  but  the 
throne  of  God  and  the  Lamb  shall  be  in  it,  and  his  servants 
shall  serve  him." 

"There  is  absurdity,"  said  Pope,  "in  man's  conceiting 
himself  the  final  cause  of  creation."  Unless,  however, 
Tosn  had  tho  entire  scheme  of  creation  before  him,  with 
the  further  partially  kiionn  scheme  of  which  but  a  part 
constitutes  the  grand  theme  of  revelation,  how  could  he 
pronounce  on  the  absurdity?  The  knowledge  of  the 
geologist  ascends  no  higher  than  man.  He  sees  all  nature 
in  the  pre-Adamic  past,  pointing  with  prophetic  finger 
towards  him ;  and  on  even  tho  argument  of  Hume,  — 
just  and  solid  within  its  proper  limits, — he  refuses  to 
acquiesce  in  the  unfounded  inference  of  Pope.  In  order 
to  prove  the  absurdity  of  "  man's  conceitutg  himself  the 
final  cause  of  creation,"  proof  of  an  ulterior  cause,  —  of 
a  higher  end  and  aim,  —  must  be  adduced;  and  of  aught 
higher  tlian  man,  the  geologist,  as  such,  knows  notliing. 
The  long  vista  opened  up  by  his  science  closes  with  tho 
deputed  lord  of  creation,  —  with  man  as  he  at  present 
exists ;  and  when,  casting  himself  full  upon  revehition,  tho 
Vful  is  drawn  aside,  and  an  iufiuitely  grander  vista  stretches 
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oat  before  him  into  the  future,  he  sees  man  —  no  longer, 
however,  tlie  natural,  but  the  Divine  man  —  occupying 
what  is  at  once  its  terminal  point  and  its  highest  apex. 
Such  are  some  of  the  bearings  of  geologic  science  on 
the  science  of  natural  theology.  Geology  haa  disposed 
cffociiially  and  forever  of  the  oft-urged  luisumption  of  an 
infinite  series;  it  deals  as  no  other  science  could  have 
dealt  with  the  assertion  of  the  skeptic,  that  creation  is  a 
"  singular  effect ; "  it  casts  a  flood  of  unexpected  light  on 
the  somewhat  obsolete  plarisibilities  of  Bolingbroke  and 
Jenyns,  that  exhibits  their  utterly  unsolid  character ;  yet 
further,  it  exiiibtts  in  a  new  asjiect  the  argument  founded 
on  design,  and  invests  the  place  and  standing  of  man  in 
crealion  with  a  peculiar  significaiuy  and  imiKirtancc,  from 
its  relation  to  the  future.  But  on  tliis  latter  part  of  my 
subject — necessarily  of  considerable  extent  and  niultipUtity, 
and  connected  rather  with  rei-ealed  than  with  natural 
religion  —  I  must  not  now  expatiate.  I  shall,  however, 
attempt  laying  before  you,  on  some  future  evening,  a'few 
thouglits  on  this  jwrtiou  of  the  general  question,  which 
you  may  at  least  find  suggeMtive  of  others,  and  which, 
if  tliey  fiiil  to  elicit  new  trutlis,  may  have  the  effect  of 
opening  up  upon  an  old  truth  or  two  a  few  fresh  avenues 
through  which  to  survey  them.  The  character  of  man 
as  a  fellow-worker  with  his  Creator  in  the  material  province 
has  still  to  bo  considered  in  the  light  of  geology.  Man 
was  the  first,  and  13  still  tho  only  creature  of  whom  we 
know  anything,  who  has  set  himself  to  carry  on  and 
improve  the  work  of  the  world's  original  fi-amer,  —  who 
is  a  planter  of  woods,  a  tiller  of  fields,  and  a  keeper  of 
gardens,  —  and  who  carries  on  his  work  of  mechanical 
contrivance  on  obviously  the  same  principles  as  those  on 
which  the  Divine  designer  wrought  of  old,  and  on  which 
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lie  works  still.  It  may  not  be  wholly  unprofitable  to 
acquaint  ourselves,  through  evidence  furnished  by  the 
rocks,  with  the  remarkable  fact,  that  the  Creator  imparted 
to  man  the  Divine  image  belbre  he  united  to  man's  the 
Divine  nature. 


LECTURE   SIXTH. 

QEOLOGT  m  ITS  BEARINGS  OS  THE  TWO  THEOLOGIES. 

PAET  II. 

TJp  till  the  introduction  of  man  upon  our  pJanot,  tlie 
humbler  creatures,  his  predecessors,  formed  but  mere 
figures  in  its  various  landscapea,  and  failed  to  alter  or 
affect  by  their  works  the  face  of  nature.  They  were 
conspicuous,  not  from  what  thoy  did,  biit  fiom  what  they 
teere.  At  a  very  early  period  reefs  of  coral,  the  work  of 
minute  zoophytes,  whitened  the  shallows  of  the  ocean, 
or  encircled  with  pale,  ever  broadening  frames,  solitary 
islands  green  with  the  shnibs  and  ti-ces  of  extinct  floraa; 
but,  though  products  of  the  animal  world,  they  wore'  not 
built  up  under  the  direction  of  even  an  instinctive  intelli- 
gence, but  were  as  entirely  the  results  of  a  vcr/etative 
process  of  mere  growth  as  the  forests  or  reed  brakea  of 
the  old  Carboniferous  savannahs.  At  a  later  time  an  aut 
hill  might  be  here  and  there  descried,  rearing  its  sqnat, 
brown  pyramid  amid  the  recesses  of  some  Oolitic  forest; 
or,  in  a  period  still  more  recent,  the  dam  of  the  gigantic 
beaver  might  be  seen  extending  its  minute  eye-like  circlet 
of  blue  amid  the  windings  of  some  bosky  ravine  of  the 
Pliocene  age ;  or  existing  as  a  little  mound-skirted  pond, 
■with  the  mdo  half-submerged  cottage  of  the  creature,  its 
architect,  rising  beside  It,  on  some  rivulet  of  the  Pleisto- 
cene.  But  how  inconsiderable  such  works,  compared  with 
the  wide  extent  of  prospect  in  which  they  were  included  I 
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How  entirely  inconspicuous  rather,  save  when  placed  in 
the  immediate  foreground  of  the  pictures  into  whose 
composition  they  entered  I  Not  until  the  introduction 
of  man  upon  earth  do  we  find  a  creature  whose  works 
sensibly  affect  and  modify  the  aspects  of  nature.  But 
when  man  appears,  how  mighty  the  change  which  he 
effects!  Immediately  on  his  creation  he  takes  under  his 
care  the  vegetable  productions  of  use  and  show :  it  becomes 
his  business  to  keep  and  dress  a  garden.  He  next  becomes 
a  tiller  of  fields,  then  a  planter  of  vineyards :  here  he  cuts 
down  great  forests ;  there  he  rears  extensive  woods.  He 
makes  himself  places  of  liabitation ;  and  busy  cities  spring 
up  as  the  tropliies  of  his  diligence  and  skill.  His  laboi*s, 
as  they  grow  upon  the  waste,  affect  the  appearance  of  vast 
55ontinents ;  until  at  length,  from  many  a  hill-top  and  tall 
spire,  scarce  a  rood  of  ground  can  be  seen  on  whicli  he  has 
not  built,  or  sown,  or  planted,  or  around  which  he  lias  not 
erected  his  walls  or  reared  his  hedges.  Man,  in  this  great 
department  of  industry,  is  what  none  of  his  predecessor 
upon  the  earth  ever  were,  —  "a  fellow-worker"  with 
the  Creator.  He  is  a  mighty  improver  of  creation.  "NVe 
recognize  that  as  improvement  which  adapts  nature  more 
thoroughly  to  man's  own  necessities  and  wants,  and  renders 
it  more  pleasing  both  to  his  sense  of  the  sesthe^c  and  to  his 
more  material  senses  also.  He  adds  to  the  beauty  of  the 
flowers  which  he  takes  under  his  charge,  —  to  the  delicacy 
and  fertility  of  the  fi-uits;  the  seeds  of  the  wild  grasses 
become  com  beneath  his  care ;  the  green  herbs  grow  great 
of  root  or  bulb,  or  bulky  and  succulent  of  top  and  leaf; 
the  wild  produce  of  nature  sports  under  his  hand  ;  the  rose 
and  lily  broaden  their  disks  and  multiply  their  petals ;  the 
harsh  green  crab  swells  out  into  a  delicious  golden-rinded 
apple,  streaked  with  crimson;  the  productions  of  his 
kitchen   garden,   strangely  metamorpliosed    to  serve  the 
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uses  of  hia  tabic,  bear  forma  tmlaiown  to  nature ;  an  occalt 
law  of  ohange  and  developnient  inherent  to  these  organ- 
isms meets  in  bim  with  the  developing  instinct  and  ability, 
and  they  are  regenerated  under  hia  surveillance.  Kor  is 
hifl  influence  over  many  of  the  animals  less  marked.  The 
■  habits  which  he  imparts  to  the  parents  become  nature,  in 
his  behalf^  in  their  offspring.  The  dog  acquires,  under  his 
tiitel^e,  the  virtues  of  fidelity  to  a  master  and  affection  to 
a  friend.  The  ox  and  horse  learn  to  assist  him  in  the 
labors  of  the  fields.  The  uddei-s  of  the  cow  and  goat 
distend  beneath  his  care  far  beyond  the  size  necessary  in 
the  wild  state,  and  supply  him  with  rich  milk,  and  the 
other  various  producta  of  the  daiiy.  The  fleece  of  the 
slioep  becomes  finer  of  textiiie  and  longer  of  fibre  in  his 
pens  and  folds;  and  even  the  indocile  silkworm  q>ins,  in 
his  sheltered  consciTatoi'ica,  and  among  tlie  miilbe'ny  trees 
which  ho  has  p1;intc<l,  a  larger,  and  brighter,  and  more 
glistening  cocoon.  M.in  is  the  great  creature-worker  of 
the  world,  —  its  one  cioatcd  being,  that,  taking  up  the 
work  of  tlic  adoralite  Cieatop,  carries  it  on  to  higher 
resiilts  and  nobler  dcvclopmetita,  and  finds  a  field  (or  his 
persevering  ingenuity  and  skill  in  every  province  in  which 
his  Maker  had  expatiated  before  him.  He  is  evidently — 
to  adopt  and  modify  the  remark  of  Okeu — God's  image 
"manifest  in  the  flesh." 

Surveyed  from  the  special  point  of  view  furnished  by  this 
peculiar  nature  of  man,  unique  in  creation,  all  the  past  of 
our  planet  divides  into  two  periods ;  —  the  period.  Inclusive 
of  every  i^  known  to  the  geologist,  during  which  only  the 
Creator  wrought;  and  the  period  during  which  man  has 
wrought,  and  to  which  all  human  history  belongs.  In  such 
a  view  we  are  presented  with  two  sets  of  works,  —  those 
of  the  Creat(ii--workoi',  and  those  of  the  ci cutiire-worker ; 
aud  the  vast  Auid  of  materials  on  which  tlie  natural  theo- 
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logian  frames  his  arguments  demonstrative  of  design  or 
contrivance,  assumes  a  new  significancy  and  interest  when 
employed  as  evidence  that  there  exists  a  certain  correspond- 
ence of  nature  and  intellect  between  the  two  workers, 
human  and  Divine.  The  ability  of  accomplishing  the  same 
ends  by  the  same  means,  —  in  other  words,  of  thinking  and 
acting  in  the  same  practical  tract,  —  indicates  a  similarity, 
if  not  identity,  of  intellectual  nature.  In  the  Chinese  centre 
of  civilization,  for  instance,  printing,  gunpowder,  the  mari- 
ner's compass,  with  the  various  chemical  and  mechanical 
nvta  of  elegant  life,  were  originated  without  concert  with 
the  European  centre  of  civilization,  simply  because  in  China, 
as  in  Europe,  the  same  human  faculties,  prompted  by  the 
same  tastes  and  necessities,  had  expatiated  in  the  same 
tracts  of  mvention,  and  had,  as  a  consequence,  educed  the 
same  results.  I  was  much  struck,  when  spending  half  an 
hour  m  a  museum  illustrative  of  the  arts  in  China,  by  the 
identity  of  these  with  our  oun,  especially  in  the  purely 
mechanical  departments ;  and  again,  when  similarly  em- 
ployed in  that  apartment  devoted,  in  the  British  Museum, 
to  the  domestic  utensils  of  the  ancient  Egyptians.  The 
identity  of  the  more  common  contrivances  which  I  wit- 
nessed, with  familiar  contnvances  in  our  own  country,  I 
regarded  as  altogether  as  conclusive  of  an  identity  of  mind 
in  the  individuals  who  had  originated  them,  as  if  I  had 
actually  seen  human  creatures  at  work  on  them  all.  One 
class  of  productions  showed  me  that  the  potter's  wheel  and 
the  turning  lathe  had  been  known  and  employed  as  cer- 
tainly in  China  and  ancient  Egypt  as  in  Britain.  Another, 
that  their  weaving  processes  must  have  been  nearly  the 
same.  The  Chinese  know,  for  instance,  as  well  as  ourselves, 
that  patterns  can  be  delicately  brought  out,  —  es  in  the 
damasks, — without  the  assistance  of  color,  simply  by  expos- 
ing silken  or  flaxen  fibre  at  different  angles  to  the  light ; 
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and  they  have  &llcn,  as  their  work  showa,  on  the  rig^t 
methods  of  producing  it.  And  the  Egyptians  sntidpated 
iLi  in  even  our  moat  homely  household  contrivances.  They 
even  fermented  their  bread  and  trussed  their  fowls  after  the 
same  feshion;  and  thus  gave  evidence,  in  these  familiar 
r.iattCTs,  thai  tlioy  thought  and  contrived  "after  the  manner 
<il'  men."  Xow,  in  acquainting  myself  with  the  organisnw 
1)1'  the  geologic  periods,  I  have  been  similarly  but  more 
deeply  im]>ressed  by  what  I  must  be  permitted  to  term  the 
h'linau  Ciist  and  character  of  the  contrivances  which  they 
exemjilified.  Not  only  could  I  understand  the  principles  on 
v.liieh  they  wore  constructed,  but  further,  not  a  few  of  them 
lijiil,  I  fotmd,  been  actually  introduced  into  works  of  human 
i:ivention  ages  ero  they  were  discovered  in  the  rock,  'What 
I'.io  great  Creator-worker  had  originated  in  the  Paleeozoic 
jind  Secondary  periods,  had  been  in  after  times  originated 
by  the  little  creature- wo I'kor,  wholly  unaware  that  his  con- 
trivance had  been  antiei{>ated,  and  was  bnt  a  repetition  of 
a  previously  executed  design.  In  the  later  geologic  ages 
the  organization  of  the  \'arious  extinct  animals  ao  nearly 
resembled  that  of  the  animals  which  still  live,  that  we  may 
regard  it  as  not  inadequately  represented  by  the  illustrations 
of  Paley.  .A  few  such  exceptional  contrivances  appear 
among  the  mammals  of  the  Tertiary  as  that  formed  by  tho 
huge  pickaxo-tike  tnsks  of  the  Dinotherium,  or  a  few  such 
extraordinary  modifications  of  the  orduiary  mammalian 
framework  as  that  exhibited  in  the  enormously  massive  pel- 
vic arches  and  hinder  limbs  of  the  Mylodon  and  Megatlie- 
rium.  But  not  until  we  [Kiss  into  the  depoMts  of  the  Seo- 
ond.iry  period,  and  get  among  its  cejihalopoda,  do  we  find 
a  mechanism  altogether  uidike  any  with  which  we  arc 
acquainted  among  lis'ing  organisms.  As  admirably  shown 
by  Buckland,  the  partitions  which  separate  into  chrimbers 
all  the  whorls  of  the  ammonite  except  the  outermost  one, 
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were  «xqiiisitel}-  adapted  to  strengthen,  by  the  torttMw 
wijidinga  of  their  outer  cdgi's,  a  shell  which  h&d  to  comlnno 
great  lightnesa  with  great  powers  of  resistance.  Itself  a 
cootinnoiu)  arch  throughout,  it  was  supported  by  a  series  of 
continuous  ai-chcs  inside,  somcwiiat  resembling  in  form  the 
groined  ribs  of  the  Gothic  roof^  but  which,  unlike  the  pon- 
derous stone  work  of  the  medieval  architects,  were  as  liglit 
as  tliey  were  strong.  And  to  this  combination  of  arches 
there  was  added,  in  the  ribs  and  grooves  of  the  shell,  yet 
another  element  of  strength,  —  that  which  has  of  late  been 
introduced  into  iron  roofe,  which,  by  means  of  their  corru- 
gations,— ribs  and  grooves  like  those  of  the  ammonite, — 
are  made  to  span  over  wide  spaces,  without  the  support  of 
beams  or  raftei-s.  Still  more  recently,  the  same  principle 
has  beeo  introduced  into  metallic  boats,  which,  when  corm- 


(Oolitt.) 


gated,  like  the  old  ammonites,  are  found  to  be  sufficiently 
strong  to  resist  almost  any  degree  of  pressure  without  the 
wonted  addition  of  an  interior  framework.  Similar  evi- 
dences of  di'sigii  .^|)p(.■llr  in  tlio  other  extiuut  uioilusi-s  p.-i-ii- 
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liar  to  these  geologic  ages,  such  as  the  hamito  and  tnrrilite. 
Tlie  belemnite  seema  to  have  united  the  principle  of  the 
■  float  to  that  of  ttie  sinker,  &a  we  see  both  wiited  in  some  of 
owr  moilcm  life  boats,  which  are  steadied  on  their  keol  by 
one  principle,  and  preserved  from  foundering  by  the  other; 
or  aa  we  find  them  united  by  the  boy  in  his  mimic  Hninck, 
ivliich  ho  hollows  out  and  decks,  in  order  to  render  it  siifli- 
ciently  light,  while  nt  the  same  time  he  furnishes  it  with  a 
keel  of  lead,  in  order  to  render  it  sufficiently  steady.  Tlie 
old  niticulata  abound  in  marks  of  ingenious  mechanical 
contrivance.     Tlie  Irilobitcs  were  covered  over  back  and 


iieail  with  the  most  exquisitely  constnioted  plate  armor: 
Imt  ;is  their  abdomens  seem  to  have  been  snt>.  ami  dcfcnct'- 
less,  they  had  the  ability  of  coiling  themselves  romid  ini  llie 
a])proaoh  of  danger,  plate  moving  on  plate  with  the  nicest 
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adjustment,  till  the  rim  of  the  armed  taQ  rested  on  that  of 
the  armed  head,  and  the  creature  presented  the  appearance 
of  a  ball  defended  at  every  point.  In  some  genera,  as  in 
Calymene,  the  tail  consisted  of  jointed  segments  till  its  ter- 
mination ;  in  others,  as  in  IllaBuus,  there  was  a  great  caudal 
shield,  that  in  size  and  form  corresponded  to  the  shield 
which  covered  the  head ;  the  segments  of  Calymene,  from 
the  flexibility  of  their  joints,  fitted  close  to  the  cerebral 
rim ;  while  the  same  effect  was  produced  in  the  inflexible 
shields,  caudal  and  cephalic,  of  Ilhenus,  by  their  exact  cor- 
resi)ondence,  and  the  flexibility  of  the  conncctmg  rings, 
wliich  enabled  them  to  fit  together  like  two  equal-sized 
cymbals  brought  into  contact  at  every  point  by  the  hand. 
Nor  were  tlie  ancient  crinoids  less  remarkable  for  the  amount 
ot*  nice  contrivance  which  their  structures  exhibited,  than 
llic  ancient  molluscs  or  crustaceans.  In  their  calvx-likc 
bodies,  consisting  always  of  many  parts,  we  find  the  princi- 
ple of  the  arch  introducd  in  almost  every  possible  form  and 
modification,  and  the  utmost  flexibility  secured  to  their 
st»;ny  arms  by  the  amuziiig  number  of  the  pieces  of  wliich 
they  were  composed,  and  the  nice  disposition  of  the  joints. 
Ill  the  Pentacrinites  of  the  Secondary  period  (see  Fig.  97) 
an  immense  spread  of  arms,  about  a  thousand  hi  number, 
and  composed  of  about  a  hundred  thousand  separate  pieces, 
had  all  the  flexibility,  though  formed  of  solid  lime,  of  a 
ilrift  of  nets,  and  yet  were  so  nicely  jointed,  tooth  fitting 
into  tooth  in  all  their  numerous  parts,  and  the  whole  so 
l)o;ind  together  by  ligament,  that,  with  all  the  flexibility, 
tl icy  had  also  all  the  toughness  and  tenacity,  of  pieces  of 
I  'iread  network.  Human  ingenuity,  with  the  same  puqwses 
to  eifect,  that  is,  the  sweeping  of  shoals  of  swimming 
animals  into  a  central  receptacle,  would  probably  construct 
a  somewhat  similar  machine ;  but  it  would  take  half  a  life- 
time to  execute  one  equally  elaborate. 
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In  carefully  examining,  for  purposes  of  restoration,  somo 
of  the  earliest  ganoidal  fishes,  I  was  not  a  little  impresseil 


•  o,  Artlciilalinfi  Burfnce  of  joint.    )■,  FruRincnt  of  coiumii,  exhihitlng 
luitmlly  tiio  looili  proctases,  >o  fiUcU  Inio  ciicb  othiir  oa  lo  ailmit  of 
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by  tlie  peculiar  mechanical  contrivances  eithibited  in  their 
lar^-Iy  developed  dermal  skeletons.  In  some  cues  these 
contrivances  were  sufficiently  simple,  resembling  those  which 
wo  lind  excmpliii(.-(I  in  the  humbler  trades,  ori^nated  in 
I'oniparativdy  unenlightened  ages ;  and  yet  their  simplicity 
li;iil  but  the  effect  of  rendering  the  pecnli&rly  human  cast 
of  the  mind  cxliibitcd  in  their  production  all  the  more 
oL^'ioiis.  The  bony  scales  which  covered  fishes  snch  as  the 
O^teolopis  and  Diploptcrus  of  the  Old  Red  Sandstone,  or 


00 


( OlA  Bad  Auufolon. 


the  Megalichthys  of  the  Coal  Measures,  were  of  consider- 
able mass  and  lliickncss.     They  could  not,  compatibly  with 
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much  nicety  of  finish,  be  lniil  over  each  otlier,  like  ihu  tliin 
homy  scales  of  tlie  salmon  or  herring ;  mid  eo  we  find  them 
curiously  fitted  together,  not  like  slates  on  a  modem  roo^ 
but  like  hewn  stones  on  on  ancient  one.  There  ran  on  the 
upper  Barface  of  each,  along  the  anterior  side  and  higher 
end,  a  groove  of  a  depth  equal  to  half  the  thickness  of  the 
scnlc ;  and  along  the  posterior  ^de  and  lower  end,  on  the 
under  Burfece,  a  sort  of  bevelled  chamfer,  which,  fitting  into 
the  grooves  of  the  scales  immediately  behind  and  beneath 

Fig.  99. 


lOld  Jlid  SandttOHt.) 


it,  bronght  their  siirliit'cs  to  the  same  line,  and  rendered  tho 
shining  coverings  of  these  strongly  armed  ganoids  as  smooth 
and  even  as  those  of  the  most  delicately  coated  fishes  of 
the  present  day.  In  the  scales  of  the  Cclacanth  fomily  tlio 
arrangement  was  different.  Tliough  exceedingly  massive 
in  some  of  the  genera,  they  were  imbricated,  like  those  of 
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the  PiUigolin» ;  and  were  cliiefly  remnrkable  for  the  combi- 
nation of  contriyaucvs  which  they  uxlubited  for  securing  the 
greatest  possible  amount  of  strength  from  the  least  possible 
amonntof  thickness.  The  seaivs  of  I/oli^ft^cAiia  git/tinteu» 
may  be  selected  as  representative  of  those  of  tlie  fiuuily  to 
which  it  belonged.  It  consisted  of  three  plates,  or  rather, 
like  the  linmaii  skull,  of  two  solid  jilates,  with  a  dijtloe  or 
spongy  layer  betweiii.  The  outer  surface  was  curiously  fret- 
ted into  attcniate  ridjres  .ind  furrows;  aii<l  hence  the  name 
of  the  genus,  —  lei-inkled  s:ale  ;  and  the«j  iinpaitcd  to  the 
exterior  phitc  on  whitli  they  oecinreil,  and  which  waa 
foi-ined  of  solid  bone,  the  stwiigth  whiih  results  from  a  cor- 
rugated or  fluted  surface.  Ciomwell,  in  com  missioning  a 
fiienil  to  send  him  a  hehnel,  shrewdly  stipulated  that  it 
should  bea"tiuted  pot;"  and  we  find  that  the  Iloloptychius 
had  got  the  principle  of  the  fluted  pot  excni|>!ilied  in  the 
outer  plate  of  euih  ol'  its  scales,  unioh]  ages  before.  The 
ejmiigy  middle  plate  must,  like  the  dijiloe  of  the  sktdl,  hare 
served  to  deaden  the  vibrations  of  a  blow  dealt  frgm  the 

Fig.  loo. 


outside.  It  was  a  stratum  of  sand  bags  piled  up  in  the  raid- 
AV:  of  a  (ilank  rampart.  Their  iimernxist  tiible  was  formed, 
like  tliL'  outer,  of  solid  bone,  but  had  a  ilifferent  nrrangt^ 
ntent.     I;  was  p^'.iiK.'!ly  not  one,  but  sevcrui  NiMi^s,  ii:  exich 
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of  vhicli  the  osseons  fibres,  spread  out  ia  the  genera]  plane 
of  the  Bcole,  lay  at  a  diverse  angle  from  those  of  the  table 
immediately  in  contact  with  it.  The  principle  was  evidently 
that  of  the  double-woven  cloth,  or  cloth  of  two  incorporated 
layers,  snch  as  moleskin,  in  which,  irom  the  arrangement 
of  the  threads,  what  a  draper  would  term  the  lear  of  the 
one  layer  or  fold  lies  at  a  different  angle  in  the  general 
fiibric  from  that  of  the  other.  We  are  thus  jtreaented,  in  a 
single  fossil  scale  little  more  than  the  eighth  part  of  an  inch 
in  thickness,  with  three  dislihct  BtrongthenJng  principles, — 
the  principle  of  Croniwcli's  "flutc'd  pot," — the  principle  of 
a  rampart  lined  with  ])I;iiik,  and  filled  with  sand  bags  in  the 
centre,  —  and  the  principle  of  the  double-woven  fabrics  of 
the  "moleskin"  maiiuiiicturcr.*  The  contrivances  exem- 
plified in  the  cuiras^s  of  the  Pttrit-hthys  were  scarce  leas 
remarkable.  It  was  li)nni'<l  of  bony  plates,  strongly  arched 
above,  but  comparativoly  flat  beneath  ;  and  along  both  its 
anterior  and  posterior  rims  a  sudden  thickening  of  the  plates 
formed  a  massive  baiul,  whii-h  served  to  strengthen  the 
entire  structure,  as  ti:msvoi>c  ribs  of  stone  ara  found  streng- 
thening Gothic  vau!ts  of  the  Xoiman  age.  The  scale 
covered  tail  of  the  creatnre  issued  from  within  the  posterior 
rim,  which  formed  around  it  a  complete  though  irregular 
ring,  arched  above  and  depressed  beneath;  whereas  the 
anterior  rim,  to  which  the  head  was  attached,  was  incom- 
plete when  separated  from  it.  It  was,  in  its  detached  state, 
an  arch  wanting  the  keystone.  A  keystone,  however,  pro- 
jected outwards  from  the  occipital  plate  of  the  liead ;  and. 


*  Perbapi  one  Btrengthenfng  principle  more  miuht  bo  cnameratcd  a* 
occaTTlhg  in  Ibii  curioas  plcra  of  mcrbaiilnm.  In  tliu  layers  of  Ihe  nether 
plate,  the  flbrff",  inmpnd  of  hcing  laid  In  parnlli'l  lines,  like  the  Ihremls  in 
tiio  moleskin  of  my  illiisfrallon,  ceem  to  h".  f-Il'd  (o^i'llipr.— nn  mriiiw 
ment  which  mnut  hnvc  aJiled  confirleraWj-  to  tlicir  colii-ivncy  a-.'.d  powtra 
of  rcBiiUncc. 
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as  it  had  to  form  at  once  the  bond  of  connection  between 
the  cerebral  armature  of  the  creature  and  its  cuirass,  and  to 
eonii)lete  the  arch  formed  by  the  strengthening  belt  or  rib 
of  the  latter,  it  curiously  combined  the  principle  of  both 
the  dovetail  of  the  carpenter  and  the  keystone  of  the  mason. 
Viewed  from  above,  it  was  a  dovetail,  forming  a  strong 
attachment  of  the  head  to  the  body ;  viewed  in  the  trans- 
verse section,  it  was  an  efficient  keystone,  that  gave  solidity 
and  strength  to  the  arched  belt  or  rib.  Both  keystone 
and  dovetail  are  comparatively  simple  contrivances ;  but  I 
know  not  that  they  have  been  united  in  tlie  same  piece,  save 
in  the  very  ancient  instance  furnished  by  the  strong  bony 
plate  which  connected  the  helmet  of  the  Pterichthys  with 
its  cuirass. 

A  brief  anecdote,  yet  further  illustrative  of  the  frame- 
work of  this  ancient  ganoid,  may  throw  some  additional 
light  on  what  I  have  ventured  to  term  the  human  cast 
of  the  contrivances  exhibited  in  the  onjanisms  of  the  old 
geologic  ages.  Ailer  carefully  examining  many  specimens, 
I  published  a  restoration  of  both  the  ujiper  and  under  side 
of  Pterichthys  fully  fifteen  years  ago.  The. greatest  of 
living  ichthyologists,  however,  misled  by  a  series  of  speci- 
mens much  less  comi)lete  than  nunCj  differed  from  me  in 
my  conclusions;  and  what  I  had  represented  as  the 
creature's  imder  or  abdominal  side,  he  represented  as  its 
uj)|)er  or  dorsal  side;  while  its  actual  upper  side  he 
regarded  as  belonging  to  another,  though  closely  allied, 
genus.  I  had  no  op]X)rtunity,  as  he  resided  on  the  Con- 
tinent at  the  time,  of  submitting  to  him  the  specimens  on 
which  I  had  founded;  though,  at  once  certain  of  his 
thorough  candor  and  love  of  truth,  and  of  the  solidity  of 
my  data,  I  felt  confident  that,  in  order  to  alter  his  decision, 
it  was  but  necessary  that  I  should  submit  to  him  my 
evidence.     Meanwhile,  however,  the  case  was  regarded  as 
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■ettled  against  me ;  and  I  found  at  least  one  popular  and 
very  iDgenious  writer  od  geology,  after  referring  to  my 
description  of  the  Pterichthya,  going  on  to  say  that, 
thoi^h  graphic,  it  was  not  correct,  and  that  he  himself 
coold  describe  it  at  least  more  truthtully,  if  not  more 
vividly,  than  I  had  done.  And  then  there  followed  a 
description  identical  with  that  by  which  mine  had  been 
eupjdanted.  Five  years  bad  passed,  when  one  day  our 
greatest  British  authority  on  fos^l  fishes,  Sir  Philip  £ger- 
ton,  was  etmck,  when  passing  an  hour  among  the  luhthyic 
orgimisms  of  his  princely  collection,  by  the  appearance 
presented  by  a  central  plate  in  the  cuirass  of  the  Ptorich- 
thys.  It  is  of  a  lozenge  form,  and,  occupying  exactly  such 
a  place  in  the  nether  armature  of  the  creature  as  that 
occupied  by  the  lozenge  shaped  spot  on  the  ace  of  dia- 
monds, it  comes  in  contact  with  four  other  plates  tliut  lie 
around  it,  and  represent,  so  to  speak,  the  white  portions 
of  the  card.  And  Sir  Philip  now  found,  that  instead  of 
lying  over,  it  lay  under,  the  four  contiguous  plates :  they 
overlapped  it,  instead  of  being  overlapped  by  it.  Tliis,  he 
at  once  said,  on  ascertaining  the  Ihct,  cannot  be  the  tipper 
side  of  the  Pterichthya.  A  plate  so  arranged  would  have 
formed  no  i^oper  protection  to  the  exposed  dorsal  surface 
of  the  creature's  body,  as  a  slight  blow  would  have  at 
once  sent  it  in  upon  the  interior  framework ;  but  a  proper 
enough  one  to  the  under  side  of  a  heavy  swimmer,  that, 
like  the  flat  fishes,  kept  close  to  the  bottom;  —  a  character 
which,  as  shoHTi  by  the  massive  bulk  of  its  body,  and  its 
small  spread  of  fin,  mnst  have  belonged  to  the  PteTichtliys. 
Sir  Philip  followed  up  his  obsen'atlons  on  the  central 
plate  by  a  minute  examination  of  the  other  parts  of  the 
creatuie's  armature  ;  and  the  survey  terminated  in  a  recog- 
nition of  the  earlier  restoration,  — set  aside  bo  lonj;  before, 
—  as   virtually  the   tme    one;  —  a  recognition  in   which 
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Agassiz,  when  made  acquainted  with  the  natnre  of  the 
evidence,  at  once  acquiesced.  Now,  here  was  there  a 
question  which  had  been  raised  regarding  the  true  mech- 
anism of  one  of  the  oldest  ganoidal  fishes,  and  settled 
erroneously  on  wrong  data,  agahi  opened  up,  to  be  settled 
anew  on  one  of  the  most  obvious  mechanical  principles 
exemplified  in  the  simple  art  of  the  slater  or  tiler.  The 
iirujunicnt  of  Sir  Philip  amounted  simi)ly  to  this  :  —  If  the 
accepted  restoration  be  a  true  one,  then  the  Creator  of 
the  Pterichthys  must  have  committed  a  mistake  in  me- 
chanics which  an  ordinary  slater  would  have  avoided; 
but  as  the  Creator  commits  no  such  bhmders,  the  mistake 
probably  occurs  in  but  the  restoration.  I  may  mention, 
that  the  dorsal  surface  of  this  ancient  iish  had  also  its 
central  plate,  —  a  lozenge  truncated  at  its  two  longer  ends; 
and  that,  moulded  to  meet  the  necessities  of  its  position,  it 
was  not  flat,  like  the  under  one,  but  strongly  arched ;  and 
that  on  four  of  its  six  sides  it  overrode  by  a  squamosa 
suture  the  lower  plates  with  which  it  came  in  contact. 

These  are  but  humble  illustrations  of  the  designing 
principle,  as  exhibited  of  old ;  and  yet  they  unpress  none 
the  less  strongly  on  that  account.  Among  the  many  con- 
trivances of  the  Chinese  Museum,  to  which  I  have  already 
referred,  none  seemed  more  to  excite  the  curiosity  of 
visitors  than  a  set  of  tall-backed,  elaborately  carved  chairs, 
exceedingly  like  those  which  were  used  m  our  own  country 
two  centuries  ago,  and  which  Cowper  so  exquisitely 
describes.  For  thousands  of  miles  in  the  wiiJe  tract  that 
spreads  out  between  European  Christendom  and  the  great 
wall,  the  inhabitants  squat  upon  mats  or  carpets,  or  loll  on 
divans;  and  the  contrivance  of  the  chair  is  unkno\^Ti:  it 
reappears  in  China,  however,  and  reappears,  not  as  a  mere 
seat  or  stool,  but  as,  in  every  bar  and  limb,  the  idcntic-al 
chair  of  Europe  arrested  a  century  or  two  back  in  its 
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ilevelopment.  And  every  corresponding  tenon  and  mortise 
exhibited  by  the  Chinese  and  European  exampleB  of  this 
aimple  piece  of  furniture  sened  more  forcibly  to  show  an 
identity  of  character  in  the  minds  which  had  originated 
them  in  eountiies  bo  far  apart,  than  the  more  elaborate 
contrivances  which,  though  illustrative  of  the  same  prin- 
ciples of  invention,  were  less  easily  understood.  It  is  ho 
with  the  more  simple  and  familiar  instances  of  adaptation 
furnished  by  the  works  of  the  Creator.  We  infer  from 
them,  more  directly  than  from  the  complex  mechanisms, 
that  he  who  wrought  of  old  after  the  manner  of  a  man 
must  have,  in  his  intellectual  character,  if  I  may  so  express 
myself^  certain  man-like  qualities  and  traits.  In  all  those 
works  on  Natural  Theology  that  treat,  like  the  work  of 
Piiley,  on  the  argument  of  design,  the  assumption  of  a 
certiun  unity  of  the  intellectual  nature  of  the  Creator  and 
creature  is  made,  tacitly  at  least,  the  basis  of  all  the  reason- 
ings; and  it  is  in  the  cases  in  which  the  design  is  most 
simple  that  the  argument  is  most  generally  understood.  It 
is  in  the  lower  akirta  of  the  Divine  nature  that  we  most 
readily  trace  the  resemblance  to  the  nature  of  man,  —  an 
efTect,  mayhap,  of  the  narrow  reach  of  our  faculties  in  their 
present  infantile  state. 

But  the  resemblance  is  not  restricted  to  the  constructive 
department.  Both  in  the  Chinese  collection  and  among 
the  Egyptian  antiquities  exhibited  in  the  British  Museum, 
I  found  color  as  certainly  as  mechanical  contrivance.  And 
the  color  furnished  not  only  a  practical  example  from  both 
the  early  and  the  remote  peoples  of  the  sani'  sort  of 
chemical  science  as  exbts  at  the  present  time  among 
ourselves  in  our  dyeworks  and  pigment  manufactories,  but 
it  also  showed  a  certain  identity  with  our  own  of  their 
seoee  of  beauty.  The  Chinese  satins  are  gorgeous  with 
green,  blue,  yellow,  scarlet,  crimson,  and  pui-ple,  and  have 
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fringes  heavy  with  thread  of  gold.  Gilding  is  as  common 
among  this  distant  people  as  among  ourselves,  and  at  onoe 
shows  a  fiuniliarity  with  the  art  of  the  gold  beater,  and  a 
sensibility  to  the  beauty  of  a  golden  sm:'&ce ;  and  in  the 
painted  ornaments  I  detected  the  rich  tintB  of  vermilion 
and  crimson  lake,  with  the  mineral  blues,  yellows,  ami 
greens.  In  the  Egyptian  department,  though  the  blanch- 
ing influences  of  three  thousiind  years  had  dinuned  the 
tints  and  tarnished  the  metals,  I  found  evidence  of  the 
same  regard  to  hue  and  lustre  as  exists  still  in  China  and 
among  ourselves ;  all  that  now  pleases  the  eye  in  London 
and  Pekin  had  pleased  it  in  Thebes  during  the  times  of  the 
earlier  Pharaoha.  And  just  as  we  infer  from  the  mechanical 
contrivances  of  th«  Croative-WorkiT  that  he  ix>ssesse8  a 
certaui  identity  of  mind  in  the  constructive  department 
with  his  creature-workers,  and  this  upon  the  principle  on 
which  we  infer  an  identity  of  mind  between,  the  creature- 
workers  of  China,  ancient  Egypt,  and  our  own  country, 
seeing  that  their  works  are  identical,  must  we  not  also 
infer,  on  the  same  ])rinciple,  that  he  possesses  in  the  cesthetie 
department  a  certain  identity  with  them  also.  True,  this 
region  of  the  beautiful,  ever  surrounded^  by  an  atmosphere 
of  obscure,  ill-settled  mctai)liysic^,  is  greatly  less  dear 
than  that  mechanical  province  of  whose  various  machines, 
whether  of  Divine  or  human  contrivance,  it  can  be  at  least 
affirmed  that  machines  they  are,  and  that  they  effect  their 
purposes  by  contrivances  of  the  same  or  of  resembling 
kinds.  And  yet  the  appearance  in  nature,  age  after  age, 
of  the  ^mme  forms  and  colors  of  beauty  whieh  man,  in 
gratifying  his  taste  for  the  lovely  in  shape  and  hue,  is  ever 
reproducing  for  himself,  does  seem  to  justify  our  inference 
of  an  identity  of  mind  in  this  province  also.  The  colors 
of  the  old  geologic  organisms,  like  those  of  the  paint mL*^ 
of  ancient  Egj'pt,  are  greatly  &ded.    A  few,  Ikv.vcvo:-,  v.' 
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the  Secondary,  aiifl  oven  Paleeosoic  shellH,  still  retain  the 
rich  prismatic  hues  of  the  original  nacre.  Many  of  the 
Tertiary  division  still  bear  the  distinctive  painted  spot^ 
Some  of  the  later  fossil  fislies,  when  first  laid  open  in  the 
rock,  exhibit  the  pearly  gleam  that  must  of  old  have 
lighted  up  the  green  depths  of  the  water  as  they  darted 
through.  Not  a  few  of  the  fossil  corals  preserve  enough 
of  tlicir  fonner  color  to  iniiMii-t  much  delicacy  of  tint  to  the 
iii.ni'blcs  in  which  tlicy  occui".  But  it  is  chiefly  hi  form,  not" 
ill  sJiade  or  hne,  tliat  we  find  in  the  organisms  of  the 
geologic  ages  examples  of  that  beauty  in  which  man 
deJiglits,  and  which  he  is  ever  reproducing  for  himself. 
There  is  scarce  an  architectural  ornament  of  the  Gothic  or 
Grman  styles  which  may  not  be  found  existing  aa  fossils 
in  the  rocks.  The  Ulodendron  was  sculptured  into  grace- 
fiilljr  anuiged  rows  of  p-:"*—^   —- '    "i-""!"  imbricated 
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leaves,  ramilar  to  those  into  which  the  Roman  arcliitecta 
fretted  the  torus  of  the  Co.rinthian  order.    The  Sigillaria 


SM 


G£0LOGT  IN  ITS  BEABIKGS 


were  fluted  oolnmns  ornately  carved  in  the  line  of  ^_  / 
dianneHed  flutes;  the  Lcpidbdcndni  bore,  according  to 
their  species,  sctilj)tured  scales,  or  lozenges,  or  egg-like 
hollows,  But  in  a  sort  of  frame,  and  relieved  into  knobs  and 
furrows;  all  of  them  Aimishing  examples  of  n  delicate 
diaper  work,  like  that  so  admired  in  our  more  ornate 
Gothic  buildings,  tnch  aa  Westminster  Abbey,  or  Canter- 
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bnrj-  and   Chiclicstor   Cathedrals,   only   proatly 
quisitc  in  their  design  and  finish      Tlie  wrf;!!  slif! 
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numeioTis  section  of  the  class  in  the  enrlier  ages,  anch  as 
Maulurea,  Euomphalus,  Clymeiiia,  and  the  great  ihniily  of 
the  ammonites,  were  volutes  of  varj-ing  proportions,  bat 
Dot  less  graceful  than  the  ornament  of  similar  proportions 
BO  frequently  introduced  into  Greek  and  Roman  arciiitec- 
ture,  and  of  wliich  we  have  such  promiaent  examples  in 
the  capitals  of  the  Ionic,  Corinthian,  and  eomposito  orders. 
In  what  is  known  as  the  modem  Ionic  the  spiral  of  the 
volute  is  not  all  on  one  plane ;  it  is  a  Euomphalns :  in  the 
central  volutes  of  the  Connthian  the  spiral  is  on  open  one; 
it  is  a  Lituite  or  Oyroceras:  in  the  andent  Ionic  it  is  either 
wholly  flat,  as  in  Planorbus  or  the  upper  side  of  Maclurea, 
or  slightly  relieved,  as  in  the  ammonites.  There  is  no  form 
of  the  volnte  known  to  the  architect  which  may  not  be 
found  in  the  rocks,  but  there  are  many  forms  in  the  rocks 
unknown  to  the  architect.  Nor  are  the  spireJike  sheila 
(see  Fig.  105)  less  remarkable  for  the  rich  and  varied  style 
of  their  ornamentation  than  the  wliorled  ones.  Tlicy  are 
spires,  pinnacles,  turrets,  broaches;  oniate,  in  some  in- 
stances, beyond  the  reach  of  the  arcliitect,  and  illustrative, 
in  almost  all,  of  his  happiest  fonns  and  proportions.  We 
detect  among  the  fossils  the  germs  of  numerous  designs 
developed  in  almost  every  department  of  art ;  but  merely 
to  enumerate  them  would  reqiure  a  voinme.  One  form  of 
the  old  classic  lamp  was  that  of  the  nautilus;  another,  that 
of  GyphoBa  tncttrva;  the  zigzag  mouldings  of  the  Norman 
Gothic  may  be  found  in  the  cartnatcd  oysters  of  the  Green- 
sand;  the  more  delicate  frettings  of  similar  form  which 
roughened  the  pillars  of  a  somewhat  later  age  occur  on 
Connlaria  and  the  dorsal  spines  of  Gyracanthus.  The  old 
eorals,  too,  abound  in  ornamental  patterns,  which  man, 
unaware  of  their  existence  at  the  time,  dci'ised  long  after 
for  himself.  In  an  article  on  c^ilico  printing,  which  forms 
part  of  a  recent  history  of  Lancasliire,  there  are  a  few  of , 
22* 
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the  pattorna  introduced,  backed  by  the  recommeDdation 
that  they  were  the  most  BuccessM  ever  tried.    Of  one  of 
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these,  known  as  "Lane's  Net,"  there  sold  a  greater  number 
of  pieces  than  of  any  other  pattern  ever  brought  into  the 
market.  It  led  to  many  imitations ;  and  one  of  the  most 
popular  of  tliese  answers  line  for  line,  save  that  it  is  more 
stiff  and  rectiUncar,  to  the  pattern  in  a  recently  dbcovcred 
Old  Red  Sandstone  coral,  the  Smifhia  Pcngelit/i.  ■  The 
beautifully  arranged  lines  which  bo  smit  tlic  dames  of 
England,  that  each  had  to  provide  hei-self  with  a  gown 
of  the  fabric  which  thoy  adorned,  had  been  stamped  amid 
the  rocks  eons  of  ages  hctbrc.  And  it  tnuFt  not  be  forgot- 
ten, that  all  these  fonns  and  shades  of  Iwauty  which  once 
filled  idl  nature,  but  of  which  only  a  few  fi-agments,  or  a 
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few  &ded  tint:*,  survive,  were  created,  not  to  gratify  man'a 
Itfve  of  the  aistlictic,  seeing  that  man  had  no  existence  until 
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long  after  they  had  disappeared,  but  in  meet  harmony  with 
the  tastes  and  faculties  of  the  Divine  Worker,  who  bad  in 
bis  wisdom  produced  them  all. 

Yon  will,  I  trust,  bear  with  me  should  I  eeek,  in  depths 
where  the  light  shed  by  science  becomes  obscure,  to  guide 
ray  step.-*  by  light  derived  from  another  and  wholly  different 
Boarce.  In  an  assembly  sueh  as  that  which  I  have  now  the 
honor  of  addressing,  there  must  be  many  shades  of  religious 
opinion.  I  shall,  however,  assail  no  man's  faith,  but  simply 
lay  before  you  a  few  deductions  which,  founded  on  my 
«own,  have  supplied  me  with  what  I  deem  a  con^tcnt 
theory  of  the  curious  class  of  phenomena  with  which  this 
evening  we  have  been  mainly  dealing.  First,  then,  I  must 
hold  that  we  receive  the  true  explanation  of  the  nta>t-like 
character  of  the  Creator's  workings  ere  man  was,  in  the 
remark.ible  text  in  which  we  are  told  (hat  "God  made  man 
in  his  oivn  image  and  likeness."  There  is  no  restriction 
here  to  moral  quality :  the  moral  image  man  bad,  and  in 
large  measure  lost ;  but  the  intellectual  image  he  still  re- 
tains. As  a  geometrician,  as  an  aritlunctici:m,  as  a  chemist, 
as  an  astronomer,  —  in  short,  in  all  the  departments  of 
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what  are  known  aa  the  etrict  Bciences,  —  man  differs  from 
his  Maker,  not  in  kind,  but  in  degree,  —  not  as  matter 
differs  from  mind,  or  darkness  from  light,  but  simply  as  a 
mere  portion  of  space  or  time  differs  from  aH  space  or  aH 
time.  I  have  already  referred  to  mechanical  contrivances 
as  identically  the  same  in  the  Divine  and  human  prodnc- 
ttons;  nor  can  I  doubt  that,  not  only  in  the  pervading 
sense  of  the  beautiful  in  form  and  color  whicti  it  is  our 
privilege  as  men  in  some  degree  to  experience  and  possess, 
but  also  in  that  perception  of  harmony  which  constitutes 
the  muakai  sense,  and  in  that  poetic  feeling  of  which 
Scripture  furnishes  us  wiih  at  once  the  earliest  and  the 
highest  examples,  and  which  we  may  term  the  poetic  sense, 
we  bear  the  stamp  and  impress  ol'the  Divine  image.  Now, 
if  this  he  so,  we  must  look  upon  tlie  schemes  of  Creation, 
Revelation,  and  Providence,  not  as  schemes  of  mere  adapta- 
tion to  man's  nature,  but  as  schemes  also  specially  adapted 
to  the  nature  of  God  as  the  pattern  and  original  nature. 
Further,  it  speaks,  I  must  hold,  of  tlic  harmony  and  unity 
of  one  sublime  scheme,  that,  after  long  ages  of  immaturity, 
—  after  the  dynasties  of  tlie  fish,  the  reptile,  and  the 
mammal  should  in  succession  have  terminated,  —  man 
should  have  at  length  corae  upon  the  scene  in  the  image 
of  God ;  and  that,  at  a  still  later  period,  God  himself  should'' 
have  eome  upon  the  scene  in  the  form  of  man ;  and  that 
thus  all  God's  workings  in  creation  shonid  be  indissolubly 
linked  to  God  himself,  not  by  any  such  mere  likeness  or 
image  of  the  Divinity  as  that  which  the  first  Adam  bore, 
but  by  Divinity  itself  in  the  Second  Adam ;  so  that  on  the 
rainbow-encircled  apex  of  the  pyramid  of  created  being  the 
Son  of  God  and  the  Son  of  Man  should  sit  enthroned  for- 
ever in  one  adorable  person.  That  man  should  have  been 
made  in  the  image  of  God  seems  to  have  been  a  meet 
preparation  for  God's  after  assumption  of  the  form  of  man. 
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It  wae  perhaps  thus  secnred  that  etock  ami  ffrtijt,  if  I  may 
venture  on  Buch  a  metaphor,  ehould  liave  tbo  neceBsary 
affinity,  and  be  capable  of  being  united  in  a  single  person. 
The  lalse  goda  of  the  Egyptians  assumed,  it  was  &bled,  the 
forma  of  brutes :  it  was  the  human  form  and  nature  that 
was  assumed  by  the  true  God ;  —  so  iar  as  we  know,  the 
only  form  and  nature  that  could  have  brought  him  into 
direct  union  with  at  once  the  matter  and  mind  of  the 
universe  which  he  had  created  and  made,  —  with  "true 
body  and  reasonable  soul."  Yet  further,  I  learn  by  in- 
evitable inference  from  one  of  the  more  distinctive  articles 
of  my  creed,  that  as  certainly  as  the  dynasty  of  the  fish 
was  predetermined  in  the  scheme  of  Providence  to  be 
succeeded  by  tlie  higher  dynasty  of  the  reptile,  and  that 
of  the  reptile  by  the  still  higher  dynasty  of  the  mammal,  so 
it  was  equally  predetermined  that  the  dynasty  of  respona- 
ible,  fidlible  man  should  bo  succeeded  by  the  d}Tiasty  of 
glorified,  immortal  man ;  and  that,  in  consequence,  the 
present  mixed  state  of  things  is  not  a  mere  result,  as  some 
theologians  believe,  of  a  certain  human  act  which  was  per- 
petrated about  six  thousand  years  ago,  hut  was,  virtually 
at  least,  the  efiec-t  of  a  God-determined  decree,  old  as 
eternity,  —  a  decree  in  which  that  act  was  written  as  a 
portion  of  the  general  progianimc.  In  looking  abroad  on 
that  great  history  of  life,  oi  which  the  latter  portions  are 
recorded  in  tlie  pages  of  revelation,  and  the  earlier  in  the 
rocks,  I  feel  my  grasp  of  a  doctrine  first  taught  me  by 
our  CalvinLstic  Catechism  at  my  mother's  knee,  tightening 
instead  of  relaxing.  "  The  decrees  of  God  are  his  eternal 
purposes,"  I  was  told,  "according  to  the  counsel  of  his  will, 
whereby  for  his  own  glory  he  hath  foreordained  whatso- 
ever comes  to  pass."  And  what  I  was  told  early  I  slill 
believe.  The  programme  of  Creation  and  Providence,  in 
all  its  successive  periods,  is  of  God,  not  of  man.    With  the 
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arrangements  of  the  old  geologic  periods  it  is  obvious 
man  could  have  bad  nothing  to  do :  the  primeval  ages  of 
wondrous  plants  and  monster  animals  i*an  their  course 
without  counsel  taken  of  him ;  and  in  reading  their  record 
in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  and  in  learning  from  their 
strange  characters  that  such  ages  there  were,  and  what 
they  produced,  we  are  the  better  enabled  to  appreciate  the 
impressive  directness  of  the  sublime  message  to  Job,  when 
the  "  Lord  answered  him  out  of  the  whirlwind,  and  said. 
Where  wast  thou  when  I  laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth? 
Declare  if  thou  hast  understanding."  And  I  can  as  littlo 
regard  the  present  scene  of  things  as  an  ultimate  conse- 
quence of  what  man  had  willed  or  wrought,  as  even  any  of 
the  pre-Adamic  ages.  It  is  simj)ly  one  scene  in  a  fore- 
ordained  series,  —  a  scene  intermediate  in  place  between 
the  age  of  the  irresponsible  mammal  and  of  glorified  man  ; 
and  to  provide  for  the  upward  passage  to  the  ultimate 
state,  we  know  that,  in  reference  to  the  purposes  of  the 
Eternal,  he  through  whom  the  work  of  restoration  has 
been  effected  was  in  reality  what  he  is  designated  in  the 
remarkable  text,  "  The  Lamb  slain  from  the  foundciiions 
of  the  world."  First  in  the  course  of  things,  man  in  the 
image  of  God,  and  next,  in  meet  sequence,  God  in  the  forni 
of  man,  have  been  equally  from  all  eternity  predetermine  1 
actors  in  the  same  great  scheme. 

I  approach  a  profound  and  terrible  mystery.  We  can 
see  how  in  the  pre-Adamic  ages  higher  should  have  suc- 
ceeded lower  dynasties.  To  be  low  was  not  to  be  immoral ; 
to  be  low  was  not  to  be  guilt-stained  and  miserable.  The 
sea  anemone  on  its  half-tide  rock,  and  the  fern  on  its 
mossy  hill-side,  are  low  in  their  respective  kingdoms ;  but 
they  are,  notwithstanding,  worthy,  in  their  quiet,  unol)- 
trusive  beauty,  of  the  God  who  formed  them.  It  is  only 
when  the  human  period  beghis  that  we  are  startled  and 
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perplexed  by  the  problem  of  a  lownesa  not  innocent,  —  an 
int'urioi-ity  tnntamount  to  moral  deformily.  In  the  period 
of  rvsponsibility,  to  be  low  means  to  be  evil;  and  how,  we 
oak,  coiihl  a  lowness  and  inferiority  resolvable  into  moral 
evil  have  had  any  place  in  the  decrees  of  that  Judge  who 
ever  does  what  is  right,  and  in  whom  moral  evil  can  have 
no  place  ?  The  snbject  is  one  whieh  it  seoras  not  given  to 
man  thoroughly  to  corai)rehend.  Permit  me,  however,  to 
remark  in  reply,  that  in  a  sense  so  plain,  so  obviotw,  so 
xmeqiiivoeally  true,  that  it  would  lead  an  intelligent  jury, 
)ni|)aimelled  in  the  case,  conscientiously  to  convict,  and  a 
wise  judge  righteously  to  condemn,  all  that  is  evil  in  the 
present  state  of  things  man  may  as  certainly  have  wrought 
out  for  himself,  as  the  criminals  whom  we  see  sentenced  at 
every  justiciary  couit  work  out  for  themselves  the  course 
of  puniwhmcnt  to  which  they  are  justly  subjected. 

It  has  been  well  sMd  of  the  Author  of  all  by  the  poet, 
that,  "binding  nature  fast  in  fate,"  he  "left  free  the 
human  will."  And  it  is  this  freedom  or  independency  of 
will  operating  on  an  intellect  moulded  after  the  image  and 
likeness  of  the  Divinity  that  has  i-endered  men  cajiable  of 
being  what  the  Scriptures  so  emphatically  term  "fellow- 
workers  with  God."  In  a  himible  and  restricted  sense,  as 
I  have  already  remarked, — humble  and  restricted,  but  in 
that  restricted  sense  obviously  true,  —  the  surface  of  the 
earth  £tr  and  wide  testifies  to  this  fact  of  fellowship  in 
working.  The  deputed  lord  of  creation,  availing  himself 
of  God's  natural  laws,  does  what  no  mere  animal  of  the  old 
geologic  agea  ever  did,  or  ever  could  have  done, — ho 
adorns  and  beautifies  the  earth,  and  adds  tenfold  to  its 
original  fertility  and  productiveness.  In  this  special  sense, 
then,  be  is  a  fellow-worker  with  Him  who,  according  to 
the  Psalmist,  "  causeth  the  grass  to  grow  for  the  cattle, 
and  herb  for  the  senico  of  muu,  and  wine  th&t  maketh 
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glad  the  heart  of  nuin,  and  oil  that  makoth  his  &oe  to 
shine,  and  broad  which  rtrengthencth  man's  heart."  But 
it  is  ill  a  greatly  higher  sense,  and  in  reference  to  God's 
moral  lan-s,  that  he  is  lilted  to  be  hia  fellow-worker  in  the 
Scriptural  bcusc.  And  his  proper  employment  in  this  de- 
partment is  the  elevation  and  development,  moral  and 
intellectual,  of  liimself  and  liis  fdlow-nien,  both  in  adapta- 
tion to  the  demands  of  tlie  present  time,  and  in  preparation 
for  a  futnrc  state. 

All  expencnce,  however,  serves  to  show  that  in  this 
paramount  department  man  greatly  fails;  nay,  that  he  is 
infinitely  less  true  to  his  proper  end  and  destiny  than  the 
beasts  that  jierish  to  their  several  instincts.  And  yet  it 
may  be  remarked,  thai  sueh  of  the  lower  animals  as  are 
gnidcd  bypiiro  instiuet  are  greatly  more  infallible  within 
their  proper  spheres  than  the  higliei-,  half-reasoning  animals. 
The  mathematical  bee  ne\er  'loiistrnels  a  fiilso  angle  ;  the 
sagaeioiis  dog  in  not  nnfreqnently  out  in  his  caleulations. 
The  higher  the  animal  in  the  seale,  the  greater  its  liability 
to  error.  But  it  is  not  the  less  true,  thai  no  fish,  no 
reptile,  no  mammal,  of  the  geologic  or  the  recent  ages, 
ever  so  Mled  in  woi'king  out  the  purjiosea  it  was  created 
to  serve,  as  man  has  failed  in  working  out  hU/  further,  in 
no  creature  save  in  man  does  there  exist  that  war  of  the 
mind  between  apjietite  and  duty  of  which  the  Apostle  so 
consciously  complained.  Ami  wo  must  seek  an  explanation 
of  these  twin  fiicts  ill  that  original  fieedom  of  the  will 
which,  while  il  rondore.d  man  capable  of  being  of  cfioict 
God'n  fellow- worker,  also  coiitcrrcd  on  him  an  ability  of 
ohooi^ing  not  to  work  with  God.  And  his  choice  of  nol 
working  with  him,  or  of  working  against  him,  being  one« 
freely  made,  we  may  see  how,  from  man's  ^'ery  constitutior 
and  nature,  as  an  intelligence  united  to  matter  thai  in 
creases  his  kind  from  generation  to  generation  in  virtut 
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of  ths  original  law,  the  ability  of  agmn  working  with  God 
might  be  forever  destroyed.  And  thua  man's  general 
condition  as  a  lapsed  creature  may  be  as  nnequivocally  a 
consequence  of  man's  own  act,  as-  tbo  condition  of  iiidi- 
viilu^s  bom  free,  but  doomed  to  slavery  in  punishment  of 
tUeir  offences,  is  a  consequence  of  t/ieir  own  acts.  A  brief 
survey  of  the  many-colored  and  variously-placed  human 
family,  as  at  present  distributed  on  the  earth,  may  enable 
us  in  some  degree  to  conceive  of  a  matter  which,  involving, 
as  it  docs,  that  master  problem  of  moral  science,  the  ori^ 
of  evil,  seems,  as  I  have  said,  not  to  be  given  to  man  fully 
to  comprehend, 

"The  different  races  of  mankind,"  saya  Humboldt,  em- 
ploying, let  rae  remark,  the  hmyuage  of  the  distinguished 
German  naturalist  MuUer,  to  give  ex])ression  to  the  view 
which  he  himself  adopts,  —  "  the  different  races  of  mankind 
ore  not  different  species  of  a  genu8,  but  forms  of  one  sole 
Fjieeies,"  "The  human  spct-ie.s,"  says  Cuvler,  "  appears  to 
be  single,"  "When  we  corni>are,"  saya  Pritdiard,  "all 
llic  fiiots  and  observations  which  have  been  heretofore  fiilly 
established  aa  to  the  specific  iiiMtin(;ts  and  separate  psychical 
c'.dowments  of  all  the  distinct  tribes  of  sentient  beings  in 
the  imiverse,  ivo  are  entitled  to  draw  confidently  the  con- 
clusion, tliat  all  hiunan  races  iiro  of  one  species  and  one 
ilimily."  *'  God  hath  made  of  oiie  blood,"  eaid  the  AiM>stle 
Paul,  in  addressing  himself  to  the  eiite  of-  Athens,  "all 
nations,  for  to  dwell  on  the  face  of  all  the  earth,"  Such, 
on  this  special  hcatl,  is  the  testimony  of  Revelation,  and 
such  the  concliiRinn  of  our  highest  scientific  authorities. 
The  question  has,  indeed,  been  raised  in  these  latter  times, 
whether  each  species  of  animals  may  not  have  been  origi- 
nally created,  not  by  single  pairs  or  in  single  centres,  bnt  by 
several  pdrs  and  in  several  centres,  and,  of  course,  the 
homan  species  among  the  rest  ?  And  the  query,  —  for  in 
23 
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reality  it  amoiViits  to  nothing  more,  —  has  been  finrorably 
entertained  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  On  purely 
scientific  grounds  it  is  of  course  difficult  to  prove  a  negative 
in  the  case,  just  as  it  would  bo  difficult  to  prove  a  negative 
were  the  question  to  be,  whether  the  planet  Venus  was  not 
composed  of  quartz  rock,  or  the  planet  Mars  of  Old  Red 
Sandstone?  But  the  portion  of  the  problem  really  solvable 
by  science,  —  the  identity  of  the  human  race  under  all  it« 
conditions,  and  in  all  its  varieties,  —  science  has  solved.  It 
has  determined  that  all  the  various  tribes  of  man  are  but 
forms  of  a  single  species.  And  in  the  definition  of  species, 
—  waiving  the  American  doubt  until  it  shall  at  least 
become  something  more,  —  I  am  content  to  follow  the 
higher  authorities.  "We  unite,"  says  M.  de  Candolle, 
"under  the  designation  of  a  species,  all  those  individuals 
that  mutually  bear  to  each  other  so  close  a  resemblance  as 
to  allow  of  our  supposing  that  they  may  have  proceeded 
originally  from  a  single  being  or  a  single  pair."  "A 
ttpecies,^^  says  Buffon,  "is  a  constant  succession  of  indi- 
viduals similar  to  and  capable  of  reproducing  each  other." 
"  A  species,^^  says  Cuvier,  "  is  a  succession  of  individuals 
which  reproduces  and  perpetuates  itself." 

Now,  all  history  and  all  tradition,  so  far  as  they  throw 
light  on  the  question  at  all,  agree  in  showing  that  the 
centre  in  which  the  human  species  originated  must  have 
been  somewhere  in  the  temperate  regions  of  the  East,  not 
far  distant  from  the  Caucasian  group  of  mountains.  AH 
the  old  seats  of  civilization, — that  of  Niiieveh,  Babylon, 
Palestine,  Egypt,  and  Greece,  —  are  spread  out  around  this 
centre.  And  it  is  certainly  a  circumstance  worthy  of 
notice,  and  surely  not  without  bearing  on  the  physical 
condition  of  primeval  humanity,  that  in  this  centre  we  find 
a  variety  of  the  species  which  naturalists  of  the  highest 
standing  regard  as  fundamentally  typical  of  th»  highest 
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races  of  the  globe.  "The  natives  of  the  Cancasna,"  ■''y 
Cuvier,  "are  even  now  considered  as  the  handsomest  on 
earth."  And  wherever  man  has,  if  I  may  so  speak,  fallen 
least, — wherever  ho  has  retained,  at  least  intellectually, 
the  Divine  image,  —  this  Cancasian  type  of  feature  and 
figure,  with,  of  conrse,  certain  national  modifications,  lie 
•  also  retains.  It  was  developed  in  a  remarkable  degree 
imong  the  old  Greeks,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  busts  of 
some  of  their  handsomer  men  ;  and  still  more  remarkably 
in  their  beau  ideal  of  beauty,  oa  exemplified  in  the  statues 
of  their  gods.  We's^e  it  also,  though  dashed  with  a 
shade  of  seieiity,  in  the  strong  forma  and  stem  features 
of  monarchs  that  reigned  of  old  in  Nineveh  and  Babylon, 
as  brought  to  light  hi  their  impiessive  effigies  by  the  ext-a- 
^■8110113  of  Rawiinson  arid  Layard.  And  further,  though 
Bomcwhat  modified  by  the  African  dash,  we  detect  it  in 
the  colossal  statues  of  Egypt.  Nor,  as  shown  by  Egyptian 
p^tings  still  fresli  iu  color  and  outline,  was  it  less  trace- 
able in  the  ancient  Jewish  countenance  and  figure.  It  is 
still  {>alpable,  too,  amid  all  the  minor  peculiarities  of  national 
physiognomy,  in  the  various  peoples  of  Europe.  We  may 
see  it  in  onr  own  country,  though,  as  Sir  Walter  Scott 
truly  tells  us,  — 


It  walks,  however,  the  boards  of  our  Parliament  House  here 
iu  a  very  respectable  typo  of  Caucasian  man ;  and  all  agree 
that  nowhere  else  in  modem  Europe  is  it  to  be  found  m^n-e 
true  to  its  original  contour  than  among  the  high-bred  aris- 
tocracy of  England,  especially  among  the  female  members 
of  the  clasfl.  Looking,  then,  at  the  entire  evidence,  —  at- 
the  admitted  &ct  that  the  Circassians  of  the  present  day 
are  an  eminently  handsome  people,  —  that  the  old  Greeks, 
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Xincvitcs,  Egyptians,  Jews,  Romans,  mid  with  these  all  the 
modem  nations  of  Europe,  are  but  the  varieties  of  the 
central  i-ace  that  have  retained  in  greatest  perfection  the 
ori^nal  traits,  —  I  do  not  see  how  we  are  to  avoid  the  con- 
clusion that  this  Caucasian  type  was  the  type  of  Adamic 
man.  Adam,  the  &ther  of  mankind,  was  no  sqnalid  savage 
of  doubtful  humanity,  hut  a  noble  speameti  of  man ;  tmtf 
Eve  a  soft  Circas^an  beauty,  but  exquisitely  lovely  beyond 
the  lot  of  iUUen  hnmanity. 

"The  l0reliG«t  pair 

That  ever  yet  in  love's  embraces  met: 
Adam.  Ilio  Kwxl'icst  mnn  OF  men  since  bora 
His  £ODs;  the  fairest  of  her  dauehlcn  Eve." 

I  know  not  whether  I  should  add  what  follows.  It  has 
been  said  that  Luke,  the  "beloved  physician,"  was  also  a 
painter.  It  has  been  said  that  that  traditionary,  time- 
honored  form,  \shich  we  at  once  recognize  in  the  pictures 
of  the  old  masters  as  that  of  the  Saviour  of  mankiu'l, 
he  in  reality  bore  when  he  walked  this  earth  in  the  flesh. 
I  know  not  what  degree  of  ]>robabiUty  attaches  to  the 
belief.  I  know  not  whether  the  traditionary  forjn  he  in 
reality  the  true  oue.  Tliis,  however,  I  know,  tliat  if  such 
was  the  form  which  the  adorable  Redeemer  assumed  when 
he  took  to  himself  a  real  body  and  a  reasonable  soul,  the 
second  Adam,  like  the  first,  exemplified,  when  upon  earth, 
the  perfect  type  of  Caucasian  man. 

Let  mo  next  remark,  that  the  further  we  remove  from 
the  original  centre  of  the  race,  the  more  degraded  and  sunk 
do  we  find  the  several  varieties  of  humanity.  We  must 
set  wholly  aside,  in  our  survey,  the  disturbing  element  of 
modem  emigration,  Caucasian  man  has  been  pressing  out- 
wards. In  the  backwoods  of  America,  in  Southern  Africa, 
in  Aastralifl,  and  in  the  Polyneuan  islands,  the  old  Adamiu 
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typo  has  been  asserting  its  superiority,  and  annihilating 
before  it  the  degraded  races.  But  taking  into  account 
merely  the  aboriginal  varieties,  it  seems  to  be  a  general 
rule,  that  the  farther  we  remove  in  any  direction  from  the 
Adomic  centre,  the  more  animalizcd  and  sunk  do  we  find 
tho  varioiu  tribes  or  races.  Contraiy  to  the  conceptions  of 
the  assertors  of  the  development  hypothesis,  we  ascertain, 
as  we  proceed  outwards,  that  the  course  is  not  one  of  pro- 
gression from  the  low  to  the  high,  but  of  descent  from  the 
high  to  tlie  low.  Passing  nortliwards,  we  meet,  where  the 
lichen-covered  land  projects  into  the  frozen  ocean,  with  the 
diminutive  Laps,  squat,  ungraceful,  with  their  flat  features 
surmounted  by  pyramidal  sktills  of  small  capacity,  and,  as  a 
race,  unfitted  for  the  arts  either  of  peace  or  war.  We  meet 
also  with  the  timid  NanioUa»,  with  no!<cs  so  flat  as  to  be 
scarce  visibto  in  tlie  women  aiid  cliildren  of  the  race ;  and 
with  the  swarthy  Kamtschatkans,  with  their  broad  fiiees, 
protuberant  bellies,  and  thin,  iil-foi-mcd  legs.  Passing  south- 
wards, we  come  to  tho  negro  tribes,  with  their  sooty  skins, 
broad  noses,  thick  lips,  projecting  jawbones,  and  partially- 
webbed  fingers.  And  then  wo  find  onrsclves  among  the 
squalid  Hottentots,  repulsively  ngly,  and  begrimmed  with 
filth ;  or  the  still  more  ciitiprable  Bushmen,  Passing  east- 
wards, after  taking  leave  of  the  Persian  and  Indian  branches 
of  the  Caucasian  race,  we  meet  witli  the  squat  Mongolian, 
with  his  high  cheek  bones  set  on  a  broad  fiice,  and  bis  com- 
pressed, unintelleotaal,  pig-like  eyes;  or  encounter,  in  the 
Indian  Archipelago  or  the  Australian  interior,  tho  pitiably 
low  Alforian  races,  with  tlieir  narrow,  retreating  foreheads, 
slim,  feeble  limbs,  and  baboon-liko  iaces.  Or,  finally,  p.'issing 
westward,  we  find  tho  large-jawed,  copper-colored  Indians 
of  the  New  World,  vigorous  in  some  of  the  northern  tribes 
as  animals,  though  feeblo  as  men,  but  gradually  sinking  in 
•ontberD  Americs,  as  among  the  wild  Cariba  or  s^xitted 
23* 
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Araucans;  till  at  the  oxtrcmity  of  the  continent  we  find, 
naked  and  shivering  among  their  snows,  the  hideooa,  snull- 
cyed,  small-limhcd,  flat-headed  Fuegians,  perhaps  the  most 
wretched  of  hriman  creatures.  And  all  these  varieties  of  the 
species,  in  wliich  we  find  humanity  "fallen,"  according  to  the 
poet,  "  into  disgrace,"  are  varieties  that  have  lapsed  from  the 
oiiginal  Caucasian  typo.  Tliey  are  aU  the  descendants  of 
man  as  God  created  him ;  but  they  do  not  exemplify  man 
as  God  created  him.  They  do  not  represent,  save  in  hideous 
carienture,  the  glorious  creature  monlded  of  old  by  the 
hand  of  the  Divine  Worker.  They  are  fallen, — degraded; 
many  of  them,  as  races,  hoi^elessly  lost.  For  all  experience 
nerves  to  show,  that  when  a  tribe  of  men  falls  beneath  a 
certiiin  level,  it  cannot  come  into  competition  with  civilised 
man,  presxing  outwards  from  his  old  centres  to  possess  the 
earth,  without  becoming  extinct  licforc  him.  Sunk  beneath 
ft  cci-tain  level,  aa  in  the  forests  of  America,  in-Van  Dicman's 
Land,  in  Now  South  ^yak's,  and  among  the  Bushmen  of 
the  Cajie,  the  experience  of  more  than  a  hundred  years 
demonstrates  that  its  destiny  is  extinction, — not  restoration. 
Individuals  may  bo  recovered  by  the  labors  of  some  zealous 
missionary;  but  it  is  the  fate  of  the  race,  after  a  few  gen- 
erations, to  disappear.  It  lias  fiillen  too  hopelessly  low  to 
be  restored.  There  remain  curious  traces  in  the  Kew 
World  of  these  perished  tribes.  The  Bible,  translated  into 
an  old  Indian  language,  from  which  the  devoted  David 
Briiincrd  taught  so  successfully  a  nation  of  Red  Men,  still 
exists ;  but  it  speaks  in  a  dead  tongue,  which  no  one  con  now 
understand;  for  the  nation  to  whom  he  preached  has  become 
extinct.  And  Humboldt  tells  us,  in  referring  to  a  perished 
tribe  of  South  America,  that  there  lived  in  1806,  when  he 
visited  their  country,  an  old  parrot  in  Maypures,  which 
could  not  be  understood,  because,  as  the  natives  informed 
him,  it  spoke  th«  language  of  the  Atores.    Tribes  of  the 
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ahoriginea  of  Australia  have  wliolly  disappeared  during  the 
present  generation ;  and  I  rememher  seeing  it  stated  in  a 
newspaper  par^raph,  which  appeared  a  few  years  ago,  that 
the  last  niale  sun-Ivor  of  the  natives  of  Tasmania  was  at 
that  time  in  the  latter  stages  of  consumption. 

But  if  man,  in  at  least  the  more  degraded  varieties  of 
the  race,  be  so  palpably  not  what  the  Creator  originally 
made  him,  by  whom,  then,  was  ho  made  the  poor  lost 
ureature  which  in  these  races  we  find  him  to  be?  He  was 
made  what  he  is,  I  reply,  by  man  himself;  and  this,  in  many 
instaiiceS,  by  a  process  which  we  may  see  every  day  taking 
place  among  oursehes  in  individnals  and  families,  though 
happily,  not  in  races.  Man's  nature  again, — to  employ  the 
condensed  statement  of  the  poet,  —  has  been  bound  £ist  in 
fiite,  but  his  will  has  been  left  flee.  He  is  free  either  to 
resigu  himself  to  the  indolence  and  self-indulgence  bo  natural 
to  the  species;  or,  "spTiniing  delights,  to  live  laborious 
days;" — free  either  to  sink  into  ignorant  sloth,  de|>cndcnt. 
oselessness,  and  self'indui^c^d  imbecility,  bodily  and  mental, 
or  to  assert  by  honest  labor  a  noble  independence,  —  to 
seek  after  knowledge  as  for  hidden  treasures,  and.  In  the 
search,  to  sharpen  his  faculties  and  invigorate  liis  mind. 
And  while  we  see  around  ns  some  men  addressing  tliem- 
selves  with  stout,  brave  hearts  to  what  Carlylo  terms,  with 
homely  vigor,  their  "  heavy  job  of  work,"  and,  by  denying 
themselves  many  an  insidious  indulgence,  doing  it  efTcctu- 
ally  and  well,  and  rearing  up  well-taught  fomilies  in  usefnl- 
ness  and  comfort,  to  be  the  stay  of  the  future,  we  see  other 
men  yielding  to  the  ignoble  solicitations  of  appetite  m  of 
indolence,  and  becoming  worse  than  useless  themselves,  and 
the  parents  of  ignorant,  immoral,  and  worse  than  usck'sa 
families.  Tlio  wandering  vagrants  of  Great  Britain  at  the 
present  time  have  been  estimated  at  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
thousand  souls;  the  hereditary  paupers  of  England,  —  a 
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vastly  more  numeroiiH  claw,  —  have  become,  in  a  consider* 
able  degree,  a  sept  distinct  from  the  general  conunnnity; 
and  in  all  our  large  towns  there  are  certain  per  centagcs 
of  the  population, — unhappily  ever  increa^g  per  oentages, 
—  that,  darkened  in  mind  and  embruted  in  sentiment,  are 
widely  recognized  as  cmiiliatii-ally  the  dangerous  classea  of 
the  commmilty.  And  let  U3  remember  that  we  are  witness- 
ing in  these  iiistancoi;  no  new  thing  in  the  history  of  the 
species:  every  i>criod  since  that  of  the  vagabond  Cabi 
has  hnd  its  wai&  and  stragglei-s,  who  fell  behind  in  the 
genci-al  march.  In  circum.st uncus  suc-h  as  obtained  in  the 
earlier  ages  of  the  human  f;nni)y,  all  tlie  exiiiting  nomadca 
and  j>aupers  of  our  country  t^ouhl  have  passed  into  Astinct 
races  of  men.  For  in  the  course  of  a  few  generations  their 
forms  and  comph'.Yions  would  begin  to  tell  of  tho  self 
induced  degradation  that  had  taken  place  in  their  nunda ; 
and  in  a  few  age»  nioie  they  would  have  become  permanent 
varieties  of  the  sjwcies.  There  are  cases  in  which  not  more 
than  from  two  to  three  (renturies  have  been  found  snAicicnt 
thoroughly  to  alter  the  oi'iginal  ]ihysioguomy  of  a  race. 
"On  the  plantation  of  Ulster  in  IGll,  and  afterwards,  on 
the  success  of  the  British  against  the  rebels  in  1G41  and 
1689,"  says  a  shrewd  writer  of  the  present  day,  himself  an 
Irishman,  "great  multitudes  of  the  native  Iriith  were  driven 
from  Anm^h  and  the  south  of  Down,  into  the  mountmnous 
tract  extending  fi-om  the  Barony  of  Fleurs  eastward  to  the 
sea;  on  the  other  side  of  the  kingdom  the  same  race  were 
exposed  to  the  worst  cfTccts  of  hunger  and  ignorance,  the 
two  great  brutalizers  of  the  human  race.  TTie  descen- 
dants of  these  exiles  are  now  distinguished  physically  by 
great  degradation.  They  are  remarkable  for  open,  project- 
ing mouths,  with  prominent  teeth  and  ex^wsed  gums;  and 
thwir  advancing  cheek  Iwineji  ami  d<'pres«ed  noses  bear  bar- 
barism on  their  very  front,     I:i  tJligo  and  northern  Mayo 
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the  consequences  of  the  tvo  centuries  of  degradation  and 
liardsliip  exhibit  themselves  in  the  whole  pliysicai  condition 
of  the  people,  affecting  not  only  the  features,  but  the  frame. 
Five  feet  two  inches  on  aa  average,  —  pot-bellied,  bow-leg- 
ged, abortively  featured,  their  clothing  a  wisp  of  rags,  — 
these  spectres  of  a  people  that  were  once  well-grown,  able- 
bodied,  and  comely,  stalk  abroad  into  the  daylight  of  civil- 
izatioD,  the  annual  apparition  of  Irish  ugliness  and  Irish 
want." 

Such  is  man  as  man  himself  has  made  him,  —  not  man  as 
he  came  &om  the  hand  of  the  Ci'eator.  In  many  instances 
the  degradation  has  been  voluntary  ;  in  others  it  has  been 
forced  upon  families  and  races  by  the  iron  hand  of  oppres- 
sion; in  almost  all, — whether  sclf-chosen  by  the  parents 
or  imposed  uiKin  them,  —  the  ohililren  and  the  children's 
•children  have,  as  a  niattcr  of  inevitable  necesuty,  been 
bom  to  it.  For,  wli;ituvcr  wo  may  think  of  the  Scriptural 
doctrine  on  this  spci-ial  head,  it  is  a  fact  broad  and  palpable 
in  the  economy  of  nntiiro,  that  parents  do  occupy  a  federal 
position;  and  that  the  lapstd  progenitors,  when  out  off 
irom  civilization  and  all  external  interference  of  a  missionary 
character,  become  the  founders  of  a  lapsed  race.  The 
iniquities  of  the  parents  are  visited  upon  the  children. 
And  in  all  such  instances  it  in  man  left  to  the  freedom  of 
his  own  will  that  is  the  detcriorator  of  man.  The  doctrine 
of  the  Fall,  in  its  purely  theologio  aspect,  is  a  doctrine 
which  must  be  apprehended  by  faith ;  but  it  is  at  least 
something  to  find  that  the  analogies  of  science,  instead  of 
running  counter  to  it,  run  in  exactly  the  same  line.  It  is 
one  of  the  inevitable  consequences  of  that  nature  of  man 
whidb  the  Creator  "bound  Cist  in  fate,"  while  he  left  free 
his  will,  that  the  free  will  of  the  parent  should  become  the 
destiny  of  the  child. 
But  the  subject  is  one  in  which  wo  can  see  our  way  as 
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but  "  tlii-ougU  a  glass  darkly."  Nay,  it  is  posable  that  the 
master  iiroblem  which  it  involves  no  ideated  intelligenoa 
can  thoroughly  unlock.  It  has  been  well  said,  that  the 
"  i>oct's  heart  "  is  informed  by  a  "  terrible  sagadty  ; "  and 
I  am  at  times  disposed  to  regard  Milton's  conception  of  the 
perplexity  of  the  fiillen  spirits,  when  reasoning  on  "fixed 
fiitc,  fi-eo  will,  foreknowledge  absolute,"  and  finding  "no 
end  in  wandering  mazes  lost,"  much  rather  as  a  sober  tnith 
canght  from  the  invisible  world,  than  as  merely  an  inge- 
nious £incy.  The  late  liobei't  Montgomery  has  rather  mt- 
happily  chosen  Satan  as  one  of  the  themes  of  his  muse ; 
and  in  his  long  poem,  designated  in  its  second  title  "Intel- 
lect without  God,"  he  has  set  that  personage  a-reasoning 
in  a  style  which,  I  fear,  nioro  completely  demonstrates  thu 
absence  of  God  than  the  ])rescnce  of  intellect.  It  hait, 
however,  sometimes  occurred  to  me,  that  a  j>oet  of  thtf 
larger  calibre,  who  to  the  Divine  faculty  and  vision  abided 
such  a  knowledge  of  geologic  si-lence  as  that  wliich  Virgil 
possessed  of  the  Natinal  History  of  liis  time,  or  as  that 
which  Milton  iK>ssesscd  of  the  general  learning  of  hit, 
might  find,  in  a  somewhat  iiimilar  subject,  the  materials  of  a 
poem  which  "  posterity  would  not  willingly  let  die,"  There 
is  one  of  the  satirists  justly  severe  on  a  class  of  critics 

"  Who,  drily  plnin.  without  Invention's  aid. 
Write  dull  rccclpLi  liow  poems  may  be  made." 

But  at  some  risk  of  rendering  myself  obnoxious  to  his 
censure,  I  shall  attempt  indicating  at  least  the  general 
seo]»o  aud  character  of  what  the  schoolmen  might  term 
!i  p'ltsilile  poem ;  which,  if  vivified  by  the  genius  of  some 
of  the  higher  masters  of  the  lyre,  broad  of  (iicnity,  and 
at  once  great  poets  and  great  men,  might  prove  ono 
precious  boon  more  to  the  world,  suited,  conformably  to 
the  special  demands  of  these  latter  times,  to 
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"nwcrt  nwmnl  ProvldcnMi, 
And  JustJiy  the  ways  of  G<h[  io  nutn." 

There  lias  boen  var  among  the  intolligenccs  of  God's 
opiritaal  creation.  Lucifer,  son  of  tho  morning,  has  fallen 
like  fire  &oia  heaven ;  and  onr  present  earth,  existing  as 
a  half-«xtingtiished  hell,  has  rcccivetl  him  and  his  angels. 
I>ead  matter  exists,  and  in  tho  unembodied  spirits  vitnlity 
exists ;  hilt  not  yet  in  all  tlie  uiiivci-se  of  God  lias  ttic 
vitality  been  nnited  to  the  matter ;  animal  life,  to  even  the 
profound  apprehension  of  the  falU-n  angel,  is  an  incon- 
ceivable idea.  Meanwhile,  as  tjie  scarce  reckoned  ceu- 
tnries  roll  by,  vacantly  and  dull,  like  the  cheerless  dnys 
and  nights  over  the  head  of  some  unhappy  captive,  tho 
miserable  prisoners  of  our  jiJanet  become  aware  that  there 
iH  a  slow  change  taking  place  in  the  condition  of  their 
prison-house.  "Where  a  low,  dark  archijK'lago  of  islands 
rwao  their  flat  backs  over  the  thermal  waters,  the  heat 
glows  less  intensely  than  of  old ;  the  red  fire  bursts  forth 
less  frequently ;  the  dread  earthquake  shakes  more  rarely ; 
save  in  a  few  centres  of  intcnser  action,  the  great  deep  do' 
longer  boils  like  a.  pot ;  and  though  the  heavens  arc  still 
shut  out  by  a  gray  ceiling  of  thick  vapor,  through  which 
Bun  or  moon  never  yet  appeared,  a  less  gloomy  twilight 
straggles  at  noonday  through  the  eaveloping  cloud,  and 
£iUs  more  cheerfiilly  than  herGtoforo  upon  land  and  sea. 
At  length  there  comes  a  morning  in  which  great  ocean 
and  the  scattered  islands  declare  that  God  the  Creator 
had  descended  to  visit  the  earth,  Tlie  hitherto  verdurelesa 
land  bears  the  green  flush  of  vegetation ;  and  there  ate 
creeping  things  among  tho  trees.  Nor  is  the  till  now 
unexampled  mystery  of  animal  life  absent  from  the  sounds 
and  bays.  It  is  the  highest  intelligences  that  manifest  the 
dooi>ost  interest  in  the  works  of  the  All  Wise,  Xor  can 
we  doubt  that  on  that  morning  of  creative  miracle,  in  which 
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matter  and  vitality  Trere  first  nnited  in  the  bonds  of  a 
strange  wedlock,  the  comprehensive  intellec-t  of  the  great 
fallen  spirit  —  profound  and  active  beyond  the  lot  of  hu- 
manity—  would  have  found  ample  emploj-raent  in  attempt- 
iiig  to  fathom  the  vast  mystery,  and  in  vainly  askii^  what 
tiiesf  strange  things  might  mean. 

With  how  much  of  wonder,  as  scene  succeeded  soene, 
niid  creation  followed  creation,  —  as  life  sprang  out  of 
death,  ntid  death  out  of  life,  —  must  not  that  acute  Intel- 
ligence have  ivatched  the  course  of  the  Divine  Worker, 
—  scornful  of  spirit  and  full  of  enmity,  and  yet  aware, 
in  the  iimcr  depths  of  his  intellect,  that  what  be  dared 
i)isultinglj-  to  depreciate,  he  yet  failed,  in  its  ■  ultimate 
end  and  purpose,  adequately  to  comprehend !  Standing 
in  the  presence  of  imsdvod  mysteiy,  under  the  chill  and 
ivithf.iiig  shadow  of  that  secret  of  the  Lord  which  was 
not  with  him,  how  thoroughly  must  he  not  have  seen,  and 
with  what  bitter  malignity  felt,  that  the  grasp  of  the 
Almighty  was  still  uixin  him,  and  that  in  the  ever  varying 
problem  of  creation,  which,  with  all  his  powers,  lie  fiuled 
to  luitoi-k,  and  which,  as  ajre  siiccceded  age,  remained  an 
unsolved  j>roblem  still,  the  Divine  Master  against  whom  he 
had  rebelled,  but  from  whose  iiresenco  it  was  in  vaia  to 
flee,  emphatically  spake  to  him,  as  in  an  after  age  to  the 
iratriareh  Job,  and,  with  the  quiet  dignify  of  the  Infinite, 
challenged  him  either  to  do  or  to  know !  "  Shall  ho  that 
contend-Jth  with  tho  Almighty  instruct  him?  He  that 
reprovcth  God,  let  him  answer.  Knowest  thou  the  ordi- 
)i:tn<;es  of  Heaven?  or  canst  thou  set  the  dominion  thereof 
i  1  the  earth  ? "  With  what  wild  thoughts  must  that 
restless  and  unhappy  spirit  have  wandered  amid  the 
tai'gled  mazes  of  the  old  carboniferous  forests !  With 
what  bitter  mockeries  must  ho  have  watched  tho  fierce 
wus  which  raged  in  their  sloggish  waters,  among  raveuona 
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creatures  horrid  with  trenchant  teeth,  barbed  eting,  diid 
sharp  spine,  and  envelo|>ed  in  glittering  armor  of  pJiito  and 
Minlel  And  how,  as  generation  after  generation  jossed 
away,  and  ever  and  anon  the  ocean  rolled  where  the  land 
had  been,  or  the  land  rose  to  possess  the  ancient  seota  of 
the  ocean,  —  how,  when  looking  back  upon  myriads  of 
ngcs,  and  when  calling  up  in  memory  what  once  had  been, 
the  features  of  eartli  seemed  scarce  more  fixed  to  his  view 
than  the  fenttires  of  the  sky  in  a  day  of  dappled,  brce«e- 
bomo  cloudy  —  how  must  he  have  felt,  as  he  became 
conscious  that  the  earth  was  fast  ripeiiing,  and  that,  as  its 
foundations  became  stHbie  on  the  abyss,  it  nas  made  by 
the  Creator  a  home  of  higher  and  yet  higher  forma  of 
existence,  —  how  must  he  have  felt,  it,  like  some  old  angnr 
looking  into  the  inner  niyistcries  of  animal  life,  with  their 
strange  prophecies,  the  tnith  had  at  length  buist  upon  him, 
that  reasonhig,  accountable  man  was  fast  coming  to  the 
birth, — man,  the  moral  agent,  —  man,  the  ultimate  work 
And  end  of. creation,  —  man,  a  creatine  In  whom,  as  In  the 
inferior  annuals,  vitality  was  to  be  united  to  matter,  but 
in  whom  also,  as  in  no  inferior  animal,  resjKinsibility  was 
to  be  united  to  vitality!  How  must  exiwcianey  have 
quickened, -^  how  must  solicitude  have  gi-own,  —  when, 
after  the  dynasty  of  the  fish  had  been  ancceeded  by  the 
dynasty  of  the  reptile,  and  that  of  the  reptile  by  the 
dynasty  of  the  sagacious  mammal,  a  time  had  at  length 
arrived  when  the  eailh  had  become  iixed  and  stable,  and 
the  proud  waves  of  ocean  had  been  stayed,  —  when,  after 
species  and  genera  in  both  kingdoms  had  been  increased 
tenfold  beyond  the  precedent  of  any  former  age,  the 
Creative  Hand  seemed  to  pause  in  its  working,  and  the 
finished  creation  to  demand  its  loid!  Even  at  this  I.ito 
period,  how  strange  may  not  the  doubts  and  uncertain  ties 
have  been  that  remained  to  darken  the  luiud  of  the  lost 
24 
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Spirit!  It  was  according  to  his  experience,  —  stretched 
backwards  to  the  first  beginnings  of  organic  vitality,  and 
coextensive,  at  a  still  earlier  period,  with  God's  spiritnal 
universe,  —  that  all  animals  should  die, — that  all  moral 
agents  should  live.  How,  in  this  new  creature,  —  this 
prodigy  of  creation,  who  was  to  unite  what  never  before 
had  been  united,  —  the  nature  of  the  animals  that  die  with 
the  standing  and  responsibility  of  the  moral  agents  that 
llve^ —  how,  in  this  paitakcr  of  the  double  nature,  was  the 
discrepancy  to  be  reconciled  ?  IIow,  in  this  matter,  were 
the  opposite  claims  of  life  and  death  to  be  adjusted,  or 
the  absolute  inimortallty^  which  cannot  admit  of  degrees, 
to  be  made  to-  meet  with  and  shade  into  the  mortality 
which,  let  us  extend  the  term  of  previous  vitality  as  we 
may,  must  forever  involve  the  antagonistic  idea  of  final 
annihilation  and  the  ceasinc:  to  be? 

At  length  creation  receives  its  deputed  monarch.  For, 
moulded  by  God's  own  finger,  and  in  God's  own  likeness, 
man  enters  upon  the  scene,  an  exquisite  creature,  rich  in 
native  faculty,  pregnant  with  the  yet  undeveloped  seeds 
of  all  wisdom  and  knowledge,  tender  of  heart  and  pure 
of  spirit,  formed  to  hold  high  communion  "with  his  Creator, 
and  to  breathe  abroad  his  soul  in  sympathy  over  all  that 
the  Creator  had  made.  And  yet,  left  to  the  freedom  of 
his  own  will,  there  is  a  weakness  in  the  flesh  that  betrays 
his  earthly  lineage.  It  is  into  the  dust  of  the  ground  that 
the  living  soul  has  been  breathed.  The  son  of  the  soil, 
who,  like  the  inferior  animals,  his  subjects,  sleeps  and 
wakes,  and  can  feel  thirst  and  hunger,  and  the  weariness 
of  toil,  and  the  sweets  of  rest,  and  who  come  under  the 
general  law,  "increase  and  multi])ly,"  i>romulgated  of  old 
to  them,  stands  less  firmly  than  the  immaterial  «i>irits  stood 
of  old ;  and  yet  even  they  rebelled  against  Heaven,  and 
fell.     There  awakes  a  grim  hope  in  the  sullen  lord  of  the 
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first  revolt.  Ages  beyond  tale  or  reckoning  has  this 
temple  of  creation  been,  in  building.  Long  have  its  mute 
prophecies  in  fishes  and  Id  creeping  things,  in  bird  and  in 
beast,  told  of  coming  man,  its  final  object  and  end.  And 
ROW  there  needeth  but  one  blow,  and  the  whole  edifice 
is  destroyed,  God's  purposes  marred  and  frustrated,  and 
this  new  fevorite  of  earth  dashed  back  to  the  dust  out 
of  which  he  was  created,  and  brought,  like  the  old,  extinct 
races,  under  the  eternal  law  of  death.  Armed  with  the 
experience  in  evil  of  uneummed  ages,  the  Tempter  plies 
his  work :  nor  is  it  to  low  or  ignoble  appetites  that  he 
appeals.  It  is  to  the  newly-formed  creature's  thirst  for 
knowledge ;  it  is  to  his  love  stronger  than  death.  The  wiles 
of  the  Old  Serpent  prevail ;  man  falls  prostrate  before 
him;  creation  trembles;  and  then  from  amid  the  trees 
of  the  garden  comes  the  voice  of  God.  And  lol  in 
an  emgma  mysterious  and  dark  a  new  dispensation  of 
prophecy  begins.  Victims  bleed ;  altars  smoke ;  the  tab- 
ernacle arises  amid  the  white  tents  of  the  desert ;  the 
temple  ascends  all  glorious  on  the  heights  of  Mount  Zion; 
prophet  after  prophet  declares  his  motsage.  At  length, 
in  the  fulness  of  time,  the  Messiah  comes;  and,  in  satisfy- 
ing the  law,  and  in  fulfilling  all  righteousness,  and  in 
bringing  life  and  immortality  to  light,  abundantly  shofl-s 
forth  that  the  terminal  dynasty  of  all  creation  bad  been  of 
old  fijreordaincd,  ero  the  foundations  of  the  world,  to 
possess  for  its  eternal  lord  and  monarch,  not  primeval  man, 
created  in  the  image  of  God,  but  God,  made  manifest  in 
the  flesh,  in  the  form  of.primevid  man.  But  how  breaks 
on  the  baffled  Tempter  the  sublimo  revelation  ?  Wearily 
did  he  toil,  —  darkly  did  he  devise,  and  take,  in  his  great 
misery,  deep  counsel  against  the  Almighty ;  and  yet  all 
the  while,  while  striving  and  relating  as  an  enemy,  has 
be  been  wielded  aa  a  tool ;  when,  glaring  aloof  in  big 
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prond  rebellion,  the  grasp  of  the  Omnipotent  has  been 
upon  him,  and  the  Eternal  Purposes  have  encompassed 
him,  and  he  has  been  working  out,  all  unwittingly,  the 
foreordamed  decree.  '^For  our  God  maketh  the  wrath 
of  the  wicked  to  prabe  him,  and  the  remainder  thereof 
doth  he  restrain." 

But  enough,  for  the  present,  of  the  poems  that  might 
be.  Permit  me,  however,  to  add,  in  the  words  of  one  of 
the  most  suggestive,  and  certainly  not  least  powerful,  of 
English  thinkers,  that  "  a  fell  of  some  sort  or  other,  —  the 
creation,  as  it  were,  of  the  non-absolute,  —  is  the  fundxv- 
mental  postulate  of  the  moral  history  of  man.  Without 
this  hypothesis,"  he  adds,  "man  is  unintelligible, — with  it 
every  phenomenon  is  explicable.  The  mystery  itself  is  too 
profound  for  human  insight."  Such,  in  this  matter,  was 
the  ultimate  judgment  of  a  man  who  in  youth  had  enter- 
tained very  opposite  views,  —  the  poet  Coleridge. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  inferences  of  the  geologist 
militate  against  those  of  the  theologian.  Nay,  not  those 
of  our  higher  geologists  and  higher  theologians, — not 
what  our  Murchisons  and  Sedgwicks  infer  in  the  one  field, 
with  what  our  Chalmerses  and  Isaac  Taylors  infer  in  the 
other.  Between  the  Word  and  the  Works  of  God  there 
can  be  no  actual  discrepancies ;  and  the  seeming  ones  are 
discernible  only  by  the  men  who  see  worst. 

"Mote-like  they  flicker  in  unsteady  eyes. 
And  weakest  his  who  best  descries." 

The  geologist,  as  certainly  as  the  theologkn,  has  a  province 
exclusively  his  own ;  and  were  the  theologian  ever  to  re- 
member that  the  Scriptures  could  not  possibly  have  been 
given  to  us  as  revelations  of  scientific  truth,  seeing  that  a 
single  scientific  truth  they  never  yet  revealed,  and  the 
geologist  that  it  must  be  in  vain  to  seek  in  science  those 


OTS   THE  TWO   THEOLOGIES.  SRI 

truths  which  lead  to  salvaUoD,  seeing  that  in  science  these 
tniths  were  never  jet  found,  there  would  be  little  danger 
even  of  difference  among  than,  and  none  of  colliston.  Naf, 
there  ia,  I  doubt  not,  a  time  coming  in  which  the  Butlera 
and  Cbalmcrsea  of  the  futnre  will  be  content  to  recognize 
the  geologic  field  as  that  of  their  richest  and  most  pregnant 
analogies.  It  is  with  the  history  of  the  pre-Adamic  ages 
that  geology  sets  itself  to  deal ;  and  by  carefiilly  conning 
the  ancient  characters  graven  in  the  rocks,  and  by  decipher- 
ing the  strange  inscriptions  which  they  compose,  it  greatly 
extends  the  record  of  God's  doings  upon  the  earth.  And 
what  more  natural  to  expect,  or  rational  to  hold,  than  that 
the  Unchangeable  One  should  have  wrought  in  all  time 
after  one  general  type  and  pattern,  or  than  that  we  may 
seek,  in  the  hope  of  finding,  meet  correspondences  and 
striking  analogies  between  hia  revealed  workings  during 
the  human  period,  and  hia  previous  workings  of  old  during 
the  geologic  periods,  — correspondences  and  analogies  suited 
to  establish  the  identity  of  the  worker,  and,  of  course,  firom 
that  identity  to  demonstrate  the  authenticity  of  the  revela- 
tion? Permit  me  to  bring  out,  in  conclauon,  what  I  have 
often  thought  on  this  subject,  but  have  not  been  able  so 
tersely  to  express,  in  a  brief  quotation  from  one  of  the 
most  instructive  works  of  the  present  age,  the  "  Method 
of  the  Kvine  Government,"  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  M'Cosh:  — 
"Science  has  a  foundation,"  says  this  solid  thinker  and 
accomplished  writer,  "and  so  has  religion.  Let  them  unite 
their  foundations,  and  the  basis  will  be  broader,  and  they 
will  be  two  compartments  of  one  great  &bric  reared  to  the 
glory  of  God.  Let  the  one  be  the  outer  and  the  other 
the  inner  court'.  In  the  one  let  all  look,  and  admire,  and 
adore;  and  in  the  other  let  those  who  have  feith  kneel, 
and  pray,  and  praise.  Let  the  one  bo  the  sanctuary  where 
human  learning  may  present  its  richest  iooenae  as  an 
24* 
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offeriHg  to  God,  and  the  other,  tlio  holiest  of  all,  separated 
from  it  by  a  veil  now  rent  in  twain,  and  in  wlilch,  on  a 
blood-sprinkted  mercy  seat,  we  ]x>ur  oat  the  love  of  a  rec 
onciled  heart,  and  hear  the  oracles  of  the  living  God." 


LECTURE  SEVENTH. 

THE   NOACHIAN   DELUGE. 


Thxrb  are  events  bo  striking  in  themselves  or  from  their 
accompaniments,  that  they  powerfully  impress  the  memories 
of  children  but  Uttle  removed  from  infancy,  and  are  retiuned 
by  them  in  a  sort  of  troubled  recollection  ever  after,  how- 
ever extended  their  term  of  life.  Samuel  Johnson  was  only 
two  and  a  half  years  old  when,  in  accordance  with  the 
belief  of  the  time,  he  was  touched  by  Queen  Anne  for  the 
"EvD ;"  but  more  than  seventy  years  after,  he  could  call 
np  in  memory  a  dreamJike  recollection  of  the  lady  dressed 
in  a  black  hood,  and  glittering  with  diamonds,  into  whose 
awful  presence  he  had  been  ushered  on  that  occasion,  and 
who  bad  done  for  the  cure  of  his  complaint  all  that  legiti- 
mate royalty  could  do.  And  an  ancient  lady  of  the  north 
country,  who  had  been  carried,  when  a  child,  in  her  nnrae'a 
arma,  to  witness  the  last  witch  execution  that  took  place  in 
Scotland,  could  distinctly  tell,  after  the  lapse  of  nearly  a 
century,  that  the  fire  was  surrounded  by  an  awe-struck 
crowd,  and  that  the  smoke  of  the  burning,  when  blown 
about  her  by  a  cross  breeze,  had  a  foul  and  suffocating 
odor.  In  this  respect  the  memory  of  in&nt  tribes  and 
nations  seems  to  resemble  that  of  individuals.  There  are 
characters  and  events  which  impress  it  so  strongly,  that 
they  seem  never  to  be  forgotten,  but  live  as  traditions, 
■ometimes  mayhap  very  vague,  and  much  modified  by  the 
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inventions  of  an  after  time,  but  which,  in  floating  down- 
wards to  late  ages,  always  bear  about  them  a  certain 
strong  impress  of  their  pristine  reality.  They  are  shadows 
that  have  become  ill  defined  from  the  vast  distance  of  the 
objects  that  cast  them,  —  like  the  shadows  of  great  birds 
flung,  in  a  summer's  day,  from  the  blue  depths  of  the  sky 
to  the  landscape  far  below,  —  but  whose  very  presence, 
however  difliiscd  they  may  have  become,  testifies  to  the 
existence  of  the  remote  realities  from  which  they  are 
thrown,  and  without  which  they  could  have  had  no  being 
at  all.  The  old  mythologies  are  filled  with  shadowy  tradi- 
tions of  this  kind, —  shadows  of  the  world's  "gray  fathers,** 
" — which,  like  those  shadows  seen  reflected  on  clouds  by 
travellers  who  ascend  lofty  mountains,  are  exaggerated 
into  the  most  gigantic  proportions,  and  bear  radiant  glories 
aroimd  their  heads. 

There  is,  however,  one  special  tradition  which  seems  to 
be  more  deeply  impressed  and  more  widely  spread  than 
any  of  tlie  others.  The  destruction  of  M'cll  nigh  the  whole 
human  race,  in  an  early  age  of  the  world's  history,  by  a 
great  deluge,  appears  to  have  so  impressed  the  minds  of 
the  few  survivors,  and  seems  to  have  been  handed  down 
to  their  children,  in  consequence,  with  such  terror-struck 
impressiveness,  that  their  remote  descendants  of  the  present 
day  have  not  even  yet  forgotten  it.  It  appears  in  almost 
every  mythology,  and  lives  in  the  most  distant  countries, 
and  among  the  most  barbarous  tribes.  It  was  the  laudable 
ambition  of  Humboldt,  —  first  entertained  at  a  very  early 
period  of  life,  —  to  penetrate  into  distant  regions,  imknown 
to  the  natives  of  Europe  at  the  time,  that  he  might  acquaint 
himself,  in  fields  of  research  altogether  fresh  and  now,  with 
men  and  with  nature  in  their  most  primitive  conditions. 
In  carrying  out  his  design,  he  journeyed  far  into  the 
woody  wilderness  that  surrounds  the  Orinoco,  and  found 
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himself  amoDg  tribes  of  wild  Indians  whose  very  names 
were  uiknown  to  the  civilized  world.  And  jet  among 
even  these  forgotten  races  of  the  hunum  family  he  found 
the  tradition  of  the  deluge  still  fresh  and  distinct;  not 
confined  to  single  tribes,  but  general  among  the  scattered 
nations  of  that  great  region,  and  intertwined  with  curious 
additions,  suggestive  of  the  inventions  of  classic  mythology 
in  the  Old  World.  "The  beUef  in  a  great  deluge,"  we 
find  him  saying,  "is  not  confined  to  one  nation  singly, — 
the  Tamanacs :  it  makes  part  of  a  system  of  historical 
tradition,  of  which  we  find  scattered  notions  among  the 
Maypures  of  the  great  cataracts;  among  the  Indians  of 
the  Rio  Erevato,  which  runs  into  the  Caura;  and  among 
almost  all  the  tribes  of  the  Upper  Orinoco.  When  the 
Tomanacs  are  asked  how  the  human  race  survived  this 
great  deluge,  —  'the  age  o/waCer'  of  the  Mexicans, —  they 
say,  a  man  and  woman  saved  themselves  on  a  high  moun- 
tain called  Taraanacu,  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Asiveru, 
and,  coating  behind  them  over  their  heads  the  fruits  of  the 
mauritia  palm-tree,  they  saw  the  seeds  contained  In  these 
fruits  produce  men  and  women,  who  re-peopled  the  earth. 
Thus,"  adds  the  philosophic  traveller,  "  we  find  in  all  sim- 
plicity, among  nations  now  in  a  savi^e  state,  a  tradition 
which  the  Greeks  embellished  with  all  the  charms  of 
imaginatitm."  The  resemblance  is  certainly  very  striking. 
"Quit  the  temple,"  said  the  Oracle  to  Peucalion  and 
Pyrrha,  when  they  had  consulted  it,  after  the  great  del- 
uge, regarding  the  mode  in  which  the  earth  was  to  be 
re-peopled,  —  "viul  your  heads,  unloose  your  girdles,  and 
throw  behind  your  backs  the  bones  of  your  grandmother." 
Rightly  interpreting  what  seemed  darkest  and  most  ob- 
scure in  the  reply,  they  took  "stones  of  the  earth,"  and, 
casting  them  beiiind  ihnm,  the  stones  flung  by  Deucalion 
became  men,  and  those  by  Pytrha  became  women,  and 


286  THE   KOACHIAK   DELUGE. 

thus  the  disfumished  world  was  peopled  anew.  The  navi^ 
gator  always  regards  himself  as  sure  of  his  position  when 
he  has  tioo  landmarks  to  determme  it  by,  or  when  in  the 
open  ocean  he  can  ascertain,  not  only  his  latitude,  but  his 
longitude  also.  And  this  curious  American  tradition  seems 
to  have  its  two  such  marks,  —  its  two  bisecting  lines  of 
determination,  —  to  identify  it  with  the  classic  tradition 
of  the  Old  World  that  refers  evidently  to  the  same  great 
event. 

There  are  other  portions  of  America  in  which  the  tradi- 
tion of  the  Flood  is  still  more  distinct  than  among  the 
forests  of  the  Orinoco.  It  is  related  by  Herrera,  one  of 
the  Spanish  historians  of  America,  that  even  the  most 
barbarous  of  the  Brazilians  had  some  knowledge  of  a 
general  deluge ;  that  in  Peru  the  ancient  Indians  reported, 
that  many  years  bdbre  there  were  any  Incas,  all  the  people 
were  drowned  by  a  great  flood,  save  six  persons,  the  pro- 
genitors of  the  existing  races,  who  were  saved  on  a  float ; 
that  among  the  Mechoachans  it  was  believed  that  a  single 
fiimily  was  preserved,  during  the  outburst  of  the  waters,  in 
an  ark,  with  a  sufficient  number  of  animals  to  replenish  the 
new  world ;  and,  more  curious  still,  that  it  used  to  be  told 
by  the  original  inhabitants  of  Cuba,  that  "an  old  man, 
knowing  the  deluge  was  to  come,  built  a  great  ship,  and 
went  into  it  with  liis  family  and  abundance  of  animals ;  and 
that,  wearying  during  the  continuance  of  the  flood,  he  sent 
out  a  crow,  which  at  first  did  not  return,  staying  to  feed 
on  the  dead  bodies,  but  afterwards  returned  bearing  with 
it  a  green  branch."  The  resemblance  borne  by  this  last 
tradition  to  the  Mosaic  narrative  is  so  close  as  to  awaken  a 
doubt  whether  it  may  not  have  been  but  a  mere  recollection 
of  the  teaching  of  some  early  missionary.  Nor  can  its 
genuineness  now  be  tested,  seeing  that  the  race  which 
oherished  it  has  been  long  since  extinct.     It  may  be  stated. 
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however,  that  a  similar  suspicion  crossed  the  mind  of  IIiim< 
boKIt  when  he  was  engaged  in  collecting  the  traditions  of 
the  Indians  of  the  Orinoco ;  but  that  on  further  reflection 
and  inqniry  he  dismissed  the  doubt  as  groundless.  He 
even  set  himself  to  examine  whether  the  district  was  not  a 
fossiliferous  one,  and  whether  beds  of  sea  shells,  or  deposits 
charged  with  the  petrified  remains  of  corals  or  of  fishes, 
might  not  have  originated  among  the  aborigines  some 
mere  myth  of  a  great  inundation  sufficient  to  account  for 
the  appearances  in  the  rocks.  But  he  found  that  the 
region  was  m^nly  a  primary  one,  in  which  he  could  detect 
only  a  single  patch  of  sedimentary  rock,  existing  as  an 
anfos^iferous  sandstone.  And  so,  though  little  prejudiced 
in  t&voT  of  the  Mosaic  record,  he  could  not  avoid  arriving 
at  the  conclusion,  simply  in  hia  character  as  a  philosophic 
inquirer,  who  had  no  other  object  than  to  att^n  to  the 
real  and  the  true,  that  tlie  legend  of  the  wild  Maypures 
and  Tamanacs  regarding  a  great  destructive  deluge  was 
simply  one  of  the  many  forma  of  that  oldest  of  traditions 
which  appears  to  he  well  nigh  coextensive  with  the  human 
&mily,  and  which,  in  all  its  varied  editions,  seems  to  point 
at  one  and  the  same  signal  event.  Very  varied  some  of 
these  editions  are.  The  inhabitants  of  Tahiti  tell,  for  in- 
stance, that  the  Supreme  God,  a  long  time  ago,  being 
"Dgry,  dragged  the  earth  through  the  sea,  but  that  by  a 
Imppy  accident  their  island  broke  off  and  was  preserved ; 
the  Indians  of  Terra  Firma  believe,  that  when  the  great 
deluge  took  place,  one  man,  with  his  wife  and  children, 
escaped  in  a  canoe ;  and  the  Indians  of  the  North  American 
lakes  bold,  that  the  father  of  all  their  tribes  being  warned 
in  a  dream  that  a  flood  was  coming,  built  a  raft,  on  which 
be  preserved  his  family,  and  p^rs  of  all  the  animals,  and 
which  drifted  about  for  many  months,  until  at  length  a 
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• 

new  earth  was  made  for  their  reception  by  the  **]ffighty 
Man  above." 

In  that  widely  extended  portion  of  the  Old  World  over 
which  Christianity  has  spread  in  its  three  great  types, — 
Greek,  Romish,  and  Protestant,  —  and  in  the  scarce  less 
extended  portion  occupied  by  the  followers  of  Mohammed, 
the  Scriptural  account  of  the  deluge,  or  the  imperfect 
reflection  of  it  borrowed  by  the  Koran,  has,  of  course, 
supplanted  the  old  traditions.  But  outside  these  regions 
we  find  the  traditions  existing  still.  One  of  the  sacred 
books  of  the  Parseos  (representatives  of  the  ancient  Per- 
sians) records,  that  "  the  world  having  been  corrupted  by 
Ahriman  the  Evil  One,  it  was  thought  necessary  to  bring 
over  it  a  universal  flood  of  waters,  that  all  impurity  might 
be  washed  away.  Accordingly  the  rain  came  down  in 
drops  as  large  as  the  head  of  a  bull,  until  the  earth  "was 
wholly  covered  with  water,  and  all  the  creatures  of  the 
Evil  One  perished.  And  then  the  flood  gradually  subsided, 
and  first  the  mountains,  and  next  the  plains,  appeared  once 
more."  In  the  Scandinavian  Edda,  between  whose  wild 
fables  and  those  of  the  sacred  books  of  the  Parsees  there 
has  been  a  resemblance  traced  by  accomplished  antiquaries 
such  as  Mallet,  the  tradition  of  the  deluge  takes  a  singularly 
monstrous  form.  On  the  death  of  the  great  giant  Ymir, 
whose  flesh  and  bones  form  the  rocks  and  soils  of  the 
earth,  and  who  was  slain  by  the  early  gods,  his  blood, 
which  now  constitutes  the  ocean,  rushed  so  copiously  out 
of  his  wounds,  that  all  the  old  race  of  the  lesser  giants,  his 
offspring,  were  dro>^Ticd  in  the  flood  which  it  occasioned, 
save  one ;  and  he,  by  escaping  on  board  his  bark  with  his 
wife,  outlived  the  deluge.  The  tradition  here  is  evidently 
allegorized,  but  it  is  by  no  means  lost  in  the  allegory. 

Sir  William  Jones,  perhaps  the  most  learned  and  aocom- 
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plisbed  man  of  his  age  (sach  at  least  was  the  estimate  of 
Johnson),  and  the  first  who  &irl7  opened  op  the  great 
storehouse  of  eastern  antiquities,  describes  the  tradition 
of  the  deluge  as  prevalent  also  in  the  vast  Chinese  empire, 
with  its  three  hundred  millions  of  people.  He  states  that 
it  was  there  believed  that,  just  ere  the  appearance  of  Fohi 
in  the  mountdns,  a  mighty  fiood,  which  first  "flonet' 
abundantly,  and  then  subsided,  covered  for  a  time  tliu 
whole  earth,  and  separated  the  higher  from  the  lower  age 
of  mankind."  The  Hindu  tradition,  as  related  by  Sir 
liVilliam,  though  disligared  by  stmnge  additions,  b  still 
more  explicit.  An  evil  demon  having  purloined  the  sacred 
books  from  Brahma,  the  whole  race  of  men  became  corrupt 
except  the  seven  Ki»hia,  and  in  especial  the  holy  Satyavrata, 
the  prince  of  a  maritime  region,  who,  when  one  day 
bathing  in  a  river,  was  visited  by  the  god  Vishnu  in  the 
shape  of  a  fish,  and  thus  addressed  by  him :  —  "In  seven 
days  all  creatures  who  have  offended  me  shall  be  destroyed 
by  a  deluge;  but  ttiou  shalt  be  secured  in  a  capiicioiiB 
vessel,  miraculously  formed.  Take,  therefore,  all  kinds  of 
medicinal  herbs,  and  esculent  grain  for  food,  and,  together 
with  the  seven  holy  men,  your  respective  wives,  and  pairs 
of  all  animals,  enter  the  ark  without  fear :  then  shalt  tlioa 
know  God  iiice  to  face,  and  all  thy  questions  shall  be 
answered."  The  god  .then  disappeared ;  and  after  seven 
days,  during  wliich  Sat)'3vrnta  had  conformed  in  alt  re- 
spects to  the  instructions  given  him,  the  ocean  began  to 
overflow  the  coasts,  and  the  earth  to  be  flooded  by  constant 
rains,  when  a  laigc  vessel  was  seen  coming  floating  shore- 
warda  on  the  rising  waters;  into  which  the  Prince  and  the 
seven  virtuous  Nishis  entered,  with  their  wives,  all  laden 
.  with  plants  and  grain,  and  accompanied  by  the  animals. 
During  the  deluge  Vishnu  preserved  the  ark  by  again 
taking  the  form  of  a  lieli,  and  tying  it  last  to  himself;  and 
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when  the  waters  liad  subsided,  he  conimuiiicated  the  con- 
tents of  the  sacred  books  to  the  holy  Satyavrata,  after 
first  slaying  the  demon  who  had  stolen  them.  It  is  added, 
however,  that  the  good  man  having,  on  one  occasion, long 
after,  by  "the  act  of  destiny,"  drunk  mead,  ho  became 
senseless,  and  lay  asleep  naked,  and  that  Charma,  one  of 
three  sons  who  had  been  bom  to  him,  finding  him  in  that 
sad  state,  called  on  his  two  brothers  to  witness  the  shame 
of  their  fiither,  and  said  to  them.  What  has  now  be&llen  ? 
In  what  state  is  this  our  sire  ?  But  by  the  two  brothers, 
—  more  dutiful  than  Charma, — he  was  hidden  with  clothes, 
and  recalled  to  his  senses ;  and,  having  recovered  his  intel- 
lect, and  perfectly  knowing  what  had  passed,  he  cursed 
Charma,  saying,  "Thou  shalt  be  a  servant  of  servants." 
It  would  be  difficult  certainly  to  produce  a  more  curious 
legend,  or  one  more  strikingly  illustrative  of  the  mixture 
of  truth  and  fable  which  must  ever  be  looked  for  in  that 
tradition  which  some  are  content  to  accept  even  in  religion 
as  a  trustworthy  guide.  In  ever  varying  tradition,  as  in 
those  difficult  problems  in  physical  science  which  have  to  be 
wrought  out  from  a  multitude  of  differing  observations,  it 
is,  if  I  may  so  express  myself,  the  mean  result  of  the  whole 
that  must  be  accepted  as  approximately  the  true  one.  And 
the  mean  result  of  those  dim  and  distorted  recollections  of 
the  various  tribes  of  men  which  rjefer  to  the  Flood  is  a 
result  which  bears  simply  to  this  effect,  —  that  in  some 
early  age  of  the  world  a  gi'cat  deluge  took  place,  in  which 
well  nigh  the  whole  human  family  was  destroyed. 

The  ancient  traditions  which  have  come  down  to  ub 
embalmed  in  classic  literature  form  but  a  small  portion  of 
what  seems  once  to  have  existed  in  the  wide  region  now 
overspread  by  Christianity  and  Mohammedanism.  A  second 
deluge,  more  fatal  to  at  least  the  productions  of  the  human 
mind  than  the  first  had  been,  overspread  the  earth  during 
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Tihat  are  kuown  as  the  Middle  Ages ;  and  so  signal  was  the 
wreck  which  it  occasioned,  that  of  seven  healhen  writei-s* 
whose  testimony  regarding  the  Flood  Joscphus  dtcs  as 
corroborative  of  his  own,  not  one  has  descended  in  Lis 
writings  to  these  later  times.  We  learn,  however,  fiom 
the  Jewish  historian,  that  one  of  their  nambcr,  Berosu^ 
was  a  Chaldean  ;  that  two  of  the  others,  Hicronj-mus  and 
Manetho,  were  Egyptians;  and  that  a  third,  ^'icolnus, 
whose  history  be  qnotca,  was  a  citizen  of  Damascus'. 
"There  la,"  said  this  latter  writer,  in  his  perished  history, 
"a  great  mountain  in  Armenia,  over  Mlnyns,  tailed  Baiis, 
upon  which  it  is  reported  that  many  who  fled  at  the  time 
of  the  deluge  were  saved ;  and  that  one  who  was  carried 
in  an  aik  came  on  shore  on  tha  top  of  it ;  and  tliat  the 
remuns  of  the  timber  were  a  great  while  preserved.  This 
might  be  the  man,"  added  this  forgotten  writer,  "  about 
whom  Mosoa,  the  legislator  of  the  Jews,  wrote."  The 
works  of  the  Chaldean,  Berosus,  have  long  eince  been  lost, 
all  save  a  few  extracts  preser^'ed  by  the  Pati'istic  wiiters. 
One  of  these,  however,  which  embodies  the  Chaldean  tra- 
dition of  the  Flood,  is  very  remarkable.  Like  the  Scandi- 
navian legend,  it  represents  the  antediluvians  as  giants,  all 
of  whom,  save  one,  became  exceedingly  impious  and  de- 
praved. "But  there  ivas  one  among  the  giants,"  says 
Berosus,  "that  reverenced  the  gods,  and  was  more  wise 
and  prudent  than  all  the  rest.  IDs  name  was  Koa;  ho 
dwelt  in  Syria,  with  his  three  sons,  Sem,  Japct,  Chem,  and 
their  M-ives,  the  great  Tidea,  Pandora,  Noela,  and  Noegla, 
Tills  man,  fearing  the  destruction  which,  he  foresaw  from 
the  stars,  would  come  to  pass,  began,  in  the  seventy-eightli 
year  before  the  Inundation,  to  bnild  a  ship  covered  like  an 
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ark.  Seventy-eight  years  from  the  time  he  began  to  build 
this  ship,  the  ocean  of  a  suddeft  broke  out,  and  all  the 
inland  seas  and  the  rivers  and  fountains  bursting  from 
beneath  (attended  by  the  most  violent  rains  from  heaven 
for  many  days),  overflowed  all  the  mountains ;  so  that'the 
whole  human  race  was  buried  in.  the  waters,  except  Noa 
and  his  family,  who  were  saved  by  means  of  the  ship, 
wliich,  being  lifted  up  by  the  waters,  rested  at  last  upon 
the  top  of  the  Gendyae  or  Mountain,  on  which,  it  is 
reported,  there  now  remaineth  some  part,  and  that  men 
take  away  the  bitumen  from  it,  and  make  use  of  it  by  way 
of  charm  or  expiation,  to  avoid  evil."  A  more  general 
Assyrian  tradition,  somewhat  different  in  its  details,  also 
survives.*  The  god  Chronus,  it  was  said,  appeared  in  a 
vision  to  Xisuthrus,  the  tenth  king  of  Babylon ;  and,  warn- 
ing him  that  on  a  certain  day  there  would  be  a  great  flood 
upon  the  earth,  by  which  mankind  would  be  destroyed,  he 
enjoined  him  to  build  a  vessel,  and  to  bring  into  it  his 
friends  and  relatives,  with  everything  necessary  to  sustain 
life,  and  all  the  various  animals,  birds,  and  quadrupeds. 
In  obedience  to  the  command,  the  king  built  a  vessel  about 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  length  and  half  a  mile  in 
breadth,  which  he  loaded  with  stores  and  the  different 
kinds  of  animals ;  and  into  which,  on  the  day  of  the  flood, 
he  himself  entered,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  children, 
and  all  his  friends.  The  flood  broke  out.  After,  however, 
accomplishing  its  work  of  destruction,  it  abated ;  and  the 
king  sent  out  birds  from  the  vessel,  which,  at  first  finding 
no  food  or  place  of  rest,  returned  to  him ;  but  which,  when, 
after  the  lapse  of  some  days,  he  sent  them  forth  again, 
came  back  to  him  with  their  feet  tinged  with  mud.  On  a 
third  trial  they  returned  no  more ;    upon  which,  judging 

♦  Sec  CoiyV  "Ancient  Fragments.' 
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tbat  the  sur&ce  of  the  earth  was  hud  ih-j-,  he  made  an 
opening  in  the  vessel,  aJb,  lootciog  forth,  louod  it  stranded 
on  a  monutain  of  the  land  of  Armenia. 

There  seems  to  criat  no  snch  definite  outline  of  the 
Egyptian  tradition  referred  to  by  Josephus  as  that  pre- 
served of  the  Chaldean  one.  Plato,  in  his  "  TimKus," 
makes  the  Egyptian  priest  whom  he  introdnces  as  dis- 
ooarsing  with  Solon,  to  attribute  that  clear  recollection 
of  a  remote  antiquity  which  snnived  in  Egypt,  to  its 
comparative  freedom  from  those  great  floods  which  had 
at  various  times  desolated  Greece,  and  destroyed  the 
memory  of  remote  events  by  the  destruction  of  the  peo- 
ple and  their  records ;  and  Bncon  liad  evidently  this 
passive  in  view  when  he  poetically  remarked,  in  his  mag- 
nificent essay  on  the  "Vicissitude  of  Things,"  that  "the 
great  winding  sheets  that  bury  all  things  in  oblivion  are 
two,  —  deluges  and  earthquakes;  from  which  two  destruc- 
tions is  to  be  noted,"  he  adds,  "  that  the  remnant  of  people 
that  happen  to  be  prcser\'cd  arc  commonly  ignorant  and 
mountainous  people,  that  can  give  no  account  of  the  time 
past."  Even  in  Egypt,  howeier,  the  recollection  of  the 
deluge  seems  to  have  ?univo(l,  though  it  lay  entangled 
amid  what  seem  to  be  symbolised  memories  of  unusual 
floodings  of  tlie  river  Nile,  "The  Noah  of  Egypt," .says 
Professor  Hitchcock,  in  his  singularly  ingenious  essay  (His- 
torical and  Geological  Deluges  Compared),  "  appears  to 
have  been  Ofaris.  Typhoii,  a  personification  of  the  ocean, 
enticed  him  into  an  ark,  which,  being  closed,  ho  was  foi-ced 
to  sea;  and  it  was  a  curious  fact,  that  he  embarked  on 
the  seventeenth  day  of  the  month  Athyr,  —  the  very  day, 
most  probably,  when  Noah  entered  the  ark."  The  classi 
cal  tradition  of  Greece,  as  if  the  events  whence  it  took  its 
rise  had  been  \-iewed  through  a  multiplying  glass,  appears 
to  have   been    increased    from    one  <o  many.      Plutarch 
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enumerates  no  fewer  than  five   great  floodA ;    and  Plato 
makes  his  Egyptian  priest  desciTbe  the  Greek  deluges  as 
oil  repeated  and  numerous.     There  was  the  flood  of  Deu- 
calion, the  flood  o.  Ogyges,  and  several  other  floods;  and 
no  little  time  and  learning  have  been  wasted  in  attempt- 
ing to  fix  then*  several  periods.    JSut,  lying  far  within  the 
mythologic  ages,  —  the  last  of  them  to  which  any  deter- 
mining circumstances  are  attached,   in  the  days  of  that 
Prometheus  wlio  stole  fire  from  heaven,  and  was  chained 
by  Jupiter  to  Mount  Caucasus, — it  appears  greatly  more 
probable  that   the  traditions  respectmg   them   should  be 
the  mere  repeated  and  re-repeated  echoes  of  one  signal 
event,  than  that  many  wide-spread  and  destructive  floods 
should  have  taken  place  in  the  obscure,  fabulous  ages  of 
Grecian   story,  while    not   one   sucli  flood   has   happened 
during  its  two  tnousaiul  five  hundred  years  of  authentic 
history.     Nor  is  it  difiicult  to  conceive  how  such  repeti- 
tions of  the  original   tradition  shoidd  have  taken   place. 
The  traditions  of  the  same  event  preserved  by  tribes  liv- 
ing in  even   the  same  tract  of   comitry  come  in   course 
of  time  considerably  to  difler   from  each  other   in  their 
adjuncts   and   circumstances;    those,  for   instance,  of  the 
various  tribes  of  the  Orinoco  do   so;    and   should  these 
tribes  come  to  be  fused  ultimately  into  one  nation,  noth- 
ing seems  more  probable  than  that  their  varying  editions, 
instead  of  being  also  fused  together,  should   remain  di»- 
tliict,   as  the   recollections  of  separate   and   independent 
I  ;r:istrophes.      And   thus   the  several  deluges  of  Grecian 
mylhology  may  in   reality  testify,  not   to  the  occurrence 
of  several  floods,  but  to  the  existence  merely  of  several 
independent  tribes,  among  whom  the  one  great  tradition 
has  been  so  altered  and  modified  ere  they  came  to  possess 
a  common   literature,  that  when  at   length   they  became 
'kilfiil  enough  to  piaoe  it  on  record,  it  appeared  to  them 


THE   SOACHIAS   DELUGE.  233 

not  as  one,  bdt  aa  many.  The  aduiirublu  reflection  of 
Humboldt  snggGSted  by  the  South  American  ti-uditions 
seems,  iDcidentally  at  least,  to  bear  out  this  view.  "Those 
ancient  traditions  of  the  human  race,"  he  says,  "which  n'c 
fiud  dispersed  over  the  whole  surface  of  tho  globe,  like  the 
relics  of  a  vast  shipwreck,  are  highly  interesting  in  thu  ■ 
philcsophical  study  of  our  own  species.  How  many  dil- 
(fercnt  tongues  belonging  to  branches  that  appear  totally 
distinct  transmit  to  i;s  the  same  iiicts!  Tlie  traditions 
concerning  races  that  have  been  destroyed,  and  the  re- 
newal of  nature,  scarcely  vary  in  reality,  though  every 
nation  gives  them  a  local  coloring.  In  tho  great  conti- 
nents, as  in  the  smallest  islnnds  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  it 
.is  always  on  the  loftitst  and  nearest  mountain  that  ihu 
remains  of  the  human  race  have  been  saved;  and  this 
event  appears  the  more  recent  in  proportion  as  tho  nations 
are  uncultivated,  and  as  the  knowledge  they  have  of  their 
own  existence  has  no  verj'  remote  d:ite."  And  it  seems  at 
least  not  improbable,  that  the  soveral  traditions  of  ap])ar- 
ently  sjKidal  deluges,  —  deluges  each  with  its  own  set  of 
<drcum stances,  and  from  which  the  progenitors  of  one 
nation  were  saved  on  a  liill-to]>,  those  of  another  on  a 
raft,  and  those  of  yet  another  in  an  ark  or  canoe,  and 
which  in  one  instance  destroyed  only  giants,  and  had  in 
another  the  loss  which  they  occasioned  rejKiired  by  date- 
stones,  and  in  yet  another  by  stones  of  the  earth, —  should 
come  to  be  regarded  among  a  people  composed  of  vaiioii-i 
tribes,  aud  bnt  little  accustomed  to  sift  the  evidence  on 
which  they  founded,  rather  as  all  diverse  narratives  of 
diverse  events,  than  as  in  reality  but  varied  accounts  of 
one  and  the  same  tremendous  catastrophe. 

Taking   it   for    granted,   then,  that    the   several  Greek 
tradltiooa  refer  to  but  one  great  event,  let  us  accept  that 
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which  records  wliat  ta  knonii  as  the  flood  of  Dencalion, 
aa  more  adequately  representative  of  the  general  type  of 
its  class,  especially  in  the  edition  g^ven  by  Lncian  (in  bii 
work  "De  Dca  Syria"),  than  any  of  the  others.  "The 
present  world,"  saj's  this  writer,  "is  peopled  from  the 
sons  of  Dencalion.  In  respect  to  the  former  brood,  they 
were  men  of  violence,  and  lawless  in  their  dealings ;  they 
regarded  not  oaths,  nor  obsen'cd  the  rites  of  hoti]Htalit\', 
nor  showed  mercy  to  those  who  sued  for  it.  On  this 
account  tliey  were  doomed  to  dc^it ruction ;  and  tor  this 
purpose  there  was  a  mighty  eruption  of  water  from  the 
eartli,  attended  with  heavy  showers  from  above,  so  that 
the  rivers  swelled  and  the  sea  overflowed,  till  the  whole 
earth  was  covered  with  a  flood,  and  all  flesh  drowned. 
Deucalion  alone  wns  prescr\od,  to  peojrie  the  world.  Tlib 
mercy  was  shown  him  on  account  of  his  justice  and  piety. 
Ilia  preservation  was  eflbctcd  in  this  manner: — He  put 
all  his  fiiniily,  both  his  sons  nuil  their  wives,  into  a  vast 
ark  which  he  had  provided,  and  he  then  went  into  it  Inm- 
self  At  tlie  B.imc  time,  animals  of  every  species,  —  boars^ 
horses,  lions,  serpents,  —  whatever  lived  ui>on  the  face  of 
the  earth,  —  followed  him  by  pail's;  all  which  ho  received 
hito  the  ark,  and  experienced  no  evil  from  thcni."  Such 
is  the  tradition  of  Dencalion,  as  presened  by  Lucian.  It 
is  added  by  his  contemporai-y  Plutarch,  that  "Dencalion, 
as  his  voyage  was  drawing  to  a  close,  sent  out  a  dove, 
which  coming  in  a  short  time  back  to  him,  indicated  that 
the  waters  still  covered  tlio  earth ;  but  which  on  a  second 
occasion  failed  to  return ;  or,  as  some  say,  returned  to 
him  with  mud-ntalned  feet,  and  thus  intimated  the  abate- 
ment of  the  flood."  .It  cannot,  I  thuik,  bo  rationaUy 
doubted  that  we  hai-o  in  this  ancient  legend  one  other 
tradition  of  ihfl  Xoacliian  Deluge.     Even  as  related  1^ 
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Oviil,  vitli  all  the  license  of  the  poet,  ve  find  in  it  tlie 
gi-cat  leading  traits  that  indicate  its  parenti^e.  I  quote 
irom  the  vigorous  translation  of  Dryden. 

"  Impetnoiu  rain  desMnda ; 
Nor  ftotn  his  patrimonial  lieavGa  aloae 
Is  JovG  concent  lo  pour  his  rcngeance  down; 
But  fiom  bis  brotli«r  of  Ihe  seas  he  craves 
To  help  him  w<Ch  anxlllnry  waves. 
Then  with  his  mace  Che  monarch  strack  Ihe  gronndi 
With  inward  trembling  cnrtli  received  tho  wound. 
And  rising  streams  a  ready  pnst^nge  found. 
Now  seas  and  earCh  were  in  confusion  losC, — 
A  world  or  waters,  and  witlioul  a  coust. 
A  mountain  of  tremendous  hclgiit  there  stands 
Betwixt  tho  Athenian  nnd  Bccotian  lands; 
Pamassua  is  its  name,  whose  fork}'  line 
Mounts  through  the  oIouiIa.  ond  males  the  lofty  sklet. 
High  on  the  snmmil  of  this  rluhioun  elilT. 
Dcncalion,  wafting,  moored  his  link-  sklfT: 
He,  with  his  wife,  were  only  led  behind 
Of  perished  man;  Ihey  tiro  were  human  kind: 
Tho  most  iipriglil  of  mortal  men  was  lie,— 
The  most  serene  and  holy  woman  she." 

Sach  are  some  of  ihe  traditions  of  that  great  catastrophe 
whicb  overtook  the  hniiian  tliniity  in  its  infancy,  and  made 
•o  deep  an  impression  oti  the  memories  of  the  few  awe- 
stmclc  SDrvivors,  that  the  race  never  forgot  it.  Ere  the 
dispenal  of  the  femily  it  would  have  of  course  existed  as 
but  one  unique  recollection,  —  a  single  reflection  on  the 
&ce  of  an  imbroken  mirror.  But  the  mirror  has  since 
been  shattered  into  a  thousand  pieces ;  and  we  now  find 
the  object,  originally  but  one,  pictured  in  each  broken 
iragment,  with  varions  degrees  of  distinctness,  according 
to  the  various  degrees  of  injury  received  by  the  reflecting 
mediiun.  J*icture,  too,  scarce  loss  certainly  than  language 
Spoken  and  written,  testifies  to   tho  wide   extent  of  the 
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trailition.  Ita  sjinboh  are  found  stamped  on  coitia  of  dd 
classical  Greece  ;  they  have  been  traced  aiuid  the  ancient 
liicroglypliics  of  £^'pt,  recognized  in  the  scalptnred  caret 
of  Hindustan,  and  detected  even  in  the  fax  irest,  among 
the  picture  writings  of  Mexico,  The  several  glyphic  rep- 
resentatives of  the  tradition  bear,  like  its  various  written 
or  oral  editions,  a  considerable  resemblance  to  each  othec 
Even  in  the  rude  paintings  of  the  old  Mexican,  the  same 
leading  idea  may  be  traced  as  in  the  classic  sculpture  of 
the  Grceli.  On  wliat  is  known  to  antiquaries  as  the  Apa- 
tmcan  nicdal,  struck  durin;:;  the  reign  of  Philip  the  elder, 
we  find  the  familiar  name  of  Koe  inscribed  on  a  floating 


chest  or  ark,  within  which  a  man  and  woman  are  seen 
seated,  and  to  which  a  bird  on  the  wing  is  represented  as 
bearing  a  branch.*    And  in  an  ancient  Mexican  punting, 

•  A.I  WB«  rommon  In  Bililo  illustrollons  pnbliEhed  In  onr  own  eonotiy  a 
ccntitry  and  a  linir  ngo,  (he  old  Greek  aniit  fans  Imroiluccd  Into  liis  med*] 
two  pointi  of  tinw.  Two  of  llic  tlBures  reprcicnl  ffbe  nn<I  Ills  wilt  quit- 
ting thu  nrk;  while  lUo  Otiicr  two  cxiilbic  tlicm  bs  >co ted  within  it.  An 
Eiiffllah  print  of  tlic  dcnth  of  Abel,  now  before  me.  which  dalpi  a  little 
nf  «r  the  limes  of  the  Ilpvolntlon.  Rhown,  on  the  name  principle,  the  two 
bro;bet»,  n'prcscnicd  liyfour  flgnrcs,— two  of  thceo  qufcily  offering  np 
their  rcspectlvQ  sacriflecB  in  ilio  backgroimd,  and  the  other  two  gtappUng 
In  deadly  watfarc  i:i  front. 
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figured  by  Iluinboldt,  "the  man  and  woman  wlio  sun  ivci] 
tbe  age  of  water"  are  shown  similarly  inclosed  in  a  lent- 
tnftcd  box,  or  hollow  trunk  of  a  tree;  wliile  a  gigantic 
female, — Matalcueje,  the  goddess  of  water,  —  is  seen  jiom- 
ing  down  her  floods  around  them,  and  upon  an  over- 
whelmed human  figure,  representative  apparently  of  the 
victims  of  the  catastrophe.  All  is  classical  in  the  forms 
of*  the  one  representation,  and  uncouth  in  those  of  the 
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Other.  They  bear  the  same  sort  of  artutic  relation  to 
each  other  that  the  rude  Tamanac  tradition  bears,  in  a 
literary  point  of  view,  to  the  well  constructed  story  and 
elegant  verse  of  Ovid ;  but  they  are  charged  apparently 
with  the  same  meaning,  and  shadow  forth  the  same  event. 

The  tradition  of  the  Flood  may,  I  repeat,  he  properly 
regarded  aa  universal;  seeing  there  is  scarce  any  consid- 
erable  race  of  man  among  which,  in  some  of  its  many 
forms,  it  is  not  to  be  found.  Now,  it  has  been  argued 
by  some  of  the  older  theologians,  with  a-not  very  cogent 
logic,  that  the  universaUty  of  the  tradition  establishes  the 
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universality  of  the  Flood,  —  that  inhere  the  tradition  ia  to 
be  found,  the  Flood  must  liave  been; — an  argument  which 
would  linvG  force  if  it  could  also  be  shown  that  each  tribe 
had  had  its  own  Noah,  saved  by  ark,  raft,  or  canoe,  or  on 
some  tall  mountain  summit,  in  the  re^on  in  which  hii 
descendants  continued  to  reside ;  but  of  no  force  whaterer 
if  tlic  Noah  of  the  race  was  but  one,  and  if  the  Boene  of 
his  danger  and  deliverance  was  restricted,  as  of  necessity  , 
it  must  hove  been  in  that  case,  to  a  single  locality.  Fur- 
ther, if^  as  we  believe,  there  was  but  one  Noah,  —  ifj 
according  to  the  Scriptural  account,  condensed  into  a  wn- 
gle  sentence  by  the  Apostle,  only  "  eight  souls"  were  saved 
in  the  great  catastrophe  of  the  race,  —  there  could  have 
existed  no  human  testimony  to  determine  whether  the 
exterminating  deluge  that  occasioned  their  destruction  was 
.t  univeraal  deluge,  or  merely  a  partial  one.  It  could  not 
be  known  by  men  shut  up  in  an  ark,  nor  even  though  from 
a  mast  top  they  could  have  swept  the  horizon  with  a  tele- 
scope, whether  the  waters  that  spread  out  on  every  side  of 
them,  covering  the  old  familiar  mountains,  and  occupying 
the  entii-e  range  of  their  vision,  extended  all  around  the 
globe,  <)r  found  their  limits  some  eight  or  ten  hundred 
miles  a-.ray.  The  point  is  one  respecting  which,  aa  cer- 
tainly as  respecting  the  creation  of  tlie  world  itself^  or  of 
the  world's  inhabitants,  there  could  have  existed  no  bomin 
icitneag-hearing :  contemporary  man,  left  to  the  anasiisted 
cviilcnce  of  his  senses,  rmiBt  of  ncceswty  have  beeo  igno- 
rant of  the  extent  of  the  deluge.  True,  what  man  oonld 
never  h.ive  known  of  himself^  God  conid  have  told  him, 
and  in  many  cases  haa  told  him;  but  then,  God'a  rerds- 
tions  have  in  most  instances  been  made  to  effect  excIosTdy 
moral  pui-poses ;  and  we  know  that  those  who  have  peril- 
ously hfld  that,  along  with  the  mornl  facts,  definite  jAysi- 
cai  fects,  geographic.  E^ologic,  or  astronomical,  liji'l  alw 
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been  inipart<>d,  have  almost  invambly  found  ilicmsclica 
involved  in  monstrous  error.  And  in  this  matter  of  the 
Flood,  though  it  be  a  fact  of  great  moral  significancy  that 
God  in  an  early  period  of  the  human  history  destroyed  the 
whole  race  for  their  wickedness,  —  all  save  one  jiist  maii 
and  his  fiimily,  —  it  is  not  in  the  least  a  matter  of  moral 
w'gnificancy  whether  or  no  the  deluge  by  which  the  judir- 
ment  was  effected  covered  not  only  the  parts  of  the  eaitli 
occupied  by  man  at  the  time,  but  extended  also  to  Term 
del  Faego,  TahiU,  and  the  Falkland  Islands.  In  fine, 
though  the  question  whether  the  !Noac-hian  deluge  was 
universal,  or  merely  partial,  is  an  interesting  question  in 
phyMcs,  it  is  in  no  higher  degree  a  moral  one  than  those 
questions  which  relate  to  the  right  figure  or  age  of  the 
earth,  or  to  the  true  motions  of  the  heavenly  bodies.  And 
it  will  be  found  that  the  only  passages  in  Scripture  which 
refer  to  this  strictly  physical  subject,  instead  of  determin- 
ing the  geographic  extent  of  the  Flood,  serve  only  to  nuso 
&  question  regarding  their  own  extent  of  meaning. 

It  is  known  to  all  Btiiclents  of  the  sacred  ivTitings,  that 
there  is  a  numerous  class  of  passages  in  both  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments  in  which,  by  a  sort  of  metonymy  common 
in  the  East,  a  considerable  part  is  spokeu  of  as  the  whole, 
thoTigh  in  reality  often  greatly  less  than  a  moiety  of  the 
whole.  Of  this  class  are  the  passages  in  which  it  is  said, 
that  on  the  day  of  Pentecost  there  were  Jews  assembled 
at  Jerusalem  "oat  of  every  nation  vnder  fieaveti;"  "that 
the  gospel  was  preached  to  evert/  creature  under  heaven;" 
that  the  Queen  of  Sheba  came  to  hear  the  wisdom  of 
Solomon  from  the  "uttermost  parts  of  the  earth;"  that 
God  put  the  dread  and  fear  of  the  children  of  Israel  npon 
the  nations  that  were  "under  the  whole  heaven;"  and 
that  "all  countries  came  into  Egypt  to  Joseph  to  boy 
com."    And  of  course  the  univeTsally  admitted  existence 
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of  Biich  n  cluas  of  passages,  in  which  words  are  not  to  b 
accepted  in  tlicir  rigidly  literal  meanings,  hal  with  certni 
great  modifications,  renders  tlie  task  of  determining  an 
distinguishing  siicli  ])assages.  from  others  in  which  Ih 
meaning  is  definite  and  strict,  not  only  legitimate,  but  ali 
laudable;  and  juatifica  us  in  inquiring  whether  those  pa: 
sages  descriptive  of  the  Flood  or  its  effects,  in  which  it 
naid  that  the  "  waters  prevailed  exceedingly  on  the  eartli, 
so  that  "nfl  the  high  hilla  that  were  under  tfie  w/«ii 
fieavena  were  covered,"  or  that  "  all  flesh  died  that  move 
upon  the  earth,"  belong  to  their  number  or  no.  There  ar 
some  instances  in  wliich  the  Scriptures  thcmselveB  rcvei 
the  character  and  limit  the  meaning  of  the  metonpni 
passages.  They  doso  with  respect  to  the  passage  alread 
quoted  regarding  the  strangur  Jews  assembled  in  Jerus: 
]em  at  the  Pentecostal  feast, — "out  of  e\'ery  nation  unde 
heaven."  For  further  on  we  read  that  these  Jews  ha 
come  from  but  the  various  countries  extending  aronD< 
Jndea,  as  for  as  It.ily  on  the  one  liand,  and  the  Persia 
Gulf  on  the  other;  —  an  .irea  large,  indeed,  but  scare 
equal  to  a  one  fiftieth  part  of  the  earth's  surface.  But  tber 
is  no  such  cxplanaiion  given  to  limit  or  restrict  most  of  th 
other  passages ;  the  modifying  element  must  be  sought  fo 
outside  the  sacred  vohinio,  —  in  ancient  history  or  ancien 
geography.  The  reader  must,  for  instance,  acquaint  hiir 
self  with  the  progress  of  discovery  in  early  ages,  or  ih 
boundaries  of  the  Uomau  Empire  under  the  first  Ceesan 
ere  he  can  foi-m  a  probable  conjecture  regarding  the  exten 
of  tlmt  "  all  the  earth  "  which  sought  the  ]}reaence  of  Sok 
mon,  or  a  correct  estimate  respecting  the  limits  of  ths 
"all  the  world  "  which  Caesar  Augustus  could  have  taxct 
And  to  this  last  cinsa,  which  fiu!  to  explain  themselves,  th 
passa<res  rcppectinff  the  Flood  evidently  belong.  Like  th 
pas'iagr'-i  ciU'd,  and,  with  these,  almost   all   the   testa   o 
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Scriptnre  in  which  questions  of  phj-sk-al  science  are  in- 
Tolved,  the  limiting,  modifying,  cxpldning  fiicts  and  cir- 
cumstances must  be  sought  for  in  thnt  outside  region  of 
secular  reseiirch,  historic  and  scientific,  from  which  of  late 
years  so  much  valuable  biblical  illustration  has  been  de- 
rived, and  with  which  it  is  so  imperatively  the  duty  of  the 
Church  to  keep  up  an  acquaintance  at  least  as  close  and 
iutiinate  as  that  maintained  with  it  by  her  gainsayers  and 
assailants. 

That  the  Noaclilan  deluge  might  have  been  but  liartial, 
not  (miversal,  was  held,  let  mc  here  remark,  by  distin- 
guished theologians  in  our  own  countrj',  at  least  as  early  as 
the  seventeenth  century.  It  was  held,  for  instance,  by  the 
learned  biblical  commentator,  old  M.itthew  Poole,  whom  wc 
find  sayuig,  in  his  Synojisis  on  Genesis,  that  "it  is  not  to 
be  supposed  that  the  entire  globe  of  the  eaith  was  covered 
with  water;"  for  "whore,"  he  adds,  "was  the  need  of 
ove^^v helming  those  regions  in  which  there  were  no  human 
beings?"  It  was  lield  also  by  that  distinguished  Protes- 
tant churchman  of  the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  Bishop  Stilling- 
fleet,  whom  Principal  Cunningham  of  Edinburgh  well 
describes,  in  his  elaborate  edition  of  the  Bishop's  work, 
*'The  Doctrines  and  Practices  of  the  Church  of  Rome,"  as 
a  di^■inc  of  "great  talents  and  prodigious  learning."  "I 
cannot  see,"  says  the  Bishop,  in  his  "Origines  Sacra,"  "any 
urgent  necessity  from  the  Scriptures  to  assert  that  the 
Flood  did  spread  over  all  the  surfece  of  the  earth.  That 
all  mankind,  those  in  the  ark  excepted,  were  destroyed  by 
it,  is  most  certain,  according  to  the  Scriptures.  The  Flood 
was  universal  as  to  mankind ;  but  from  thence  follows  no 
necessity  at  all  of  asserting  the  universality  of  it  as  to  the 
globe  of  the  earth,  unless  it  be  sufliciently  proved  that  the 
whole  earth  was  peopled  before  the  Flood,  which  I  desp^r 
of  ever  seeing  proved."     It  was  not,  however,  until  the 
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comparntivdy  recent  tiinca  in  which  the  belief  cntcrtaimil 
by  Poolo  and  Stilliiigfleel  was  adopted  and  eiilbrctil  by 
.writers  such  as  I)r.  Pye  Smith,  and  Professor  Hitchcock 
of  the  United  States,  thut  tliere  was  any  show  of  argniueiit 
displayed  agaitiRt  the  theory  of  a  i)artial  dchige  which 
would  now  bo  deemed  worthy  of  consideralion.  And 
tlicse  modern  objections  may  be  found  ingeniously  arrayed 
by  the  iato  IJr.  John  Kitto,  in  his  "Daily  Bible  IHiis- 
tratioriif,"  publbhcd  only  six  years  ago  (in  1850),  and  by 
the  learned  Dr.  William  Hamilton  of  Mobile,  in  his  "FnBn.l 
of  Moses,"  piiblisliL'd  in  1S52.  Both  thL-iso  wiiters,  how- 
over,  virtually  agn*  with  their  opi)onenU  in  holding  th:il 
the  strict  meaning  of  the  terms  employed  Iiy  Moses  in 
duscribing  the  deluge  is  to  be  detcnnincd  on  consi<l' 
crationa  apart  from  the  mere  philological  ones.  AHet 
marshalling  his  objections  to  the  theory  of  a  local  flood. 
Dr.  Kitto  goes  on  to  say,  "Wo  yield  our  judgment  tc 
what  appears  to  us  the  force  uf  these  ortftmicnta  as  to  the 
meanlinj  of  Scriptiiro;"  and  we  find  Dr.  ILmiilton  pre 
facing  bin  objections  as  follows: — "Were  the  mere  uni 
versatity  of  some  of  the  terms  employed  in  the  Mosaic 
narrative  the  mle  gronnd  of  objection  to  the  hypothesis  ot 
n  local  imnidation  only  in  the  days  of  Xuah,  that  hj'pothe' 
sis  might  j)erhaiw  he  deemed  admissible.  But  there  are,'' 
lie  adds,  "  other  and  more  serious  difficulties  attending  it." 
Let  lis,  then,  briefly  exatnino  these  supposed  difficulties  and 
objections;  and  as  Ihoy  have  been  better  and  more  amply 
Mated  by  Dr.  Kilto  than  by  any  other  wi-iter  with  whom  1 
am  acinniuted,  —  for  Dr.  Hamilton  takes  up  rnlhcr  the 
argnmciits  in  favor  of  a  universal,  than  the  objections 
against  anuTely  partial  flood, — lot  us  take  them  as  they 
occur  in  liis  writings,  especially  in  the  excellent  work  now 
before  me, — his  "Daily  Bible  Illustrations."  It  will  scarce 
be  suspected  that  such  an  accomplished  writer,  who  did  ao 
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much  for  Biblical  Blaatration,  and  wbose  aOmirable  Pic- 
torial Bible  formed,  with  bat  four  norks  more,  what 
Chalmers  used  to  term  with  peculiar  emphasis  his  "  Biblical 
Library,"  •  would  do  injustice  to  any  cause,  or  any  line  of 
ar^ment  which  he  adopted,  if  it  was  in  reality  a  good  and 
sound  one. 

It  may  be  well,  however,  not  to  test  too  rigidly  the 
value  of  the  remark,  —  meant  to  be  at  least  of  the  nature 
of  argument,  —  when  we  find  him  saying  that  "a  plain 
man  sitting  down  to  read  tfac  Scripture  acconnt  of  the 
deluge  would  have  no  doubt  of  its  universality."  Perhaps 
not.  But  it  is  at  least  equally  certain,  that  pliun  men  who 
Mt  themselves  to  deduce  from  Scripture  the  figure  of  the 
planet  we  inhabit  had  as  little  doubt,  until  corrected  by  the 
geographer,  that  the  earth  was  a  groat  plane,  —  not  a 
sphere;  that  plain  men  who  set  thomselves  to  acquire  from 
Scripture  some  notion  of  the  planetary  nialions  had  no 
doubt,  in  the  same  way,  until  corrected  by  the  astronomer, 
that  it  was  the  earth  that  rested,  and  the  Run  that  moved 
round  it ;  and  that  plain  men  wlio  liave  sought  to  deter- 
mine from  Scripture  the  age  of  the  earth  have  had  no 
doubt,  until  corrected  by  the  geologist,  that  it  was  at  most 
not  mnch  more  than  six  tliousand  years  old.  In  fine,  when 
plain  men,  who,  accordmg  to  Cowper,  "know,  and  know 
no  more,  their  Bible  true,"  have  in  perhaps  every  instance 
learned  from  it  what  it  was  in  reality  intended  to  terich,  — 

•  "  In  preparing  ihe  '  Homo  Blbllcie  Qnolidinnre,'  he  [I>r.  Chatlmcn'l 
bad  l>eiifde  him,  tor  use  and  rei^rence,  the  Conoordsnce,  the  Piciorial 
Bible,  Poole's  Synopsis,  Henry's  Commenloiy,  and  Robertson's  Resenitbcs 
In  Palceline.  These  constimted  what  ho  called  bis  Biblical  Llbrniy. 
'There.'  said  he  )□  a  friend,  pointing,  as  he  spoke,  to  the  above  named 
volomeB  as  they  lay  togetlier  on  hia  library  table,  with  a  TOlnme  of  the 
'Qnotldiann,'  in  which  he  had  Just  t>ecn  writing,  lying  open  beside  (hero, 
— '  these  ate  iho  Ixioks  I  nse :  atl  that  is  Biblical  it  Omk.'  "  —Dr.  ifonna's 
Prrfaot  fa  "Daily  ScriiHuTe  Itai4inat." 
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the  way  of  salvation,  — it  seems  scarce  less  certain,  that  in 
every  instance  in  which  they  have  sought  to  deduce  from 
it  what  it  was  9iot  intended  to  tea£h, — the  truths  of  physi- 
cal science,  —  they  have  fallen  into  extravagant  error. 
And  as  any  question  which,  bearing,  not  on  the  punitory 
extent  and  ethical  consequences  of  the  llood,  but  merely 
on  its  geographic  limits  and  natural  effects,  is  not  a  moral, 
but  a  purely  physical  question,  it  would  be  but  a  feir  pre- 
sumption, founded  on  the  almost  invariable  exjxjrience  of 
ages,  that  the  deductions  from  Scripture  of  the  "plain 
men  "  regarding  it  would  be,  not  true,  but  false  deductions. 
Of  apparently  not  more  real  weight  and  importance  is  the 
doctor's  further  remark,  that  there  seems,  after  all,  to  be  a 
marked  difference  between  the  terms  in  which  the  univer- 
sality of  the  deluge  is  spoken  of,  and  the  terms  employed 
in  those  admittedly  metonymic  passages  in  which  the  whole 
is  substituted  for  a  part.  "What  limitation,"  he  asks, 
"can  we  assign  to  such  a  phrase  as  this:  —  *all  the  high 
hills  that  were  under  the  whole  hpl^.vexs  were  covered  ? ' 
If  here  the  phrase  had  been,  *  upon  the  face  of  the  whole 
earth,'  we  should  have  been  told  that  'the  whole  earth' 
had  sometimes  the  meaning  of  *the  w^hole  land;'  but,  as 
if  designedly  to  obviate  such  a  limitation  of  meaning,  we 
have  here  the  largest  phrase  of  universality  which  the 
language  of  man  affords, — 'under  the  whole  heavens!'" 
So  far  Dr.  Kitto.  But  his  argument  seems  to  be  not  more 
valuable  in  this  case  than  in  the  other.  It  was  upon  the 
nations  that  were  "under  the  whole  heavens"  that 
Deity  represented  himself  as  putting  the  fear  and  dread  of 
the  children  of  Israel ;  but  he  would  be  certainly  a  very 
"plain  man"  who  would  infer  from  the  universality  of  a 
passage  so  evidently  metonymic,  that  that  fear  extended  to 
the  people  of  Japan  on  the  one  hand,  or  to  the  Red  Indmns 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains  on  the  other.    The  phrase  "  under 
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the  whole  heare7)s"  suenis  to  be  but  coextensive  in  iritnii- 
ing  with  tliejihrase  "upon  tlie  face  of  the  whole  eailb." 
The  "  wlioic  eiiilh  "  ia  evidently  tiiiitainoimt  to  the  wbole 
terrestrial  floor,  —  the  "whole  heavens,"  to  the  whole 
celeiitial  roof  that  arches  over  it;  and  on  what  iirin(i)>lo 
the  whole  terrestrial  floor  is  to  be  dceineil  less  extensive 
tlian  the  floor  under  the  whole  eelestiiil  ro(jt',  reully  dues 
not  appear,  Fiirtlier,  nothing  ean  be  nioie  certiiiii  than 
that  both  the  phrases  contrasted  by  Dr.  Kitto  iire  eqnally 
employed  in  the  nietonyniie  liinn. 

When,  however,  the  doctor  jiassos  to  jiisiuncut  based 
iijmn  natural  science,  we  fiiid  what  he  adduce  wortliy  ot' 
our  attention,  were  it  but  ibr  the  iiKjniincH  which  it  »ig- 
gesls.  "  It'  the  deluge  were  but  local,"  wo  (ind  him  saying, 
"  wiiat  nas  the  need  of  taking  J/rt/s  into  tlio  ark ;  and 
among  them  bird-)  bo  widely  diffused  as  the  raven  and  the 
dove?  A  deluge  which  could  ovcrs|>read  Ihe  region  which 
theiio  birds  inhabit  could  hardly  have  been  less  than  uni- 
versal. If  the  deluge  were  local,  and  all  the  birds  of  these 
kinds  in  that  district  peiislicd,  ^ — though  we  should  think 
they  might  have  fled  to  the  nntnundated  regions, — U 
would  have  been  nseless  to  encundier  the  ark  with  tlieni, 
seeing  that  the  birds  of  the  same  species  wWcli  snrviveil 
in  the  lands  not  overflowed  would  si>eedily  replenish  the 
inundated  tract  as  soon  as  the  waters  subsided."  It  wUI 
be  foand  that  the  reasoning  here  ia  mainly  based  u])on  an 
error  in  natural  science,  into  which  even  naturalists  of  the 
last  century,  such  as  Buffbn,  not  unfrequently  fell,  and 
which  was  almost  iniiversal  among  the  earlier  voyagers 
and  travellers, —  the  error  of  confounding  as  identical  the 
merely  allied  birds  and  beasts  of  distant  countries,  and  of 
thus  assigning  to  species  wide  areas  in  creation  which  in 
reality  they  do  not  occupy.  The  grouse,  for  instance,  is  a 
widely  spread  gcmis,  or  leather  /amily;  for  it  consists  of 
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more  genera  than  one.  It  is  so  extensively  present  over 
the  northern  liemisphere,  that  Siberia,  Norway,  Iceland, 
and  North  America,  have  all  their  grouse,  —  the  latter 
contnient,  indeed,  from  five  to  eight  different  kinds;  and 
yet  so  restricted  are  some  of  the  species  of  which  they 
consist,  that,  were  the  British  islands  to  be  submerged,  one 
of  the  best  known  of  the  family, —  the  red  grouse,  or  moor- 
fowl  {Lagopus  Scoticiis)^  —  would  disappear  from  creation. 
This  bird,  which,  rated  at  its  money  value,  is  one  of  the 
most  important  in  Europe,  —  for  the  barren  moors  which 
it  frequents  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland  alone  are  let 
every  season  almost  entirely  for  its  sake  for  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  pounds, — is  exclusively  a  British  bird;  and, 
ludess  bv  miracle  a  now  mi<;ratorv  instinct  were  ffiven  to 
It,  a  complete  submersion  of  the  British  islands  would 
secure  its  destruction.  If  the  subniercconce  amounted  to 
but  a  few  hundred  miles  in  lateral  extent,  the  moor-tbwl 
would  to  a  certainty  not  seek  the  distant  uninundated  land. 
Nor  is  it  at  all  to  be  inferred,  that  in  a  merely  local  but 
wide  spread  deluge,  birds  occupvinu:  a  more  extensive  area 
than  that  overspread  by  the  Flood  would,  aceordhig  to 
Dv.  Kitto,  "  spc(?dily  replenish  the  inundated  tract  as  soon 
as  the  waters  had  subsided."  The  statement  must  have 
been  haziinlod  in  ignorance  of  the  peculiar  habits  of  many 
of  the  non-migratory  birds.  Up  till  about'  the  middle  of 
the  liist  century,  the  cai)ercailzie,  or  great  cock  of  the 
woods,  was  a  native  of  Scotland.  It  w^as  exterminated, 
however,  al>out  the  time  of  the  last  Rebellion,  or  not  long 
after:  the  last  specimen  seen  among  the  pine  forests  of 
Strathspey  was  killed,  it  is  said,  in  the  year  1745:  the  last 
specimen  seen  among  the  woods  of  Strathglass  survived  till 
the  year  1700.  Pennant  relates  that  he  saw  in  1769  a 
apecimen,  probably  a  stuffed  one,  that  had  been  killed 
shortly  before  in  the  nei^jchborh.ood  of  Inverness.    But  from 
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at  Icojil  that  iliin;  the  species  disappeared  from  the  British 
islands;  and,  though  it  continued  to  exist  in  Norway,  did 
not  "replenish  the  tracts  from  which  it  liad  been  «xtirpated." 
The  late  Mai-qnis  of  Breadalbanc  was  at  no  small  co!>t  and 
trouble  in  re-introducing  the  species,  and  to  some  extent 
he  succeeded ;  but  the  capercailzie  is,  I  understand,  still 
restricted  to  the  Brcadalbane  woods,  I  have  seen  the 
golden  eagle  annihilated  as  a  species  in  more  than  one 
district  of  the  north  of  Scotland ;  nor,  though  it  still  exists 
in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  is  comparatively  com- 
moa  among  the  mountains  of  Konvay,  have  I  known  it  in 
any  instance  to  aprea^.  anew  over  the  tracts  from  which  it 
had  been  extirpated.  So  much  for  the  general  reasonings 
of  Dr.  Kitto,  Further,  we  find  bim  stating,  that  a  dehige 
which  could  overspread  the  region  inhabited  by  liiids  so 
widely  diffused  as  the  raven  and  the  dove,  cotild  hardly 
have  been  less  than  universal.  The  doctor,  howevei',  ought 
to  have  known  that  the  doi'e  is  a  family,  not  a  species.  Ail 
the  American  species  of  doves,  for  example,  differ  fi-om  the 
six  European  species,  three  of  wliich  are  to  be  found  in  Scot- 
land, Of  even  the  American  jKisscnger  pigeons  {Ect'ijmtet 
miffratoria),  which  occur  in  such  numbers  in  their  native 
country  as  actually  to  cc!ii>se,  duruig  their  migratory  flights, 
the  light  of  day,  only  a  single  straggler,  —  the  one  whoso 
chance  visit  has  been  recorded  by  Dr.  Fleming,  —  seems  to 
have  been  ever  seen  in  Britiun.  And  the  East  has  also  its 
own  peculiar  species,  unknown  to  Europe.  The  golden- 
green  pigeons  and  the  great  crowned  pigeons  of  the  Indian 
isles  are  never  seen  in  northern  and  western  latitudes,  save 
in  staffed  specimens  in  a  museum.  The  Vinago  pigeons, 
with  their  vividly  bright  plumes,  though  they  exist  in 
several  species,  are  all  restricted  to  the  woods  of  the  torrid 
zone.  Even  the  collared  dove  of  Africa  and  the  Levant 
rarely  visits,  and  then  only  as  a  straggler,  the  western 
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and  northern  parts  of  Europe.  Tlic  bluc-eappcd  turteluu 
pigeon  is  restricted,  as  a  species,  to  the  island  of  Celebes 
the  blue  and  green  turteline  pigeon  is  a  native  of  Nc\i 
Guinea ;  the  Cape  turtle  occurs  in  but  the  southern  parti 
of  Africa ;  the  Nicobar  ground  pigeon  in  but  the  ludiat 
Archipelago;  the  magnificent  fruit  pigeon  in  the  easten 
paits  of  Australia;  and  the  crowned  goura  pigeon,  the 
giant  of  its  family,  in  the  Molucca  Islands.  No  single 
species  of  dove  seems  to  be  so  widely  spread  but  that  it 
might  be  exterminated  in  a  merely  i)artial  deluge ;  and  of 
course  conjecture  may  in  vain  weary  itself  in  striving  tc 
determine  what  that  particular  species  was  which  Noali 
sent  forth  as  a  messcnccer  from  the  ark,  or  in  inquirui^ 
what  was  the  extent  of  tlie  area  wliich  it  occupied  ?  The 
common  raven  is  more  widely  spread  than  any  single 
species  of  pigeon.  Even  the  raven,  however,  seems  re 
stricted  to  the  northern  hemisphere.  India  and  Southerr 
Africa  have  both  their  ravens ;  but  the  s])ecies  differ  from 
each  other,  and  from  the  widely  spread  northern  one.  It 
is  a  question  whether  even  the  pied  raven  of  the  Faroe 
Isles  be  not  a  distinct  bird  from  the  black  raven  of  our  owr 
j  country :  if  not  an  independent  species,  it  is  at  least  a  ver\ 

*  ■  remarkable  variety.  Further,  when  extirpated  in  a  dis^ 
trict,  it  is  found  that,  as  in  the  case  of  the  capercailzie  and 
the  golden  eagle,  the  neighboruig  regions  in  which  the 
raven  continues  to  exist  fail  for  ages  to  furnish  a  fresh 
supply.  Tliere  are  counties  in  England  in  which  the  raven 
is  now  never  seen ;  and  I  am  acquainted  with  a  district  in 
the  north  of  Scotland  from  which,  when  a  pair  tliat  weix! 

•  known  to  breed  for  more  than  a  c(»nturv  in  a  tall  cliff  were 
'I  '  destroyed  by  the  fowler,  the  species  disappeared.*    Sucli, 

!l 
ji  - 

4  ■  •  The  raven  is  said  to  live  for  more  than  a  hundrpfl  years.    I  am,  how- 

ever, not  prepared  to  say  that  it  was  the  same  pair  of  birds  that  used. 
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when  cxamioed,  are  theaiguraenrs  drawn  by  Dr.  Kilto 
from  natural  science ;  nor  is  he  in  any  degree  lia|>])ier  wlien 
he  resorts  to  argnmcnta  more  restrictedly  physical.  "  If^" 
we  find  him  saying,  "the  waters  of  the  Deluge  rose  fitteeu 
cubits  above  all  the  mountMns  of  the  countries  which  the 
raven  and  the  dove  inhabit,  the  level  must  have  bee7i  high 
enough  to  give  univertaiity  to  the  Dehige."  The  only  point 
here  not  already  dealt  with,  —  for  I  have  just  shown  that 
cert:un  species  of  the  dove  and  the  raven  might  haic  of 
necessity  been  inmates  of  the  ark,  though  the  Flood  had 
been  only  a  partial  one,  —  is  that  which  refers  to  the  s^ll^ 
mergence  of  the  hills  over  at  least  an  extensive  tract,  and 
to  the  inference,  evident  in  the  jiasaage,  that  if  lofty  nioim- 
tahis  were  covered  in  one  portion  of  the  globe,  mountains 
of  Mmilar  altitude  must  have  been  equally  covered  in  ei  ei-y 
other  portion  of  it. 

Tlie  inference  heie  seems  to  be  founded  on  a  common 
but  altogether  jiiiKtak  en  view  of  sonic  of  the  grandest  opeia- 
tions  of  nature  with  which  modern  science  has  brought  us 
acqumnted.  It  has  been  well  remarked,  that  when  two 
op|x^ng  explanations  of  extraordinary  natural  phenomena 
are  given, — one  of  a  simple  and  seemingly  common  sense 
character,  the  other  complex  and  app.irently  absurd,  —  it 
is  almost  always  safer  to  adopt  the  apparently  absurd  than 
the  seemingly  common  sense  one.  Dr.  Kitto's  "plai 
yielding  to  the  dictates  of  what  he  would  deem  c 
sense,  —  which,  of  course,  in  questions  of  natural  science  is 
tantamount  to  common  nonsense,  —  would  be  sure  to  go 
wrong.  And  we  find  the  remark  not  inaptly  illustrated  by 
the  now  well  established  fact,  that  while  the  medium  level 
of  the  ocean  is  one  of  the  most  fixed  lines  in  nature,  the 

jear  after  year,  to  build  on  Ihe  same  rock-ehcir  among  Ihe  precipice*  of 
Navliy,  from  tho  times  of  m;  gceal-gmadratltcr'i  boyliood  to  those  of 
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level  of  the  great  continents,  with  their  taUe-lands  and 
mountains,  is  an  ever  fluctuating  line.  It  may  seem  itrangc 
that  land  should  be  less  stable  than  water.  We  see  the 
tide  rising  and  Ming  twice  every  twenty-four  houra,  and 
the  rock  ever  remaining  in  its  place;  —  w^  speak  of  the 
fixed  earth  and  the  unstable  sea.  And  yet,  while  we  have 
no  evidence  whatever  that  the  sea  level  has  changed  during 
at  least  the  ages  of  the  Tertiary  formations,  and  absolutely 
know  that  it  could  not  have  varied  more  than  a  few  yards, 
or  at  most  a  few  fiithoms,  we  have  direct  evidence  that 
during  that  time  great  mountain  chains,  many  thousand 
feet  in  height,  such  as  the  Alps,  have  arisen  from  the 
bottom  of  the  ocean,  and  that  great  continents  have  sunk 
beneath  it  and  disappeared.  The  laj'ger  part  of  northern 
Europe  and  America  have  been  covered  by  the  sea  since 
our  present  group  of  shells  began  to  exist;  and  it  seems 
not  improbable  that  the  lower  portion  of  the  valley  of  the 
Jordan  was  depressed  to  its  present  low  level  of  thirteen 
hundred  feet  beneath  the  Mediterranean  since  the  times  of 
the  deluge.  On  several  parts  of  the  coasts  of  Britain  and 
Ireland  the  voyager  can  look  down  through  the  clei^r  sea, 
in  depths  to  which  the  tide  never  falls,  on  the  rem^s  of 
submerged  forests ;  and  it  is  a  demonstrable  fact,  that  even 
during  the  present  age  there  are  certain  extensive  tracts 
of  land  which  have  sunk  beneath  the  sea  level,  while  certain 
other  extensive  tracts  have  been  elevated  over  it.  In  1819, 
a  wide  expaiLso  of  country  in  the  delta  of  the  Indus,  con- 
taining fully  two  thous.and  square  miles  of  flat  meadow, 
M^as  converted  by  a  sudden  depression  of  the  land,  accom- 
panied by  an  earthquake,  into  an  inland  sea;  and  the  tower 
of  a  small  fort,  which  occupied  nearly  the  middle  of  the 
sunken  area,  and  on  which  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  a 
neighboring  village  succeeded  in  saving  themselves,  may 
still  be  seen  raising  its  shattered  head  over  the  surfacSi  — 
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the  only  object  visible  in  a  'waste  of  waters  of  which  the 
eye  fails  to  determine  the  extent.  About  three  years  after 
this  event,  a  tract  of  country,  interposed  between  the  foot 
of  the  Andes  and  the  Facilic,  mo^e  than  equal  iti  area  to  all 
Great  Britwn,  was  elevated  from  two  to  eeven  feet  over 
its  former  level,  and  rocks  laid  bare  in  the  sea,  wliich  the 
pilots  and  fishermen  of  the  coast  had  never  before  seen. 
On  the  Indian  coast  the  sea  seemed  to  be  rising  at  nearly 
the  same  time  when  it  appeared  to  be  falling  on  the  Ameri- 
can one ;  and  on  the  latter  such  was  the  actual  improssion 
entertained  by  the  people.  It  is  stated  by  Sir  Charles 
Lyell,  in  his  "Elements,"  that  he  was  informed  by  Mr. 
Cnucltshanks,  an  English  botanist  who  resided  in  Chili  at 
the  time,  "  that  it  was  the  gvnei-al  belief  of  the  fishermen 
and  inhabitants,  not  that  the  lanil  had  risen,  but  that  the 
ocean  had  permanently  retreated."  Biit  if  it  had  retreated 
from  the  Chilian  shore,  how  could  it  have  risen  on  the 
Indian  one?  In  like  manner  the  sea  appears  to  be  receding 
from  the  north-eastern  shores  of  Sweden  at  the  rate  of 
nearly  fonr  vertical  feet  in  the  ccntuiy;  while  it  gvvma 
to  be  advancing  on  the  western  coasts  of  Greenland  at 
apparently  a  rate  more  coneiderable,  though  there  the  ratio 
of  its  rise  baa  not  been  marked  with  equal  care.  It,sooni8 
to  be  riMng  on  even  the  Swedish  province  of  Scania;  while 
all  the  time,  however,  the  actual  motion,  —  upwarcl.s  in  one 
region,  downwards  in  another,  —  is  in  the  solid  earth, — 
not  in  the  imRtabIc  water,  which  merely  sencs  as  a  sort 
of  hydrostatic  level,  to  indicate  this  fact  of  siihsidencc  or 
elevation  in  the  land.  And  of  course  all  the  reoKoniiig, 
founded  on  mere  appearances,  that  would  reverse  the  j^ro- 
cess  by  assigning  peimanency  to  the  level  of  the  hind, 
and  fiactnation  to  that  of  the  sea,  would  lead  to  inevitable 
error. 
Let  OB,  for  the  illustration's  sake,  suppose  that  the  British 
27 
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islands  bad  been  tbe  scene  of  tbe  Deluge ;  and  tliat  it  liatl 
been  occasioned  by  a  gradual  depression  in  the  earthN 
surfiice  of  about  fifleen  hundred  miles  in  length,  a  thousand 
miles  in  breadth,  five  thousand  feet  in  depth  in  its  centre, 
and  which  gradually  trended  all  around  towards  the  sides. 
Such  a  depression  would  form  a  scarce  appreciable  inequality 
on  the  Burfiice  of  even  a  three  feet  globe ;  in  a  twelve  inch 
globe  it  might  be  represented  by  the  abrasion  of  a  small 
patch  of  the  varnish ;  nor  would  it  have  in  nature  one  sixtli 
the  depth,  or  one  sixteenth  the  area,  of  the  bed  of  the 
Atlantic  Ocean.  Let  us  suppose  further,  that  it  had  been 
produced  by  an  equable  sinking  of  the  surface,  prolonged 
for  forty  days  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
feet  per  day,  —  a  motion  not  equal  to  that  of  the  minute- 
hand  of  a  clock  whose  dial  plate  measures  -two  feet  in 
diameter.  Further,  let  us  suppose  that  a  thoroughly  intel- 
ligent man,  —  let  us  say  Dr.  Kitto  himself,  —  secure  from 
all  personal  danger  in  an  ark  perched  on  some  such  com- 
manding eminence  as  Arthur's  Seat,  had  been  a  witness  of 
the  catastrophe;  and  that,  instead  of  having  merely  to 
reason  respecting  it  after  the  lapse  of  more  than  four 
thousand  years,  he  had  been  enabled  to  bear  testimony 
regarding  it  from  the  evidence  of  his  senses.  In  the  first 
place,  let  me  remark  that  the  sinking  or  downward  motion 
of  the  earth's  crust  would  be  altogether  inaj>preciable  by 
sense ;  in  the  next,  that  the  depression,  even  wlien  it  had 
reached  its  acme,  would  in  no  sensible  degree  affect  the 
contour  of  surrounding  objects.  Even  at  the  end  of  the 
forty  days,  when  the  five  thousand  feet  of  depression  hail 
been  reached,  the  gradient  of  declination  across  the  sunken 
area  would  not  exceed  ten  feet  per  mile,  and  across  the 
larger  diameter  would  amount  to  but  six  feet  eight  inches 
per  mile.  Of  course,  at  the  end  of  the  twentieth  day  the 
gradients  would  be  represented  by  but  one  half  these  sums, 
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and  would  bo  altogether  inappreciable  in  the  hindscape; 
the  hills  would  seem  qitite  as  high  aa  before,  and  the  valleys 
not  more  profound.  The  ouly  eensible  sign  felt  or  viable 
of  what  wos  taking  place  would  be  simply  a  persistent 
rising  of  the  sea  at  somewhat  less  than  twice  its  rate  of 
flow  ducing  stream  tides.  Ocean,  as  if  forgetful  of  its 
ancient  bounds,  would  continue  to  encroach  upon  the  land. 
On  the  second  day  the  greater  part  of  what  is  now  the  site 
of  Eldinburgh  would  be  covered ;  on  the  seventh  day  the 
tide  wonld  have  reached  the  vessel  perched  on  the  top  of 
the  hill  now  known  as  Arthur's  Scat ;  on  the  sixteenth  day 
'  the  highest  peak  of  the  Pcntlands  would  have  disappeared  ; 
and  in  nine  days  more  the  distant  summit  of  Ben  Lomond. 
From  the  roof  of  the  slowly  drifting  ark  nothing  would 
then  have  appeared  save  a  shoreless  ocean.  But  it  would 
have  taken  yet  other  eleven  days  ere  the  proud  crest  of 
Ben  Xevis,  the  highest  land  in  the  British  islands,  would 
liave  been  submerged ;  and  the  eve  of  the  fortieth  day 
would  have  seen  it  covered  by  little  more  than  five  hundred 
feet  of  water.  An  actual  witness,  in  such  circumstances, 
however  intelligent,  could  have  but  testified  to  the  per- 
sistent rise  of  the  sea,  accompanied  mayhap  by  rjun  and 
tempest ;  he  could  but  tell  how  that  for  many  days  together 
it  had  been  flood  without  ebb,  as  if  the  fountains  of  tho 
great  deep  had  been  broken  up ;  and  that  at  length  he  was 
encompassed  by  what  seemed  a  shoreless  ocean.  But  he 
would  certiunly  depart  perilously  from  his  position  as  a 
witness-bearer,  were  he  to  argue,  that  when  his  ark  had 
liegun  to  float  on  a  hilt  eight  hundred  feet  in  height,  all 
hills  upon  the  sur&ce  of  the  globe  of  a  corresponding  alti- 
tude must  have  been  also  covered ;  or  that,  from  what  was 
ill  renlity  but  a  local  depression,  a  universal  deluge  might 
lie  legitimately  infen-ed.  His  error  would  be  of  the  B.ime 
nature  (though  of  course  immensely  greater)  as  that  of  the 
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native  of  Chili  who  held,  that  because  the  ocean  had 
retreated  from  the  coasts  of  his  own  conntrj,  it  had  of 
necessity  also  retreated  from  the  delta  of  the  Indus ;  or  as 
that  of  the  inhabitant  of  Catch  who  held,  that  as  the  sea 
had  risen  high  over  his  native  districts,  it  had  also  of  neces- 
sity overflowed  the  coasts  of  Chili  and  Aracan. 

Dr.  Kitto  brings  forward  but  one  other  objection  to  a 
Flood  only  partial,  and  that  the  one  virtoally  disposed  of 
by  Bishop  Stillingfleet  in  the  terminal  half  of  a  short  sen- 
tence. The  Bishop  "despaired,"  as  he  well  might,  "of 
ever  seeing  it  proved  that  the  whole  earth  had  been  peo- 
pled before  the  Deluge."  "It  has  been  much  urged  of 
late,"  says  Dr.  Kitto,  "  that  the  Deluge  was  not  universal, 
but  was  confined  to  a  particular  region,  which  man  inhab- 
ited. It  may  be  freely  admitted  that,  seeing  the  object  of 
the  Flood  was  to  dro>\ni  mankind,  there  was  no  need  that 
it  should  extend  beyond  the  region  of  man's  habitation. 
But  this  theory  necessarily  assigns  to  the  world  before  the 
Flood  a  lower  population,  and  a  more  limited  extension  of 
it,  than  we  are  prepared  to  concede."  He  then  goes  on  to 
argue,  that,  as  the  species  increased  very  rapidly  immedi- 
ately after  the  Deluge,  it  must  have  increased  in  a  ratio  at 
least  equally  rapid  before  that  catastrophe  took  place.  'But 
how  gratuitous  the  assumption!  It  would  be  quite  as 
safe  to  infer,  that  as  the  human  race  multiplied  greatly  in 
Ireland  during  the  first  half  of  the  present  century,  it 
must  have  also  multiplied  greatly  in  Italy,  a  much  finer 
country,  during  the  first  half  of  the  fifth  century,  or 
in  the  wealthier  portions  of  Kurdistan  during  the  first 
half  of  the  thirteenth.  Ere  applying,  however,  the  Irish 
ratio  of  increase  to  either  the  Italy  of  thirteen  hundred 
years  ago,  or  to  the  Kurdistan  of  five  hundred  years  ago, 
it  would  surely  be  necessary  to  take  into  account  the  im- 
portant fart,  that  those  were  the  ages  of  Zingis  Khan  and 
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of  Attili ;  of  Zingia  Ehau,  who,  on  posseaiuiig  liiiustlf  of 
the  three  capitals  of  the  one  country,  coolly  butchered  four 
tnillions  three  hundred  and  forty-^even  thousand  persons, 
their  inhabitants;  and  of  that  Attihi,  "the  scourge  of 
God,"  who  Dsed  to  say,  more  eepecially  in  reference  to  the 
other  country,  that  "wbereTer  his  horse-hoofi  had  once 
'  trod,  the  graea  never  afterwards  grew,"  and  before  whose 
ravages  the  homao  race  seemed  melting  away.  The  terms 
in  which  the  great  wickedness  of  the  antediluvians  is  de- 
ecribed  indicate  a  period  of  violence  and  outrage;  —  the 
age  which  preceded  the  Flood  was  an  age  of  "  giants"  and 
of  "  mighty  men,"  and  of  "  men  of  renown,"  —  forgotten 
Attilas,  Alarica,  and  Zingis  Khans,  mayhap,  —  "giants  of 
mighty  bone  and  bold  emprise,"  who  became  famous  for 
their  ''infinite  manslaughter,"  and  the  thousands  whom 
they  destroyed.  Such  is  decidedly  the  view  which  the 
brief  Scriptural  description  suggested  to  the  poets;  and 
certainly,  when  a  question  comes  to  be  one  of  guess  work, 
no  other  class  of  persons  guess  half  so  sagaciously  as  they. 
It  has  not  unfrequtntly  occurred  to  me,  —  and  in  a  ques- 
tion of  this  kind  one  suggestion  may  be  quite  as  admissible 
as  another,  —  that  the  Deluge  may  have  been  more  a  visi- 
tation of  mercy  to  the  race  than  of  judgment.  Even  in 
our  own  times,  as  ha|}pened  in  New  Zealand  during  the 
present  century,  and  in  Tahiti  about  the  close  of  the  last, 
tribes  restricted  to  one  tract  of  country,  when  seized  by 
the  madness  of  conquest,  have  narrowly  escaped  extermi- 
nation. We  know  that  in  some  instances  better  have  been 
destroyed  by  worse  races,  —  that  the  more  roUncd  haie  at 
times  yielded  to  the  more  barbarous,  —  yielded  bo  entirely, 
that  all  that  survived  of  vast  populations  and  a  compar- 
atively high  civilization  have  been  broken  temples,  and 
great  burial  mounds  locked  up  in  the  aohtudes  of  deep 
forests;  »id  further,  that  whole  peoples,  exhausted  by 
27* 
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their  vices,  have  sunk  into  such  a  state  of  clepresiiioii  aiwl 
decline,  ^that,  unable  any  longer  to  supply  the  mcvitable 
waste  of  nature,  they  have  dropt  into  extinction.  And 
such  may  have  been  the  condition  of  the  human  race 
during  that  period  of  portentous  evil  and  violence  which 
preceded  the  deluge.  We  know  that  the  good  came  at 
length  to  be  restricted  to  a  single  family;  and  even  the 
evil,  instead  of  being  numbered,  as  now,  by  hundreds  of 
millions,  may  have  been  compnsed  in  a  few  thousands, 
or  at  most  a  few  hundred  thousands,  that  were  becoming 
fewer  every  year,  from  the  indulgence  of  fierce  and  evil 
passions,  in  a  time  of  outrage  and  violence.  The  Creator 
of  the  race  may  have  dealt  with  it  on  this  oc<iasion  of 
judgment,  as  a  florist  does  with  some  decaying  plant, 
which  he  cuts  down  to  the  ground  in  order  to  secure  a 
fresh  shoot  from  the  root.  At  all  events,  the  proof  of  an 
antediluvian  population  at  once  enormously  great  and  very 
largely  spread  must  rest  with  those  who  hold,  with  Dr. 
Kitto,  that  its  numbers  and  extent  were  such  as  to  militate 
against  the  probability  of  a  deluge  merely  partial ;  and  any 
such  proof  we  may,  with  the  good  old  Bishop  of  Worces- 
ter, well  "despair  of  ever  seeing"  produced.  Even  admit- 
ting, however,  for  the  argument's  sake,  that  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Old  World  may  have  been  as  numerous  as  those  of 
China  are  now, — a  number  estimated  by  the  recent  author- 
ities at  more  than  three  hundred  and  fifty  millions,  —  and 
the  admission  is  certainly  greatly  larger  than  there  is  argu- 
ment enough  on  the  other  side  to  extort, — a  comparatively 
partiid  deluge  would  have  been  sufficient  to  secure  their 
destruction.  In  short,  it  may  be  fairly  concluded,  that  if 
there  be  a  show  of  reason  against  the  theory  of  a  flood 
merely  local,  it  has  not  yet  been  exhibited.  Even  Dr. 
Kitto,  with  all  his  ingenuity  and  learning,  has  failed  to  array 
:igaui8t  it  arguments  of  any  real  weight  or  oogency ;  and 
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in  my  next  address  I  may  be  perhaps  able  to  show  yon 
that  the  objections  which,  on  the  other  hand,  bear  against 
the  antagonist  hypothesis,  are  at  once  solid  and  nomerons. 
I  may  be  mistaken  in  my  estimate ;  but  for  some  years  past 
I  have  regarded  them  as  altogether  insonnoontable. 


LECTURE  EIGHTH. 

THE   NOACHIAN   DELUGE. 
PABT  II, 

A  CENTURY  has  not  yet  gone  by  since  all  the  organic 
remains  on  which  the  science  of  Palaeontology  is  now 
founded  were  regarded  as  the  wrecks  of  a  universal  del- 
uge, and  held  good  in  evidence  that  the  waters  had  pre- 
vailed in  every  known  country,  and  risen  over  the  highest 
hills.  Intelligent  observers  were  not  wanting  at  even  an 
earlier  time  who  maintained  that  a  temporary  flood  could 
not  have  occasioned  phenomena  so  extraordinary.  Such 
was  the  view  taken  by  several  Italian  naturalists  of  the  sev- 
enteenth century,  and  in  Britain  by  the  distinguished  math- 
ematician Ilooke,  the  contemporary,  and  in  some  matters 
rival,  of  Newton.  But  the  conclusions  of  these  observers, 
now  so  generally  adopted,  were  regarded  both  in  Popish 
and  Protestant  countries  as  but  Httle  friendly  to  Reve- 
lation; and  so  strong  was  the  opposite  opinion,  and  so 
generally  were  petrifactions  regarded  as  so  many  proo&  of 
a  universal  deluge,  that  Voltaire  felt  himself  constrained, 
first  in  his  Dissertation  drawn  up  for  the  Academy  at 
Bologna,  and  next  in  his  article  on  shells  in  the  Philosophi- 
cal Dictionary,  to  take  up  the  question  as  charged  with  one 
of  the  evidences  of  that  Revelation  which  it  was  the  great 
design  of  his  life  to  subvert.  And  with  an  unfairness  too 
characteristic  of  his  sparkling  but  unsolid  writings,  we  find 
him  nrgiiing,  that  all  fossil  shells  were  either  those  of  fresh 
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irater  lakes  and  rivers  evaporated  during  dry  seasons,  or 
of  laud  snails  developed  in  unusual  abundance  duiing  wet 
ones;  or  that  they  were  shells  wbtdi  had  been  dropped 
from  the  hats  of  pilgrims  on  their  way  irom  the  Holy 
X<and  to  their  homes ;  or  that  they  were  shells  that  had 
gone  astray  from  cabinets  and  museums ;  or,  finally,  tliiit 
they  were  not  shells  at  all,  but  mere  shell-like  forms,  pro- 
dnced  by  some  occult  process  of  nature  in  the  bowels  of 
the  earirh.  In  fine,  in  order  to  destroy  the  credibility  of 
the  Noachian  deluge,  the  brilliant  Frenchman  exhausted 
every  expedient  in  his  attempts  to  neutralize  that  Palieon- 
tologic  evidence  on  which  geologists  now  found  some  of 
their  most  legitimate  conclusions.  But  he  only  succeeded, 
instead,  in  producing  compositions  of  which  every  sentence 
contains  either  an  absurdity  or  an  untruth,  and  in  raising  a 
reaction  agunst  the  aj>ecial  school  of  infidelity  which  he 
had  founded,  that  at  length  bore  it  down.  He  wrote  in 
the  middle  of  the  Paris  bitsin,  with  its  multitude  of  fos^l 
shells  and  bones;  and,  ^vhen  penning  his  article  for  the 
Encyclopedia,  he  had,  he  tells  us,  a  boxful  of  the  shell- 
charged  soil  of  the  Faluns  of  Touraine  actually  before 
him;  but  the  deluge  had  to  be  put  down,  whatever  the 
nature  or  bearing  of  the  facts;  and  so  he  could  find  in 
either  no  evidence  of  a  time  when  the  sea  had  covered 
the  land.  He  found,  instead,  only  "some  mussels,  because 
there  were  ponds  in  the  neighborhood."  As  for  the  "spiral 
petrifactions  termed  comu  ammonis,"  of  wliicb  the  Junuisic 
Alps  are  full,  they  were  not  nautili,  he  sold ;  they  could  be 
nothing  else  than  reptiles;  seeing  that  reptiles  take  almost 
always  the  form  of  a  spiral  when  not  in  motion ;  and  it  was 
sm^y  more  likely,  that  when  petrified  they  should  still 
retain  the  spiral  disposition,  than  that  "  the  Indian  Ocean 
should  have  long  ago  overflowed  the  mountains  of  Europe." 
Were  there  not,  however,  real  shells  of  the  Syrian  type  in 
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France  and  Italy?  Perhaps  so.  But  ought  "we  not  to 
recollect,"  he  asked,  ^^the  numberless  bands  of  pilgrims 
who  carried  their  money  to  the  Holy  Land,  and  brought 
back  shells  ?  or  was  it  preferable  to  think  that  the  sea  of 
Joppa  and  Sidon  had  covered  Burgundy  and  Milanais  ? " 
As  for  the  seeming  shells  of  the  less  superficial  deposits, 
"  Are  we  sure,"  he  inquired,  "  that  the  soil  of  the  earth 
cannot  produce  fossils?"  Agate  in  some  specimens  con- 
tains its  apparent  sprigs  of  moss,  which,  we  know,  never 
existed  as  the  vegetable  they  resemble;  and  why  should 
not  the  earth  have,  in  like  manner,  produced  its  apparent 
shells  ?  Or  are  not  many  of  these  shells  mere  lake  or  river 
petrifactions  ?  —  one  never  sees  among  them  "  true  marine 
substances" ! !  "If  there  were  any,  why  have  we  never 
seen  bones  of  sea  dogs,  sharks,  and  whales?"!!!  And 
thus  he  ran  on,  in  the  belief  apparently  that  he  had  to 
deal  with  but  an  ignorant  priesthood,  too  little  acquainted 
with  the  facts  to  make  out  a  case  against  him  in  behalf 
of  the  Mosaic  narrative,  and  whom  at  least,  should  argu- 
ment fail  him,  he  could  vanquish  with  a  joke. 

There  was,  however,  a  young  German,  who  had  not  at 
the  time  quite  made  up  his  mind  either  for  the  French 
school  or  against  it,  who  was  no  uninterested  reader  of 
Ybltaire^s  disquisitions  on  fossil  shells.  And  this  young 
man  was  destined  to  be  in  the  coming  age  what  the 
Frenchman  had  been  in  the  closing  one,  —  the  leading 
mind  of  Europe.  He,  too,  had  been  looking  at  fossils; 
and  having  no  case  to  make  out  either  for  or  against 
Moses,  or  any  one  else,  he  had  received  in  a  fair  and 
candid  spirit  the  evidence  with  which  they  were  charged. 
And  the  gross  dishonesty  of  Voltaire  in  the  matter  formed 
so  decided  a  turning  point  with  him,  that  from  that  time 
forward  he  employed  his  great  influence  in  bearing  don^ii 
the  French  school  of  infidelity,  as  a  school  detestably  fiilae 
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and  hollow ;  —  a  warning,  Biirely,  to  all,  whether  thej-  dtand 
up  for  Revolation  or  agiunst  it,  of  the  danger  o£  being, 
like  the  witty  Frenchman,  "wicked  overmuch."  "To  ns 
youths,"  aaya  Goethe,  in  his  Autobiography,  "with  our 
German  love  of  truth  and  nature,  the  factious  dinbonesty 
of  VoltMre,  and  the  perverdon  of  ao  many  worthy  sub- 
jects, became  more  and  more  annoying,  and  we  daily 
Strengthened  ourselves  in  our  aversion  from  him.  He 
could  never  have  done  with  degrading  religion  and  the 
•acred  books  for  the  sake  of  injuring  pi-iostcraft,  as  he 
ctdled  it ;  and  thus  produced  in  me  many  an  unplcasing 
sensation.  But  when  I  now  learned,  that  to  wi-nki'ii  the 
tradition  of  a  Deluge,  he  had  denied  all  petrified  tihollR, 
aod  only  admitted  them  as  lustta  naturae,  lie  entirely  ln!'t 
my  confidence ;  for  my  own  eyes  had  on  the  BaHchberg 
plainly  enough  shown  me  that  I  stood  on  the  bottom  of  an 
old  dried-np  sea,  among  the  exuvi(e  of  its  ancient  inhabit- 
ants. These  mountains  had  certainly  been  once  covered 
with  waves,  —  whether  before  or  during  the  Deluge  did 
not  concern  me :  it  was  enough  that  the  valley  of  the 
Rhine  had  been  a  monstrous  lake,  —  a  bay  extending 
beyond  the  reach  of  eyesight :  out  of  this  I  was  not  to 
be  talked.  I  thought  much  more  of  advancing  in  the 
knowledge  of  lands  and  mountains,  let  what  would  be 
the  result."  I  know  not  in  the  whole  history  of  opinion 
a  more  instructive  passage  than  this.  Little  could  Vol- 
taire have  known  what  he  was  in  reality  doing,  or  bow 
egregiously  he  was  overreaching  himself,  when,  in  labor- 
ing to  bear  down  the  evidence  borne  by  fossils  to  the 
ancient  upheavals  and  cataclysms,  he  suffered  himself  to 
make  use  of  assertions  and  arguments  so  palpably  imfair. 
.  And  tliose  who  employ,  in  their  zeal  against  the  geolo- 
gists, what  is  still  exceedingly  common,  —  the  Voltaii-ean 
•tylo  of  argument,  —  espedally  if  they  employ  it  in  what 
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thcj  deem  the  behalf  of  reli^on,  might  do  well  to  inquire 
whether  they  are  not  in  some  little  danger  of  pfXKUicing 
the  Yoltairean  result.* 

No  man  acquainted  with  the  general  outlines  of  Pdmm* 
tology,  or  the  true  succession  of  the  sedimentary  forma- 
tions, has  been  able  to  believe,  during  the  last  half  century, 
that  any  proof  of  a  general  deluge  can  be  derived  finom  the 
older  geologic  systems, — Palaeozoic,  Secondary,  or  Terti- 
ary. It  has  been  held,  however,  by  accomplished  geolo- 
gists, within  even  the  last  thirty  years,  that  such  proof 
might  be  successfully  sought  for  in  what  are  known  as  the 
superficial  deposits.  Such  was  the  belief  of  Cuvier, — a 
man  who,  even  in  geologic  science,  which  was  certainly  not 
his  peculiar  province,  exerted  a  mighty  influence  over  the 
thinking  of  other  men.  "I  agree  with  MM.  Deluc  and 
Dolomieu  in  thinking,"  we  find  him  saying,  in  his  widely 
filmed  "  Theory  of  the  Earth,"  "  that  if  anything  in  geol- 
ogy be  established,  it  is,  that  the  surface  of  our  globe  has 
undergone  a  great  and  sudden  revolution,  the  dat€  of 
which  cannot  be  referred  to  a  much  earlier  period  than 
five  or  six  thousand  years  ago."  But  from  the  same  cele- 
brated work  we  learn  that  Cuvier  held  that  this  sudden 
catastrophe,  —  occasioned,  as  he  supposed,  by  an  elevation 
of  the  sea  bottom  and.  a  submergence  of  the  previously 
existing  land,  —  had  not  been  universal ;  seeing  he  could 
entertain  the  belief  that  the  three  great  races  of  the 
human  fimiily, — Ethiopian,  Mongolian,  and  Caucasian, — 
had  all  escaped  from  it  in  several  directions.  In  referring 
to  the  marked  peculiarities  of  the  Mongolian  race,  so  very 
distinct  from  the  Caucasian,  he  merely  intimates,  that  he 
was  "tempted  to  believe  their  ancestors  and  ours  had 
escaped  the  great  catastrophe  on  different  sides;"  but  in 
dwelling  on  the  stiU  more  marked  peculiarities  of  the 
Kegroes,  we  find  him  explicitly  stating,  that,  "all  their 
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characters  clearly  show  that  thej  had  escaped  from  the 
Tiverwhetming  deluge  at  another  point  than  the  Cnncasian 
tnd  Altaic  races ;  irom  which  they  had  perhaps  been  scpa- 
fated,"  he  adds,  "for  a  long  time  previons  to  the  occnirence 
of  that  event."  For  a  season,  geologists  of  high  standing 
in  onr  own  conntry,  snch  as  Bnckland  and  Conybeare,  fol- 
lowed Cavier  so  far  as  to  hold,  that  the  snperficial  deposits 
bore  evidence  everywhere  of  a  great  cataclysm,  the  last  of 
tha  geolc^c  catastrophes ;  and  which  might  be  identified, 
they  believed,  with  the  Noachian  Dclage.  Against  this 
view  one  of  the  most  distinguished  of  Scottish  naturalists, 
Dr.  John  Fleming,  raised  a  vigorous  protest  as  early  as 
the  year  1626,  and  conclusively  showed  that  no  temporary 
fiood  could  have  produced  the  existing  appearances.  And 
BO  thoroughly  were  his  iacts  and  reasonings  confirmed  by 
subsequent  discovery,  that  the  geologists  of  name  who  had 
acquiesced,  wholly  or  in  part,  in  the  Cuvierian  view,  read 
in  Huccesnon  their  recantations:  Br.  Buckland  in  especial, 
who  had  written  most  lai^ly  on  the  subject,  and  com- 
mitted Iiimself  most  thoroughly,  did  so  a  very  few  years 
after:  nor  does  the  hypothesis  of  Cui-ier  appear  to  have 
been  since  adopted  by  any  writer  of  scientific  reputation. 
Instead,  therefore,  of  contending  with  arguments  or  in- 
ferences  which  there  are  now  no  parties  in  the  field  tc 
muntun,  I  shall  briefly  refer  to  a  few  of  the  leading  char- 
acteristicfl  of  those  superficial  deposits  on  which  the  aban- 
doned conclusions  were  originally  based,  and  show,  in  the 
pasdng,  that  they  are  not  such  as  a  temporary  deluge 
'  could  have  produced. 

The  superficial  depodts  include  what  is  known  as  the 
mammaliferous  crag,  the  drift,  the  boulder  and  brick  clays, 
the  stratified  sands  and  gravels,  the  travelled  rocks,  the 
oaars,  and  moraines  of  the  higher  latitudes.  For  it  is  a 
fiict  very  significant  in  its  bearings  on  the  diluvial  contro- 
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versy,  that  it  is  in  tbe  higher  }:ititii(1cs  in  both  hembpherw 
that  these  peculiar  deposits  are  chiefly  to  be  fennd.  They 
have  been  traced  in  Patagonia  in  the  one  hemisphere,  from 
the  southern  limits  of  the  country  to  the  forty-first  degree 
of  south  latitude ;  and  in  Europe  in  the  other,  to  the  for- 
tieth ;  and  in  America  to  even  the  thirty-eighth  degree  of 
north  latitude.  But  in  the  great  belt,  nearly  eighty  de- 
grees in  breadth,  which,  encircling  the  globe  from  east  to 
west,  includes  with  the  torrid  the  warmer  portions  of  the 
temperate  zones,  they  have  scarce  any  existence  at  all,  or 
exist  at  least  in  diiferent  forms  and  exceedingly  reduced 
proportions.  The  superficial  deposits,  in  their  most  charac- 
teristic conditions,  are  deposits  of  the  colder  portions- of 
the  globe,  and  in  many  parts  indicate  that  there  prevailed 
daring  their  formation  a  much  severer  climate  than  now 
obtains  in  the  regions  in  which  they  occur.  The  shells 
which  they  contain  in  Britain,  for  instance,  though  almost 
aU  of  existing  species,  arc  many  of  them  such  as  are  not 
now  to  be  found  in  the  British  seas,  but  in  seas  about 
ten  degrees  further  to  the  north ;  and  there  is  eridence 
that  tbe  line  of  perpetual  snow  must  haie  descended  at 
the  time  to  a  lower  level  than  that  attained  by  our  second- 
class  hills,  and  that  almost  every  Iliglilaiid  valley  had  its 
glacier.  They  represent,  too,  vast  periods  of  time;  —  ear- 
lier periods,  during  which  the  land  gradually  sank,  till  only 
its  higher  eminences  were  uncovered,  and  great  floats  of 
icebergs  went  careering  over  its  submerged  plains  and 
lower  hills;  and  later  periods,  during  which  the  land  as 
gradually  arose,  afier  apparently  many  pauses  and  oscilla-- 
lions,  until  at  length,  when  it  had  reached  a  level  scarce 
eighty  feet  higher  than  that  which  it  at  present  maintains, 
the  climate  softened,  and  the  glaciers  which  had  formed 
in  the  later  times  among  its  hills  nitimately  disappeared. 
Beds  of  sea^hellB  of  the  boreal  type,  that  belcuig  to  thoM 
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ice  ages,  may  be  still  found  occupying  tlic  pLicoa  iti  wliich 
they  had  lived  and  died,  many  miles  inland,  and  hundreds 
of  fi'ct  over  the  sea  level  Boring  shells,  sucli  as  tlic  pho- 
lodadidEB,  may  be  detected  far  out  of  si^ht  of  the  ocean, 
«till  occupj-ing  the  cells  which  ilicy  )iad  scooped  out  for 
themselves  in  hard  limestone  or  yielding  slialc ;  and  seqiula 
and  nuliporate  encrustations  may  bo  stco  still  ndhiiing  lo 
rucks  raised  to  giddy  elevations  over  the  sea.  The  group 
of  mammals,  however,  which  lived  during  this  jKiriod,  and 
to  whose  abundant  tusks  and  skeletons  one  of  its  older 
deposits  (the  mammaUferous  crag)  owes  its  name,  was 
vnarkcd  by  so  peculiar  a  character,  that  evidence  of  a  uni- 
versal deluge  has  been  often  sought  for  in  their  remains. 
The  group, — that  which  immediately  preceded  the  animals 
of  our  own  times,  and  included  not  a  few  of  the  indigenous 
Species  which  still  inhabit  our  country,  —  was  chiefly  re- 
markable for  contmiiing  many  genera,  all  of  whose  existing 
Species  are  exotic.  It  had  its  great  elephant,  its  two  species 
of  rhinoceros,  its  hippopotamus,  its  hywna,  its  tiger,  and 
its  monkey  \  and  much  ingenious  calculation  has  been  em- 
ployed by  writers  such  as  Granville  Pcnn,  in  attempting  to 
ehow  how  these  remains  might  have  been  transported  from 
the  iotertropical  regions  during  the  Flood,  not  only  to 
Britain,  but  even  to  the  northern  wastes  of  Siberia,  —  a 
voyage  of  from  four  to  five  thousand  miles.  There  arc 
instances  on  record  in  which  the  bodies  of  the  drowned 
have  been  drifted  from  ninety  to  a  hundi'cil  and  fifty  rniles 
from  the  spot  where  they  had  been  first  submerged ;  but 
they  have  always  been  found,  in  these  oases,  in  a  condition 
of  sad  mutilation  and  decay ;  whereas  the  carcass  of  the 
andent  elephant  which  was  discovered,  a  little  ore  the 
commencement  of  the  present  century,  locked  up  in  i(rc  in 
Siberia,  three  thousand  six  hundred  miles  from  where  ele- 
phants now  live,  was  in  such  a  state  of  oxoellent  keemng, 
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that  the  bears  and  dogs  fed  upon  its  flesh.  It  seems  a  sig* 
nificant  circumstance  too,  that  the  remains  of  these  fossil 
elephants,  tigers,  and  hyaenas,  should  be  associated  in  even 
our  own  country  witli  those  of  well  known  northern  spe- 
cies, —  with  the  remains  of  the  reindeer,  of  the  red  deer, 
of  the  Lithuanian  auroch,  of  the  European  beaver,  of  the 
Euroi)ean  wolf,  of  the  wild  cat,  the  fox,  and  the  otter. 
Writei-s,  however,  such  as  Mr.  Penn,  got  over  both  difficul- 
ties. He  showed,  for  instance,  how  a  ship  had  once  run 
across  the  Atlantic  under  bare  poles,  during  an  almost  con- 
tinued hurricane,  at  the  rate  of  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight  miles  in  twenty-four  hours, — nearly  the  rate  at  which 
the  great  American  steamers  cross  the  same  ocean  now ; 
and  why,  he  asked,  might  not  the  carcAsses  of  elephants 
have  drifted  northwards  at  an  equal  rate  on  the  tides  of 
the  deluge  ?  And  as  for  the  mixed  character  of  the  group 
with  which  these  remains  are  found  associated,  that  was 
exactly  what  Mr.  Penn  would  have  expected  in  the  circum- 
stances. It  was  the  result  of  a  timiultuary  flood,  which 
had  brought  together  in  our  northern  region  the  floating 
carcasses  of  the  animals  of  all  climates,  to  sink  in  unwonted 
companionship,  when  putrefaction  had  done  its  work,  into 
the  same  deposits.  He  had,  however,  unluckily  overlooked 
the  fact,  that  comparative  anatomy  is  in  reality  a  science ; 
and  further,  that  it  is  a  science  of  which  men  such  as 
Cuvier  and  Owen  know  a  great  deal  more  thaii  the  men 
who  never  studied  it,  however  respectable.  It  is  the  re- 
corded decision  of  these  great  anatomists,  —  a  decision 
which  has  been  many  times  tested  and  confirmed, — that 
the  northern  species  of  elephant,  rhinoceros,  tiger,  and 
hyaena,  were  entirely  different  from  the  intertropical  spe- 
^os ;  that  they  differed  from  them  very  considerably  more 
than  the  ass  differs  from  the  horse,  or  the  dog  from  the 
wolf;  and  that,  while  there  is  a  preponderatuig  amount 
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of  evidence  to  show  that  they  were  i;iiih\-»  of  the  tuuii- 
triea  in  which  their  remains  are  now  found,  lUcie  i»  not 
a  Bhadow  of  evidence  to  show  that  they  had  ever  lived, 
or  coukl  have  lived,  in  an  intertropical  country.  Of  tha 
northern  elephant,  it  ia  positively  known,  from  the  Si- 
berian specimen,  that  it  was  covered,  like  many  other 
subarctic  animals,  with  long  hair,  and  a  thick  cii^p  uuder- 
growth  of  wool,  about  three  inchea  in  length,  —  certahily 
not  an  intertropical  provision  ;  and  eo  entii'cly  different  was 
it  in  form  from  either  of  the  existing  species,  African  or 
Indian,  that  a  child  could  he  taught  in  a  Mnglc  lesson  to 
distinguish  it  by  the  tusks  alone.  In  tine,  the  assumption 
that  challenges  the  remains  of  the  old  Pleistocene  caniiv- 
ora  and  pachydormata  as  those  of  intertropical  species 
brought  northu'ards  by  a  universal  dfjiige,  is  about  as 
well  based  and  sound  aa  if  it  challenged  the  bones  of 
tbzea  occasionally  found  in  our  woods  for  the  remains  of 
dogs  of  Aleppo  or  Askalon  brought  into  Diitain  by  the  ■ 
Crusaders,  or  as  if  it  pronounced  a  dead  ass  to  bo  one 
of  the  cavalry  horses  of  the  fatal  charge  of  Balaklava, 
transported  to  England  from  the  Ciimea  as  a  relio  of 
the  fight.  The  hypothesis  confounds  aa  a  species  the 
Rodnante  of  Quixote  with  the  Dapple  of  Sancho  Pansa, 
9nd  frames  its  argument  on  the  mistake. 

That  this  extinct  group  of  animals  inhabited  for  ages  the 
cornitrica  in  which  their  remains  are  now  embeaded,  is 
rendered  evident  by  tlieir  great  mimlicrs  in  some  localities, 
and  from  their  occurrence  in  various  states  of  preservntioii, 
and  in  beds  of  vaiious  ages.  The  live  htmdred  ninniniotha 
whose  tasks  and  grinders  were  dragged  np  in  thirteei; 
years  by  the  oyster  dredgers  of  the  Norfolk  coast  from 
a  tract  of  submerged  drift,  could  not  all  have  been 
contemporary  in  a  small  corner  of  England,  but  nnist  have 
represented  several  generations.  And  of  course  the  two 
28* 
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r.iousand  grinders  brought  up  from  the  c'AiK)sed  surface  of 
the  drift  must  have  borne  but  a  small  proportion  to  the 
tliousands  still  dispersed  throughout  the  entire  depth  of 
the  deposit.  Any  argument,  however,  foonded  on  tlie 
mere  numbers  of  these  elephantine  tusks  and  grinders, 
and  which  evaded  the  important  question  of  species, 
might  be  eluded,  however  unfairly,  by  the  assertoi-s  of 
a  universal  deluge.  Floods  certainly  do  at  times  accumu- 
late, in  great  heaps,  bodies  of  the  same  8i)ecitio  gnivity; 
and  why  might  not  a  imiversal  flood  have  accumulated 
on  this  special  tract  of  drift,  the  carcasses  of  many  ele- 
phants? But  it  will  be  found  greatly  more  difficult  to 
elude  the  ingenious  argument  on  the  general  question  of 
Professor  Owen.  Next,  perhaps,  to  the  extinct  elephant, 
one  of  the  most  numerous  animals  of  this  ancient  grouj) 
was  the  great  Irish  elk,  Megaceros  JIibernicus^  a  creature 
that,  measured  to  the  top  of  its  enormous  antlei's,  stood  ten 
feet  four  inches  in  height,  and  exceeded  in  bulk  an<l  size 
the  largest  horses.  Like  all  other  species  of  the  deer 
family,  the  creature  annually  shed  and  renewed  its  horns ; 
"  and  a  male  deer  may  be  reckoned,"  says  Professor  Owen, 
"to  have  lefl  about  eight  pairs  of  antlers,  besides  its 
bones,  to  testify  its  former  existence  upon  the  earth.  But 
as  the  female  has  usually  no  antlers,  our  exi>ectatious  might 
be  limited  to  the  discovery  of  four  times  as  many  ])airs 
of  antlers  as  skeletons  in  the  superficial  deposits  of  the 
countries  in  which  such  deer  have  lived  and  died.  The 
actual  proportion  of  the  fossil  antlers  of  the  great  extiuct 
species  of  British  Pliocene  deer  (which  antlers  are  i)roved 
by  the  form  of  their  base  to  have  been  shed  bv  the  livinir 
animabj)  to  the  fossil  bones  of  the  same  species,  is  soine- 
what  greater  than  in  the  above  calculation.  Although, 
therefore,  it  may  be  contended  that  the  swollen  carcjLss  of 
a  drowned  exotic  deer  might  be  borne  along  a  diluvial 
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ware  to  a  cotisidfiablo  distance,  and  its  Ijoiks  ulutiii.ti^ly 
deposited  lui'  Ironi  its  native  soil,  it  is  not  crcJ/'Z/le  t/uil  all 
the  solid  ahed  anflers  of  axtch  species  of  deer  could  be 
carried  by  the  sanie  cause  to  the  same  distance/  or  that 
any  of  them  could  be  rolled  for  a  short  dietvice,  with  other 


(Iridi  Elk.) 


heavy  debris  of  a  mighty  torrent,  without  fracture  and 
Bgaa  of  friotion.  But  tlio  slied  antlers  of  tlic  Inrgc  uxtinct 
species  of  deer  found  in  this  island  and  id  Irdand  have 
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commonly  their  parts  or  branches  entire  as  when  they  fell ; 
and  the  fractured  8pecimens  are  generally  found  in  caves, 
and  shoic  marks  of  the  teeth  of  the  ossivoroua  h^wiias  by 
which  they  had  been  gnawed;  thus  at  the  same  time 
revealing  the  mode  in  which  they  were  introduced  into 
those  caves,  and  proving  the  contemj^oraneoiis  €xlstc7ice  in 
this  islcind  of  both  Jciiids  of  mammalla,^^ 

But  the  contents  of  the  bone  caves,  consisting  in  largo 
part  of  the  extinct  mammals,  ought  of  themselves  to  be 
decisive  in  this  question.  As  the  opening  of  the  Kirkdale 
cavern  is  only  about  four  feet  each  way,  a  diluvial  wave, 
charged  with  the  wreck  of  the  lower  latitudes, .  could 
scarce  have  washed  into  such  an  orifice  any  considerable 
number  of  the  intertroj)ical  animals.  And  yet  there  has 
been  fomid  in  this  cave,  —  with  the  teeth  of  a  verv  voun^j 
mammoth,  of  a  very  great  tiger,  of  a  tiger-like  animal 
whose  genus  is  extinct,  of  a  rlunoceros,  and  of  a  hippopot- 
amus,—  the  fragmentary  remains  of  from  two  to  three 
hundred  hyajnas.  Further,  even  sui>posing,  what  is  im- 
possible, that  a  diluvial  wave  had  swept  them  all  from  the 
tropics  into  the  four-feet  hole,  on  what  principle  is  it  to  be 
explained  that  the  bones  thus  washed  into  the  cave  should 
be  all  gnawed  bones,  even  those  of  the  hyaenas  themselves, 
whereas  the  bones  of  the  same  creatui'cs  i'ound  in  the 
raammaliferous  deposits  of  the  country  bear  no  marks  of 
teeth?  Mr.  Granville  Penn,  however,  gets  over  the  dif- 
ficulty  of  the  cave,  which  is  hollowed,  I  may  mention,  in 
a  limestone  of  the  Oolitic  series,  inclosing  the  ammonite 
and  belemnite,  by  asserting  that  its  mammaliferous  con- 
tents may  be  somewhat  older  than  itself!  The  lime- 
stone existed,  he  holds,  as  but  a  mere  unformed  pulp  at 
the  time  the  intertropical  animals  came  floating  north- 
wards: they  sank  into  it;  the  gasses  evolved  during 
putrefaction  blew  up  the  plastic  lime  above  them  into  a 
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great  oblong  bubble,  somewbat  as  n  f,'Ias3-blower  blowa 
up  a  bottle ;  aud  hence  the  Ivirkdale  cavern,  with  its 
gDAwed  bones  and  its  amadng  number  of  teeth.  And 
certainly  a  geologic  argument  of  this  ingciiiotia  character 
has  one  Bignal  advantage,  —  it  is  in  no  danger  whatever 
of  being  answered  by  the  geologists.  Mr.  Pcnn,  in  a 
second  edition  of  his  work,  cxpros.'ied  sonic  surprise  tbnt 
an  Edinburgh  Reviewer  should  have  merely  stated  his 
argument  without  replying  to  it ! !  , 

But  I  need  not  dwell  on  the  arguments  for  a  miiversal 
deluge  wliich  have  been  derived  from  the  superficial 
deports.  Tliey  all  belong  to  an  immature  age  of  geologic 
science,  and  are  of  no  value  whatever.  Let  us  pass  rather 
to  the  considei'ation  of  tiic  facts  and  arguments  whicli 
militate  ag^nst  the  nniversaUty  of  the  catastrophe. 

The  form  and  dimensions  of  Xoab's  ark  are  definitely 
given  in  the  sacred  record.  It  seems  to  have  been  a  great 
oblong  bos,  somewhat  like  a  wooden  granary,  three 
stories  high,  and  furnished  with  a  roof  apparently  of  the 
ordinary  angular  shape,  bnt  with  a  somewhat  broader 
ridge  titan  common;  and  it  measured  three  hundi'cA 
cubits  in  length,  fifty  cubits  in  breadtli,  and  thirty  cubit^j 
in  height.  A  good  deal  of  controversy  has,  however, 
arisen  regarding  the  cubit  employed ;  some  holding,  with 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  and  most  of  the  older  Uieologiaua, 
ench  as  Shnckford  and  Hales,  that  the  Noachian  cubit 
was  what  is  known  as  the  common  or  natural  cubit,  "  con- 
taining," says  Sir  Walter,  "one  foot  and  a  halfj  or  a  length 
equal  to  that  of  the  human  fore-arm  measurc<l  from  the 
sharp  of  the  elbow  to  the  point  of  the  middle  finger;" 
others  contendmg  that  it  was  the  palm-cubit,  "which 
taketh,"  adds  my  authority,  "  one  handful  more  than  the 
common;"  yet  others,  the  royal  or  Persian  cubit  of 
twenty-one  laches ;  and  so  on ;  for  there  are,  it  Becms;  five 
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several  kinds  of  cubit  to  choose  ii'om,  all  differing  each 
from  the  others.  The  controversy  is  one  in  which  there 
is  exceeding  little  footing  for  any  party.  I  am  inclined, 
however,  to  adopt,  with  Kaleigh  and  Hales,  the  natural 
cubit,  for  the  following  reason.  Tlie  given  dimensions  of 
the  ark  form  the  oldest  example  of  measurement  of  which 
we  have  any  record ;  and  all,  or  almost  all,  the  older  and 
simpler  standards  of  measure  bear  reference  to  portions 
of  the  human  frame.  There  is  the  span,  the  palm,  the 
hand-breadth,  the  thumb-breadth  (or  inch),  the  hair- 
breadth, and  the  foot.  The  simple  fisherman  on  our 
coasts  still  measures  off  his  fiithoms  by  stretching  out 
both  his  arms  to  the  full ;  the  village  sempstress  still  tells 
off  her  cloth-breadths  by  finger-lengths  and  nmU;  the 
untaught  tiller  of  the  soil  still  estunates  the  area  of  his 
little  field  hy  pacing  along  its  sides.  Man's  first  and  most 
ob^dous  expedient,  when  lie  sets  himself  to  measure,  is  to 
employ  his  own  person  as  his  standard ;  and  the  firet  or 
common  cubit  was  a  measure  of  this  natural  description 
equal  in  length  to  the  extended  fore-arm  and  hand.  All 
the  other  cubits  were  artificial  compounds  of  after  intro- 
duction ;  and  so,  in  the  absence  of  direct  evidence  on  the 
point,  I  accept  the  most  natural  and  oldest  cubit  as  in  all 
probability  the  one  employed  in  the  oldest  recorded  piece 
of  cubit  measurement.  And  the  ark,  if  measured  by  the 
common  or  natural  cubit,  must  have  been  a  vessel  four 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  length,  seventy-five  feet  in 
breadth,  and  forty-five  feet  in  height.  Dr.  Kitto,  however, 
though  we  find  him  remarking  that  m  computations  of 
Scripture  measures  the  cubit  may  be  regarded  as  half  a 
yard  (Sir  Walter's  estimate),  adopts,  in  his  own  computa- 
tion of  the  size  of  the  ark,  without  assigning  any  reiison 
why,  the  })alm-cubit,  or  cubit  of  tw(»nty-one  inches  and 
nearly  nine  lines  (21.888  niches);  and,  waving  all  contix)- 
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vcray  on  the  question,  let  us,  far  the  ai^iiraent's  sake, 
admit  the  larger  measure.  Let  ua,  —  however  niuc)i  in- 
clined to  hold  with  Raleigh,  Shuckford,  and  Hales, — 
agree  with  Dr.  KtttO  that  the  ark  was  five  hundi-cd  and 
forty-seven  feet  in  length,  by  ninety-one  feet  in  breadth. 
Such  dimensions,  multiplied  by  three,  the  number  of 
stories  in  the  vessel,  would  give  an  area  equal  to  about 
one  seventh  that  of  the  groat  Crystal  Palace  of  1851,  Or, 
to  take  a  more  definite  illustration  from  the  earae  vast 
building,  tlie  area  of  the  three  floors  of  the  ark,  taken 
together,  would  fall  short  by  about  twenty-eight  thousand 
square  feet  of  that  of  the  northern  gallery  of  the  Palace, 
which'  measured  one  thousand  eight  himdrcd  and  forty- 
eight  feet  in  length,  by  ninety-six  feet  in  breadth.  And 
thus,  yielding  to  our  opponents  their  own  lai^  measure- 
ments, let  us  now  see  whether  the  non-universality  of  llio 
deluge  cannot  be  liiiily  predicated  from  the  dimensions  of 
the  ark. 

I  may  first  remark,  however,  that  measures  so  definite  as 
those  given  by  Moses  (definite,  of  course,  if  we  waive  the 
doubt  regarding  the  cubit  employed)  were  effectual  in 
setting  the  arithmeticians  to  work  in  all  ^es  of  the  Church, 
in  order  to  determine  whether  all  the  animals  in  the  world, 
by  sevens  and  by  pairs,  with  food  sufficient  to  sene  them 
for  a  twelvemonth,  could  have  been  accommodated  in  the 
given  space.  It  was  a  sort  of  stock  problem,  that  required, 
it  was  thought,  no  very  high  att^nments  to  solve.  Eighty 
years  have  not  yet  passed  since  kind  old  Samuel  Johnson, 
in  writing  to  little  Miss  Thrale  a  nice  little  letter,  recom- 
meoding  her  to  be  a  good  girl,  and  to  mind  her  arithmetic, 
advised  her  to  try  the  ark  problem,  "If  you  can  borrow 
*Wilkins'  Real  Character,'"  wo  find  him  saying  to  the 
young  lady,  "a  folio  which  pcrhaits  the  booksellei-s  can 
let  you   have,  you  will  have  a  very  curious  calculation, 
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which  you  are  qualified  to  consider^  to  show  that  Noah's 
ark  was  capable  of  holding  all  the  known  animala  of  the 
world,  with  provision  for  all  the  time  in  which  the  earth 
was  under  water."  Unluckily,  however,  though  the  dimen- 
sions of  the  ark  were  known,  the  animals  of  the  world  were 
not ;  and  so  the  question,  in  at  least  one  of  its  terms,  had 
to  be  very  frequently  restated.  Let  us  take  it  as  we  €nd 
it  presented  (drawn,  however,  from  a  much  older  source),  in 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  magnificent  "  History  of  the  World.*' 
"If  in  a  ship  of  such  greatness,"  says  this  distinguished 
man,  "we  seek  room  for  eighty-nine  distinct  species  of 
beasts,  or,  lest  any  should  be  omitted,  for  a  himdred  several 
kinds,  we  shall  easily  find  place  both  for  them  and  for  the 
birds,  which  in  bigness. are  no  way  answerable  to  them, 
and  for  meat  to  sustain  them  all.  For  there  are  thrin? 
sorts  of  beasts  whose  bodies  are  of  a  quantity  well  known ; 
the  beef,  the  sheep,  and  the  wolf;  to  which  the  rest  may 
be  reduced  by  saying,  according  to  Aristotle,  that  one 
elephant  is  equal  to  four  beeves,  one  lion  to  two  wolves, 
and  so  of  the  rest.  Of  beasts,  some  feed  on  v(»getables, 
others  on  flesh.  There  are  one-and-thirtv  kinds  of  the 
greater  sort  feeding  on  vegetables,  of  which  number  only 
three  are  clean,  according  to  the  law  of  Moses,  whereof 
seven  oJ  a  kind  entei'cd  into  the  ark,  namely,  three  couples 
for  breed,  and  one  odd  one  for  sacrifice ;  the  other  eight- 
and-twenty  kinds  were  taken  by  two  of  each  kind  ;  so  that 
in  all  there  were  in  the  ark  one-and-twenty  great  beasts 
clean,  and  six-and-fifty  unclean;  estimable  for  largeness  as 
ninety-one  beeves ;  yet,  for  a  supplement  (lest,  perha]>s, 
any  species  be  omitted),  let  them  be  valued  as  a  Imndred 
and  twenty  beeves.  Of  the  lesser  soil  feeding  on  vege- 
tables were  in  the  ark  si.v-and-twenty  kinds,  estimable,  with 
good  allowance  for  supply,  as  fourscore  sheep.  Of  those 
which  devour  flesh  were  two-and-thirty  kinds,  answerable 
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to  tlireeecoro  aud  four  wolves.  All  these  tno  bimdrcd 
and  eighty  beasts  might  be  kept  in  one  story  or  room  of 
the  ark,  iu  their  sovfial  cabins;  their  meat  in  a  second; 
the  birds  aud  their  provision  iu  a  tlnrd,  with  space  to  p]):trc 
for  Koah  and  his  family,  and  all  their  necessaries."  Bach 
was  the  calculation  of  the  great  voyager  Raleigh,  —  a  man 
who  had  a  more  practical  acquaintance  with  gtowage  than 
perhaps  any  of  the  other  writers  who  have  speculated  on 
the  capabilities  of  the  ai'k ;  and  his  estimate  seems  fitibcr 
and  judicious.  It  will  be  seen,  however,  that  irom  the  vast 
increase  in  our  knowledge  of  the  mammals  which  has  taken 
place  since  the  age  iu  which  the  "History  of  the  World" 
was  written,  the  calculation  which  embraced  all  the  eighty- 
nine  known  animals  of  tliat  time  would  embrace  thoso  of 
but  a  single  centre  of  creation  nov;  and  that  the  estimate 
of  Sir  Walter  tells,  in  consequence,  on  the  side,  not  of  a 
universal,  but  of  a  partial  deluge. 

As  man  extended  his  acquaintance  with  the  mammals, 
he  found  their  number  greatly  increasing  on  his  hands. 
Buffon,  like  Raleigh,  iliongh  a  professed  naturalist,  and  a 
writer  of  admirable  genius,  had  no  verv-  distinct  notions  of 
species.  He  was  inclined  to  question  whether  even  the  asa 
might  uot  be  merely  a  degraded  horse;  and  confounded 
many  of  the  mammals  of  tho  New  World  with  their  rejire- 
sentativo  congenei-s  in  the  Old,  And  yet,  in  summing  up 
his  history  of  the  mamnialiferons  division,  he  could  Ptate, 
that  though  it  inthuled  descriptions  of  "a  hundred,  and 
thirty-four  different  speeies  of  ci'catures  that  suckled  their 
young,  many  of  which  had  not  been  obsei-ved  or  described 
before,"  it  was  necessarily  incomj)lete,  as  there  were  still 
others  to  add  to  the  list,  for  whoso  history  there  existed  no 
materials.  At  the  same  time,  he  renuirked,  however,  that 
the  "number  of  quadniped  animals  whose  existence  is 
ccitain    and    will   establisiicd   does  not  amount   to  more 
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than  two  hundred  on  tlie  surface  of  the  known  world." 
Yet  here  was  the  extreme  estimate  made  by  Ralei|»h,  with 
what  he  deemed  large  allowance  for  the  unknown  atiimals, 
fairly  doubled;  and  under  the  hands  of  more  discrimhiatuig 
naturalists,  and  in  the  iiievitable  course  of  dlseovery,  the 
number  has  so  enormously  increased,  that  the  '*  oighty-nine 
distinct  species"  known  to  the  great  voyager  have  been 
represented  during  the  last  thirty  years  by  the  one  thou- 
sand mammals  of  Swainson's  estimate,  the  one  thousand  one 
hundred  and  forty-nine  mammals  of  Charles  Bonaj>arte's 
estimate,  the  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty  mam- 
mals of  Winding's  estimate,  and  the  one  thousand  five 
hundred  mammals  of  Oken's  estimate.  In  the  first  edition 
of  the  admirable  "  Physical  Atlas"  of  Johnston  (publislied 
in  1848)  there  arc  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-six 
different  species  of  maiiinials  enumerated ;  and  in  the  second 
edition  (published  in  1850),  one  thousand  six  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  species.  And  to  this  very  extraordinary  advance 
on  the  eighty-nine  mammals  of  Raleigh,  and  the  tU-o  hun- 
dred mammals  of  Biitl'on,  we  must  add  the  six  thousantl 
two  hundred  and  sixty-six  birds  of  Lesson,  and  the  six 
hundred  and  fifty-seven  reptiles  of  Charles  Bona|X'irte ;  or 
at  least,  —  subtracting  the  sea  snakes,  and  perhaps  the 
turtles,  as  fitted  to  live  outside  the  ark,  —  his  six  hundred 
and  fortif-two  reptiles.* 

♦  The  ft>ll()win^  estimate  of  the  afr-hrenthinff  TortobrntPR  (that  of  tho 
*  Physical  Atlas,"  second  e^iition,  IS^^i)  may  he  reffunlw!  iis  the  latest. 
It  will  be  seen  that  it  docB  not  iuclude  tho  cctacea  or  the  seuU :  — 

BPKCIKS. 

Quadmmana  .....  170 

Marsupialia  .           .           .           •     %    •  ^23 

Edentata  •••...  28 

Parhydermata  .           .   '       .           ,           ,  39 

Terrestrial  Oamivora    .....  514 

Rodcntia  .....  604 

Ruminantia  .           .            ....  180 

—  inr* 
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Such  is  the  namber  of  the  known  vertebrates,  exclusive 
of  the  fishes,  with  which  in  this  question  we  have  now  to 
<1ot1.  Still,  however,  there  are  a  few  lingering  tlieologians, 
some  of  them  very  iotelligent  men,  who  continue  to  regard 
the  ark  as  quite  big  enough  for  tlicni  all.  Dr.  Hamilton  of 
]^Iobile,  for  instance,  alter  Ikirly  stating  Swain»]n's  eatimate, 
namely,  one  thousand  mammalia,  six  thousand  birds,  and 
one  thousand  five  hundred  reptiles  and  amphibiie,  goes  on 
to  say,  that  "  it  must  not  be  forgotten,  that  of  all  these,  the 
vastly  greater  proportion  arc  small ;  and  that  numbers  of 
them  could  he  plac(.'(l  together  in  the  same  com)>artment 
of  the  ark,"  This,  however,  permit  me  to  say  with  all 
respect,  is  not  meeting  tlio  real  difficulty.  No  doubt  many 
of  the  birds  are  small,  —  many  of  the  reptiles  are  small,  — 
many  even  of  the  mammals  arc  small, — many  small  animals 
were  known  in  the  days  of  Raleigh,  and  a  much  greater 
number  of  small  animals  arc  known  now ;  but  the  question 
proper  to  the  case  seems  to  bo.  What  propoitions  do  both 
the  large  and  the  small  animals  now  known  bear  to  tho 
large  and  small  animals  known  in  the  days  of  Raleigh  or 
BulTon ;  and  how  much  additional  accommodation-rooni 
would  they  require  during  their  supposed  voyage  of  a 
twelvemonth?     There  are  two  different  ways  in  which 


Bird! 

Reptiles 
Tnrtica 
Sea  Snakes 


?! 


Great  ns  is  iliis  ntmiber  of  rnilmala,  conipiu«d  with  thoie  known  a  cen- 
tury ngo,  tliere  nre  loillcationa  ttiat  tbe  list  Is  to  be  increased  rather  Ihati 
iIlminiBhoiJ.  Even  by  tho  latest  European  anthoritieB  the  reindeer  fa 
represented  at  conBisting  of  bat  a  single  speeies,  common  to  the  subnrctic 
rc^ioiiv  of  holh  tlip  Olit  and  New  Worlds;  whereas  in  the  "Canadian 
Notiiralbt"  for  tft'iG  I  find  it  stated,  on  what  cectns  to  i>c  rompelent 
niilhoriiy.  that  America  has  its  two  species  of  reindeer,  arul  Itiac  llic; 
Lmlh  differ  fiiim  llir  Kixrnf.enn  species 
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the  list  of  the  known  animals  has  been  increased,  especially 
of  the  kno'^Ti  mammals.  They  have  been  increased  in  a 
certain  appreciable  proportion  by  discovery;  and  as  dis- 
covery has  been  made  chiefly  in  islands,  —  for  the  great 
continents  had  been  prcvioiLsly  known,  —  and  as  the  mam- 
mals of  islands,  as  has  been  well  remarked  by  C^ivier,  arc 
usually  small,  of  this  appreciable  proportion  the  bulk  is 
comparatively  not  great.  The  great  kangaroo  {Macro^ws 
gigantens)^  though  the  inhabitant  of  an  island  which  ranks 
among  the  continents,  would  not  much  exceed  in  bulk, 
tried  by  Riileigh's  quaint  scale  of  measurement,  a  sheep 
and  a  half,  or  at  most  two  sheep ;  and  yet  I  know  not  tliat 
discovery  in  the  ishmds  has  added  a  larger  animal  to  the 
previously  known  ones  than  the  great  kangaroo.  Mr. 
Waterhouse,  when  he  published,  in  1841,  his  "Histor}' 
of  the  Marsupialiji,"  reckoned  up  one  hundred  and  five 
distinct  species  of  pouched  animals;  and  eighteen  species 
more,  —  in  all  one  hundred  and  twenty-three,  —  have  been 
since  added  to  the  order.  AVith  the  exception  of  an  opos. 
sum  or  two,  all  these  marsupiata  may  be  regarded  as 
discovei'ies  made  since  the  time  of  Buffon ;  most  of  them, 
as  I  have  said,  are  small.  And  such,  generally,  has  been 
the  nature  of  the  revelations  made  during  the  last  seventy 
years  by  positive  discovery.  It  is  not,  however,  by  dis- 
covery, but  by  scientific  scrutiny  into  the  true  nature  and 
distinctions  of  species,  that  the  recent  enonnous  increase  in 
the  number  of  the  known  mammals  has  mainly  taken  place. 
And  in  these  cases  it  yn[\  generally  be  found  that  the  new 
species,  which  had  been  previously  confounded  with  some 
old  ones,  so  nearly  resemble  the  latter  in  bulk,  as  well  as 
aspect,  as  to  justify  in  some  degree  tlie  mistake.  Let  us 
take  two  of  the  greatest  animals  as  examples, — the  elephant 
and  the  rhinoceros.  Buffon  confounded  the  African  with 
the  Asiatic  elo]>liant.     AVe  now  know  that  they  represent 
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two  well  marked  species,  Elepha»  Africanti*  and  SHejfhas 
Indicus;  and  that  an  ark  which  contained  the  ancestors  of 
all  the  existing  animals  would  require  to  have  its  tteo  |)air 
of  elephants,  not  the  one  pair  only  which  would  haic  been 
decnied  siiiScicnt  eighty  years  ago.  Again,  with  respect 
to  the  rhinoceros,  BufTon  was  acquainted  with  the  single 
homed  animal,  and  had  heard  of  the  animal  with  two 
horns ;  and  so,  though  by  no  means  certain  that  the 
"variety  was  constant,"  he  yet  held  that  "two  distuiet 
gpecies  might  ]»ossibIy  be  established."  But  we  now  know 
that  there  arc  si."c  species  of  rhinoceios  (seven,  according  to 
the  "Physical  Atlas,")  —  Ith.  Indicus,  lih.  Javanua,  Jih. 
SuTnatrensis,  Jih.  Africanus,  Jih.  simus,  and  Jih.  ketloa; 
and  that,  instead  o{  possibly  four,  at  leiust  twelve,  or  more 
probably  fourteen,  animals  of  the  genus  would  require,  on 
tho  hypothesis  of  a  univoreal  deluge,  to  have  been  accom- 
modated in  the  ark,  Bnffon  even  held  that  the  bison  of 
America  might  be  identical  with  not  simply  the  auroch  of 
Europe,  which  it  closely  resembles,  but  with  even  tho 
European  ox,  which  it  does  nol  resemble.  But  it  is  now 
known,  that  while  the  European  aurochs  are  provided  by 
nature  with  but  fourteen  pairs  of  ribs,  the  American  bison 
is  furnished  with  fifteen.  Of  each  of  the  ruminants  that 
divide  the  hooi^  there  were  seven  introduced  into  the  ark ; 
and  it  may  be  well  to  mark  how,  even  during  the  last  few 
years,  our  acquaintance  with  this  order  of  animals  lias  been 
growing,  and  how  greatly  the  known  species,  in  their  rela- 
tion to  human  kno^^'ledge,  have  in  conseipience  increased. 
In  1848  (in  tho  first  edition  of  the  "Physical  Atlas")  Mr. 
Watcrhonsc  estimated  the  oxen  at  thirteen  species;  in  1650 
(in  the  second  edition)  lie  estimates  them  at  twenty.  In 
1848  he  estimated  the  sheep  at  twenty-one  species;  in  1856 
he  GStimates  them  at  twenty-seven.  In  1848  he  estimated 
the  goats  at  fourteen  species;  in  1856  he  estimates  them 
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at  twenty.  In  1846  he  estimated  the  deer  at  thirty-eight 
species;  in  1856  he  estimates  them  at  fifly-one.  In  short, 
ij^  excluding  the  lamas  and  the  musks  as  doubtfully  clean, 
tried  by  the  Mosaic  test,  we  but  add  to  the  sheep,  goats, 
deer,  and  cattle,  the  forty-eight  species  of  unequivocally 
clean  antelopes,  and  multiply  the  whole  by  seven,  we  shall 
have  as  the  result  a  sum  total  of  one  thousand  one  hundred 
and  sixty-two  individuals, — a  number  more  than  four  times 
greater  than  that  for  which  Raleigh  made  ])rovision  in  the 
ark,  and  considerably  more  than  twice  greater  than  that 
provided  for  by  the  students  of  Buffon.  Such  is  the  nature 
and  amount  of  the  increase  which  has  taken  place  during 
the  last  half  conturv  in  the  mammalifcrous  fauna.  In  so 
great  a  majority  of  cases  has  it  increased  its  bail:  in  the 
ratio  in  which  it  has  increased  its  numbers,  that  if  one  ark 
was  not  deenKMl  more  than  sufficient  to  accommodate  the 
animal  world  known  to  the  French  naturalist  of  eighty 
years  ago,  it  would  require  at  least  from  five  to  six  arks 
to  accommodate  the  animal  world  known  in  the  present 
day. 

Even  in  the  days  of  Buffon,  however,  and  at  a  still  earlier 
period,  the  ark,  regarded  as  a  natural  means  of  preservation 
from  death  by  drowning^  was  usually  coupled,  in  the  case 
of  at  least  the  cjirnivorous  animals,  with  certain  miraculous 
provisions  against  death  by  starving.  It  seems  to  have 
been  generally  taken  for  granted,  that  the  flesh-eating 
animals,  when  introduced  to  the  shelter  of  the  ark,  entirely 
changed  the  nature  indicated  by  their  form  of  teeth,  the 
character  of  their  stomachs,  and  the  shortness  of  their 
bowels,  and  fed,  for  the  time  they  remained  in  it,  exclu- 
sively on  vegetable  substances,  which,  in  ordinary  circmn- 
stances,  their  lacteals  coidd  not  have  converted  into  chyle. 
Certain  figurative  expressions  in  Scripture  taken  literally, 
which  refer  to  a  claas  of  wild  animals  whose  real  destiny  Lei 


TUE   KOACIIIAN   DELUGE.  843 

rather,  it  would  seem,  to  be  extirpated  than  to  be  cliangcil, 
coupled  with  the  belief^  now  no  longer  tenable,  that  there 
was  a  tune,  ere  man  had  sinned,  when  there  was  no  death 
among  the  inferior  creatures,  and  t>f  course  no  catci's  of 
flesh,  rendered  the  belief  easy  of  reception  ;  but  it  involved 
a  miracle'  nowhere  recorded  ;  and  the  burden  of  the  jiroof 
that  such  a  miracle  actually  took  place  in  the  circumstances 
lies  of  necessity  on  the  assertora  of  a  universal  deluge. 
Further,  of  even  the  creatures  that  live  on  vegetables, 
many  are  restricted  in  their  food  to  single  plants,  which 
arc  themselves  restricted  to  limited  localities  and  remote 
regions  of  the  globe.  Dr.  Hamilton  has  not  reti;rred,  in 
his  list  of  animals,  to  the  insects,  —  a  class  which,  though 
they  were  estimated  iu  1842  to  consist  of  no  fewer  than 
five  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  speuics,  might  yet  be 
accommodated  in  a  comparatively  limited  space.  IJut  how 
extraordinary  an  amount  of  miracle  would  it  not  require  to 
bring  them  all  together  into  any  one  centre,  or  to  preserve 
them  there  1  Many  of  them,  like  the  myrinpoda  and  tlio 
thysonura,  have  no  wings,  and  but  feeble  locomotive 
powera;  many  oC  them,  such  as  the  ephemera  and  the 
male  ants,  live  after  they  have  got  their  wings  only  a  few 
hours,  or  at  most  a  few  days;  and  there  are  myriada  of 
theni  that  can  live  upon  but  single  plants  that  grow  in  very 
limited  botanic  centres.  Kvcn  supposing  them  all  brought 
into  the  ark  by  niiracle  as  eggs,  what  multitudes  of  them 
would  not,  without  the  exertion  of  further  miracle,  require 
to  be  sent  back  to  their  proper  habitats  as  wingless  grubs, 
or  as  insects  restricted  by  nature  to  a  few  days  of  lite! 
Or,  au|)posing  the  eggs  all  left  in  their  several  localities  to 
lie  under  water  for  a  twelvemonth  amid  mud  and  debiis, — 
though  certain  of  the  hardier  kinds  might  survive  such 
treatment,  by  miracle  alone  could  the  preponderating  ma- 
jority of  the  class  be  proser>'cd.    And  be  it  remembered. 
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that  the  expedient  of  having  recourse  to  supposititious 
miracle  in  order  to  get  over  a  difficulty  insurmountable  on 
every  natural  principle,  is  not  of  the  nature  of  argument, 
but  simply  an  evidence  of  the  want  of  it.  Argument  is  at 
an  end  when  supposititious  miracle  is  introduced. 

But  the  very  inadequate  size  of  the  ark,  though  a  con- 
clusive proof  that  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  progenitors  of  our 
existing  animals  could  not  have  harbored  within  it  from 
any  general  cataclysm,  does  not  furnish  a  stronger  argu- 
ment against  the  possibility  of  any  such  assemblage,  than 
the  peculiar  manner  in  which  we  now  find  these  animals 
distributed  over  the  earth's  surface.  Linnaeus  held,  early 
in  the  last  century,  that  all  creatures  which  now  inhabit  the 
globe  had  proceeded  originally  from  some  such  common 
centre  as  the  ark  might  have  furnished ;  but  no  zoologist 
acquainted  with  the  distribution  of  species  can  acquiesce 
in  any  such  conclusion  now.  We  now  know  that  ever}' 
great  continent  has  its  own  peculiar  fauna;  that  the  origi- 
nal centres  of  distiibution  must  have  been,  not  one,  but 
many ;  further,  that  the  areas  or  circles  around  these  cen- 
tres must  have  been  occupied  by  their  pristine  animals  in 
ages  long  anterior  to  that  of  the  Xoachian  Deluge ;  n.ay, 
that  in  even  the  latter  geologic  ages,  they  were  preceded 
in  them  by  animals  of  the  same  general  tyjHi.  There  are 
fourteen  such  areas  or  provinces  enumerated  by  the  later 
naturalists.  It  may  be  well,  however,  instead  of  numing 
any  risk  of  losing  ourselves  amid  the  less  nicely  defined 
provinces  of  the  Old  World,  to  draw  our  illustrations  from 
two  and  a  half  provinces  of  later  discovery,  whose  limits 
have  been  rigidly  fixed  by  nature.  "The  great  conti- 
nents," snys  Cuvicr,  "  contain  species  peculiar  to  each  ;  in- 
somuch that  whenever  large  countries  of  this  description 
have  been  discovered,  which  their  situation  had  kept  iso 
hiled  from  the  rvst  of  the  world,  the  class  of  quadrupeds 
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'which  they  contained  lias  boon  found  extremely  different 
fix>m  any  that  had  existed  elsewhere.  Thus,  when  the  Sjiun- 
iards  first  penetrated  into  Soutli  Amoiica,  they  did  not  find 
a  single  species  of  quadruped  the  same  as  any  of  Europe, 
Asia,  or  Africa.  The  puma,  the  jaguar,  the  tapir,  tlic 
cabiai,  the  lama,  the  vicuna,  the  slothsi,  the  armadillocs, 
the  opossums,  and  the  whole  tribe  of  saiiojou!!,  were  to 
them  entirely  new  animals,  of  which  tlioy  had  no  idea. 
Similar  circumstances  have  recurrcil  in  our  own  time,  when 
the  coasts  of  New  Holland  and  the  adjacent  islands  were 
first  explored.  The  various  species  of  kangaioo,  phasco- 
lomys,  dasyurus,  and  peramcles,  the  flying  phalangers,  the 
omithorynehi,  and  echidna;,  have  astonished  naturalists  by 
the  strangeness  of  their  conformations,  which  presented 
proportions  contrary  to  all  foi-mcr  ndes,  and  nere  inca- 
pable of  being  arranged  under  any  of  the  systems  then 
in  use."  New  Zeahinti,  llioiigh  singularly  dei-oid  of  indig- 
enous mammals  and  rt]>tiles,  —  for  the  only  native  mam- 
mal seems  to  be  a  |>ecnliar  sjieciea  of  rat,  and  the  only 
native  reptile  a  small,  harmless  lizard,  —  has  a  scarce  less 
remarkable  fauna  than  either  of  these  great  continents. 
It  consists  almost  cxdusively  of  birds,  some  of  them  so  ill 
provided  with  wings,  that,  like  the  wika  of  the  natives, 
they  can  only  mn  along  the  groimd.  And  it  is  a  most 
'  Kignificant  fiict,  that  both  in  tlic  two  great  continents  and 
the  New  Zealand  islands  tlicro  existed,  in  the  later  geo- 
logic ages,  extinct  fatmas  that  bore  the  peculiar  generic 
characters  by  which  tlieir  recent  ones  are  still  distin- 
guished. The  sloths  and  armadillocs  of  South  America 
had  their  gigantic  predecessors  in  the  enormous  mega- 
therium and  mylodon,  and  the  strongly  armed  glyptodon ; 
the  kangaroos  and  wombats  of  Australia  had  tnt-ir  exthict 
predeeessoi-s  in  a  kangaroo  nearly  twice  the  siz-e  of  the 
largest  living  speeies,  and  in  so  huge  a  wombat,  tliat  ils 
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boiii»t  liavc  Iwen  iiiistakcii  fiir  thoiw  of  tlic  liijipopotamos; 
and  tlio  oruitliic  iububituuta  uf  Kew  Zvalnutl  liad  iheir 


prpdpcpssnrs  in  the  ninnstroiis  birils,  Riich  aa  the  dinoniia, 

lIiL'  ;ii>!ci,nis,  iiii.l  the  itiilapteryx,  —  wingless  creatures  like 
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the  ostrich,  th.it  stootl  from  six  to  twelve  fout  In  Iieight. 
Li  these  sevcniE  regions  two  gainrtttioiis  of  siieciis  of  tho 
genera  peculiar  to  "them  have  exJstf<l,  —  the  rui-eiit  genera- 
tion by  wlioBo  descendants  tliey  arc  still  inliabitc-d,  and  the 
extinct  gigantic  generation,  ^hoso  remains  V'u  (in<l  loi-ked 
up  in  their  soils  and  caves.  But  how  arc  sudi  f;u-ts  reo 
oncileabic  with  tho  hyiwthesis  of  a  miivci'sal  deluge  ? 
'  "Hie  deluge  was  an  event  of  tho  existing  creation.  Had 
it  been  universal,  it  would  either  have  broken  up  all  the 
diverse  centres,  and  substitnted  one  gi'eat  general  centro 
instead,  —  that  in  which  the  ark  rested;  or  else,  iit  an 
onomioiis  «;i)ense  of  miracle,  all  the  anhnals  presi'i^ cd  by 
natural  means  by  Noah  would  have  had  to  bo  returned  by 
mpematiiroC  means  to  the  regions  whence  by  means  cquiiUy 
supernatural  thoy  had  been  brought.  Tlie  slotliit  and 
annadilloes,  —  little  fitted  by  nature  for  long  journeys, — 
wonid  ha\c  required  to  be  ferried  across  the  Atlantic  to  (be 
regions  in  which  the  roniaiiis  of  llio  megatberimn  and 
glyptodon  lie  entombed  ;  the  kangaroo  and  wombat,  to  tho 
insulated  continent  that  contains  the  bones  of  the  extinct 
macropus  and  phalcolomys ;  and  the  New  Zealand  birds, 
including  its  heavy  flying  quails  and  its  wingless  wood-hen, 
to  those  remote  islands  of  the  Pacitic  in  which  the  skelc- 
tona  of  Palapteryx  ingens  and  Dinoniits  giganteiu  \va 
entombed.  Nor  will  it  avail  augbt  to  urge,  wltti  certain 
assertOTB  of  a  miiversal  deluge,  that  during  the  cataclysm, 
sea  and  land  changed  their  places,  and  that  what  is  now 
land  had  formed  the  bottom  of  the  antediluvian  ocean,  and, 
vice  versa,  what  is  now  sea  had  been  the  land  on  which  the 
first  human  inhabitants  of  the  earth  increased  and  multi- 
plied. No  geolo^t  who  knows  how  very  various  the  ages 
of  the  several  table-lands  and  nioitntain  chains  in  reality  are 
conld  acfjuicscc  in  such  an  hypothesis;  our  own  Scottish 
shores,  —  il'to  the  term  of  the  existing  we  add  that  of  tho 
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ancient  coast  line,  —  must  have  formed  the  limits  of  the 
land  from  a  time  vastly  more  remote  than  the  age  of  the 
deluge.  But  even  supposing,  for  the  argument's  sake,  the 
hypothesis  recognized  as  admissible,  what,  in  the  circom- 
stances  of  the  case,  would  be  gained  by  the  admission  ?  A. 
continuous  tract  of  land  would  have  stretched,  —  when  all 
the  oceans  were  continents  and  all  the  continents  oceans, « — 
between  the  South  American  and  the  Asiatic  coasts.  And 
it  is  just  possible  that,  during  the  hundred  and  twenty 
years  in  which  the  ark  wjis  in  building,  a  pair  of  sloths 
might  have  crept  by  inches  across  this  continuous  tract, 
from  where  the  skeletons  of  the  great  megatheria  are 
buned,  to  where  the  great  vessel  stood.  But  after  the 
Flood  had  subsided,  and  the  change  in  sea  and  land  had 
taken  place,  there  would  remain  for  them  no  longer  a  road- 
way ;  and  so,  though  their  journey  outwards  might,  in  all 
save  the  impulse  which  led  to  it,  liave  been  altogether  a 
natural  one,  their  voyage  homewards  could  not  be  other 
than  miraculous.  Nor  would  the  exertion  of  miracle  have 
had  to  be  restricted  to  the  transport  of  the  remoter  ti*avel- 
lers.  How,  we  may  well  ask,  had  the  F4ood  been  imiversal, 
could  even  such  islands  as  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  have 
ever  been  replenished  with  many  of  their  original  inhabit- 
ants ?  Even  supposing  it  possible  that  animals,  such  as  the 
red  deer  and  the  native  ox  might  have  swam  across  the 
Straits  of  Dover  or  the  Irish  Channel,  to  graze  anew  over 
deposits  in  which  the  bones  and  horns  of  their  remote 
ancestors  had  been  entombed  long  ages  before,  the  feat 
would  have  been  surely  far  beyond  the  power  of  such  feeble 
natives  of  the  soil  as  the  mole,  the  hedgehog,  the  shrew, 
the  donnouse,  and  the  field-vole. 

Dr.  Pye  Smith,  in  dealing  with  this  subject,  has  emphati- 
cally 8ai<l,  that  *'  all  land  animals  having  their  geographical 
regions,  to  which  their  constitutional  natures  are  congenial. 
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■ — many  of  them  being  unable  to  live  in  nny  other  situation, 
—  we  cannot  represent  to  ourselves  tne  idea  of  their  being 
brought  into  one  small  spot  from  the  polar  regions,  the 
torrid  zone,  and  all  the  other  climates  of  Asia,  Africa, 
-  Europe,  and  America,  Anstrnlia,  and  the  thoiisaudB  of 
islands,  —  their  preservation  and  provision,  and  the  final 
disposal  of  them, — without  bringing  up  the  ideaof  miracles 
more  stupendous  than  any  that  are  recorded  in  Scripture. 
The  great  decisive  miracle  of  Christianity,"  he  adds, — "thi^ 
resurrection  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  —  wnks  down  before  it." 
And  let  us  remember  that  the  preservation  and  redistribu- 
tion of  the  land  animals  would  demand  but  a  portion  of  tho 
amount  of  miracle  absolutely  necessary  for  the  preservation, 
in  tho  circumstances,  of  the  entire  fauna  of  the  globe.  The 
fresh  water  fishes,  molluscs,  crustacea,  and  zoophytes,  could 
be  kept  alive  in  a  universal  deluge  only  by  miraculous 
means.  It  has  been  urgoJ  that,  though  the  living  individ- 
uals were  to  perish,  tiicir  spawn  might  be  preserved  by 
natural  means.  It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that 
even  of  some  fishes  whose  proper  habitat  is  tho  sea,  such  aa 
the  salmon,  it  is  essential  for  the  maintenance  of  the  species 
that  the  spawn  should  be  deposited  in  fresh  water,  nay,  in 
running  fresh  water;  for  in  still  water,  however  pure,  the 
eggs  in  a  few  weeks  addle  and  die.  The  eggs  of  the  com- 
mon trout  also  require  to  be  deposited  in  running  fresh 
water ;  while  other  fresh  water  fishes,  sucli  aa  the  tench  and 
carp,  are  reared  most  successfully  in  still,  reedy  ponds. 
The  fresh  water  fishes  spawn,  too,  at  very  different  seasons, 
and  the  young  remain  for  very  different  periods  in  the  egg. 
The  perch  and  grayling  spawn  in  the  end  of  April  or  tho 
beginning  of  May ;  the  tench  and  roach  about  the  middle 
of  June;  the  common  trout  and  powan  in  October  and 
November,  And  while  some  fishes,  such  as  the  salmon, 
renmn  from  ninety  to  a  hundred  days  in  the  e^,  others, 
30 
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such  as  the  trout,  are  extruded  in  five  weeks.  Without 
special  miracle  the  spawn  of  all  the  fresh  water  fishes  could 
not  be  in  existence  as  such  at  one  and  the  same  time; 
without  special  miracle  it  could  not  maintain  its  vitality  in 
a  universal  deluge ;  and  without  special  miracle,  even  did  it 
maintain  its  vitality,  it  could  not  remam  in  the  e^g  ptatc 
throughout  an  entire  twelvemonth,  but  would  be  developed 
into  fishes  of  the  several  species  to  which  it  belonged  :;t 
very  different  periods.  Further,  in  a  universal  deluge, 
without  special  miracle  vast  numbers  of  even  the  salt  water 
animals  could  not  fail  to  be  extirpated ;  in  particular,  almost 
all  the  molluscs  of  the  littoral  and  laminarian  zones.  Nor 
would  the  vegetable  kingdom  fare  greatly  better  than  the 
animal  one.  Of  the  one  hundred  thousand  species  of  known 
plants,  few  indeed  would  survive  submersion  for  a  twelve- 
month ;  nor  would  the  seeds  of  most  of  the  others  fiire 
better  than  the  plants  themselves.  There  arc  certain  hardy 
seeds  that  in  favorable  circumstances  maintain  their  vitality 
for  ages ;  and  there  are  others,  strongly  encased  in  water- 
tight shells  or  skins,  that  have  floated  across  oceans  to  ger- 
minate in  distant  islands ;  but  such,  as  every  florist  knows, 
is  not  the  general  character  of  seeds ;  and  not  until  after 
many  unsuccessful  attempts,  and  many  expedients  had  been 
resorted  to,  have  the  more  delicate  kinds  been  brought 
uninjured,  even  on  shipboard,  from  distant  countries  to  our 
own.  It  is  not  too  much  to  hold  that,  without  special 
miracle,  at  least  three  fourths  of  the  terrestrial  vegetation 
of  the  globe  would  have  perished  in  a  universal  deluge  that 
covered  over  the  dry  land  for  a  year.  Assuredly  the  vai'i- 
ous  vegetable  centres  or  regions,  —  estimated  by  Schouw 
at  twenty-five, —I- bear  witness  to  no  such  catastrophe. 
Still  distinct  and  unbroken,  as  of  old,  either  no  effacing 
flood  has  passed  o  /er  them,  or  they  were  shielded  from  its 
eiivrts  :it  an  expanse  of  miracle  many  times  more  consider- 
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able  thaii  that  at  vbich  the  Jews  were  brought  out  of 
Egypt  and  preserved  amid  the  nations,  or  ChriBtianity 
itself  was  ultimately  established.* 

Theie  is,  however,  a  class  of  learned  and  thoroughly 
respectable  theologians  who  seem  disposed  to  accept  rather 
^of  any  amount  of  unrecorded  miracle,  than  to  admit  of 
a  merely  partial  deluge,  coextensive  with  but  the  human 
fliniily.  "Were  the  difficulty  attending  this  subject  tenfold 
greater,  and  seemingly  beyond  all  satisfactory  explanation," 
Niys  Dr.  William  Hamilton,  "  if  I  yet  find  it  recorded  in  the 
Hook  of  Revelation,  that  in  the  deluge  ^  every  limng  thing 
in  which  ia  the  breath  of  life  perished,  and  Ifoak  otdy 
remained  alive,  and  they  v.hich  were  with  him  in  the  orA,' 
I  could  still  believe  it  implicitly,  satisfied  that  the  difficulty 
of  explanation  springs  solely  from  the  imperfection  of 
human  knowledge,  and  not  from  any  limitation  in  the 
power  or  the  wisdom  of  God,  nor  yet  from  any  lack  of 
trustworthiness  in  the  document  given  us  in  a  revelation 
from  God,  —  a  document  given  to  men  by  the  hands  of 
]Uoses,  the  learned,  accomplished,  and  eminently  devout 
Jewish  legislator."  Here  again,  however.  Dr.  Hamilton 
seems  to  have  mistaken  the  question  actually  at  issue.  The 
true  question  is,  not  whether  or  no  Mos«s  is  to  be  believed 
in  the  matter,  but  whether  or  no  we  in  reality  understand 
Moses,  The  question  is,  whether  we  are  to  regard  the  pas- 
sages in  which  he  describes  the  Flood  as  universal,  as 

■  If  I  do  not  introdan  here  the  argnment  fDnnded  on  the  great  age  of 
certain  {tlganllc  trees,  such  aa  the  Daobab  of  Intertropical  AlHca,  or  the 
Taxodiam  of  South  America,  it  Is  not  because  t  have  any  reason  to  chal- 
lenge the  eatimatcs  of  Adnnran  or  Candolle.  The  one  tt«e  may  have 
lived  Ite  five  thousand,  the  other  lis  six  thousand,  years  ;  bat  as  the 
grounds  have  been  dJEputed  on  which  the  calculationB  respecting  theli 
vast  age  have  been  founded,  and  as  they  cannot  bo  reexamined  anew  by 
the  reader,  I  wliollyomit  the  cvideneo,  to  the  geneialqueatloii,  which  they 
hurc  titcn  i-uppo<icd  to  fumidi. 
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belonging  to  the  very  numerous  metonjmio  texts  of  Scrip- 
ture in  which  a  part  —  sometimes  a  not  very  large  part — 
is  described  as  the  whole,  or  to  regm*d  them  as  strictly  and 
severely  literal.  Or,  in  other  words,  M'hether  we  are,  with 
learned  and  solid  divines  of  the  olden  time,  such  as  Poole 
and  Still ingfleet,  and  with  many  ingenious  and  accomplished 
divines  of  the  passing  age,  such  as  the  late  Dr.  Pye  Smith 
and  the  Rev.  Professor  Hitchcock,  to  regard  these  passages 
as  merely  metonymic ;  or,  with  Drs.  Hamilton  and  Kitto,  to 
regard  them  as  strictly  literal,  and  to  call  up  in  support  of 
the  literal  reading  an  amount  of  supposititious  miracle, 
compared  with  which  all  the  recorded  miracles  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testaments  sink  into  insiimilicance.  The  con- 
trovcrsy  does  not  lie  between  Moses  and  the  naturalists, 
but  between  the  readings  of  theologians  such  as  Matthew 
Poole  and  Stillingfleet  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  reacUngs 
of  theologians  such  as  Drs.  Hamilton  and  Kitto  on  the 
other.  And  finding  all  natural  science  arrayed  against  the 
conclusions  of  the  one  class,  and  in  favor  of  those  of  the 
*  other,  and  believing,  further,  that  there  has  been  always 
such  a  marked  economy  shown  in  the  exercise  of  miracu- 
lous powers,  that  there  has  never  been  more  of  miracle 
employed  in  any  one  of  the  dispensations  than  was  needed,* 
I  must  hold  that  the  theologians  who  believe  that  the 
deluge  was  but  coextensive  Avith  the  moral  purpose  which 

*  Tho  following  excellent  remarks  on  the  economy  of  miradc,  by 
Chalmers,  ])ear  very  directly  on  this  subject :  —  "  It  is  remarkable  that  God 
U  sparing  of  miracles,  and  seems  to  prefer  the  ordinary  processes  of  natnrc. 
If  equally  effectual  for  the  accomplishment  of  his  purposes.  He  might 
have  saved  Noah  and  his  family  by  miracles;  but  he  is  not  prodigal  of 
these,  and  so  he  appointed  that  an  ark  should  be  made  to  bear  up  the 
living  cargo  which  was  to  l)e  kept  alive  on  the  surface  of  the  waters;  and 
not  only  so,  but  he  respects  the  laws  of  the  animal  physiology,  as  he  did 
those  of  hydrostatics,  in  that  he  put  them  by  pairs  into  the  ark,  male  and 
(jnuil'j,  to  secure  their  transmission  to  after  ages,  and  food  was  stored  up 
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it  served  are  more  in  the  right,  and  may  be  more  safely 
followed,  than  the  thecdogiaoB  who  hold  that  it  extended 
greatly  further  than  was  necessary.  It  is  not  with  Moses 
or  the  truth  of  revelation  that  our  controversy  lies,  but 
with  the  opponents  of  StillingfleeC  and  of  Poole, 

To  only  one  of  the  other  ai^^nments  employed  in  this 
controversy  need  I  at  all  refer.  The  cones  of  volcanic 
craters  are  formed  of  loose  incoherent  scorite  and  ashes, 
and,  when  exposed,  as  in  the  case  of  submarine  volcanoes, 
such  as  Graham's  Island  and  the  islands  of  Nyoe  and  Sa- 
brina,  to  the  denuding  force  of  waves  and  currents,  they 
liave  in  a  tew  weeks,  or  at  most  a  few  months,  been  wa^ed 
completely  away.  And  yet  in  various  parts  of  the  world, 
such  aa  Auvcrgnc  in  central  France,  and  along  the  flanks 
of  .£tna,  there  arc  cones  of  long  extinct  or  long  slumber- 
ing volcanoes,  which,  though  of  at  least  triple  the  antiquity 
of  the  Noachian  deluge,  and  though  composed  of  the  ordi- 
nary incoherent  materials,  exhibit  no  mai'ks  of  denudation. 
According  to  the  calculations  of  Sir  Charles  Lyell,  no  dev- 
astating flood  could  have  passed  over  the  forest  zone  of 
^tna  during  the  last  twelve  thousand  years,  —  for  such  is 
the  antiquity  which  he  as.'ugns  to  its  older  lateral  cones, 
that  retain  in  integrity  their  ori^ual  shape;  and  the  vol- 
•amic  cones  of  Auvergne,  which  inclose  in  their  ashes  the 
remains  of  extinct  animals,  and  present  an  outline  as  per- 
fect as  those  of  ^tna,  are  deemed  older  still.  Graham 
Island  arose  out  of  the  sea  eariy  in  July,  1831 ;  ui  the  be- 
ginning of  the  fallowing  August  it  had  attained  to  a  cir- 
cumference of  three  miles,  and  to  a  height  of  two  hundred 

to  nutaln  them  dnrfns  flielr  long  eonflnement  In  ihort,  he  dispense* 
■with  miracle*  when  these  are  not  requisite  for  the  flilfllrneni  of  his  ends  j 
and  ho  never  dispenses  with  the  ordinary  means  nhcn  tbcHi  ai«  fitted, 
•nd  at  the  same  time  snSdenl,  for  the  occa«ioD."  —  2)aiIv^5cni>tNre  Stad- 
fefW,  vol.  i.  p.  10. 

30* 
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feet;  and  yet  in  less  than  three  months  from  that  time 
the  waves  liad  washed  its  immense  mass  down  to  the  sea 
level ;  and  in  a  few  weeks  more  it  existed  hut  as  a  dan> 
gerous  shoal.  And  such  inevitably  would  have  been  the 
fete  of  the  equally  incoherent  cone-like  craters  of  ^tna 
and  Auvergne  during  the  seven  and  a  half  months  that 
intervened  between  the  breaking  up  of  the  fount^s  of 
the  great  deep  and  the  reappearance  of  the  mountain-tops, 
had  they  been  included  within  the  area  of  the  deluge.  It 
is  estimated  that  even  the  newer  Auvergne  lavas  are  as 
old  as  the  times  of  the  Miocene.  It  is  at  least  a  demon- 
strable fact,  that  the  slow  action  of  streams  had  hollowed 
them  in  several  places  into  deep  chasms  nearly  two  thou- 
sand years  ago;  for  the  remains  of  Roman  works  of 
about  that  age  survive,  to  show  that  they  had  then,  as 
now,  to  be  spanned  over  by  bridges,  and  that  baths  had 
been  erected  in  their  denuded  recesses ;  and  yet  the  craters 
out  of  which  these  lavas  had  flowed  retain  well  nigh  all 
their  original  sharpness  of  outline.  No  wave  ever  dashed 
against  their  symmetrically  sloping  sides.  Now,  I  have  in 
no  instance  seen  the  argument  derivable  from  this  class  of 
facts  fairly  met.  The  supposed  mistake  of  the  Canonico 
Recupero,  or  rather  of  Brydone,  who  argued  that  the 
"  lowest  of  a  series  of  seven  distinct  lavas  of  u^tna,  most 
of  them  covered  by  thick  intervening  beds  of  rich  earth, 
must  have  been  fourteen  thousand  years  old,"  has  been 
often  referred  to  in  the  controverey.  Brydone  or  the 
Canon  mistook,  it  has  been  said,  beds  of  brown  ashes, 
each  of  which  might  have  been  deposited  during  a  single 
shower,  for  beds  of  rich  earth,  each  of  which  would  have 
taken  centuries  to  form.  The  oldest  of  the  series  of  lava 
beds,  therefore,  instead  of  being  fourteen  thousand,  might 
be  scarce  fourteen  hundred  years  old.  And  if  Brydone 
or  the  Canon  were  thus  mistaken  in  their  calculations,  why 
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may  not  the  modem  geologists  be  also  mistaken  in  tlicirs  ? 
Now,  altogether  waiving  the  question  as  to  whetiier  the 
ingenious  traveller  of  eighty-six  years  ago  was  or  was  not 
mistaken  in  his  estimate, — for  to  those  acquainted  with  ge- 
ologic fact  in  general,  or  more  particularly  with  the  elabo- 
rate descriptions  of  jEtna  giien  during  the  last  thirty  years 
by  Elie  de  Beaumont,  Hoffmann,  and  Sir  Charles  LycU,  the 
facts  of  Brydone,  in  their  bearing  on  cither  the  age  of  the 
eart.h  or  the  age  of  the  mountain,  tan  well  bo  spared,  — 
waiving,  I  say,  the  question  whether  the  traveller  was  in 
reality  in  mistake,  I  must  be  pci-mitted  to  remark,  that 
the  concurrent  testimony  of  geologists  cannot  in  fairness 
be  placed  on  the  same  level  as  the  testimony  of  a  man 
who,  though  accomplished  and  uitclligent,  was  not  only 
no  geologist,  but  who  observed  and  described  ere  geol- 
ogy had  any  existence  as  a  science.  Further,  I  must  be 
allowed  to  add,  that*geology  in  now  a  science;  and  that 
individuals  unacquainted  wiih  it  in  its  character  us  such 
place  themselves  in  positions  gi-vatly  more  perilous  than 
they  seem  to  think,  when  they  enter  on  the  field  of  argu- 
ment with  men  who  for  many  yiurs  have  made  it  a  sub- 
ject of  special  study.  It  is  not  by  "bidding  down"  the 
age  of  the  extinct  or  quiescent  volcanocs-by  a  species  of 
blind  haggling,  or  by  presuming  mistake  in  the  calcula- 
tions regarding  them,  simply  because  mistakes  are  possible 
and  have  sometimes  been  made,  that  that  portion  of  the 
cumulative  evidence  against  a  universal  deluge  which  they 
furnish  is  to  be  neutralized  or  set  aside.  The  argument  on 
the  general  question  is  a  cumulative  one;  and  while  many 
of  its  com[ionent  portions  are  of  themselves  so  conclusive, 
that  only  suppodtitions  miracle,  and  not  presentable  argu- 
ment, can  be  arrayed  against  them,  its  aggiegate  force 
seems  wholly  irresistible.  In  passing,  however,  from  the 
facts  and  reasonings  that  bear  against  the  hypothesis  of  a 
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universal  deluge,  to  indicate  in  a  few  sentences  both  the 
possible  mode  in  which  a  merely  partial  flood  might  have 
taken  place,  and  the  probable  extent  of  area  which  it  cov- 
ered, I  shall  have  to  remove  from  very  strong  to  compara- 
tively weak  ground,  —  from  what  can  be  maintained  as 
argument,  to  what  can  at  best  be  but  offered  as  conjecture. 
There  is  a  remhrkable  portion  of  the  globe,  chiefly  in 
the  Asiatic  continent,  though  it  extends  into  Europe,  and 
which  is  nearly  equal  to  all  Europe  in  area,  whose  rivers 
(some  of  them,  such  as  the  Volga,  the  Oural,  the  Sihon, 
the  Kour,  and  the  Araoo,  of  great  size)  do  not  fall  into  the 
ocean,  or  into  any  of  the  many  seas  which  communiciite 
with  it.  They  are,  on  the  contrary,  all  tunied  imoards^  if 
I  may  sb  express  myself;  losing  themselves,  in  the  eastern 
parts  of  the  tract,  in  the  lakes  of  a  rainless  district,  in 
which  they  supply  but  the  waste  of  evaporation,  and  fell- 
mg,  m  the  western  parts,  into  seas  such  as  the  Casiwan  and 
the  Aral.  In  this  reixion  there  are  extensive  districts  still 
under  the  level  of  the  ocean.  The  shore  line  of  the  Cas- 
pian, for  instance,  is  rather  more  than  eighty-three  feet 
beneath  that  of  the  Black  Sea ;  and  some  of  the  great  flat 
steppes  which  spread  out  around  it,  such  as  what  is  known 
as  the  Steppe  of  Astracan,  have  a  mean  level  of  about 
thirty  feet  beneath  that  of  the  Baltic.  Were  there  a 
trench-like  strip  of  country  that  communicated  between 
the  Casj>ian  and  the  Gulf  of  Finland  to  be  depressed  be- 
neath the  level  of  the  latter  sea,  it  would  so  open  up  the 
fountains  of  the  great  deep  as  to  lay  under  water  an  exten- 
sive and  populous  region,  containing  the  cities  of  Astracan 
and  Astrabad,  and  many  other  towns  and  villages.  Nor  is 
it  unworthy  of  remark,  surely,  that  one  of  the  depressed 
iteppes  of  this  peculiar  region  is  known  as  the  "Low 
Stej)pe  of  the  Caucasus,"  and  forms  no  inconsiderable  por- 
(lon  oi   thj  grt'.Jt  recognized  centre  of  the  human  femily.' 
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The  Mount  Ararat  on  which,  according  to  many  of  our 
commentators,  the  ark  rested,  rises  immediately  on  the 
western  edge  of  this  great  hollow ;  the  Mount  Ararat  so- 
lected  as  the  scene  of  that  event  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh, 
certainly  not  without  some  show  of  reason,  lies  far  within 
it.  Vast  plains,  white  with  salt,  and  charged  with  sea 
shells,  show  that  the  Caspian  Sea  was  at  no  distant  period 
greatly  more  extensive  than  it  is  now.  In  an  outer  region, 
which  includes  the  vast  desert  of  Khiva,  shells  also  abound ; 
but  they  seem  to  belong,  as  a  group,  rather  to  some  of  the 
later  Tertiary  eras  than  to  the  recent  period.  It  is  quite 
possible,  however,  that,  —  as  on  parts  of  the  western  shores 
of  our  own  country,  where  recent  marine  deposits  lie  over 
marine  deposits  of  the  Pleistocene  age,  while  a  terrestrial 
deposit,  representative  of  an  intervening  paroxysm  of  up- 
heaval, lies  between,  —  it  is  possible,  I  say,  that  in  this 
great  depressed  area,  the  region  covered  of  old  by  a  Ter- 
tiary sea,  which  we  know  united  the  Sea  of  Aral  with  the 
Caspian,  and  roll^  over  many  a  wide  steppe  and  vast  plain, 
may  have  been  again  covered  for  a  brief  period  (after  ages 
of  upheaval)  by  the  breaking  in  of  the  great  deep  during 
that  season  of  judgment  when,  with  the  exception  of  one 
&mily,  the  whole  human  race  was  destroyed.  It  seems 
confirmatory  of  tliis  view,  that  during  even  the  historic 
period,  at  least  one  of  the  neighboring  inland  seas,  though 
it  belongs  to  a  different  system  from  that  of  the  Caspian 
and  the  Aral,  covered  a  vastly  greater  area  than  it  does 
now,  —  a  consequence,  apparently,  of  a  more  considerable 
depression  in  the  Caucasian  region  than  at  present  exists. 
Herodotus,  as  quoted  by  Cuvier  in  his  "  Theory  of  the 
Earth,'*  represents  the  Sea  of  Azoff'  as  equal  in  extent  to 
the  Euxine. 

With  the  known  fiicts,  then,  regarding  this  depressed 
Asiatic  region  before  us,  let  us  see  whether  we  canaot 
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originate  a  theory  of  the  Deluge  free  from  at  least  the 
palpable  monstrosities  of  the  older  ones.  Let  us  suppose 
that  the  human  fiimily,  still  amounting  to  several  millions^ 
though  greatly  reduced  by  exterminating  wars  and  ex- 
hausting vices,  were  congregated  in  that  tract  of  country 
which,  extending  eastwards  from  the  modem  Ararat  to  &r 
beyond  the  Sea  of  Aral,  includes  the  original  Caucasian 
centre  of  the  race :  let  us  suppose  that,  the  hour  of  judg- 
ment having  at  length  arrived,  the  land  began  gradually  to 
sink,  as  the  tract  in  the  run  of  Cutch  sank  in  the  year  1819, 
or  as  the  tract  in  the  southern  part  of  North  America, 
known  as  the  "  sunk  country,"  sank  in  the  year  1821 :  fur- 
ther, let  us  suppose  that  the  depression  took  place  slowly 
and  equably  for  forty  days  together,  at  the  rate  of  about 
four  hundred  feet  per  day,  —  a  rate  not  twice  greater  than 
that  at  which  the  tide  rises  in  the  Straits  of  Magellan, 
and  which  would  have  rendered  itself  apparent  as  but  a 
persistent  inward  flowing  of  the  sea:  let  us  yet  further 
suppose,  that  from  mayhap  some  vol<Anic  outburst  co- 
incident with  the  dei)ression,  and  an  effect  of  the  same 
deep  seated  cause,  the  atmosphere  was  so  affected,  that 
heavy  drenching  rains  continued  to  descend  during  the 
whole  time,  and  that,  though  they  could  contribute  but 
little  to  the  actual  volume  of  the  flood,  —  at  most  only 
some  five  or  six  inches  per  day,  —  they  at  least  seemed  to 
constitute  one  of  its  main  causes,  and  added  greatly  to  its 
terrors,  by  swelling  the  rivers,  and  rushing  downwards  in 
torrents  from  the  hills.  The  depression,  which,  by  extend- 
ing to  the  Euxine  Sea  and  the  Persian  Gulf  on  the  one 
hand,  and  to  the  Gulf  of  Finland  on  the  other,  would  open 
up  by  three  separate  channels  the  fountains  of  the  great 
deep,  and  which  included,  let  us  suppose,  an  area  of  about 
two  thousand  miles  each  way,  would,  at  the  end  of  the 
fjrt'wth  d::v,  ho  sunk  iii  its  centre  to  the  depth  of  sixteen 


THE  NOACHIAN   DELUGE  359 

thousand  feet, — a  depth  sufficiently  profound  to  bury  the 
loftiest  mountains  of  the  district ;  and  yet,  having  a  gradient 
of  declination  of  but  sixteen  feet  per  mile,  the  contour  of 
its  hills  and  plains  would  remain  apparently  what  they  had 
been  before,  —  the  doomed  inhabitants  would  see  but  the 
water  rising  along  the  mountain  sides,  and  one  refuge  after 
another  swept  away,  till  the  last  witness  of  the  scene  would 
have  perished,  and  the  last  hill-top  would  have  disappeared. 
And  when,  after  a  hundred  and  fifty  days  had  come  and 
gone,  the  depressed  hollow  would  have  begun  slowly  to 
rise,  —  and  when,  after  the  fifth  month  had  passed,  the  ark 
would  have  grounded  on  the  summit  of  Mount  Ararat,  — 
all  that  could  have  been  seen  from  the  upper  "^dndow  of 
the  vessel  would  be  simply  a  boundless  sea,  roughened  by 
tides,  now  flowing  outwards,  with  a  reversed  course,  towards 
the  distant  ocean,  by  the  three  great  outlets  which,  during 
the  period  of  depression,  had  given  access  to  the  watei's. 
Noali  would  of  course  see  that  "  the  fountains  of  the  deep 
were  stopped,"  and  "the  waters  returning  from  oflT  the 
earth  continually,*"  but  whether  the  Deluge  had  been 
partial  or  universal,  he  could  neither  see  nor  know.  His 
prospect  in  either  case  would  have  been  equally  that  d^ 
scribed  by  the  poet  Bowles :  -^ 

"  The  mighty  ark 
Rests  upon  Ararat ;  but  nought  around 
Its  inmates  can  behold,  save  o'er  the  expanse 
Of  boundless  waters  the  sun's  orient  orb 
Stretching  the  hull's  long  shadow,  or  the  moon 
In  silence  through  the  silver-curtained  clouds 
Sailing,  as  she  herself  were  lost  and  left 
In  hollow  loneliness." 

Let  me  further  remark,  that  in  one  important  sense  a  ^ 
])ai-tial  Floo<l,  snch  ns  tlie  one  of  which  I  have  conceived  as 
::«Io(j'iute  to  tlic  dost  ruction,  in  an  early  ag,e^  of  l\\ft '^Wa 
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human  family,  could  scarce  be  regarded  as  miraculous 
Several  of  our  first  geologists  hold,  that  some  of  the 
formidable  cataclysms  of  the  remote  past  may  have  been 
occasioned  by  the  sudden  upheaval  of  vast  continents, 
which,  by  displacing  great  bodies  of  water,  and  rolling 
them  outwards  in  the  character  of  enormous  waves,  inun- 
dated wide  regions  elevated  hundreds  of  feet  over  the  sea 
level,  and  strewed  them  over  with  the  rock  boulders,  clays, 
gravels,  and  organic  debris  of  deep  sea  bottoms.  And 
tlicse  cataclysms  they  regard  as  perfectly  natural,  though 
of  course  very  unusual,  events.  Nor  would  the  gradual 
depression  of  a  continent,  or,  as  in  the  supposed  case,  of  a 
portion  of  a  continent,  be  in  any  degree  less  natural  than 
the  sudden  upheaval  of  a  continent.  It  would,  on  the 
contrary,  be  much  more  according  to  experience.  Nay, 
were  such  a  depression  and  elevation  of  the  great  Asiatic 
basin  to  take  place  during  the  coming  twelvemonth  as  that 
of  which  I  liave  conceived  as  the  probable  cause  of  the 
Deluge,  though  the  geologists  would  have  to  describe  it  as 
beyond  comparison  the  most  remarkable  oscillation  of  level 
which  had  taken  place  within  the  liistoric  period,  they 
would  certainly  regard  it  as  no  more  miraculous  than  the 
great  earthquake  of  Lisbon,  or  than  that  exhibition  of  the 
volcanic  forces  which  elevated  the  mountain  of  Jorullo  in  a 
single  night  sixteen  hundred  feet  over  the  plain.  And  why 
have  reeounje,  in  speculathig  on  the  real  event  of  four 
thousand  years  ago,  to  supiK)sititiou8  miracle,  if  an  event 
of  apparently  the  same  kind  would  not  be  regarded  as 
tniraculous  now?  May  we  not  in  this  matter  take  our 
stand  beside  the  poet,  who,  M'hen  recognizing  a  Providenco 
i!»  the  great  Calabrian  earthquake,  and  in  the  overwhelming 
wave  by  which  it  was  accompanied,  pertinently  inquired  of 
the  skeptics,  — 
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"Has  not  God 
Still  wrought  by  menns  since  first  he  made  the  world? 
And  did  he  not  of  cid  employ  his  means 
To  drown  it  f    What  is  his  creation  less 
Than  a  capacious  reservoir  of  means. 
Formed  for  his  use,  and  ready  at  his  will? " 

The  revelation  to  Noah,  which  warned  him  of  a  coming 
Flood,  and  taught  him  how  to  prepare  for  it,  was  evidently 
Aiiraculous :  the  Flood  itself  may  have  been  purely  provi- 
fiential.  But  on  this  part  of  the  subject  I  need  not  dwell. 
I  have  accomplished  my  purpose  if  I  have  shown,  as  was 
attempted  of  old  by  divines  such  as  Stillingfleet  and  Poole, 
that  there  "  seems  to  be  no  reason  why  the  Deluge  should 
be  extended  beyond  the  occasion  of  it,  which  was  the 
corruption  of  man,"  but,  on  the  contrary,  much  reason 
against  it ;  and  that,  on  the  other  hand,  a  Flood  restricted 
and  partial,  and  yet  sufficient  to  destroy  the  race  in  an 
early  age,  while  still  congregating  in  their  original  centre, 
eannot  be  regarded  as  by  any  means  an  incredible  event. 
The  incredibility  lies  in  the  more  human  glosses  and  mis- 
f nterpretations  in  which  its  history  has  been  enveloped. 
Divested  of  these,  and  viewed  in  its  connection  with  those 
wonderful  traditions  which  still  float  all  over  the  world 
regarding  it,  it  forms,  not  one  of  the  stumbling-blocks,  but 
one  of  the  evidences,  of  our  faith ;  and  renders  the  exercise 
a  not  unprofitable  one,  when,  according  to  the  poet,  — 

**  Back  through  the  dusk 
Of  ages  Contemplation  turns  her  view, 
To  mark,  as  from  its  infancy,  the  world 
Peopled  again  from  that  mysterious  shrine 
That  rested  on  the  top  of  Ararat." 

81 


LECTURE  NINTH- 

THE  DISCOVERABLE  AND  THE  REVEALED. 

It  seems  natural,  nay,  inevitable,  that  false  revelationSi 
which  have  descended  from  remote,  unscientific  ages,  should 
be  committed  to  a  false  science.  Natural  phenomena,  when 
of  an  extraordinary  character,  powerfully  impress  the  un- 
tutored mind.  In  operating,  through  the  curiosity  or  the 
fears  of  men,  upon  that  instinct  of  humanity — never  wholly 
inactive  in  even  the  rudest  state  —  which  cannot  witness 
any  remarkable  effect  without  seeking  to  connect  it  Avith  its 
producing  cause,  thoy  excite  into  activity  in  the  search  the 
imaginative  faculty, — always  of  earlier  development  than  the 
judgment  in  both  peoples  and  individuals,  and  which  never 
fails,  when  so  employed,  to  conduct  to  delusions  and  extrav- 
agances. And  this  state  of  mind  gives  birth  simultaneously 
to  both  false  religion  and  false  science.  Great  tempests, 
inundations,  eclipses,  earthquakes,  thunder  and  lightning, 
famine  and  pestilence,  the  births  of  monsters,  or  the  rare 
visitation  of  strange  fishes  or  wild  animals,  come  all  to  be 
included  in  the  mythologic  domain.  Even  the  untutored 
Indian  "  sees  God  in  clouds,  and  hears  him  in  the  wind." 
And  when  an  order  of  priesthood  springs  up,  a  portion  of 
the  leisure  of  the  class  is  usually  employed  in  speculating 
on  these  phenomena ;  and  to  their  speculations  they  give 
the  form  of  direct  revelation.  Thus  almost  all  the  false 
religions  of  the  old  world  —  not  grafted,  like  Moham- 
medanism, on  the  true  one  —  have  their  pretended  revela- 
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tions  regarding  the  form,  stnictnre,  and  origin  of  the  earth, 
the  mechanigm  of  the  heavens,  the  electric  and  meteoria 
phenomena,  and  even  the  arrangement  of  oceans  and 
continents  on  the  surface  of  oar  [jonet. 

The  old  extinct  forma  of  heathenism,  —  Etrurian,  Egyj)- 
tian,  Phcenician,  and  Babylonian,  —  had  all  their  cosmogo- 
nies.* In  the  wild  mythology  of  ancient  Scandinavia,  of 
which  we  find  such  distinct  traces  in  the  languages  and 
superstitions  of  northern  Europe,  and  which  even  in  our 
own  country  conttnuea  to  gtie  the  names  of  its  uncouth 
deities  to  the  days  of  our  week,  there  is  a  strange  genesis 
of  not  only  the  heavens  and  earth,  but  of  the  gods  also.  It 
has,  besides,  its  scheme  of  the  universe  in  its  great  mundane 
tree  of  three  vast  roots,  —  celestial,  terrestrial,  and  infernal, 
—  which  supports  the  land,  the  sea,  the  sky,  and  all  things. 
The  leading  religions  of  the  East  which  still  survive,  such  as 
Buddhism,  Brahminism,  and  Farseeism,  have  oil  their 
astronomy,  geography,  meteorology^  and  geology,  existing 
as  component  .parts  of  their  several  systems.  Nor  have 
there  been  wanting  ingenious  men  who,  though  little  toler- 
ant of  the  various  attempts  made  to  reconcile  tho  Mosaic 
account  of  creation  with  the  discoveries  of  modem  science, 
have  looked  with  a  favorable  eye  on  the  wild  science  of  the 
jklse  religions,  and  professed  to  detect  in  it  at  least  striking 
analogies  with  the  de<1uctions  of  both  the  geologist  and  the 
astronomer.  When  the  skeptical  wits  of  the  last  century 
wished  to  produce,  by  way  of  foil,  a  morality  vastly 
enperior,  as  they  said,  to  that  of  Christianity,  they  had 
recourse  to  the  Brahmins  and  the  Chinese.  And  though 
we  hear  less  of  the  ethics  of  these  people  since  we  have 
come    to   know  them  better,  we    are    fitill  occasionally 
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reminded  of  the  superiority  of  their  ficienoe.  Hinduism  bafl 
been  regarded  as  furnisliing  examples  of  the  geologic  doc- 
trine of  a  succession  of  creations  extended  over  immensely 
protracted  geologic  periods ;  and  Buddhism  represented  as 
charged  with  both  the  geologic  doctrine  and  the  perhaps 
less  certain  astronomic  deduction  of  a  plurality  of  worlds. 
And  before  entering  on  our  general  argument,  it  may  be 
well  to  show  by  specimen  what  mere  chance  hits  these  are, 
and  how  enormous  the  amount  of  the  nonsense  and  absurd- 
ity really  is  in  which  they  are  set. 

When  Brahma,  wearied  with  the  work  of  producing  and 
maintaining  the  universe,  goes  to  sleep,  say  the  Hindus,  — 
an  occurrence  which  happens  at  the  end  of  every  four  mil- 
lions of  years,  —  a  deluge  of  water  rises  high  above  the  sun 
and  moon,  and  the  worlds  and  their  inhabitants  are  de- 
stroyed. Wlieu  he  awakes,  however,  he  immediately  sets 
himself  to  jiroduce  anew;  and  another  universe  springs  up, 
consist  I  iLT,  like  the  former  one,  of  ten  worlds  placed  over 
each  other,  like  the  stories  of  a  tall  building,^nd  replenished 
with  ])lants  and  animals.  Of  these  our  own  world  is  the 
eighth  in  number,  reckoning  from  the  ground  floor  up- 
wards ;  there  are  seven  worlds  worse  than  itself  beneath  it, 
and  two  better  ones  above ;  with  a  few  worlds  more  higher 
up  still,  to  which  the  destroying  flood  does  not  reach,  save 
once  or  twice  in  an  eternity  or  so ;  and  which,  in  conse- 
quence, have  not  to  be  re-created  each  time  with  the  others. 
The  special  forms  wliich  the  upper  and  nether  worlds  ex- 
hibit do  not  seem  to  bo  very  well  known ;  but  that  which 
man  inhabits  is  "  flat,  like  the  flower  of  the  water-lily,  in 
which  the  petals  project  beyond  each  other ; "  and  it  has  in 
all,  including  sea  and  land,  a  diameter  of  several  hundred 
thousand  millions  of  miles.  It  has  its  many  great  oceans, 
—  one  of  these  (unfortunately  the  only  one  in  contact  with 
man\s  place  of  habitation)  of  salt  water,  one  of  sugarn^ne 
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juice,  one  of  spirituous  liquor,  one  of  clarified  butter,  and 
one  of  sour  curds.  It  has,  besides,  its  very  great  ocean  of 
sweet  water.  And  around  all,  forming  a  sort  of  gigantic 
hoop  or  ring,  there  extends  a  contment  of  pure  gold.  Of 
all  the  luminaries  that  rise  over  this  huge  world,  the  sun  is 
the  nearest :  the  distance  of  the  moon  is  twice  as  great ;  the 
lesser  fixed  stars  occur  immediately  beyond ;  then  Mercury, 
then  Venus,  then  Mars,  then  Jupiter,  then  Saturn;  and 
finally,  the  great  bear  and  the  polar  star.  And  such  is  that 
cosmogony  and  astronomy  of  the  Brahmins  to  which  their 
religion,  in  its  character  as  a  revelation,  stands  committed, 
and  in  which  a  very  lenient  criticism  has  found  the  geologic 
revolutions.  Let  me  draw  my  next  illustration  from  Bud- 
dhism, the  most  ancient  and  most  widely  spread  religion  of 
the  East ;  for,  though  partially  overlaid  in  the  great  Indian 
peninsula  by  the  more  modem  monstrosities  of  Brahminism, 
it  extends  in  one  direction  from  the  Persian  Gulf  to  Foiv 
mosa  and  Japan,  and  in  the  other  from  the  wastes  of 
Siberia  to  the  Gulf  of  Siam.  Scarce  any  of  the  other  forms 
of  heathenism  darken  so  large  a  portion  of  the  map  as 
Buddhism,  —  a  superstition  which  is  estimated  to  include 
within  its  pale  nearly  one  third  of  the  whole  human 
species. 

It  has  been  held,  I  need  scarce  say,  by  most  astronomers 
since  the  times  of  Newton,  that  the  universe  consists  of 
innumerable  systems  of  worlds,  furnished  each  with  its  own 
sun ;  and  held  by  most  geologists  during  the  last  fifty  years, 
that  the  past  duration  of  our  earth  was  divided  into  periods 
of  vast  extent,  each  of  which  had  a  creation  of  its  own. 
And  certainly  in  Buddhism  we  find  both  these  ideas,  —  the 
idea  of  the  existence  of  separate  systems,  each  with  its  own 
sun ;  and  the  idea  of  successive  periods,  each  with  its  own 
creation.  We  ascertain  on  examination,  however,  that  in 
the  superstition  they  are  not  scientific  ideas  at  all^  but  mere 

51* 


SOG  THE   DISCOVERABLE 


chance  guesses,  set,  like  those  of  Brahminism,  in  a  £urago 
of  wild  and  monstrous  fiiblc.  Each  of  the  many  systems  of 
which  the  universe  is  composed  consists,  say  the  Buddhists, 
of  three  worlds  of  a  circular  form,  joined  together  at  the 
edges,  so  that  there  intervenes  between  them  an  angular 
interspace,  which  constitutes  their  common  hell ;  and  to 
each  of  these  systems  there  is  a  sun  and  nioon  apportioned, 
that  take  their  daily  journeys  over  them,  returning  at  night 
through  a  void  space  underneath.  And  each  of  the  bygone 
successive  creations  was  a  creation  originated,  it  is  added, 
out  of  chaos,  through  the  stored-up  merits  of  the  Buddhas, 
and  the  effects  of  a  life-invigorating  rain,  and  which  sank 
into  chaos  again  when  the  old  stock  of  mei-it,  accumulated 
In  the  previous  period,  was  exhausted.  The  creatures  of 
each  period,  too,  whether  brute  or  human,  were  animated 
by  but  the  souls  of  former  creatures  embodied  anew.  In 
the  centre  of  each  of  the  three  worlds  of  which  a  system  or 
sackxcala  consists,  there  is  a  vast  mountain,  more  than  forty 
thousand  miles  in  height,  surrounded  by  a  circular  sea, 
which  is  in  turn  surrounded  by  a  ring  of  land  and  rock. 
Another  circular  sea  lies  outside  the  ring,  and  a  second 
solid  ring  outside  the  sea;  and  thus  rings  of  land  and  water 
alternate  from  the  centre  to  the  circumference.  According 
to  the  geography  of  the  Buddhas,  a  model  of  our  own  earth 
would  exactly  resemble  that  old-fiishioned  ornament, — a 
work  of  the  turning-lathe,  —  which  some  of  my  auditors 
must  have  seen  roughening  the  upper  board  of  the  ornate 
parlor  bellows  of  the  last  century,  and  which  consisted  of  a 
large  central  knob,  surrounded  by  alternate  circular  rings 
and  furrows.  And  as  in  the  old-fashioned  bellows  each  ring 
flattened,  and  each  furrow  became  shallower,  in  proportion 
as  it  was  removed  from  the  centre,  so  in  the  Buddhist  earth, 
the  seas,  from  being  many  thousand  miles  deep  in  the  inner 
rings,  shallow  so  greatly,  that  in  the  outer  rings  their  depth 
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is  only  an  inch;  while  the  continentB,  from  being  forty 
thousand  nules  high,  sink  into  mere  plains,  almost  on  the 
level  of  the  surrounding  ocean.  Such  is  the  geography  to 
which  thlff  religion  pledges  itself.  Its  astronomy,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  not  quite  so  bad  as  that  to  which  Father 
Cullen  has  affixed  his  imprimatur,  seeing  that,  though  it 
gives  the  same  sort  of  diurnal  journey  to  the  sun,  it  confers 
upon  it  a  diameter,  not  of  only  six  feet,  but  of  four  hundred 
miles.  Nor  is  its  geology  a  great  deal  worse  than  that  of 
many  Christians.  It  makes  the  earth  consist,  reckoning 
from  its  foundations  upwards,  of  a  layer  of  wind,  a  layer  of 
water,  a  layer  of  substance  resembling  honey,  a  layer  of 
rock,  and  a  layer  of  soil.  Snch  is  a  small  portion  of  the 
natural  science  of  Buddhism  ;  the  minute  details  of  its  mon- 
strous cosmogony,  with  its  descriptions  of  f-ibulous  oceans, 
inhabited  by  fishes  thousands  of  miles  in  length,  and  of 
wonderful  forests  abounding  in  trees  four  hnndred  miles 
high,  and  haunted  by  singing  lions  that  leap  two  miles  at  a 
bound,  occupy  many  chapters  of  the  Kicrcd  volumes.  Every 
form  of^th  has  its  heioties;  and  there  arc,  it  would  seem, 
heretics  among  even  the  Buddhists,  who,  instead  of  adopt- 
ing  the  nonsense  of  the  priests  in  this  physical  department, 
originate  a  nonsense  equally  great  of  their  own.  The  error 
of  concluding  that  the  worlds  of  the  universe  are  finite  in 
number,  say  the  sacred  books,  is  the  heresy  antavrada;  the 
error  of  concluding  that  the  world  itself  is  infinite  is  the 
]iere«Y  ananlawada  ;  the  error  of  concluding  that  the  world 
is  finite  vertically  but  infinite  horizontally  is  the  heresy 
anantaiiantawada;  and  the  error  of  concluding  the  world 
to  be  neither  finite  nor  infinite  is  the  heresy  naieantanan- 
tawada.  A  name  equally  fonnidable  would  be,  of  eoui-se, 
found  for  the  students  of  modem  astronomy  and  the  other 
kindred  sciences,  among  the  professed  believers  in  Buddh, 
did  not  these  contrive  to  get  over  the  difficulty  by  obserxing. 
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^^  that  certdn  things,  as  stated  in  the  Saaircu^  mcuit  hav9 
l>een  so  formerly ;  but  great  changes  have  taken  place  in 
these  in  latter  times ;  and  for  astronomical  purposes  astro- 
nomical rules  must  be  followed." 

Believers  in  Buddhism  may  be  still  found  by  tens  of 
millions  on  the  shores  of  the  Yellow  Sea.  Let  me  select 
my  third  specimen  of  a  universe-fiushioning  mythology  from 
a  faith,  long  since  extinct,  that  had  its  seat  on  the  oppoutc 
side  of  the  Old  World,  along  the  coasts  of  the  Northern 
Atlantic.  The  old  Teutonic  religion  professed  to  reveal, 
like  that  of  Buddh  and  of  Brahma,  how  the  heavens  and 
earth  were  formed,  and  of  what.  Ymir,  the  great  frost- 
giant,  a  being  mysteriously  engendered  out  of  frozen  vapor, 
was  slain  by  the  god  Odin  and  his  brothers ;  and,  dragging 
his  Ixxly  into  the  middle  of  the  universe,  they  employed 
the  materials  of  which  it  was  composed  in  forming  the 
earth.  Of  his  blood  they  made  the  vast  ocean,  and  all  the 
lakes  and  rivers;  of  his  flesh  they  constructed  the  land, 
placing  it  in  the^  midst  of  the  waters ;  of  his  bones  they 
built  up  the  mountains ;  his  teeth  and  jaws  they  broke  up 
into  the  stones  and  pebbles  of  the  earth  and  shore ;  of  his 
great  skull  they  fiishioned  the  vault  of  the  heavens ;  and, 
tossing  his  brains  into  the  air,  they  became  the  clouds. 
Earth,  sea,  and  sky,  however,  thus  made,  were  supported 
by  the  great  ash-tree  Yggdrasill,  which,  with  its  roots 
anchored  deep  in  the  primordial  abyss,  rose  up  through 
the  vast  central  mountains  of  the  world,  and,  stretching 
forth  its  branches  to  the  furthest  heaven,  bore  the  stars  as 
its  fruit.  Encircling  the  whole  earth  like  a  iing,  lay  the 
huge  snake  Midgard,  —  always  hidden  in  the  sea,  save 
when  half  drawn  forth  on  one  occasion  by  the  god  Thor ; 
outside  the  snake  a  broader  ring  of  ice-mountains  swept 
round  both  land  and  ocean,  and  formed  the  outer  frame  of  the 
wor!d,  —  for  there  lay  only  blank  space  beyond ;  and  over 
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all,  the  sun  and  moon  performed  their  jonmeys,  chased 
through  the  sky  by  ravenous  wolves,  that  ever  sought  to 
devour  them.  Such  was  the  wild  dream  of  our  Scandi- 
navian ancestoi*s,  —  a  dream,  however,  that  occupied  as 
prominent  a  place  in  their  £dda  as  any  of  their  other 
religious  beliefs,  and  which,  with  the  first  dawn  of  science, 
would  not  only  have  fallen  itself  but  would  have  also 
dragged  down  the  others  along  with  it. 

Now  this  physical  department  has  ever  proved  the  vul- 
nerable portion  of  fiilse  religions,  —  the  portion  which,  if  I 
may  use  the  metaphor,  their  onginators  could  not  dip  in 
the  infernal  river.  The  ability  of  drawing  the  line,  in  the 
early  and  ignorant  ages  of  the  world,  between  what  man 
can  of  himself  discover  and  what  he  cannot,  is  an  ability 
which  man  cannot  possibly  possess.  The  ancient  Chaldeans, 
who  first  watched  the  motions  of  the  planets,  could  not 
possibly  have  foreseen,  that  while  on  the  one  hand  men 
would  be  one  day  able  of  themselves  to  measure  and  weigh 
these  bodies,  and  to  determine  their  distances  from  the 
earth  and  from  each  other,  men  might  never  be  able  of 
themselves  to  demonstrate  the  fact  of  their  authorship,  or 
to  discover  the  true  character  of  their  author.  Nay,  if 
they  could  have  at  all  thought  on  the  subject,  the  latter 
would  have  seemed  to  them  by  much  the  simpler  discovery 
of  the  two.  To  know  at  such  a  time  what  was  in  reality 
discoverable  and  what  was  not,  would  be  to  know  by 
anticipation  what  is  not  yet  known,  —  the  limits  of  all 
hun^m  knowledge.  It  would  be  to  trace  a  line  non-existent 
at  the  period,  and  untraceable,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
until  the  history  of  the  human  race  shall  be  completed.  It 
was  held  by  even  the  sagacious  Socrates,  that  men  cannot 
arrive  at  any  certainty  in  questions  respecting  the  form  or 
motion  of  the  earth,  or  the  mechanism  of  the  heavens ;  and 
80  he  set  himself  to  elucidate  what  he  deemed  much  simpler 
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matters, — to  prove,  for  instance,  as  we  find  in  the  Phedon, 
that  human  souls  existed  ere  they  came  to  inhabit  their 
moital  bodies,  and  retained  hint  recollections  of  great  mis- 
fortunes that  had  overtaken  them  ere  their  embodiment  as 
men,  and  of  sufferings  to  which  they  had  been  subjected  in 
a  primevous  state.  And  lacking  this  ability  of  distinguish- 
ing between  the  naturally  discoverable  and  what  cannot  be 
naturally  discovered,  the  originators  of  the  old  mythologic 
beliefs  obtruded  into  provinces  in  which  ultimately  the  law- 
less nature  of  the  obtrusion  could  not  fail  to  be  detected ; 
and  thus,  by  making  their  false  science  a  portion  of  their 
false  religion,  they  created  what  was  afterwards  to  prove 
its  weakest  and  most  vulnerable  part.  We  absolutely  know 
that  the  course  at  presont  pursued  by  enlightened  Christian 
missionaries  in  India  is  to  bring  scientific  truth  into  direct 
Antagonism  with  the  monstrously  false  science  of  the  pro- 
tended revelations  of  Parseeism,  Brahminism,  and  Buddli- 
ism;  and  that  by  this  means  the  general  falsity  of  these 
systems  has  been  .so  plainly  shown,  that  it  has  become  a 
matter  of  doubt  whether  a  single  educated  native  of  any 
considerable  jibility  in  reality  believes  in  them.  They  seem 
to  have  lost  their  hold  of  all  the  minds  capable  of  appre- 
ciatincf  the  weight  and  force  of  scientific  evidence. 

Let  us  further  remark,  that  since  it  seems  inevitable 
thr.t  pretended  revelations  of  ancient  date  should  pledge 
tliomselves  to  a  false  science,  the  presumption  must  be 
strong  that  an  ancient  revelation  of  great  multiplicity  of 
detail,  which  has  not  so  pledged  itself  is  not  a  fiilse,  but 
a  true  revelation.  Nay,  if  we  find  in  it  the  line  drawn 
between  what  man  can  know  of  himself  and  what  he  cannot 
know,  and  determino  that  this  line  was  traced  in  a  remote 
and  primitive  ago,  we  have  positive  evidence  in  the  circum- 
stanoe,  good  so  lar  as  it  extends,  of  its  Divine  origin. 
Ifow,  it  wili  be  ultimately  found  that  this  lino  was  drawn 
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willi  exquisite  iiiTcision  in  the  Hebrew  Scriptures, — not 
merely  the  most  aiK^ient  works  that  profess  to  l)e  reve- 
lations, but  absolutely  the  most  andent  of  all  writings. 
Unfortunately,  however,  what  God  seems  to  have  ilone  for 
his  Revelation,  influential  theologians  of  both  the  Romish 
and  Orthodox  Churches  have  labored  hard  to  undo ;  and, 
from  their  mistaking,  in  not  a  few  remaikable  ]>assages,  the 
scope  and  object  of  the  vouchsafed  message,  they  have  at 
various  times  striven  to  pledge  it  to  a  science  as  f;ilse  as 
even  that  of  Buddhist,  Teuton,  or  Hindu.  And  so,  not 
only  has  the  argument  been  weakened  and  obscured  wliii'h 
might  be  founded  on  the  rectitude  of  the  line  drawn  of  old 
between  what  ought  and  what  ought  not  to  be  the  subject 
of  revelation,  but  even  a  positive  argument  has  becii  fur- 
nished to  t1\o  infidel,  —  ever  ready  to  identify  the  glo.sses 
of  the  theologiah  with  the  enunciations  of  revelation  itselt^ 
—  similar  to  that  which  the  Christian  missionary  directs 
against  the  false  religions  of  India.  It  may  be  well  briefly 
to  inqtiire  how  this  unlucky  mistake  has  originated. 

It  is  of  first  importance  often  to  the  navigator  that  be 
should  have  a  good  chronometer,  seeing  that  his  ability  of 
determining  his  exact  position  on  wide  seas,  and,  in  conse- 
quence, of  determining  also  the  exact  place  and  bearing  of 
the  rocks  and  reefs  which  he  must  avoid,  and  of  the  lands 
and  harbors  on  which  ho  must  direct  his  course,  must  very 
much  depend  upon  the  retititude  of  his  instrument.  But 
it  may  be  of  very  little  importance  to  him  to  know  how 
chronometers  are  made.  And  so  a  friend  may  reveal  to 
him  where  the  best  chronometers  are  to  bo  purchased,  with 
the  name  of  the  maker,  without  at  the  same  time  revealing 
to  him  the  principle  on  which  they  are  constructed.  Let 
H8  suppose,  however,  that  from  some  peculiarity  in  the 
mode  of  the  revelation,  the  navigator  has  come  to  believe 
that  it  includes  both  items,  —  an  eDundatioDre^idin^tlvft 
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place  where  and  the  maker  from  whom  the  best  chronome- 
ters are  to  be  had,  and  a  further  enunciation  regarding  tlie 
true  mechanism  of  chronometers.  Let  us  suppose  further, 
that  while  the  good  fiuth  and  intelligence  of  his  friend  arc 
unquestionable,  the  supposed  revelation  regarding  the  con- 
struction of'  chronometers,  which  he  thinks  he  owes  to 
fiim,  is  altogether  erroneous  and  absurd.  The  chronome- 
ter mainly  differs  from  the  ordinary  watvh  in  being  formed 
of  a  mixture  of  metals,  wliich  preserve  so  nice  a  chemical 
balance,  that  those  changes  of  temperature  which  quicken 
or  retard  the  movements  of  common  time-pieces  fail  to 
affect  it.  Now,  let  us  suppose  that  the  friend  and  adviser 
of  the  sailor  had  said  to  him,  —  using  a  common  meton- 
ymy,—  there  are  no  chronometers  anywhere  constructed 
that  so  completely  neutralize  the  temperature  as  the  ones  I 
recommend 'to  you ;  and  that  the  sailor  had  at  once  leaped 
to  the  conclusion,  that  the  remark  was  authority  enough 
for  holding  that  it  is  the  princi]>le  of  chronometei-s,  not  to 
be  composed  of  such  counteractive  combinations  of  metals 
as  that  the  expansion  of  one  shall  be  checked  by  the  con- 
traction of  another,  but  to  keep  up  an  equal  temperature 
within  through  a  heat-engendering  quality  in  the  amalga- 
mated metals.  Such  a  mistake  might  be  readily  enough 
originated  in  this  way ;  and  yet  it  would  be  a  very  serious 
mistake  indeed ;  seeing  that  it  would  substitute  an  active 
for  a  passive  principle,  —  a  principle  of  equalizing  the  tem- 
perature by  acting  upon  it,  for  a  principle  of  inert  impassi- 
bility to  the  temperature.  And  of  course  not  only  would 
the  sailor  himself  be  in  error  in  taking  such  a  view,  but  he 
might  seriously  compromise  the  intelligence  or  integrity  of 
his  friend  in  the  judgment  of  all  who  held,  on  his  testi- 
mony, that  it  was  with  his  friend,  and  not  from  his  own 
misconception  of  his  friend's  meaning,  that  the  view  had 
originated.    And  how,  let  us  ask,  ere  dismissing  our  length- 
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ened  illustration,  is  an  error  such  as  the  supposed  one  here 
to  be  tested,  and  its  eiToneousness  exposed  ?  There  can  be 
but  one  reply  to  such  a  query.  It  might  be  wholly  in  vain 
to  fall  back  upon  the  ipsissima  verba  of  the  revelation 
made  by  the  sailor's  friend.  Though  in  reality  but  an 
enunciation  regarding  the  authorship  of  certain  chronomer . 
tens,  it  might  possibly  enough  appear,  from  its  metonymic 
character,  to  be  also  a  revelation  regarding  the  construc- 
tion of  chronometers.  The  sailor's  error  respecting  the 
construction  of  chronometera  is  to  be  tested  and  exposed, 
not  by  any  references  to  what  his  friend  had  said,  but  by 
the  art  of  the  chronometer  maker.  The  demonstrable  prin- 
ciples of  the  art,  as  practised  by  the  makers  of  chronome- 
ters, must  be  the  test  of  all  supposed  revelations  regarding 
the  principles  and  mechanism  of  chronometer  making. 

Now,  it  will  be  found  that  those  mistakes  of  the  theolo- 
gians to  which  I  refer  have  been  exactly  similar  to  that  of 
the  navigator  in  the  supposed  case,  and  that  they  are  mis- 
takes which  must  be  corrected  on  exactly  the  same  prin- 
ciple. The  departments  in  which  the  mistakes  have  been 
made,  have,  as  in  the  false  religions,  been  chiefly  three,  — 
the  geographic,  astronomic,  and  geologic  provinces.  The 
geographic  errors  are  of  comparatively  ancient  date.  They 
belong  mainly  to  the  later  patristic  and  earlier  middle  ages, 
when  the  monk  Cosmas,  as  the  geographer  of  the  Church, 
represented  the  earth  as  a  parallelogrammical  plain,  twice 
longer  than  it  was  broad,  deeply  indented  by  the  inland 
seas, — the  Mediterranean,  the  Caspian,  the  Red  Sea,  and 
the  Persian  Gulf,  —  and  encompassed  by  a  rectangufaar 
trench  occupied  by  the  oceans.  Some  of  my  audience 
M'ill,  however,  remember  that  of  the  council  of  clergymen 
which  met  in  Salamanca  in  1486  to  examine  and  test  the 
Aaews  of  Christopher  Columbus,  a  considerable  portion 
held  it  to  be  grossly  heterodox  to  believe  tbait*  Vi  ^wSiax^ 
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■WMtwards  the  eastern  parts  of  the  world  coald  be  reached. 
No  one  could  entcrtiun  such  a  view  without  also  believiug 
that  there  were  antipodes,  and  that  the  world  ms  round, 


(Frvm  a  Ttduced/acnmilt  of  tht  orii/inal  print  in  (ft<  BritM  Mtueum.) 

not  flat,  —  errors  denounced  by  not  only  great  theologians 
of  the  golden  age  of  ecclesiastical  learning,  such  as  Lat^tan- 
tius  and  St.  Augustine,  but  also  directly  opposed,  it  was 
said,  to  the  very  letter  of  Scripture.  "They  observed," 
says  Washington  Irving,  in  his  "Life  of  Columbus,"  *'that 
in  the  Psalms  the  heavens  are  said  to  be  extended  like  a 
hide,  —  that  is,  according  to  commentators,  the  curtain 
or  covering  of  a  tent,  which  among  the  ancient  pastoral 
nations  was  formed  of  the  hides  of  animals;  and  that  St. 
Paul,  in  his  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  compares  the  heavens 


*  1.  The  great  saTTOnndiDg  oau 
2  Cupian  Sea. 
3.  River  Pbleon. 
4-4.  roinU  of  the  CompaM. 
S.  Modftemncan  S«a. 


0.  Red  Sea. 

7-e.  Persian  Golf,  wtih  the  riTcra 

Tigris  and  Euptintu. 

9.  Rlriir  Gibon. 
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to  a  tabernacle  or  tent  extended  over  the  earth,  which  they 
thcTicc  infen-ed  must  be  8at."  In  the  Bectional  view  of 
Cosinas  the  heavens  are  represented  as  a  semicircular  vault 
or  tent  Tuaed  on  perpendicular  walla;    a  vast  monntain 


^ 


-    .in 


iSeaioml  Viao.i 

beyond  the  "Great  Sea,"  lofty  aa  the  innermost  continent 
of  the  Biiddhist  cosmogony,  rises  immediately  under  it; 
wlien  t)ic  Sim  passed  behind  this  mottntain  it  was  night, 
and  when  it  emerged  from  it  it  waa  day.  And  cert^ly 
under  tlie  crystal  box  of  the  monk  it  would  be  in  vain  to 
attempt,  by  jiassing  westwards,  to  arrive  at  the  lar  east. 
The  cosmogony  of  Cosmaa  was  also  that  of  the  doctors  of 
Sulamancn ;  and  the  views  of  Columbus  were  denoiuiced  as 
heterodox  because  they  foiled  to  conform  to  it.     Such  was 


•  1.  The  sun  Occident. 

2.  The  aun  orient. 

3.  Ttio  Hcnvcns. 

4.  Grent  mountain  Iiehlnd  which 

the  aao  in  hlililcn  when  it  is 

i>.  TIio  U^icmneaD  8c*. 


6.  RedSe^ 

7.  Pcraian  Gnlf. 

8.  Guilcn  of  Eden. 

9.  Grcnt  luiroDnding  occsn 
10.  ThoCreBtor  looking  down 

upon  his  work,  and  Kci 
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one  of  tlie  earlier  mistakes  of  the  theologians.  When 
merely  told  regarding  the  authorship  of  the  chronometer, 
they  held  that  they  had  been  told  also  respecting  the  mech- 
anism of  the  chronometer.  Attaching  literal  meanings  to 
wliat  we  now  recognize  as  merely  poetic  or  oratorical  fig- 
ures, they  believed  that  not  only  was  it  revealed  to  them 
that  God  had  created  the  heavens  and  earth,  but  also  tliat 
he  had  created  the  earth  in  the  form  of  an  extended  plain, 
and  placed  a  semi-globular  heavens  over  it,  just  as  one 
places  a  semi-globular  case  of  glass  over  a  piece  of  flower- 
plot  or  a  miniature  thicket  of  fern.  And  how,  I  ask,  "was 
this  error  ultimately  corrected?  Simply  by  that  science 
of  the  geographer  which  demonstrates  that  the  earth  is 
not  flat,  but  spherical,  and  that  the  heavens  have  not 
edges,  like  a  skin-tent  or  glass-case,  to  come  anywhere  in 
contact  with  it,  but  consist  mainly  of  a  diffused  atinos- 
l)here,  with  illimitable  space  beyond. 

The  j?ccond  great  error  to  which  the  theologians  would 
fain  have  pledged  the  truth  of  Scnpture  was  an  error  in 
the  astronomical  province.  I  need  scarce  refer  to  the 
oflen-adduced  case  of  Galileo.  The  doctrine  w^hich  the 
philosopher  had  to  "  abjure,  curse,  and  detest,"  and  which 
he  was  never  again  to  teach,  "  because  erroneous,  heretical, 
and  contrary  to  Scripture,"  was  the  doctrine  of  the  earth's 
motion  and  the  sun's  stability.  But  to  the  part  taken  by 
our  Protestant  divines  in  the  same  controversy,  —  men  still 
regarded  as  authorities  in  their  own  proj)er  walk,  —  I  must 
be  allowed  to  refer,  as  less  known,  though  not  less  in- 
structive, than  that  enacted  by  the  Romish  Church  in  the 
case  of  Galileo.  "This,  we  afiinn,  that  is,  that  the  earth 
rests,  and  the  sun  moves  daily  around  it,"  said  Voetius, 
a  great  Dutch  divine  of  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  "with  all  divines,  natural  philosophers,  Jews  and 
3fo/janinK'd.i:r,  (Ivwk'S  and  Latins^  (*\<'opting  one  or  two 
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of  the  ancients,  and  the  modem  followers  of  Copernicus." 
Ami  «'c  detect  Hcideggeri,  a  Swiss  theologian,  who  floui- 
Lslied  about  hulf  an  age  later,  giving  expression,  a  few 
years  ere  the  coininencement  of  the  last  century,  to  a  simi- 
lar view,  as  the  one  taken  by  himself  and  many  others,  and 
as  a  view  "from  which,"  he  states,  "our  pious  reverence 
for  llic  Scriptures,  the  word  of  truth,  will  not  allow  us  to 
depart."  A  still  more  remarkable  instance  occurs  in  Tur- 
rettinc,  whom  we  find  in  one  of  his  writings  ai^iing  in 
tlie  strictly  logical  form,  "in  opposition  to  certain  philoso- 
phers," and  in  behalf  of  the  old  Ptolemaic  doctrine  that 
tlic  sun  moves  in  the  heavens  and  revolves  round  tlie 
cailh,  while  the  earth  itself  remains  at  rest  in  the  midst. 
"IVrgt,"  ho  remarks,  "  the  sun  is  said  in  ScHpture  to  move 
in  the  heavens,  and  to  rise  and  set.  "Die  sim  is  as  a 
bridegroom  coming  out  of  his  cliamlter,  and  rijoiceth  as  a 
strong  man  to  run  a  race,'  '  The  sun  kuoweth  Iiia  going 
domi.'  'The  sun  also  ariseth,  and  tlio  sun  gocth  down.' 
fk'roinBy,  The  sun  by  a  mii-aele  stootl  stiil  in  the  time 
of  .Toslma;  and  hy  a  miracle  it  went  back  hi  the  time  of 
Iltzi'kiah.  T!iir<U'j,  Tlie  earth  is  said  to  bo  fixed  immov- 
ably. 'Tlie  eaitli  is  also  established  that  it  cannot  be 
moved,'  '  Thou  liast  cst-ibliahed  the  earth,  and  it  abid- 
ctli.'  'They  coniinue  this  day  according  to  their  ordi- 
nauci'.'  fhurthlij.  Neither  could  birds,  which  often  fly 
off  throiigli  an  hour's  circuit,  be  abic  to  return  to  their 
nests.  Fijyiil'j,  Whatever  flies  or  is  suspended  in  the  air 
ought  (by  this  theory)  to  move  from  west  to  east ;  but  Ibis 
is  proved  not  to  be  tnie,  from  birds,  arrows  shot  forth, 
.ttonis  made  manifest  in  the  sun,  and  down  floating  in  the 
atmosphere."  Tfio  theologian,  after  thus  laying  Aown  the 
law,  sets  himself  to  meet  objections.  If  it  be  urged  tliat 
tlic  Scriptures  in  natural  things  speak  according  to  the 
common  opinion,  Turrettine  anawcTB,"First,'YHi«%^"ci!t^i'i- 
3:;* 
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God  best  understands  natural  things.  Secandlt/j  That  in 
giving  instruction  in  religion,  he  meant  these  things  should 
be  used,  not  abused.  Thirdly^  That  he  is  not  the  author 
of  any  error.  Fourthly^  Neither  is  he  to  be  corrected  on 
the  pretence  of  our  blind  reason."  If  it  be  further  urged, 
tliat  birds,  the  air,  and  all  things  are  moved  with  the  earth, 
he  answers,  ^^ Firsts  That  this  is  a  mere  fiction,  since  air  is 
a  fluid  body;  and  secondly^  if  so,  by  what  force  wouKl 
birds  be  able  to  go  from  east  to  west  ?  " 

Now  this  I  must  regard  as  a  passage  as  instructive  as  it 
is  extraordinarv.  Turrettine  w«is  one  of  the  most  aoconi- 
plishcd  theologians  of  his  age ;  nor  is  that  age  by  any 
means  a  remote  one.  Tycho  Brahe,  Kepler,  and  Galileo, 
had  all  finished  their  labors  long  ere  he  published  this  pas- 
sage; nay,  at  the  time  when  his  work  issued  from  the 
Amsterdam  press  (1005),  Isaac  Newton  had  attained  his 
fifty-third  year;  and  fully  ten  years  previous.  Professor 
David  Gregory,  nephew  of  the  inventor  of  the  Gregori:in 
telescoj>c,  had  begun  to  teach,  from  his  chair  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Edinburgh,  the  doctiine  of  gravitation  and  the  true 
mechanism  of  the  heavens,  as  unfolded  in  the  Newtonian 
philosophy.  The  learned  theologism,  had  he  applied  him- 
self  to  astronomical  science,  could  have  found  at  the  time 
very  enlightened  teachers ;  but  falling  into  exactly  the  mis 
take  of  the  sailor  of  my  illustration,  or  that  into  which,  twc 
centuries  before,  the  doctors  of  Salamanca  had  fallen,  lie 
set  himself,  instead,  to  contend  with  the  astrqnomei-s,  and, 
to  the  extent  of  his  influence,  labored  to  pledge  revelation 
to  an  astronomy  as  false  as  that  of  the  Buddhist,  Hindu,  ot 
old  Teuton.  His  mistake,  I  repeat,  was  exactly  that  of  the 
sailor.  Though  in  the  Scriptures  only  the  fiict  of  the 
authorship  of  the  great  chronometer  set  in  the  heavens  "  to 
be  a  sign  for  seasons,  and  for  days  and  years,"  is  revealed, 
he  regarded  himself  aa  also  iwformed  respecting  the  prin- 
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ciples  on  which  the  chronometer  was  constnicted,  or  :it 
least  respecting  the  true  nature  of  its  movements;  and 
several  very  iniportant  deductions  may,  I  think,  be  drawn 
from  tlie  carefully  constructed  passage  in  which  he  so  un- 
wittingly records  hia  error,  and  the  grounds  of  it.  In  tho 
fii'st  place,  we  may  safely  hold  that  the  texts  of  Scripture 
quoted  by  so  able  a  theologian  are  those  which  have  most 
the  appearance  of  being  revelations  to  men  respecting  the 
motions  of  the  heavenly  bodies.  We  may  conclusively 
infer,  that  if  (Ae^  do  not  reveal  the  character  of  those 
motions,  then  nowhere  in  Scripture  is  their  character 
revealed.  In  the  second  place,  it  is  obvious  that  the  cited 
texts  do  nol  reveal  the  nature  of  the  motions.  It  would  be 
as  rational  to  hold  that  our  best  almanacs  reveal  the  Ptole- 
maic astronomy.  In  the  scientific  portion  of  our  almanacs 
there  occnr  many  phrases  which  arc  perfectly  well  undei^ 
stood,  and  indicate  very  dctinitcly  what  the  writer  really 
intends  to  expi-esa  by  them,  that  yet,  taken  literally,  are  not 
scientifically  true.  The  words,  "  Sun  rises,"  and  "  Sun 
sets,"  and  "  Moon  rises,"  and  "Moon  sets,"  occur  in  every 
page;  there  are  two  pages  —  those  devoted  to  the  months 
of  March  and  September  —  in  which  the  phrase  occurs, 
"Sun  crosses  the  equinoctial  line;"  and  further,  in  the 
other  pages,  such  phrases  as  "  Sun  enters  Aries,"  "  San 
enters  Taurus,"  "  Sun  enters  Gemini,"  Ac.,  Ac,  are  not 
unfrcqnent.  The  phrase,  "new  moon,"  is  also  of  common 
occurrence.  And  these  phrases,  interpreted  after  the 
manner  of  Tnrrettine,  and  accorduig  to  their  strict  gram- 
matical meaning,  would  of  course  imply  that  the  snn  has  a 
motion  round  our  planet, — that  the  moon  moves  round  it 
every  twenty-four  hours,  —  and  that  the  earth  is  provided 
every  month  with  a  now  satellite.  And  yet  we  know  that 
none  of  these  ideas  are  in  tho  minil  of  the  writer  who,  in 
compiling  the  almanac,  employs  the  phrases.    He  «m:^«^* 
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them  to  indicate,  not  the  nature  of  the  heavenly  motions, 
but  the  exact  time  when,  from  the  several  motions  of  the 
earth,  the  sun  and  moon  are  brought  into  certain  apparent 
positions  with  respect  to  either  the  earth  itself  or  to  the 
celestial  signs;  or  to  indicate  the  timo'at  which  the  moon 
completes  its  monthly  revolution,  and  presents  a  wholly 
darkened  disk  to  the  earth.  The  commentator  skilful 
enough  to  pledge  the  almanac,  in  virtue  of  the  literal  mean- 
ing of  the  specified  phrases,  to  the  old  Ptolemaic  hyiwthesis, 
would  pledge  it  to  a  false  science,  which  its  author  never 
held.  And  such,  evidently,  has  been  the  part  enacted  by 
Turrettine  and  the  elder  theologians.  The  Scriptural 
phrases  are  in  no  degree  more  exi)ress  respecting  the  motion 
of  the  sun  and  the  other  heavenly  bodies  than  those  of  the 
almanac,  which,  we  know,  do  not  refer  to  motion  at  all,  but 
to  time.  Nor  are  we  less  justified  in  holding  that  the  cited 
Scripttu'cs  do  not  refer  to  motion^  but  to  atithors/i?p.  In 
the  third  place,  however,  it  is  not  by  any  mere  reconsider- 
ation of  the  adduced  passages  that  the  error,  onc«  made^  is 
to  be  corrected.  In  a  purely  astronomic  question  the 
appeal  lies,  not  to  Scripture,  but  to  astronomic  science. 
And  in  the  fourth  place,  the  reasonings  of  Turrettine,  when, 
quitting  his  own  proper  walk,  he  discoui-ses,  not  as  a  theo- 
logian, but  as  a  natural  philosopher,  are  such  as  to  read  a 
lesson  not  wholly  unneeded  in  the  present  day.  They  show 
how  in  a  department  in  which  it  demanded  the  imited  life- 
long labors  of  a  Kepler,  Galileo,  and  Newton  to  elicit  the 
truth,  the  hasty  guesses  of  a  grejit  theologian,  rashly  ven- 
tured in  a  polemic  spirit,  gave  form  and  body  to  but 
ludicrous  error.  It  is  not  after  a  fashion  so  imi>etuous  and 
headlong  that  the  elaborately  wrought  key  must  be  plied 
which  unlocks  the  profound  mysteries  of  nature.  But  of 
this  more  anon. 
Let  me  remark  in  the  passing,  that  while  Turrettine,  one 
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of  the  greatest  of  tlieologians,  failed,  as  wc  have  seen,  to 
find  ill  Scripture  tlie  faot  of  astronomic  construction.  La 
Place,  one  of  the  grcatcBt  of  the  astronomers,  iailed  in  ft 
manner  equally  signal  to  find  in  his  Rcicnce  the  &ct  of 
astronomic  authorship.  The  profound  Frenchman  (whom 
Sir  David  Brewster  well  characterizes  as  "  the  philosopher 
to  whom  jwsterity  will  probably  assign  tiic  place  next  to 
Newton  "},  by  demonstrating  that  certain  irregularities  in 
the  motion  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  which  had  been  sup- 
posed to  indicate  a  future  termination  to  the  whole,  were 
but  mere  oscillations,  subject  to  periodic  correction,  and 
indicative  of  no  such  termination  in  consequence,  demon- 
Btrattd  also  that,  from  all  that  appears,  the  present  astro- 
nomical movements  might  go  on  forever.  And  as  he  could 
find  in  tliu  solar  system  no  indications  of  an  end,  so  was  he 
unable,  he  said,  to  find  in  it  any  trace  of  a  beginning.  He 
failed  in  discovering  in  all  astronomy  tlie  fiict  of  authorship, 
jnst  as  TuiTcttine  had  filled  in  finding  in  all  Scripture  the 
£iL-t  of  astronomic  construction.  And  hero  lies,  I  am 
inclined  to  think,  the  true  line  between  revelation  and 
science,  —  aline  drawn  of  old  with  a  God-derived  precision, 
which  can  be  rightly  appreciated  neither  by  mere  theolo- 
gians like  TuiTettine,  nor  by  mcro  men  of  science  like  La 
Place,  but  which  is  notwithstanding  fraught  with  an  evi- 
dence direct  in  its  bearing  on  the  truth  of  Scripture.  That 
great  fiict,  moral  in  its  influence,  of  the  authorship  of  the 
heavens  and  cailh,  which  the  science  of  La  Place  failed  of 
itself  to  discover,  and  which  was  equally  unknown  to  the 
ancient  philosophers,  God  has  revealed.  It  is  "through 
Ciith  we  imderstand  that  the  worids  were  formed  by  the 
word  of  God,  so  that  things  which  are  seen  were  not  made 
of  things  which  do  appear."  And,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
great  truths,  pliysical  in  tlieir  bearing,  to  the  discovery  of 
which  science  is  fiilly  competent,  God  did  lHJtTe^W!^.,\fQ^.^sa. 
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them  to  be  developed  piecemeal  by  the  mias^sted  hmnaii 
feculties.  And  that  ability  of  nicely  drawing  the  lino 
between  the  two  classes  of  troths  in  a  very  remote  age  of 
the  world,  which  we  find  manifested  in  the  oldest  of  the 
Scriptnral  books,  I  must  regard  as  an  ability  which  could 
have  been  derived  only  through  inspiration,  and  from  God 
alone. 

Let  us,  however,  pursue  our  argument.  Questions  of 
geography,  such  as  those  entertained  by  the  theologians  of 
Salamanca,  must  be  tested,  we  conclude,  not  by  a  revelation 
never  intended  by  its  Divine  Author  to  teach  geography, 
but  by  the  findings  of  geogi'aphic  science.  Questions  in 
astronomy,  such  as  those  which  Turrettine  and  the  oppo- 
nents of  Galileo  entertained,  must  be  tried,  we  hold,  not  by 
a  revelation  never  intended  to  teach  astronomy,  but  by  the 
findings  of  astronomic  science.  But  how  deal,  I  next  ask, 
with  the  theologian  who  holds  that  geologic  fact  has  been 
revealed  to  him?  Geology  is  as  thoroughly  a  physical 
strienco  as  either  geography  or  astronomy.  Its  facts  ^re 
equally  capable  of  being  educed  and  established  by  the  un- 
assisted human  intellect.  It  seems  quite  as  unlikely  that 
it  should  have  been  made  a  special  subject  of  revelation,  in 
its  character  as  a  science,  as  either  of  these  sciences ;  or 
that  the  line  so  nicely  maintained  with  respect  to  thefn 
should  have  been  transgressed  with  regard  to  it.  In  short, 
in  order  satisfactorily  to  answer  our  query,  it  seems  but 
necessary  satisfactorily  to  answer  another,  namely.  What, 
in  this  special  department,  are  truth  and  fact  scientifically 
ascertained  ? 

There  are,  however,  certain  texts  that  appear  to  have  a 
more  direct  bearing  on  the  successive  periods  of  the  geolo- 
gist than  any  of  those  that  were  once  held  to  refer  to  the 
form  of  the  earth,  or  to  the  nature  of  the  heavenly  bodies, 
ore   now  believed   to   have  on  geography  or  astronomy. 
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Ko  one  DOW  holds  that  there  is  a  geography  revealed  in 
Scrijrturo,  or  regards  the  cavils  of  tlie  Salamanca  doctors 
as  otlier  thai)  mere  aberrations  of  the  human  mind.  Kor, 
nave  mayhap  in  the  darker  comers  of  the  Greek  and  Romish 
Churches,  are  there  men  in  the  present  day  who  bold  that 
there  is  a  revealed  astronomy.  The  texts  so  cooGdeutty 
quoted  by  Turrettine,  such  as  "  The  sun  also  arisetb  and 
tiic  sun  goetb  down,"  are  regarded  in  every  Protestant 
Church  as  simply  tautamoust,  in  their  bearmg  on  the  ques- 
tion at  issue,  to  the  "Sun  rises"  and  "Sun  sets"  of  tlie 
almanac.  But  while  the  Scriptures  do  not  reveal  the  form 
of  the  earth  or  the  motions  of  the  planets,  they  do  reveal 
the  tiict  that  the  miracle  of  creation  was  cficcted,  not  by  a 
single  act,  but  in  several  successive  acts.  And  it  is  with 
the  oi-ganisms  produced  by  successive  acts  of  creation,  and 
the  formations  deposited  during  the  periods  in  which  these 
acts  took  |>lacc,  that  the  geologist  is  called  on  by  his 
science  to  deal.  And  hence,  while  there  are  now  no 
attempts  made  to  reconcile  geographic  or  astronomic  feet 
with  the  Scripture  passages  which  refer,  in  the  language 
of  the  time,  to  the  glory  of  the  heavens  or  the  stability  of 
the  earth,  just  because  it  is  held  that  there  is  really  nothing 
geographic  or  astronomic  in  the  passages  to  conflict  with 
the  geographic  or  astronomic  facts,  we  still  seek  to  recondl« 
the  facts  of  geologic  science  with  what  is  termed  the  Mosaiq 
geology.  We  inquire  whether,  in  its  leading  features,  the 
Mosaic  docs  not  correspond  with  the  geologic  record;  and 
whether  the  days  of  the  retrospective  prophecy  of  creation 
are  to  be  regarded  as  coextensive  with  the  vast  periods  of 
the  geologist,  or  as  merely  representative  portions  of  them, 
or  as  literal  days  of  twenty-four  hours  each  ?  But  though 
wc  thus  seek  to  liarmouizo  the  two  records,  we  continue  to 
ix'gard  their  grounds  and  objects  as  entirely  different.  The 
object  of  geology  is  simply  the  elucidation  oElU^  VosXavj  -A 
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the  earth,  and  of  the  story  of  its  various  creations;  and  its 
grounds  are,  like  those  of  astronomy  or  geography,  or  of 
any  other  physical  science,  facts  and  inferences  scientificaUy 
determined  or  deduced;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
grounds  of  the  Mosaic  record  are  those  on  which  the  other 
»4criptures  rest,  and  which  have  been  so  well  laid  down  in 
what  we  may  term  the  higher  literature  of  the  "Evidences," 
wliile  Jit  least  some  of  its  objects,  —  for  who  shall  declare 
lliem  all  ?  —  seem  to  be,  first,  to  establish  the  all-important 
f.ict  of  the  Divine  authorship  of  the  universe,  and  to  sliow 
that  all  its  various  forces  are  not  self-existent,. but  owe  their 
origin  to  a  Great  First  Cause;  next,  to  exhibit  the  pro- 
gressive character  of  God's  workings,  —  a  character  which 
equally  a])pliert  to  liis  works  of  creation  and  providence; 
and,  in  the  third  }>lace,  to  furnish  a  basis  and  precedent,  in 
the  Divine  example,  for  that  institution  of  the  Sabbath 
which  bears  not  only  a  prophetic  reference  to  the  great 
dynasty  to  come,  —  last  of  all  the  dynasties,  and  of  which 
re-created  men  are  to  be  the  happy  subjects,  and  the  Divine 
3Ian  the  adorable  Monarch,  —  but  which  has  also  been 
specially  established  in  order  that  right  pre})aration  may  be 
made  for  the  terminal  state  which  it  svmbolizes  and  fore- 
shadows.  Here,  as  certainly  as  in  the  other  physical 
sciences,  the  lino  has  been  drawn  with  perfect  pre<*ision 
between  what  man  could  and  what  he  could  not  have 
known  of  himself.  What  he  could  have  known,  and  in 
l>art  already  knows,  is  geologic  science ;  what  in  all  proba- 
bility he  never  coulfl  have  known  is  the  fact  of  the  Divine 
authorship  of  the  universe,  and  the  true  nature  of  the 
institution  of  the  Sabbath,  as  a  time  of  preparation  for  tlie 
iiiial  state,  and  as  alike  representative  of  God's  workings  in 
llio  past,  and  of  his  eternally  predetermined  scheme  for  the 
future.  ''Is  it  not  certain,"  Socmtes  is  represented  as 
i;i(|uiring,  in  "  the  first  Alcibiades,"  of  his  gay  and  confident 
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pupil,  "  that  you  know  nothing  but  what  haa  been  told  you 
by  otliei-s,  or  what  you  have  found  out  for  yourself?" 
Tliere  is  at  once  exijuisite  simplicity  and  great  terseness  in 
thia  natural  division  of  the  only  modes  in  which  men  can 
acquire  knowledge ;  aiid  we  find  it  wonderfully  exemplified 
in  all  revelation.  Scnpture  draws  practically  a  broad  line 
between  tlic  two  modes ;  and  while  it  tells  man  all  that  is 
necessary  to  his  wan ta  and  welfare  as  a  religious  creature,  it 
does  not  communicate  to  him  a  single  scientific  fact  which 
he  is  competent  to  find  out  for  himsel£ 

About  ail  age  previous  to  the  times  of  Turrettine,  the 
danger  of  "  corriipling  philosophy  through  an  intermixed 
divinity"  was  admirably  shown  by  Bacon  in  his  "Novum 
Organum;"  and  the  line  indicated  was  exactly  what  we  ■ 
now  find  was  laid  down  of  old  with  such  predsion  in 
Scripture.  "To  deify  error  and  to  a<lore  Vain  things," 
said  the  groat  philosopher,  "may  bo  well  accounted  the 
plague  of  the  understanding.  Some  modem  men,  guilty 
of  much  levity,  have  so  indulged  this  vanity,  that  they 
have  essayed  to  find  natural  philosophy  in  the  firat  chapter 
of  Genesis,  the  Book  of  Job,  and  other  places  of  holy  writ, 
socking  the  living  among  the  dead.  Now  this  vanity  is  bo 
much  the  more  to  bo  checked  and  restrained,  because,  by 
unadvised  mixture  of  Divine  and  human  tilings,  not  only  a 
phantastieal  philosophy  is  produced,  but  also  an  heretical 
religion.  Tlierefore  it  is  safe  to  give  unto  Faith,  with  a 
sober  mind,  the  things  that  are  Faith's,"  The  passage, 
partially  quoted,  has  been  not  unfreqnently  misapplied,  as 
if  it  bore,  not  ag.iiust  theologians  such  as  Turrettine  and 
the  Franciscans,  but  against  tlieologians  such  as  Chalmers, 
Dr.  Bird  Sumner,  and  Dr.  Pye  Smith,  —  not  against  tho 
men  who  derive  a  fiilsc  science  from  Sciipture,  into  which 
God  never  introduced  natural  science  of  any  kind,  but 
against  the  men  who,  having  sought  and  aco^'iA.  \Visax 
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sdience  where  it  is  alone  to  be  found,  have  striven  to  bring 
Scripture,  in  the  misinterpreted  passages,  into  harmony 
with  its  findings.  Taken,  however,  as  a  whole,  its  true 
meaning  is  obvious.  It  is  the  men  who  have  "  essayed  to 
find  natural  philosophy"  positively  revealed  in  Genesis  and 
the  other  sacred  books,  —  not  the  men  who  have  merely 
jshown  that  there  is  nothing  in  Scripture  which  conflicts 
with  the  natural  philosophy  legitimately  found  elsewhere, — 
that  are  obnoxious  to  the  censure  conveyed  in  the  remark. 
It  is  they  only,  and  not  the  others,  that  are  ^^phantastical'*'* 
in  their  philosophy  and  ^^  heretical  ^^  in  their  religion.  I 
say  heretical  in  their  religion.  The  Ptolemaic  doctrine 
which  ascribed  to  the  earth  a  central  place  in  the  universe 
was  only  scientifically  false,  whereas  the  same  doctrine  in 
Turrettine  and  the  Fi^anciscans,  from  the  circumstance  that 
they  pledged  the  Scripture  to  its  falsity,  and  professed  to  de- 
rive it  direct  from  revelation,  was  not  only  scientifically  false, 
but  a  heresy  to  boot.  And,  in  like  manner,  it  is  the  class 
who  term  themselves  the  "Mosaic  geologists," — men  such 
as  the  Granville  Penns,  Moses  Stewarts,  Eleazar  Lords, 
Dean  Cockbums,  and  Peter  Macfarlanes,  —  who  essay  to 
"  find  natural  philosophy  in  the  first  chapter  of  Genesis," 
and  that  too  a  demonstrably  false  natural  philosophy,  who 
are  obnoxious  to  the  Baconian  censure  now.  No  true 
geologist  ever  professes  to  deduce  his  geology  from  Scrip- 
ture. It  is  from  the  earth's  crust,  with  its  numerous 
systems,  always  invariable  in  their  order,  and  its  successive 
groups  of  fossil  remains,  always  (in  accordance  with  their 
place  and  age)  of  a  certain  determinable  character,  —  not 
in  a  revelation  never  intended  by  its  Divine  Author  to 
teach  any  natural  science  as  such,  —  that  he  derives  the 
materials  with  which  he  builds.  Had  there  been  no  Divine 
Revelation,  geology  would  be  as  certainly  what  it  now  is 
aa  either  geography  or  astYowomy.    That  it  comes  in  the 
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present  time  more  in  contact  with  revealed  trath  than 
either  of  these  sciences,  is,  as  I  have  shown,  merely  a 
consequence  of  the  &ct  that  there  is  a  history  given  in  the 
opening  passives  of  Scripture,  for  &r  other  than  geological 
purposes,  of  the  authorship  of  the  heavens  and  earth,  and 
of  the  succeeuve  stages  of  creation ;  and  further,  from  the 
circumstance  that,  from  variona  motives,  men  are  ever  and 
anon  inquiring  how  the  geologic  agrees  with  the  Scriptural 
record.  It  may  be  well  here  to  remind  the  anti-geologists, 
in  connection  with  this  part  of  my  subject,  of  what  at  the 
utmost  they  may  hope  to  accomplish.  Judging  from  all  I 
have  yet  seen  of  their  writings,  they  seem  to  be  as  certainly 
impressed  by  the  belief  that  they  are  settling  teztnally  the 
geologic  question  of  the  world's  antiquity,  as  the  doctors  ■ 
of  Salamanca  held  that  they  were  settling  textually  the 
question  of  the  world's  form ;  or  Turrettino  and  the  Fran- 
dacanB,  that  they  were  settling  textually  the  question  of 
the  world's  motion,  or  rather  want  of  motion.  But  the 
mistake  is  quite  as  gross  in  their  case  as  in  that  of  Tnrret- 
tine  and  the  doctors.  Geology  rests  on  a  broad,  ever 
estending  baMs  of  evidence,  wholly  independent  of  the 
revelation  on  which  they  profess,  very  unintelligently,  in 
all  the  instances  I  have  yet  known,  to  foond  their  objec- 
tions. What  they  need  at  most  promise  themselves  is,  to 
defeat  those  attempts  to  reconcile  the  two  records  which 
are  made  by  geologists  who  respect  and  believe  the  Scrip- 
ture testimony,  —  not  a  very  laudable  feat,  even  could  it  be 
ficcomplinhed,  and  certainly  worthy  of  being  made  rather  a 
snbject  of  condolence  than  of  congratulation.  And  though, 
of  course,  men  should  pursue  the  truth  simply  for  its  own 
sake,  and  independently  either  of  the  consequences  which 
it  may  be  found  to  involve,  or  of  the  company  with  which 
it  may  bring  them  acquunted,  the  anti-geologists  might 
bo  worse  employed  than  in  scaaninf^  t.K«  tJctaxw^SAt  «sA. 


aims  of  the  associates  with  whom  lihey  virtually  league 
themselves  when  they  declare  war  against  the  Christian 
geologist. 

There  are  three  different  parties  in  the  field,  either  di- 
rectly opiK)sed,  or  at  least  little  friendly,  to  the  men  who 
honestly  attempt  reconciling  the  Mosaic  with  the  geologic 
record.  First,  there  are  the  anti-geologists,  —  men  who 
hold  that  geological  questions  are  to  be  settled  now  as  the 
Franciscans  contemporary  with  Galileo  held  that  astronomi- 
cal questions  were  to  be  settled  in  the  seventeenth  century, 
or  as  the  doctors  of  Salamanca  contemporary  with  Columbus 
held  that  geographic  questions  were  to  be  settled  in  the 
fifteenth.  And  thef/  believe  that  geology,  .as  interprete<l 
by  the  geologists,  is  entirely  false,  because,  as  they  think, 
irreconcilable  with  Scripture ;  further,  that  our  planet  ha<l 
no  existence  some  seven  or  eight  thousand  years  ago, — 
that  the  apparent  antiquity  of  the  various  sedimentary 
systems  and  organic  groups  of  the  earth's  crust  is  wholly 
illusive,  —  and  that  the  very  oldest  of  them  cannot  be  more 
than  a  few  days  older  than  the  human  period.  In  fine, 
just  as  it  was  held  two  centuries  ago  by  Turrettine  and 
the  Franciscans,  that  the  Bible  as  interpreted  by  thetn  was 
the  only  legitimate  authority  in  astronomic  questions,  so 
this  class  now  hold  that  the  Bible  as  interpreted  by  thetn  is 
the  only  legitimate  authority  in  geologic  questions;  and 
further,  that  the  Bible  being,  as  they  contend,  wholly 
opposed  to  the  deductions  of  the  geologist,  these  deduc^ 
tions  must  of  necessity  be  erroneous.  Next,  there  is  a 
class,  more  largely  represented  in  society  than  in  literatare, 
who,  looking  at  the  general  bearings  of  the  question,  the 
character  and  standing  of  the  geologists,  and  the  sublime 
nature  of  their  discoveries,  believe  that  geology  ranks  as 
certainly  among  the  sciences  as  astronomy  itself;  but  Who, 
little  in  earnest  in  their  religion,  are  quite  ready  enough, 
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when  they  find  theolo^ans  aeserting  the  irreconcilability 
of  tlio  geologic  doctrines  with  those  of  Scripture,  to  believe 
tliem ;  nay,  not  only  so,  but  to  repeat  the  assertion.  It  is 
not  fashionable  in  the  present  age  openly  to  avow  infidelity, 
save  mayhap  in  some  modified  rationalistic  or  pantheistic 
form ;  but  in  no  age  did  the  thing  itself  exist  more  exten- 
sively; and  the  ntunber  of  individuals  is  very  great  who, 
while  they  profess  an  outward  respect  for  revelation,  have 
no  serious  quarrel  with  the  class  who,  in  their  blind  zeal  in 
its  behalf,  are  in  reality  imdemiining  its  foundations,  l^fx 
are  there  avowed  infidels  awanting  who  also  make  common 
oause  with  the  party  so  &r  as  to  assert  that  the  results  rf 
geologic  discovery  conflict  irrecondlably  with  the  Mosaic 
account  of  creation.  But  there  is  yet  another  class,  com- 
posed of  respectable  and  able  men,  who,  from  the  natural 
influence  of  their  acquirements  and  talents,  are  perhaps 
more  dangerous  allies  still,  and  whom  we  find  represented 
by  writers  such  as  Mr.  Babbage  and  the  Rev.  Baden 
Powell.  It  is  held  by  both  those  accomplished  men,  that 
it  is  in  vain  to  attempt  reconciling  the  Mosaic  writings 
with  the  geologic  discoveries ;  both  are  intimately  ao- 
quaintcd  with  the  evidence  adduced  by  the  geologist,  and 
cnteitain  no  doubt  whatever  regarding  what  it  establishes; 
but  though  in  the  main  friendly  to  at  least  the  moral 
sanctions  of  the  New  Testament,  both  virtually  set  adde 
the  Mosaic  cosmogony ;  the  one  (Mr.  Babbage)  on  the 
professed  grounds  that  we  really  cannot  arrive  with  any 
certwnty  at  the  meaning  of  that  old  Hebrew  introduction 
to  theScripturcsin  which  the  genesis  of  things  is  described; 
and  the  other  {Mr.  Powell)' on  the  assumption  that  that 
introduction  is  but  a  more  picturesque  myth  or  paraUe,  as 
little  scientifically  true  as  the  parables  of  our  Saviour  or  of 
NatSan  the  seer  are  historically  so.  Now,  I  cannot  think 
that  the  anti-goologists  are  quite  in  the^\oR»iai.Ni\as3ft.'&i.«^ 
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either  onght  or  intend  to  be  when  engaged  virtoallj  in 
making  common  cause  with  either  of  these  latter  classes.* 
Be  this  as  it  may,  however,  it  may  be  not  uninstructive, 
and  perhaps  not  wholly  unamnsing,  to  examine  what  the 
claims  really  are  of  some  of  our  later  anti-geologists  to  be 
recognized  as  the  legitimate  and  qualified  censors  of  geolo- 
gic &ct  or  inference.  It  will  be  seen,  that  in  the  passage 
which  I  have  quoted  from  Turrettine,  the  theologian,  in 
three  of  his  five  divisions,  restricts  himself  to  the  theologic 
province,  and  that  when  in  his  own  proper  sphere  even  his 
errors  are  respectable;  but  that  in  the  two  concluding 
divisions  he  passes  into  the  province  of  the  natural  philoso- 
pher, and  that  there  his  respectability  ceases  for  the  time, 
and  he  becomes  eminently  ridiculous.  The  anti-geologists, 
—  men  of  considerably  smaller  calibre  than  the  massive 
Dutch  divine  of  the  seventeenth  century,  —  also  enter  into 
a  field  not  their  own.  Passing  from  the  theologic  prov- 
ince, they  obtrude  into  that  of  the  geologist,  and  settle 

*  The  very  different  terms  which  Mr.  Powell  employs  in  characterizing 
the  anti-geologists,  f^m  those  which  he  makes  use  of  in  denouncing  the 
men  honestly  bent  on  reconciling  the  enunciations  of  revelation  with  the 
findings  of  geologic  science, — a  class  which  included  in  the  past,  divines 
snch  as  Cimlmcrs,  Buckland,  and  Pye  Smith,  and  comprises  divines  such 
as  Hitchcock  and  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  now, — is  worthy  of  being 
noted.  In  two  sermons,  "  Christianity  without  Judaism,"  written  by  this 
clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England,  to  show  that  all  days  of  the  week 
are  alike,  and  the  Christian  Sabbath  a  mere  blunder,  I  find  the  following 
passage :  — "  Some  divines  have  consistently  rejected  all  geology  and  all 
science  as  profane  and  carnal;  and  some  even,  when  pretending  to  call 
themselves  men  of  science,  have  stooped  to  the  miserable  policy  of  tam- 
pering with  the  truth,  investing  the  real  facts  in  false  disguises,  to  cringe 
to  the  prejudices  of  the  many,  and  to  pervert  science  into  a  seeming  ac- 
cordance with  popular  prepossessions."  I  cannot  believe  that  this  will  be 
regarded  as  justifiable  language :  it  seems  scarce  worthy  of  a  man  of 
Hcience  ;  and  will,  I  fear,  only  be  accepted  as  good  in  evidence  that  the 
fditim  theologictan  is  not  restricted  to  what  is  tenned  the  orthodox  side  of 
tlieCbarch. 
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aguDst  him,  apparently  after  a  few  imnntes'  consideratioD, 
or  as  mere  apecial  pleaders,  questionB  on  which  he  has  been 
concentrating  the  patient  study  and  directing  the  laborions 
explorations  of  years.  And  an  exhibition  by  specimen  of 
the  nonsense  to  which  they  have  in  this  way  committed 
themselves  in  their  haste,  may  not  be  wholly  uninstrnctive. 
But  I  must  defer  the  display  till  another  evening.  I  shall 
do  them  no  injustice;  but  I  trust  it  will  be  foi^ven  me 
should  I  exhibit,  as  they  have  exhibited  themselves,  a  class 
of  writers  to  whose  assaults  I  have  submitted  for  the  last 
fourteen  years  without  provocation  and  without  reply. 


LECTURE  TENTH. 

THE  GEOLOGY  OF  THE  ANTI-OE0L00IST8. 

It  has  been  well  remarked,  that  that  writer  would 
be  equally  in  danger  of  error  who  wonld  assign  yery  ab- 
struse motives  for  the  conduct  of  great  bodies  of  men,  or 
very  obvious  causes  for  the  great  phenomena  of  nature. 
The  motives  of  the  masses,  —  on  a  level  always  with  the 
average  comprehension,  —  are  never  abstruse;  the  causes 
of  the  phenomena,  on  the  other  hand,  are  never  obvious. 
And  when  these  last  arc  hastily  sought  after,  not  from  any 
devotion  to  scientific  truth,  or  any  genuine  love  of  it,  but 
for  some  purpose  of  controversy,  we  may  receive  it  as  a 
sure  and  certain  fact  that  they  will  not  be  found.  Some 
mere  plausibility  will  be  produced  instead,  bearing  on  its 
front  an  obviousness  favorable  mayhap  to  its  reception  for 
the  time  by  the  vulgar,  but  in  reality  fatal  to  its  claims  in 
the  estimate  of  all  deep  thinkers ;  while  truth  will  mean- 
while lie  concealed  far  below,  in  the  bottom  of  her  well, 
imtil  i)atiently  solicited  forth  by  some  previously  un thought 
of  process,  in  the  character  of  some  wholly  imanticipat^^d 
result.  Such,  in  the  history  of  science,  has  been  the  course 
and  character  of  error  ^n  the  one  hand,  and  of  actual  dis- 
covery on  the  other :  the  error  has  been  always  compara- 
tively  obvious,  —  the  discovery  unexpected  and  abstruse. 
And  as  men  descend  in  the  scale  of  accomplishment  or 
intellect,  a  nearer  and  yet  nearer  approximation  takes  place 
between    their   conceptions  of  the   causes  of  the   occult 
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i  of  nature,  and  the  coiumoQ  and  obvious  motives 
which  influence  large  masses  of  their  fellows  f  until  at 
length  the  sublime  contrivances  of  the  universe  sink,  In 
their  interpretation  of  them,  into  the  dumsy  expedients  of 
a  bungling  mechanism. 

Tested  by  their  reading  of  the  phenomena  on  this  prin* 
ciple,  we  find  curious  gradations  between  the  higher  and 
the  humble  orders  of  minds.  The  vortices  of  Descartes, 
for  inetance,  involve  but  a  simple  idea,  that  might  have 
been  struck  out  by  almost  any  individual  of  a  tolerably 
lively  fancy,  who  had  walked  by  the  side  of  a  winding 
river,  and  seen  sticks  and  straws  revolving  in  its  eddies. 
But  DO  fancy,  however  active,  or  no  reach  of  mere  com- 
mon sense,  however  respectable,  could  have  originated,  or 
conducted  to  a  snccessful  conclusion,  that  profound  con- 
templation into  which  Kewton  fell  in  the  garden  of  Wools- 
thorpe,  when  he  saw  the  loosened  apple  drop  from  the 
tree,  and  succeeded  in  demonstrating  that  the  planets  are 
retained  in  their  orbits  by  the  same  law  which  impels  a 
falling  pebble  towards  the  ground.  So  little  obvious,  in- 
deed, was  the  Newtonian  scheme,  that  most  of  the  con- 
temporary generation  of  philosophers,  —  some  of  them, 
such  as  Fontenelle  and  his  brother  academicians  of  France, 
men  of  no  mean  standing,  —  died  rejecting  it.  And  the 
objections  of  Turrettine  to  the  motion  of  the  earth  on  its 
axis  are,  we  find,  still  more  obvious  than  even  the  idea  of 
the  vortices.  It  does  at  first  seem  natural  enough  to  sup- 
pose, that  if  the  earth's  surfiice  be  speeding  eastwards  at 
the  rate  of  several  hundred  miles  in  the  hour  (a  thous,ind 
miles  at  the  ec|uator),  the  birds  which  flutter  over  it  should 
be  somewhat  in  danger  of  being  left  behind;  and  that 
atoms  and  down  flakes  floating  in  the  atmosphere  in  a  time 
of  calm,  instead  of  appearing,  as  they  often  do,  either  in  a 
state  of  rest,  or  moving  with  equal  H'cedonx  m  6Nei^  Swvvi- 
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tion,  ought  to  be  seen  hurrying  westwards,  as  if  puffed  by 
the  breath  of  a  tornado.  Such  an  objection  must  for  a 
time  have  appeared  as  just  as  it  seems  obvious,  especially 
in  one's  study  on  a  Saturday  night,  with  much  of  one's  lec- 
ture still  to  write,  and  the  Sabbath  too  near  to  permit  of 
verification  or  experiment.  Fontenelle,  however,  though 
he  could  not  get  over  the  difficulty  of  conceiving  how  the 
same  gravitation  which  made  a  stone  &11  also  kept  the 
moon  in  its  place,  fairly  surmounted  that  which  puzzled 
Turrettine ;  and  in  his  "  Plurality  of  Worlds,"  —  a  publi- 
cation of  the  same  age  as  the  "  Compendium  Theologica,** 
—  he  makes  his  Marchioness  surmount  it  too.  "*But  I 
have  a  difficulty  to  solve,'  he  represents  the  lady  as  saying, 
'and  you  must  be  serious.  As  the  earth  moves,  the  air 
changes  every  moment ;  so  we  breathe  the  air  of  another 
country.'  'Not  at  all,'  replied  I;  'for  the  air  which  encom- 
passes the  earth  follows  with  us,  and  turns  with  us.  Have 
you  not  seen  the  labors  of  the  silkworm?  The  shell  or 
cocoon  which  it  weaves  around  itself  with  so  much  art  is 
of  a  down  very  loose  and  sofl ;  and  so  the  earth,  which  is 
solid,  is  covered,  from  the  surface  twenty  leagues  upwards, 
with  a  kind  of  down,  which  is  the  air,  and,  like  the  shell  of 
the  silkworm,  turns  along  with  it.'"  Even  Turrettine, 
however,  was  as  far  in  advance  of  some  of  our  contemners 
of  science  in  the  present  day,  as  Fontenelle  was  in  advance 
of  TniTettine,  or  Newton  in  advance  of  Fontenelle.  The 
old  theologian  could  scarce  have  held,  with  a  living  ecclesi- 
astic of  the  Romish  Church  in  Ireland,  Father  CuUen,  that 
the  sun  is  possibly  only  a  fathom  in  diameter;  or  have 
asserted  with  a  most  Protestant  lecturer  who  addressed  an 
audience  in  Edinburgh  little  more  than  three  years  ago, 
that,  though  God  created  all  the  wild  animals,  it  was  the 
devil  who  made  the  flesh-eaters  among  them  fierce  and  car- 
nivorous ;  and,  of  course,  shortened  their  bowels,  length- 
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encd  their  tcctli,  and  Btuck  formidable  claws  into  the  point!! 
of  tlieir  digits.*  Further,  the  error  of  Tiirrettine  was  but 
that  of  hia  age,  whereas  our  modem  decriers  of  scientific 
foot  and  inference  are  always  men  greatly  in  the  rear  of 
theirs,  and  as  far  inferior  to  the  ancient  assertory  of  the  same 
errors  as  the  few  untutored  peasants  and  fishermen  of  our 
own'time,  located  in  remote  parts  oi'  the  country,  who  still 
retain  the  old  faith  in  witchcraft,  arc  inferior  to  the  great 
lawyers,  poets,  and  divines,  —  the  Fairfiixcs,  Henry  Slores, 
Judge  Haleses,  and  Sir  George  Mackenzics,  —  who  in  the 
seventeenth  century  entertained  a  »milar  belief.  And  so  it 
may  seem  somewhat  idle  worlc  to  take  any  pains  in  "  scat- 
tering" such  a  "rear  of  darkness  thin"  as  this  tbrloi-n  pha- 
lanx  composes.  "  Let  them  alone,"  said  a  lunatic  in  the 
lucid  fit,  to  a  soldier  who  had  told  him,  when  asked  why 
be  carried  a  sword,  that  it  was  to  kill  his  enemies,  —  "  let 
them  alone,  and  they  will  all  die  of  themselves."  But 
though  very  intionsiderable,  there  is  a  comparatively  large 
proportion  of  the  class  perilously  posted,  on  both  sides  of 
the  Atlantic,  in  what  used  to  be  termed  of  old  in  Scotland 

*  The  gentlemen  bcre  Tcfbrred  to  lectured  no  later  than  Octol>er,  18S3, 
against  the  doctrioei  or  the  geologliti ;  and  modestly  choM  aa  the  scene 
of  bit  labors  the  ctty  of  Haltoa  and  PlayfUr.  What  he  set  himself 
epecittlly  to  "demonatrew"  was,  as  he  said, that  the  geologic  "theories  as 
to  antEqaltf  of  the  earth,  aacccsslre  erai,  £« .,  were  not  only  ralludons  and 
nnphllOBophlcal,  but  rendered  nngatoiy  the  aatborlty  of  (he  gacrcd  Scrip. 
tuea."  Not  only,  however,  did  he  exert  himself  in  demolishing  the  geol- 
ogists as  infldel,  but  ho  denounced  also  as  ansonnd  the  theology  of  good 
old  Isaac  Watts.    The  lines  tangbtns  In  one  inf^cy, —  , 

"  Let  dogs  ddigbt  to  bark  and  bits, 

were,  he  remarked,  decidedly  heterodox.  They  ought  to  have  nm  in. 
stead,— 

"  Let  does  delight  to  bark  sod  blt«, 
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"the  chair  of  verity;"  and  there  they  sometimes  succeed 
in  doing  hann,  all  unwittingly,  not  to  the  science  which 
they  oppose,  but  to  the  religion  which  they  profess  to 
defend.  I  was  not  a  little  struck  lately  by  finding  in  a 
religious  periodical  of  the  United  States,  a  worthy  Episco- 
palian clergyman  bitteriy  complaining,  that  whenever  his 
sense  of  duty  led  him  to  denounce  from  his  pulpit  the 
gross  infidelity  of  modem  geology,  he  could  see  an  unbe- 
lieving grin  rising  on  the  faces  of  not  a  few  of  his  congre- 
gation. Alas!  who  can  doubt  that  such  ecclesiastics  as 
this  good  clergyman  must  virtually  be  powerful  preachers 
on  the  skeptical  side,  to  all  among  their  people  who,  with 
intelligence  enough  to  appreciate  the  geologic  evidence, 
are  still  unsettled  in  their  minds  respecting  that  of  the 
Christian  faith.  And  so  on  this  consideration  alone  it  may 
be  found  not  uninstructivc  to  devote  the  address  of  the 
present  evening  to  an  exposure  of  the  errors  and  nonsense 
of  our  modem  anti-geologists,  —  the  true  successors  and 
representatives,  in  the  passing  age,  of  the  Franciscan  and 
Salamanca  doctors  of  the  fifteenth  and  seventeenth  cen- 
turies. 

Let  me  first  remark,  that  no  one  need  expect  to  be  origi- 
nal simply  by  being  absurd.  There  is  a  cycle  in  nonsense, 
as  ceilaiiily  as  in  opinion  of  a  more  solid  kind,  which  ever 
and  anon  brings  back  the  delusions  and  errors  of  an  earlier 
time :  the  follies  of  the  present  day  are  transcripts,  imwit- 
tingly  produced,  and  with  of  course  a  few  variations,  of 
follies  which  existed  centuries  ago ;  and  it  seems  to  be  on 
this  principle,  —  a  consequence,  mayhap,  of  the  limited 
range  of  the  human  mind,  not  only  in  its  elucidations  of 
truth,  but  also  in  its  forms  of  error,  —  that  scarce  an  ex- 
planation of  geologic  phenomena  has  been  given  by  the 
anti-geologists  of  our  o\\ti  times,  that  was  not  anticipated 
by  writers  of  tb©  «xleenl\i  axvd  seventeenth  centuries.     It 
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was  held,  for  instance,  —  in  opposition  to  the  great  painter, 
Leonardo  da  Vinci,  who  flourished,  early  in  the  eixtcentli 
contury,  and  was  one  of  the  first  who,  after  the  revival  of 
l(.'arning,  asserted  the  true  character  of  organic  remains,' — 
that  fossils  were  formed  iu  the  rocks  through  the  plsnetary 
influences,  or  a  certain  plastic  force  in  nature,  and  had 
never  entered  into  the  compo^tion  of  living  creaturee  or 
plants.  And  this  view  obt^ned  very  generally  till  about 
the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century,  when,  save  for.  a 
brief  space  long  after,  in  the  times  of  Voltaire,  it  ceased 
to  be  regarded  as  any  longer  tenable.  Curiously  enough, 
however,  it  was  virtually  reproduced  by  one  of  the  extant 
anti-gcologisU,  —  n  clergyman  of  the  English  Church, — 
only  three  years  ago,  in  a  publication  written,  h«  says,  to 
counteract  "the  immense  mischief  occa^oned  by  Uie  infidel 
works  of  geologists,  especially  among  Ifie  lower  classes," 
and  which  he  has  termed  "a  brief  and  c<»nplete  refuta- 
tion" of  their  "anti-scriptural  theory."*  "Fosals,"  says 
this  oonragoous  writer,  "were  not  necessarily  animated 
stmctures : "  some  of  them  were  in  all  probability  "  formed 
of  stone  from  the  very  first ; "  others,  of  inanimate  flesh 
and  bone.  "The  mammoth  found  under  the  ice  in  ftrctio 
regions  had  not  necessarily  been  a  living  creature:  it  was 
created  imder  the  ice,  and  then  preserved  in  that  peculiar 
form  of  preser^'ation,  instead  of  being  transmuted  into 
stone,  like  the  rest  of  its  class."  Such  was  the  state  of 
keeping  of  this  femous  mammoth,  when  discovered  a  little 
ere  the  beginning  of  the  present  century,  that,  as  I  bad 
occi^on  formerly  to  remark,  dogs  and  bears  fed  upon  its 
flesh;  and  its  bones,  and  part  of  its  skin,  covered  with 
long  red  hair,  are  now  in  the  museum  of  Petersburg.    But 

*  "A  Brief  and  Complete  ReHitBtion  of  the  Anti-Scriptural  Theory  of 
Gcologieid."  By  a  Clergymui  of  the  Chnrch  of  England.  Londno.'. 
War'Jieim  &  Hacintonti.    18S3. 
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there  is  no  evidence  whatever,  according  to  this  writer, 
that  it  had  ever  been  a  living  creature :  it  was  simply  a 
created  carcass.     All  organisms  are,  he  holds,  models  or 
archetypes,  fashioned  during  the  first  day  in  the  depths 
of  chaos,  to  typify  or  foreshadow  the  living  plants  and 
animals  that  were  to  be  called  into  existence  a  few  days 
later.    *'  What,"  he  asks,  "  do  the  cocoarnuts,  melons,  and 
gourds,  which  have  been  found  in  the  strata,  show,  but 
that  the  vegetable  had  its  perfect  archetype  in  chaos  as 
well  as  the  animal  ?  "    Nay,  further,  the  geologist  has  but 
got  into  the  apartment  in  which  the  original  architect 
stored  up  his  plans  and  models,  —  many  of  them,   how- 
ever, rejected  ones.    For  "  though  every  animal  is  formed 
after  his  archetype,"  we  find  him  saying,  "the  converse 
is  not  true,  that  every  chaotic  structure  is  represented  by 
its  living  facsimiled      But  they  typify,  if  not  living  or- 
ganisms, much  more  important  things,  —  "  they  represent," 
says  our  writer,  "  the  land  of  the  shadow  of  death ; "  and 
the  strata  containing  them,  which  geologists  have  opened, 
are  symbolical  of  the  "  gates  of  death."     "The  state  of 
preservation  in  which  most  fossils  are,  instead  of  having 
mouldered  away,  foreshadows  immortality.     The  grada- 
tion, too,  fi*om  the  organisms  whose  types  are  said  to  be 
lost  or  destroyed,  and  confused  in  innumerable  heaps,  up 
to  the  perfect  and  complete  specimen,  is  no  fanciful  rep- 
resentation of  the  resurrection;  while  the  isolated  bones 
and  parts  of  skeletons  which,  though  found  fiir  apart,  as 
they  were  created,  have  been  fitted  together  by  the  skill 
of  the  accomplished  anatomist,  give  assurance  of  the  fiu^ 
that  our  scattered  dust — our  membra  di^ecta — shall  come 
together  at  the  sound  of  the  last  trump."     And  this  is 
"geology  on  Scripture  principles,"  soberly  expounded  by  a 
man  who  respects  fiicts,  while  he  gives  no  place  to  fimcy. 
The  ^^  English  cleTgymaa"  then,  ^oes  on  to  show  in  his 
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pamphlet,  that  the  Coal  Measures  fbmish  no  evidence  of 
the  earth's  antiquity.  They  were  formed,  he  says,  by  the 
finger  of  the  Creator,  "immediately  and  at  once.  A  car- 
boniferous tree  of  gigantic  size  has  been  discovered,"  he 
odds,  "in  the  interior  of  the  earth,  of  such  a  shape  as 
entirely  to  prove  the  absurdity  of  a  theory  [that  of  the 
earth's  antiquity]  which  has  not  a  single  valid  argument  to 
support  it.  It  is  described  as  having  its  tnmk  rising  from 
the  earth  perpendicularly  ten  feet,  and  then  bending  over 
and  extending  horizontally  sixty  feet.  Now,  what  living 
tree  thus  lopsided  could  support  such  a  weight  Ic  such  a 
direction  ?  It  seems  to  have  been  created  on  purpose  to 
eileiice  the  hobkid  blasphemies  of  geologists ;  for  it  proves 
to  a  demonstration,  tliat  the  upper,  netber,  and  surrounding 
matter  came  into  existence  with  it  at  the  same  instant ;  for 
how  else  could  it  have  been  preseired  in  such  a  positionP" 
The  triumph  secured  by  the  carboniferous  tree,  however, — 
though  it  does  not  Rcem  wholly  impossible  that  a  tree 
might  in  any  age  of  the  world  have  been  broken  over  some 
ten  feet  from  its  root,  and  bent  in  a  horizontal  position,  <^ 
seems  in  some  danger  of  being  neutralised,  as  we  read  on, 
by  the  circumstance  that  geologists  find  not  unfreqnently, 
among  tlieir  fossils,  the  dung  of  the  carnivorous  vertebrates, 
charged  in  many  instances  with  the  teeth,  bones,  and  scales 
of  the  creatures  on  which  they'had  preyed,  and  strongly 
impressed,  in  at  least  the  coprolites  of  the  larger  Paleozoio 
ganoids,  and  of  the  enaliosours  of  the  Secondary  period,  by 
the  screw-like  marlcings  of  a  spiral  intestine,  similar  in  form 
to  that  now  exemplified  by  the  sharks  and  rays.  And  in 
maintaining  his  hypothesis  that  most  fossils  are  mere  archet 
types — mere  plans  or  models  —  of  existences  to  be,  the 
archetypal  dung  proves  rather  a  stumbling-block,  and  the 
English  clergyman  waxes  excee^gly  wroth  against  the 
geologists.    "We  cannot,"  he  says,  "be\i«ve Vtt.ww3B."i3tt(ii^ 
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as  coprolites.  They  are  only  a  cations  form  of  matter 
Commanded  by  Hira  who  has  made  the  flower  to  assume 
all  shapes  as  well  as  all  hues.  He  who  wonld  not  allow  so 
much  as  a  tool  to  be  lifted  up  on  the  stones  that'composed 
his  altar,  would  certainly  not  allow  the  work  of  animals  to 
compose  his  creation,  much  less,  then,  their  dung.  The 
geological  assertion  that  the  Creator  of  this  world  formed 
it  in  some  parts  of  coprolites  savors  very  much  of  Satan  or 
Beelzebub,  the  god  of  dung.  Geologists  could  scarcely 
have  made  a  more  unfortunate  self-refuting  assertion  than 
this."  I  question,  however,  whether  the  clergyman  does 
well  to  be  angry  with  the  geologists  here.  That  fossils  are 
mere  models  and  archetyi)es,  is  his  hypothesis,  not  theirs; 
and  so  it  is  he  himself  who  is  answerable,  not  they,  for 
what  he  deems  the  impiety  of  the  archetypal  dung.  His 
next  statement  is  of  a  kind  suited  somewhat  to  astonish 
the  practical  geologist.  "J^  is  the  constant  lang^uage  of 
geologlsts^^^  he  says,  in  giving  the  result  of  their  discoveries, 
*Uhat  no  young  have  been  found! !!  while  the  larger  fossils 
have  been  detected  isolated,  or  in  the  company  of  others, 
all  diifering  in  kind."  "Archetypal  resemblances  of  ova 
have  been  found,  and  such  things  as  moths  ^  but  these  are 
distinct  and  perfect  in  their  kind.  The  occurrence  of  the 
young,  which  are  imperfect,  is  a  fact  which  has  not  been, 
and  never  can  be,  established;  therefore  it  never  can  he 
proved  that  this  world  has  had  a  longer  existetice  than  six 
thousand  years^  It  is  "  the  constant  language  of  geolo- 
gists" that  "no  young  have  been  found"  in  the  fossil  state. 
Amazing  assertion!  "Therefore  it  never  can  be  proved 
that  this  world  has  had  a  longer  existence  than  six  thou- 
sand years."  Astonishing  inference !  There  is  not  a  tyro 
in  geology  who  ever  looked  over  a  set  of  fossUs,  or  ever 
spent  an  hour  in  exploring  a  fossiliferous  deposit,  who  does 
not  Imow  that  the  temsaivs  o^  ot^^w^xc^  In  every  stage  of 
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growth  rosy  be  foand  lying  side  by  side  in  tlie  same  bed,  -^ 
that  almost  every  muaeum  containa  ita  aeries  of  mollnscs, 
crustaceans,  fishes,  and  corals,  formed  to  illustrate  species 
in  their  Various  atagea  of  growth, — that,  in  espedal,  among 
the  ammonites  of  the  Secondary  ages,  and  the  trilobitcs 
of  the  Palaiozoio  ones,  these  series  have  been  made  with 
great  care,  in  order  to  prevent  the  erroneous  multiplication 
of  species,  —  and  that,  in  short,  every  richly  fosdliferoas 
stratum  in  the  earth's  crust  repeats  the  lesson  so  often 
deduced  from  our  churchyards,  where  graves  of  all  sizes, 
from  that  of  the  intitnt  of  a  day  to  that  of  the  aged  adult, 
may  be  found  lying  side  by  side.  What  the  English 
clergyman  represents  as  "  the  constant  language  of  geolo 
gists,"  is  a  language  which  no  geologist  ever  yet  nsed,  or 
e^er  will.  And  his  inference  is  in  every  way  worthy  of 
his  promises.  The  flourish  with  which  he  concludes  hia 
pamphlet  would  be  infinitely  amnsing  had  his  language 
been  just  a  little  less  solemn.  "The  writer  of  the  above 
reniai'ks  has  felt  it  hia  duty,"  we  find  him  saying,  "to 
publish  them,  not  only  to  refute  the  arguments  of  the  vain 
and  puffed-up  geologist,  who  fancies  himself  wiser  than 
God,  but  also  to  pi-event,  by  God's  blessing,  the  evil  that 
must  ensue  from  tampering  with  the  sacred  text.  And 
now,  what  has  Satan  to  say?  Why,  the  Tabi-bs  arb 
TURNED.  Let  men  beware.  Why  did  not  the  British 
Association,  at  their  twent3--third  meeting,  in  September, 
1853,  acknowledge  their  error  as  a  body,  in  applauding  so 
loudly  the  assertion  of  one  of  their  geological  members  at  a 
prcvions  meeting,  that  this  earth  existed  ages  before  man? 
They  may  now  have  the  satbfactlon  of  thinking  that,  in 
spite  of  themselves,  those  impious  plaudits  have  been  turned 
by  the  wrath  of  God  into  hisses."  Strange  as  the  fact  may 
geem,  this  passage  was  written,  not  in  grave  j«kc,  but  in 
serious  earnest. 
34* 


402  THE   GEOLOGY   OF 

The  belief  that  fossil  remains  had  never  entered  into  the 
composition  of  living  organisms,  but  had  been  formed  in 
the  rocks  jicst  as  wc  find  them,  gradually  gave  place,  during 
the  seventeenth  century,  to  the  belief  that  they  were  the 
debris  of  the  Noachian  Deluge,  and  evidences,  as  they 
occurred  in  almost  every  known  country,  and  were  found 
on  the  top  of  lofty  hills,  of  at  once  its  universality  and 
the  height  to  which  its  waters  had  prevailed.  And  this 
hypothesis,  like  the  others,  has  been  reproduced  by  some 
of  the  anti-geologists  of  the  present  day.  Tlie  known  fiict, 
—  a  result  of  modern  science,  —  that  the  several  formations 
(always  invariable  in  their  order  of  succession)  have  their 
groups  of  organisms  peculiar  to  themselves,  has,  however, 
interposed  a  difficulty  from  which  the  erfrlier  cosmogonists 
M'ere  exempt.  It  has  become  necessary  to  show  that  the 
Noachian  cataclysm  was  strangely  selective,  in  burying  in 
the  beds  which  it  is  held  by  the  class  to  have  formed,  now 
one  group  of  plants  and  animals,  now  quite  another  group, 
and  anon  yet  another  and  different  group  still ;  and  all  this 
many  times  repeated  with  such  nice  care  and  discrimination, 
that  not  a  single  organism  of  the  lower  beds  is  to  be  de- 
tected in  the  middle  ones,  nor  yet  a  single  organism  of 
either  the  middle  or  lower  in  the  beds  that  lie  above. 
Even  this  task,  however,  just  a  little  lightened  by  hero 
and  there  a  suppression  of  the  facts,  has  been  attempted  by 
the  redoubtable  Dean  of  York.*  Fire  and  water  were,  ho 
conceives,  equally  agents  in  the  great  catastrophe  that 
destroyed  the  old  world,  —  a  circumstance  which,  if  true, 
would  have  furnished  with  an  admirable  apology  the  clasj 
of  persons  M'ho,  according  to  the  wit,  would  have  cried  out 
"Fire,  fire,'*  at  the  deluge.  The  dean  conceives  that  at 
the  commencement  of  the  Flood,  when  torrents  of  rain 

*  Newspaper  Report  of  Meeting  of  the  British  Association  lield  at  York 
In  September,  1S14. 
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were  &lling  upon  the  land,  nnmorous  submarine  volcnnoei 
began  to  disgorge  their  molten  contents  into  the  eea, 
destroying  tlic  fish,  and  all  other  marine  productions,  by 
the  intensity  of  the  heat,  and  at  tho  Baroe  time  lucking 
thent  lip  in  strata  formed  of  the  crn]>tcd  matter.  This 
jirocesa  took  place  ere  tlie  land  floods,  laden  with  tho  s)>oils 
of  island  and  continent,  and  the  ncconipanying  mud  and 
aand,  eould  arrivu  at  tho  remoter  deptliH ;  which,  however, 
they  ultimately  readied,  and  foi'med  a  second  formation, 
overlying  the  first.  There  were  thus  two  formations  origi- 
nated,— a  marine  furmation  below,  and  a  terrestrial  or 
i'rosh  water  formation  above ;  bnt  as  these  two  dc])osit« 
could  nut  be  made  to  include  all  tlic  geologic.')!  ]ihcnomena 
with  which  even  the  dean  was  acquainted,  ho  had  nicely  to 
parcel  out  tlic  work  of  his  volcanoes  on  the  one  )iaud,  and 
that  of  Ids  hmd  floods  on  the  other,  into  sqmi'ato  fits  or 
jtaraxysnis,  each  of  which  served  to  entomb  a  distinct  class 
of  creatures,  and  originate  a  dcflnile  .set  of  rocks.  Thus, 
the  firet  work  of  his  voleauoes  V!u»  to  form  tlic  Transition 
Beriojj  of  strata.  As  a  comiuenccincnt  of  tho  whole,  tlie 
intcrn.-il  fire  blew  np  from  the  lied  (if  the  ocean,  in  tremen- 
dous explosions,  vast  quantities  of  pulverized  rock  mixed 
with  clay,  which,  slowly  subsiding,  and  covering  up,  as  it 
sank,  sliclls,  stone-lilies,  and  trilobites,  formed  the  Silurian 
rocks.  A  second  c.\i)losion  brought  up  the  vents  of  the 
volcanoes  to  the  level  of  the  ocean  ;  and  while  the  Old  Red 
Sandstone,  thus  produced,  and  charged  with  fish  killed  by 
tho  heat,  was  settling  on  their  flanks,  they  themselves,  as 
if  seized  by  black  vomit,  began  to  disgorge  in  vast  quanti- 
ties, coal  in  the  liquid  state.  Very  opportunely,  just  ere  it 
cooled,  emormous  quantities  of  vegetables,  washed  out  lo 
sea  by  tho  extraordinary  land  floods,  were  precipitated 
immediately  over  it ;  and,  sticking  in  its  viscid  surface,  or 
sinking  into  its  substance  through  crocks  ConnftA.  m  ■*, 
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daring  the  cooling,  they  became  attadied  to  it  In  BQch 
considei*able  masses,  as  to  lead  long  after  to  the  very  mis- 
taken notion  that  coal  itself  was  of  vegetable  origin.  Then 
there  ensued  another  deposit  of  red  sand,  with  salt  boiled 
into  it ;  and  then  a  deposition  of  lime  and  clay.  The  land 
floods  still  continuing,  the  great  Sauroid  reptiles  which  had 
haunted  the  rivers  and  lower  phuns  began  to  yield  to  their 
force,  and  their  carcasses,  floating  out  to  sea,  sank  amid  the 
slowly  subsiding  lime  and  clay,  now  known  as  the  Lias. 
The  volcanoes  too  were  still  very  active ;  and  the  lighter 
shells,  ammonites,  and  the  like,  which  had  been  previously 
bobbing  up  and  down  on  the  boiling  surface,  now  sank  by 
myriads;  for  the  viscid  argillaceous  mud  thrown  up  by 
the  fiery  ebullitions  from  beneath  stuck  fast  to  them,  and 
dragged  them  down.  Then  came  the  formation  of  the 
Oolite,  rolled  into  little  egg-like  pellets  by  the  waves ;  and 
last  of  all,  the  Green  sand  and  Chalk ;  after  which  the 
waters  ran  ofi^,  and  sank  into  the  deep  hollow  which  now 
forms  the  bed  of  the  ocean,  but  which  previous  to  the 
cataclysm  had  been  the  place  of  the  land.  The  dean,  as 
he  went  on,  fell  into  some  little  confusion  regarding  the 
true  place  of  some  of  his  animals,  such  as  the  megatherium, 
which  arrived  in  his  arrangement  a  little  too  soon.  He 
spoke,  too  —  if  a  newspaper  report  is  to  be  credited — of  a 
heavy  creature  soon  overtaken  and  drowned  by  the  rising 
waters,  which  he  termed  the  pterogactylus^  and  which  does 
not  seem  to  have  turned  up,  either  in  the  body  or  out  of  it, 
since  it  was  lost  on  that  memorable  occasion.  Nor  did  he 
make  any  provision  in  his  arrangement  for  the  formation 
of  the  various  Tertiary  deposits.  But  then  all  these  are 
slight  matters,  that  could  be  very  easily  woven  into  his 
hypothesis.  As  the  flood  rose  along  the  hill  sides,  first 
such  of  the  weightier  animals  would  perish  as  could  not 
readily  climb  steep  acclivities;  and  then  the  oxen,  the 
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horses,  the  deer,  and  the  goats,  with  the  lighter  oanuTora, 
who,  as  they  would  die  last,  —  some  of  them  not  until  the 
final  disappearance  of  the  hill-tops, — would  of  course  he 
entombed  in  the  upper  deposits.  Such  is  the  bypotheaa 
of  the  Dean  of  York, — a  hypothecs  of  which  it  may  be 
justly  affirmed,  that  it  is  well  nigh  as  ingemoos  as  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  permit,  and  agiunst  which  little 
else  can  be  urged  than  that  it  must  seem  rather  cumbrous 
and  lanciful  to  the  class  who  do  not  know  geology,  and,  on 
the  whole,  somewhat  inadequate  to  t)ie  class  who  do. 

The  Flood,  however,  is  not  left  to  do  the  whole  geologic 
work,  by  even  such  of  the  anti-geologists  as  asugn  to  it  the 
largest  share.  A  great  unrecorded  convulsion  which  ac- 
companied the  Fall  is  held  by  soipc  of  their  ntunber  to  have 
greatly  assisted,  by  laying  down  the  older  formations  of  the 
foasiliferous  rocks;  and  very  much  b  said  to  have  been 
done  during  the  extended  antediluvian  period  that  Buo- 
ceeded  it.  One  of  perhaps  the  moat  amusing  though  least 
known  of  the  writers  that  take  this  special  view  is  a  Scotch- 
man, re^dent  in  a  secluded  provincial  town,  who  Ibrthe  last 
twelve  or  fifteeu  years  has  been  printing  ingenious  little 
books  agunst  the  infidel  geologists,  and  getting  letters  of 
similar  character  inserted  in  such  of  oar  country  newspapers 
as  are  ambitious  of  rendering  their  science  equal  to  their 
literature.  And  from  the  great  trouble  which  he  has  taken 
with  the  writings  of  the  individual  who  now  addresses  yon, 
he  seems  to  regard  them  as  peculiarly  unsolid  and  danger- 
oua.  According  to  this  profound  cosmogonist,  the  world 
before  the  Fall  was  rather  more  than  twice  its  present  aze, 
and  very  artificially  constructed.*     It  was  a  hollow  ball, 

•  See  "  Primary  and  Present  State  of  the  Stlar  Syitem,  partlcolariy  of 
our  OTn  Planet;"  and  "  Exposare  of  the  PtlndplGi  of  Modem  Geology." 
By  P.  M'Farlane,  Antbor  of  th«  "  Priniwy  and  PreMUt  StaU  i>t  the  Solw 
Syitem."    Ediubnish:  niomBa  Grant. 
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supported  insido  by  a  framework  of  metal  wrought  into 
hexagonal  reticulations,  somewhat  like  the  framework  of 
the  great  iron  bridge  over  the  river  Wear  at  Smiderland ; 
and  which  had  an  open  space  in  its  centre,  occupied  hj  a 
vast  tubular  furnace  lying  direct  south  and  north,  which 
threw  out  huge  vohimes  of  flame  towards  the  poles.  Over 
the  reticulated  framework  there  rose  a  great,  tliick  firmor 
tnent  of  metal,  which  formed  the  hiner  shell  of  the  globe ; 
over  the  metal  there  lay  a  considerably  thicker  shell  of 
granite ;  and  over  the  granite,  a  thinner  shell  of  a  substance 
not  specified,  perhaps  not  known,  but  which,  from  its  being 
completely  water-tight,  served  tlie  purpose  of  the  layer  of 
asphalt  or  terra  cotta  which  the  architect  spreads  over  his 
flat  roofs,  or  on  the  tops  of  his  sloping  terraces,  afterwards 
to  be  covered  with  soil  and  laid  out  into  gardens.  Such,  it 
seems,  was  that  portion  of  the  framework  of  our  great  globe 
which  corresponded  to  the  hollow  lath  and  plaster  frame- 
work of  the  little  globes  used  in  schools ;  while  its  upper- 
most layer,  —  correspondent  with  the  slips  of  the  map 
which  the  geographer  pastes  on  the  model  and  then  var- 
nishes, —  was  formed  of  earth  and  water,  economically  laid 
out  into  "most  useful  and  tasteful  configurations," — the 
earth  into  pretty  little  rising  grounds  and  valleys,  and  the 
water  into  seas  and  lakes  of  no  great  extent,  but  which 
formed,  from  their  very  handsome  combinations,  '*  a  terra- 
queous surface  all  over  perfectly  paradisaical."  Over 
this  exquisitely  neat  earth  there  lay  an  enveloping  atmos- 
phere, greatly  thinner  and  less  dense  than  the  air  at  present 
is,  and  incapable,  in  consequence,  of  being  agitated  by 
storms ;  while  directly  over  the  northern  and  southern  ex- 
tremities of  the  world  the  polar  auroras,  now  so  fitfid  and 
broken,  extended  in  a  permanent  arch,  and  gave  light, 
during  the  long  dark  winters,  to  the  regions  lying  below. 
And  as  waimth  was  as  necessary  to  the  paradisaical  perfeo- 
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tion  of  these  districts  as  light,  they  received  the  necessary 
heat  from  the  great  double-acting  furnace  in  the  interior, 
which,  belching  out  flames  at  both  ends,  acted  powerfully 
against  the  polar  portions  of  the  metallic  crust  or  shell,  and 
thus  mMntained  the  necessary  glow  in  the  absence  of  the 
sun,  on  the  principle  on  which  a  frying-pan  or  Scotch  girdle 
is  heated  when  placed  by  the  cookmaid  over  the  fire.  And 
such,  according  to  this  excellent  world-fashioner  and  very 
zealons  man,  was  the  construction  of  that  unblighted  and 
unbroken  earth  which  was  of  old  pronounced  to  be  "  very 
good."  The  Fall,  however,  produced  a  most  remarkable 
and  singnlarly  disastrous  change.  The  earth  was  somehow 
partially  crushed  and  broken,  contemporaneously  with  the 
event,  —  like  a  strong  fishing  basket  when  it  accidentally 
£l1Is  from  a  coach-top  under  the  wheel ;  and,  from  a  most 
interesting  colored  copperplate  that  illustrates  one  of  the 
author's  treatises  (for  he  draws  as  well  as  he  writes),  the 
exact  damage  which  it  received  can  be  minutely  estimated. 
The  interior  network  was  compressed  into  all  sorts  of 
irregular  polygons;  the  iron  firmament  was  broken  into 
great  fragments,  —  some  of  which  may  be  seen  in  the  print 
hanging  down  into  the  hollow  interior,  hke  patches  of 
broken  plaster  dangling  from  a  ceiling, 'suspended  by  the 
hairs  originally  employed  to  give  the  necessary  tenacity  to 
the  lime.  The  great  granitic  shell  was  also  broken,  but 
broken  so  nicely,  on  the  principle  of  the  arch,  that  the  pieces 
remained  in  nearly  their  original  places.  Finally,  vast  rents 
are  seen  to  occur  in  the  cement  and  soil  of  the  outer  crust; 
and  these  great  rents,  which  must  have  formed  enormous 
gul&  and  deep  interminable  ravines,  were  destined,  it  would 
seem,  to  perform  a  most  important  part  in  the  future 
geology  of  the  globe.  Forming  impassable  lines  of  demar- 
cation between  the  sevei-al  portions  into  which  they  broke 
np  the  earth's  sur&ce,  they  imprisoned  th«  TCc«n*i^  <sMa»«&. 
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animals  in  8q)arate  groups,  kept  as  completely  from  mixing 
together  as  the  Mlow-deer  of  one  lofUly-walled  park  are 
kept  from  mixing  with  the  white  oxen  of  another  loftily- 
walled  park,  or  as  the  kangaroos  or  duck-billed  quadrupeds 
of  Australia  ai*e  kept  by  the  surrounding  ocean  from  mixing 
with  the  tigera  of  Sumatra  or  the  tortoises  of  Madagascar. 
I  employ  the  writei^s  own  happy  illustration :  —  "In  some 
places  these  fragments"  of  the  earth's  crust  "would  be 
piled  more  or  less  above  each  other,  and  in  others  quite  de- 
taclied  and  isolated,  like  fragments  of  ice  on  the  bank  of  a 
river  after  a  thaw."  They  would  of  course  be  on  very  dif- 
ferent levels,  each  having,  as  I  have  said,  a  distinct  group 
of  anhnals  of  its  OAvn  ;  and  when,  after  the  lapse  of  nearly 
two  thousand  years,  the  great  catastrophe  of  the  Flood 
came  on,  it  would  necessarily  find,  as  it  rose  along  the 
levels,  and  submerged  platform  after  platform  in  successiim, 
a  different  and  yet  different  set  of  creatures  to  kill.  To 
borrow  from  the  description  of  this  ingenious  cosmogonist, 
"  those  on  the  lower  fragments  would  be  first  engulphed, 
and  their  races  completely  extinguished  from  ofi^  the  sur- 
face, and  deposited  in  the  earth  ;  then  those  on  higher  and 
higher  upwards,  till  the  whole  became  submerged.  And 
we  have  only  to  Suppose  that  man,  with  the  present  sur- 
vivors, were  those  tliat  occupied  one  of  the  higher  table- 
lands wlien  tlie  Flood  commenced  (and  of  course  in  that 
case  Noah  could  collect  into  the  ark  only  out  of  those  of  his 
own  country) ;  then  the  result  would  be,  that  man  and  his 
])resent  contem])orarie8  would  be  among  the  last  over- 
whelmed. This  Avill  sufficiently  accomit  for  the  feet  of  liis 
and  their  remains  not  being  found  deep  in  the  earth.     . 

The  two  most  interesting  geological  facts  therefore, 
namely,  that  distinct  organisms  are  to  be  found  in  distinct 
formations  respectively ;  and  secondly,  that  no  remains  of 
mariy  and  few  or  none  of  the  other  races  at  preseiU  surviv 
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ing,  are  to  ie  found  in  any  Jmt  comparatively  recent  formr 
ations,  —  these  two  grand  fects  of  geology,  we  say,  instead 
of  pointing  back  to  vast  cycles  of  agca  before  the  creation, 
seem  to  point  merely  to  tlie  peculiar  physical  drcumstiinces 
of  the  fallen  planet  in  the  inteival  betwecH  those  two  event- 
ful stages  in  its  history,  the  Fall  and  Flood,  and  tlic  natural 
consequences  of  these  circumstances  in  causing  distinct 
divisions,  and  some  of  these  of  different  elevations,  among 
the  organic  living  creatures,  during  the  interval."  One 
other  circnmetancc  completes  this  really  original  and  bcauti- 
fill  hypothesis.  The  cosmogonist  holds  that  tho  Flood, — 
no  mere  tranquil  rising  of  the  waters,  as  some  suppose, — 
was  accompanied  by  teioible  convulsions,  which  reduced  to 
utter  ruin  the  already  shattered  earth.  The  granitic  dome 
fell  inwards  upon  the  central  fiii'iuu-'u ;  and  the  fires,  burst- 
ing outwards  under  the  enormous  j)ressure,  found  "Vent  at 
the  surface,  and  made  the  volcanoes.  And  this  collapsed 
and  diminished  world,  —  scarce  half  the  bulk  of  the  old  one, 

—  with  no  heating  furnace  under  its  polar  regions,  nor 
aught  save  the  merest  t.ittei-s  of  an  aurora  flitting  occasion- 
ally over  them,  —  greatly  too  dense  in  itself,  and  sur- 
rounded by  a  greatly  too  dense  atmosphere,  —  with  its 
huge  mountains,  vast  oceans,  wide  steppes,  and  arid  deserts, 
with  its  snows,  its  frosts,  its  drenching  rains,  Us  horrible 
tempests,  its  terrible  thunder  storms,  and  devastaiing  earth- 
quakes,—  all  alike  frightful  defects,  not  in  the  o  iginal  plan, 

—  is  not  only  nnlike  tho  primeval  world,  not  v;ry  good,  or, 
unlike  the  antediluvian  world,  tolerably  good,  but  not  good 
at  all.  "  On  taking  a  bird's-eye  view  of  the  geographical 
and  hydrographical  features  or  superficies  of  the  globe," 
says  this  bold  writer,  "any  unprejudiced  person  must  at 
once  admit,  that  in  either  of  these  departments  there  is 
Bcarce  &  trace  of  that  beautiful,  tasteful,  and  economical 
de^gn  wl)ich  we  liavc  a  right  to  expect  from  the  admitted 
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qualities  of  the  great  Author,  and  his  avowed  object  in  th« 
structure  and  rei)ort  of  it  when  newly  finished."    It  is 
added,  however,  that  "its  present  object^  as  the  Siberia — 
the  penal  settlement  —  of  expatriated  rebels,  it  is  in  its   * 
present  state  well  calculated  to  fulfil." 

It  may  be  worth  mentioning,  that  the  writer  who  sets 
himself  after  a  fiishion  so  peculiar  to  assert  and  justify  tlie 
ways  of  Providence  against  the  geologists  resides  in  one  of 
the  loveliest  districts  in  Scotland,  —  a  district,  however, 
shaggy  with  rock,  and  overshado>\\jd  by  great  mountains, 
and  occasionally  visited  by  earthquake  tremors,  and  both 
snow  and  thunder  storms,  and  so,  with  all  its  wild  beauty 
to  other  eyes,  merely,  I  must  suppose,  one  of  the  rougher 
districts  of  the  penal  Siberia  in  his.  He  is,  indeed,  par- 
ticularly severe  upon  mountains ;  though  not,  as  he  tells  as, 
wholly  devoid  of  a  lurking  prejudice  in  their  favor.  But 
what  weak  prejudice  might  palliate  or  plea'd  for,  his  better 
judgment  condemns.  "See,"  says  this  judicious  writer, 
"vast  districts  of  the  globe  disfigured  by  tremendous 
masses  of  rugged  and  almost  barren  mountains.  .  .  What, 
cry  some,  would  you  bury  as  deformities  the  lofty  j)eak  and 
rugged  onountain  brow,  nature's  palaces,  —  generally  the 
grandest  and  most  sublime  objects  hi  natural  scenery  !  We 
cordially  assure  the  reader  we  are  by  no  means  prejudiced 
against  these  grand  objects ;  for  if  prejudice  we  have  on  the 
subject  J  it  is  rather  on  the  other  side.  It  is  tlieretbre  the  • 
force  of  evidence  alone  makes  us,  —  reluctantly  we  admit, 
—  give  up  these  to  rank  among  the  derangements  and 
deformities  of  nature.  She,  according  to  her  usual  taste 
and  economy^  would  never  be  at  the  expense  of  rearing,  and 
that  upon  ground  that  might  have  otherwise  been  much 
better  occupied,  such  unwieldy,  useless  masses  of  matter, 
merely  for  the  sake  of  gratifying  the  taste  for  grandeur  and 
sublimity  in  a  few  of  her  sons,  nor,  indeed,  for  any  other 


THE   ANTl-OEOLOQISTS.  411 

nae  we  ever  heard  ascribed  to  them.  .  .  According  to  our 
test,  a  rich  and  gently  undulatory  surface,  intersected  with 
rivulets  and  sheets  of  water,  in  the  places  taken  up  by  these 
'  elevations,  would  be  far  better,  as  coiubining  in  the  highest 
degree  the  vtile  cum  dulce,"  *  To  such  of  my  audience  as 
are  familiar  with  Dr.  Thomas  Burnet's  "  Sacred  Theory  of 
the  Earth"  (1684),  that  revohition  in  the  cycle  of  hypo- 
thesis to  which  I  have  referred,  and  through  which  the 
vi^onarics  of  the  later  ages  return  to  the  dreams  which  had 
occupied  the  visionaries  of  an  earlier  time,  must  be  sufli' 
dently  apparent  in  this  passage.  For  not  only  does  Burnet 
speak  after  the  same  manner  qf  liills  and  mountains,  but 
also  of  an  idle,  ill-founded  prejudice  entertained  in  their 
&vor.  We  find  him  thus  summing  up  a  general  survey  of 
the  mountains  of  the  globe:  —  "Look  upon  these  great 
ranges  :  in  what  confusion  do  they  lie !  They  have  neither 
form  nor  beauty,  nor  shape,  nor  order,  no  more  than  the 
clouds  in  the  air.  Then,  how  barren,  how  desolate,  liow 
naked  are  they!  How  they  stand  neglected  by  nature! 
Keither  the  nuns  can  soften  them,  nor  the  dews  from 
heaven  make  them  fruitful.  I  give  this  short  snrvey  of  tbo 
mountains  of  the  earth  to  Mp  to  remove  that  pr^wlice  toe 
are  apt  to  have,  or  that  conceit  tliat  the  prevent  earth  is 
regularly  formed.     .  There  is  nothing  in  nature,"  adds 

.  •  One  of  the  more  brilliant  writers  of  the  present  day,— a  native  of  tlio 
picturCKquo  villago  in  which  this  antl-geologlst  resides, — describes  in  a 
recent  work,  vriih  the  enthasiasm  of  the  poet,  tlic  noble  mooDtalna  which 
rise  around  it.  I  know  not,  however,  whether  my  ndmlnitlon  of  the  pas- 
sage was  not  In  some  degree  dashed  by  a  few  comic  notions  suggestive  of 
an  "  imaginary  conyersitllon,"  In  the  stylo  of  Landor,  tietwcen  this  popala^ 
antlior.and  hli  anti-geologic  townsman,  on  the  merits  of  bills  In  general, 
and  in  especial  on  the  claims  of  those  which  encircle  Comrie  "as  the 
mountnliis  are  round  about  Jerusalem."  The  two  gentlemen  would,  1  sns. 
pf rt,  expericnee  considerable  difficulty  in  Ujing  down.  In  such  a  dlsens- 
sion,  their  common  principles. 


412  THE  GEOLOGY   OF 

this  writer,  ^^  more  shapeless  and  ill-fibred  than  an  old  rock 
or  a  mountain." 

I  leave  it  to  my  audience  to  determine  how  far  this 
depreciatory  view,  —  whether  regarded  as  that  of  Dr. 
Burnet  or  of  the  modern  anti-geologist,  —  agrees  with  the 
estimate  of  the  higher  minds,  or  whether  it  manifests  the 
proper  respect  for  the  adorable  Being  who,  in  his  infinite 
wisdom,  made  our  world  what  it  is.  Let  me  next  show 
that  some  of  even  the  abler  and  more  respectable  anti- 
geologijjts  exhibit  no  very  profound  veneration  for  the  letter 
of  Scripture,  when,  instead  of  bearing,  as  they  thhik, 
against  the  deductions  of  their  opponents,  they  find  it 
directly  opposed  to  fancies  of  their  o>vii.  It  is  held  by  not 
a  few  among  them,  that  at  the  DoUige  the  sea  and  land 
changed  places.  Wlicn  the  waters  receded,  it  was  found, 
they  allege,  that  the  old  land  hud  become  ocean,  and  the 
old  ocean  had  bccoinc  land  ;  and  as  there  are  obtain  rivers 
which  are  described  in  Scripture  as  flowing  beside  Eden, 
and  which,  judging  by  the  names  given  them,  still  exist,  it 
has  bt'come  imperative  on  the  asseitors  of  the  hypothesis  to 
show  that  the  rivers  which  now  drain  tracts  of  what  they 
liold  was  then  sea,  and  that  fall  into  seas  which  the^  hold 
were  then  land,  could  not  by  any  possibility  have  fonncd 
the  boundaries  of  the  old  Adamic  garden.  Let  us  mark 
how  Mr.  Granville  Penn,  —  certainly  one  of  the  most  ex- 
tensively informed  of  his  class,  —  deals  with  this  difliculty.* 
fTliere  are,  he  argues,  certain  great  corruptions  of  Scriptm*e. 
What  had  been  at  first  written  as  marginal  notes  by  un- 
inspired men,  and  were  in  some  cases  very  erroneous  and 
absurd,  came  in  the  course  of  transcription  to  be  transferred, 
wholly  by  mistake,  from  the  side  of  the  page  into  the  body 
of  the  text ;  and  thus,  in  at  least  a  fcAv  places,  the  Scrip- 

*  "  ComparatiYe  Estimato^  of  the  Mioeral  and  Mosaical  Geologies."   By 
Granville  Penn,  Esq.    Loudou,  1825, 
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turos  were  vkiated,  and  now  declare^  instead  of  Divine 
truth,  what  is  neither  sense  nor  fact.  And  on  this  very 
general,  and  certainly  most  perilous  ground,  he  goes  on 
to  argue,  unsupported  by  a  single  ancient  manuscript, 
and  solely  on  what  he  terms  intoiiial  evidence,  that  the 
verses  in  Genesis  uhich  conflict  with  his  hypothesis  must  be 
regarded  &b  mere  idle  glowos,  ignorantly  or  surreptitiously 
introduoed  iuto  the  te\t  by  the  uicicnt  copyists,  "In  the 
second  chapter  of  Genesis,"  we  find  him  saying,  "  there 
appears  an  internal  critical  evidence  of  on  insertion  of  the 
11th,  12th,  I3th,  and  14th  verses,  similar  to  that  of  the  4th 
verse  of  the  &th  chapter  of  St.  John,  and  constituting,  in  a 
similar  manner,  i  parenthesis  intersecting  the  thread  of  the 
narrative,  and  introduced  solely  for  a  similar  purpose  of 
illustration.  It  does  not  wear  the  cbaracter  of  the  simple 
narrative  in  which  it  appears,  but  of  the  surcharge  of  the 
gloaa  or  note  of  a  later  age,  founded  upon  the  fancijkd 
traditioTU  then  pretiailijig  with  respect  to  (Ae  situation  of 
the  ancient  Paradiee.'"  Tliia  certainly  is  cutting  the  knot; 
and,  Lf  erected  into  a  precedent  Ly  the  geologist,  would  no 
doubt  greatly  facUitate  the  tabor  of  reconciliation.  It 
would,  however,  be  perilous  tt'ork  for  fyim,  "  A  wolf,"  says 
Plutarch,  "peeping  into  a  hut  where  a  company  of  shep- 
herds were  assembled,  saw  them  regaling  themselves  with 
a  joint  of  mutton.  '  Ye  gods  1 '  he  exclaimed,  '  what  a 
clamor  these  men  would  have  nused  if  they  had  canght 
m«  at  such  a  banquet.' "  I  need  scarcely  add,  that  the 
hypothecs  in  whose  behalf  Scripture  is  thus  divested  of  its 
authority,  and  recklessly  cast  aside,  is  entirely  a  worthless 
one ;  and  that  the  various  continents  of  the  globe,  instead 
of  all  dating  from  one  period  little  more  than  £>ur  thousand 
years  baok,  are  of  very  various  ages, — some  of  them  com- 
paratively modem,  though  absolutely  old  in  relation  to 
Jiuin»n  history ;  and  some  of  so  boar  an  aItti(Vut•v^  ''^^^  ^'''^ 
35* 
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term  since  man  appeared  upon  earth  might  be  employed 
as  a  more  unit  to  measure  it  by. 

It  need  not  surprise  us  that  a  writer  who  takes  such 
strange  liberties  with  a  book  which  he  professes  to  respect, 
and  which  he  must  have  had  many  opportunities  of  know- 
ing, should  take  still  greater  liberties  with  a  science  for 
which  he  entertains  no  respect  whatever,  and  of  whose  first 
principles  he  is  palpably  ignorant.  And  yet  the  wild  reck- 
lessness of  some  of  his  explanations  of  geological  phe- 
nomena must  somewhat  astonish  all  sufficiently  acquainted 
with  the  science  to  know  that  the  place  and  relations  of  its 
various  formations  have  been  long  since  determined,  and 
now  as  certainly  form  the  regulating  data  of  the  practical 
miner,  as  the  places  and  relations  long  since  determined  by 
the  geographer  form  the  regulating  data  of  the  practical 
navigator  or  engineer.  It  is  as  certain,  for  instance,  that 
the  Oolitic  system  underlies  the  Green  Sand  and  the  Chalk, 
with  all  the  various  formations  of  the  Tertiary  division,  — 
Eocence,  Miocene,  Pliocene,  and  Pleistocene,  —  as  that 
York  is  situated  to  the  south  of  Edinburgh,  or  that  both 
these  cities  lie  very  considerably  to  the  north  of  London 
and  Paris.  And  the  anti-geologist  who  would  argue,  in  the 
heat  of  controversy,  that  the  Oolite  and  the  Pleistocene 
were  contemporaneous  deposits,  would  be  no  more  worthy 
of  reply  than  the  anti-geographer  who  would  assert,  in 
order  to  serve  some  argumentative  purpose,  that  the  North 
Cape  lies  in  the  same  latitudinal  parallel  as  South  California, 
or  that  Terra  del  Fuego  is  but  a  day's  sailing  from  Iceland. 
And  yet  such,  as  I  intimated  on  a  former  evening,  is  the 
line  taken  up  by  Mr.  Granville  Penn,  in  dealing  with  the 
difficulties  of  the  Kirkdale  Cave,  so  remarkable  for  its 
accumulations  of  gnawed  bones  of  the  Pleistocene  ages,  — 
especially  for  its  bones  of  hyaenas,  tigers,  bears,  wolves, 
Thinoceroses,  and  elephants.    The  cave  occurs  in  the  moor- 
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lands  of  Yorkshire,  in  a  limestone  rock  of  that  Oolitic 
division  to  which  the  Oxford  Clay  and  the  Coral  Rag 
belong,  and  contains  corals  and  shells  that  had  passed  into 
eitinction  long  even  ere  the  Tertiary  period  began  ;  while 
in  the  cave  itself,  mixed  with  bones  of  the  extinct  mammals 
of  the  geologic  age  in  immediate  advance  of  the  present 
one,  there  have  been  found  the  contemporary  rcmnins  of 
animals  that  still  hve  in  our  fields  and  woods,  such  as  the 
hare,  the  rabbit,  the  weasel,  and  the  water  rat.  And  we 
find  Mr.  Penn  asagning  both  the  Oolitic  rock  in  which  the 
cave  is  hollowed,  and  the  mammalian  remains  of  the  cave 
itself,  equally  to  the  period  of  the  deluge.'  The  limestone 
existed  at  that  time,  it  would  seem,  as  a  soft  calcareons 
paste,  into  which  the  animal  remains,  floated  northwards 
from  intertropical  regions  on  the  waters  of  the  Flood,  were 
precipitated  in  vast  quantities,  and  sank,  and  then,  ferment- 
ing under  the  putrefactive  influences,  the  gas  which  they 
formed  blew  up  the  yielding  lime  and  mud  around  them 
into  a  long  narrow  cave,  just  as  a  glass-blower  blows  up  a 
bottle,  or  as  a  little  yeast  blows  up  into  similar  but  greatly 
smaller  cavities  a  bit  of  leaven.  And  the  stalactites  and 
Btalagmiles  which  encrust  the  Kirkdale  Cave  are,  Mr,  Penn 
holds,  simply  the  last  runnings  of  the  lime  that  exuded  after 
the  general  mass  had  begun  to  set.  Certainly  any  one  dis- 
posed to  take  such  liberties  with  the  Bible  on  the  one  hand, 
and  with  geolo^o  science  on  the  other,  as  those  taken  in 
the  given  instances  by  this  most  formidable  of  the  anti- 
geologists,  could  have  but  little  difficulty  in  making  either 
Scripture  as  geological  or  geology  as  Scriptural  as  he  had  a 
mind.  His  chief  danger  would  be  that  of  making  the 
sounder  theologians  just  a  little  angry,  and  of  escaping, 
unless  quoted  for  the  joke's  sake,  the  notice  of  the  geolo- 
gists altogether.  In  truth,  the  extreme  absurdity  of 
our  later  anti-geolc^sts  in  virtually  contcn^ux^.,  Ss\  "C^cmj 
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controversy,  that  their  ignorance  of  an  interesting  sciaioe, 
founded  on  millions  of  determined  facts,  ought  to  be  per- 
mitted to  weigh  against  the  knowledge  of  the  men  who 
have  studied  it  most  thoroughly,  forms  their  best  defence. 
It  secures  them  agaipst  all  save  neglect.  As,  however, 
^ome  of  their  number  are  well  meaning  men,  who  would 
not  be  ridiculous  if  they  could  help  it,  and  only  oppose 
themselves  to  the  geologists  because  they  deem  them  mis- 
chievous and  in  error,  it  may  be  worth  while  showing  them, 
by  an  example  or  two,  the  ludicrous  nature  of  the  positions 
which  in  their  honest  ignorance  they  permit  themselves  to 
occupy,  and  the  real  scope  and  bearing  of  the  arguments 
which  they  unwittingly  permit  themselves  to  use.  I  shall 
adduce  two  several  instances  of  reasoning,  directe4  ^7  ^^^ 
anti-geologists  against  their  antagonists  (as  they  themselves 
believed),  but  which,  from  their  ignorance  of  the  true  state 
of  the  argument,  and  of  the  bearing  of  the  facts  with  which 
they  dealt,  in  reality  made  out  for  these  antagonists  as 
strong  a  case  as  they  could  possibly  have  made  out  for 
themselves.  And  I  am  sure  that,  rather  than  be  found 
siding  with  their  opponents,  the  anti-geologists  would  be 
content  even  to  acquire  a  little  geology. 

I  shall  select  my  first  instance  fi-om  the  records  of  the 
annual  controversy  which  used  to  rage  some  ten  or  fiR:,een 
years  ago,  in  sermons,  newspapers,  and  magasnnes,  imme- 
diately after  every  meeting  of  the  British  Association.  A 
religious  Dublin  newspaper, — the  '^  Statesman  and  Record," 
—  since  extinct,  took  always  an  active  part  in  these  discus- 
sions on  the  anti-geological  side,  and  boldly  affirmed,  as  in 
a  number  now  before  me,  that  geology  had  the  devil  for  its 
author.  A  learned  cqrrespondent  of  the  paper,  who  was, 
however,  somewhat  more  charitable,  thought  that  at  least 
the  /acts  of  the  science  might  be  exempted  from  a  con- 
demnation so  sweeping;  nay,  that,  well  interpreted,  they 
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might  be  foand  deddedly  opposed  to  at  least  the  more 
mischievous  deductions  of  the  geologists;  and  in  illustrat- 
ing the  point,  we  find  him  thus  arguing,  from  certain 
appearances  in  the-vallef  of  the  Nile,  that  the  f^obe  wliich 
we  inhabit  cannot  possibly  be  more  than  six  thousand 
years  dd.*  '"Die  valley  of  the  Nile,"  says  this  writer,  "is 
known  to  be  covered  with  a  bed  of  slime  which  the  river 
has  deposited  in  its  periodical  inundations,  and  which  rests 
on  a  foundation  of  sand,  like  that  of  the  adjacent  desert. 
ITie  French  savans  who  accompanied  Bonaparte  in  his 
Egyptian  expedition  made  several  experiments  to  asceilain 
the  thickness  and  depth  of  this  superincumbent  bed.  They 
dug  about  two  hundred  pits,  and  carefully  measured  the 
thickness  in  the  transversal  section  of  the  valley,  where  the 
deposit  had  been  free  from  obstacles,  and  had  not  been 
materially  increased  or  lessened  by  local  causes.  They 
found  the  mean  of  all  these  measurements  to  be  six  and  a 
half  metres,  or  rath(;r  more  than  twenty  feet.  M.  Gironde 
endeavored  to  determine  the  quantity  of  slime  deposited  in 
a  century ;  and  he  found  that  the  elevation  of  soil  in  that 
period  was  rather  loss  than  four  inches  and  a  half!  Dividing 
the  t^tal  thickness  of  the  bed  by  the  centenary  elevation, 
he  found  the  quotient  56.50 ;  whence  it  followed  that  the 
inundations  had  comm^iced  .6650  years  befM-e  the  year 
1800,  when  the  experiments  were  made,  — a  number  which 
only  differed  159  years  from  the  Mostdc  date.  The  differ- 
ence is  not  very  important,  when  it  is  considered  that  the 
most  trifling  error,  whether  in  the  measure  of  the  entire 
Buperinonmbest  bed,  or  in  the  valuation  gf  the  quantity 
of  slime  deposited  in  a  century,  affeots  the  final  results. 
Notwithstanding  this,  the  coincidence  between  the  saorid 
historian  and  the  computations  of  science  is  remarkable, 

*  "  Statcaman  «nd  Record,"  October  6th,  I.VA. 
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and  famishes  one  proof  more  of  the  harmony  existing 
between  nature  and  revelation.  An  honest  experimentalist 
was  constrained  to  arrive  at  this  conclusion  at  a  period 
when  the  infidel  school  of  our  continental  neighbors  was  in 
high  feather.  I  am  sorry  to  add,  that  the  result  of  his-own 
calculation  had  not  that  effect  on  the  philosopher  himself^ 
or  his  free-thinking  associates,  which,  for  their  own  sakes, 
was  desirable ;  but  it  is  no  less  valuable  to  us  on  that 
account ;  for  we  know  that  an  unwilling  witness  to  the 
truth  is  worth  a  score  of  evidences  already  prejudiced  in 
its  favor." 

Now,  this  is  clear,  distinct  statement ;  and  nothing  can 
be  more  evident  than  that  the  theologian  who  makes  it 
holds  he  is  reasoninn:  with  conclusive  effect  in  beli;ilf  of 
what  may  be  termed  the  short  chronology,  —  not  in  its 
legitimate  connection  with  the  recent  introduction  of  the 
Imman  species,  but  in  its  supposed  bearing  on  the  age  of 
the  earth.  And  in  doinc:  so  he  commits  himself  to  the 
apparent  positive  fact,  determined  on  what  may  be  regarded 
a  i  geologic  data,  that  the  river  Nile  has  been  flowing  over 
its  bod  for  about  as  many  years  as  have  elapsed,  according 
to  the  Hebrew  chronology  adopted  by  Usher,  since  the 
creation  of  man,  and  no  more.  To  the  integrity  of  this 
inference  he  pledges  himself^  as  an  inference  to  which  the 
inlidel  ought  to  have  yielded,  as  conclusive  in  its  bearing 
on  the  question  of  the  earth's  age,  and  as  of  singular  value 
to  the  believer  who  sets  himself  to  deal  with  the  evidences 
of  his  faith.  Now,  without  referring  to  the  circumstance 
that  the  data  on  which  the  French  savans  under  Napoleon 
founded  have  since  been  challenged  by  geologists,  such 
as  Lieutenant  Newbold  and  Sir  G.  Wilkinson,  who  liave 
carefully  surveyed  the  rocks  and  soils  of  Egypt  with  the 
assistance  of  dearer  light  than  existed  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  century,  let.  \xs,  for  the  argument's  sake,  hold 
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the  inference  to  be  quite  as  good  as  this  theologian  regards 
it.  And  see,  we  urge  upon  him,  that  you  yoar^clf  do  not 
Buffer  it  to  drop  should  you  find  that  it  comn;its^you  to  the 
other  side  of  the  argument.  Be  at  least  as  feir  and  honest 
as  you  say  the  infidels  ouglit  to  have  been.  The  six  and  a 
half  metres  of  silt  and  slime,  —  representative,  let  us  hold, 
of  from  five  to  six  thousand  years,  —  rest,  you  say,  on  "a 
foundation  of  sand  like  that  of  the  adjacent  deseit."  But 
have  you  ascertained  on  what  the  sand  rests?  I  know 
nothing  of  that,  replies  the  theologian ;  I  had  not  even 
thought  of  that.  But  the  geologist  has  thought  of  it,  we 
reply ;  and  has  spent  much  tune  under  the  hot  sun  in 
ascertMning  the  point.  For  nearly  three  hundred  miles,  — 
from  the  inner  boundaries  of  the  delta  to  within  a  few 
hours'  journey  of  the  cataracts,  —  the  silt  and  sand  rest  on 
what  is  known  as  the  "marine"  or  nunimulitle  limestone, 
—  a  Ibrmation  of  great  extent,  for  it  runs  into  the  Nubian 
dcseit  on  the  one  hand,  and  into  the  Libyan  desert  on  the 
other ;  and  which,  though  it  abounds  in  the  animalcules  of 
the  European  chalk,  is  held  to  belong,  in  at  least  its  upper 
beds,  which  are  charged  with  nummulites,  to  the  earlier 
Eocene.  Over  this  marine  limestone  there  rests  a  newer 
formation,  of  later  Tertiary  ^c,  which  contains  the  costs 
of  sea  shells,  and  whole  forests  of  dicotyledonous  trees, 
converted  into  a  flint-like  chert ;  and  over  all  repose  the 
sands  and  gravels  of  the  desert.  TJndemealh  the  silt  of 
the  river,  then,  and  the  sand  of  the  desert,  lie  these  two 
formations  of  the  Tertiary  division.  3^e  lower,  which  ia 
of  great  thickness,  must  have  been  of  slow  formation.  It 
is  composed  almost  exclusively,  In  many  pails,  of  nncro- 
scopic  animals,  and  abounds  in  others  in  fossil  shells, — 
nautili,  ostreadoi,  turritella,  and  nummulites,  with  corals, 
sponges,  the  remains  of  Crustacea,  and  the  teeth  of  fishes. 
And  between  the  period  of  its  depoal\ou  aivi  ^i»&  t&  Slaa 


420  THE   GEOLOGY   OF 

formation  which  rests  tipon  it  the  snrfece  of  what  i«  now 
Egypt  must  have  been  elevated  ovef  the  sur&ce  of  the  sea, 
to  be  covered,  in  the  course  of  ages,  by  great  forests, 
which,  ere  the  land  assumed  its  present  form  and  level, 
were  submerged  by  another  oscillation  of  the  surfftce,  and 
]>etrified  amid  beds  of  a  siliceous  sand  at  the  bottom  of 
llic  ocean.  Nor  is  the  underlying  marine  limestone  by  any 
means  the  oldest  of  the  sedimentary  rocks  of  Egypt.  It 
rests  on  a  sandstone  of  Permian  or  Triassic  age ;  the  sand- 
stone rests,  in  turn,  on  the  famous  Breccia  de  Verde  of 
Egypt ;  and  the  Breccia  on  a  group  of  Azoic  rocks,  gneisse.**, 
quartzes,  mica  schists,  and  clay  slates,  that  wrap  round  the 
granitic  nucleus  of  Syene.  The  formations  of  Egypt  con- 
stitute a  well-determined  part  of  that  great  sericB  of  systems 
which  compose  the  upper  portion  of  the  eartli's  crust :  its 
silt  is  by  far  the  most  inconsiderable  of  its  deposits ;  and 
if  five  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty  years  were  exhausted 
in  lajdng  down  layer  after  layer  of  the  twenty  feet  which 
form  its  average  thickness,  what  enormous  periods  must 
we  not  demand  in  addition  for  the  laying  down  of  the 
forest  formation,  of  the  marine  limestone  formation,  of  the 
New  Red  Sandstone  formation,  of  the  Breccia  de  Verde 
formation,  and,  in  short,  for  the  some  ten  miles  of  fossilifer- 
ous  rock  of  which  these  deposits  fonn  such  definite,  well- 
determined  portions;  besides  the  time  necessary  for  the 
production  of  the  enormously  developed  Azoic  rocks  which 
lie  under  all !  The  theologian,  in  this  instance,  instead  of 
reasoning,  as  he  himself  supposed,  in  behalf  of  the  short 
chronology,  has  been  making  out  a  very  formidable  case 
for  the  long  one;  and  all  that  the  geologist  can  have 
to  urge  upon  him  in  the  circumstances  is  simply  that  he 
should  act  as  he  holds  the  infidel  ought  to  have  done, 
and  yield  to  the  force  of  e\'idcnce.  I  may  mention  in 
the  passing,  that  Bonve  oi  \\i^  tsvo^  ^w^lcnt  buildings  of 
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Egypt  are  formed  of  the  Tertiaty  marine  limestones  of  the 
country;  the  Btonca  of  the  pyramids  are  charged  with 
iiummulitea,  known  to  the  Arabs  aa  "Pharaoh's  beaos;" 


mid  these  organisms  stand  oat  in  high  relief  on  the 
WtatliLTui!  jjortions  of  the  Great  Sphinx.  Some  of  tho 
oldeiit  things  in  the  world  in  their  relation  to  human  his- 
tory, —  erections,  many  of  which  had  survived  the  memory 
of  their  founders  even  in  the  days  of  Herodotus,  —  arc 
formed  of  materials  bo  modem  in  their  relation  to  the 
geologic;  epochs,  that  they  hod  no  existence  as  rock  notil 
after  the  Palieozoic  and  Secondary  ages  had  gone  by.  Not 
■  only  the  Carboniferous  sandstone  of  the  High  Church  and 
Pai'liament  House  of  Edinburgh,  but  even  the  Oolitic  (that 
is,  Portland  stone)  of  Somerset  House  and  St.  Paul's,  are 
of  an  antiquity  incalculably  vast  compared  with  the  stone 
out  of  which  the  oldest  of  tho  pyramids  were  feshioned. 

The  second  example  which  I  shall  adduce  is  one  with 
which  many  of  my  auditors  must  be  already  fiuniliar.  The 
Falls  of  Niagara  are  gradually  eating  their  way  through  an 
elevated  tract  of  table-land,  upwards  towards  Lake  Erie,  at 
the  rate  of  about  fifty  yards  in  forty  years  ;  and  it  has  been 
argued  by  Sir  Charles  Lyell,  that  as  they  are  now  seven 
miles  distant  from  Qneeoston,  vbera  ^«  i&^^viCvi^  ^  "i^^A 
36 
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plateaux  begins,  tbcy  must  have  taken  about  ten  thousand 
years  to  scoop  out  their  present  deep  channel  through  that 
space.*  Ten  thousand  years  ago  the  Falls  were,  he  inferB, 
at  Queenston ;  and  the  grounds  on  which  he  reasons  are 
exactly  those  on  which  one  would  infer  that  a  laborer  who 
liad  cut  a  ditch  two  hundred  yards  long  at  the  rate  of  ten 
yards  per  day,  and  was  still  at  work  without  pause  or  inter- 
mission, had  begun  to  cut  it  just  twenty  days  previous.  A 
reverend  anti-geologist  takes  up  Sir  Charles ;  f  and,  after 
denouncing  the  calculation  as  '^a  stab  at  the  Christian 
religion,"  seeing  it  involves  the  assertion  that  the  "Fallji 
were  actually  at  Queenston  four  thousand  years  before  the 
creation  of  the  world  according  to  Moses,"  he  brings  certain 
facts,  adduced  both  by  other  writers  and  Sir  Charles  him- 

*  Sir  Charles  Lycll's  statement  is  by  no  means  so  express  or  definite  as 
It  Is  represented  to  be  in  this  passage,  in  wliicli  I  have  taken  the  evidence 
of  his  opponents  regardin;^  it.     What  he  really  says  (see  his  "  Prineiples/' 
second  edition,  183*2)  is  what  follows :  — "i/ the  ratio  of  recession  had 
never  exceeded  fifty  yards  in  forty  years,  it  must  have  required  nearly  ten 
thousand  years  for  the  excavation  of  the  whole  ravine  ;  but  no  probable 
conjecture  can  be  offered  as  to  the  quantity  of  time  consumed  in  such  an 
dpcration,  because  the  retrograde  movement  may  have  been  much  more 
rapid  when  the  whole  current  was  confined  within  a  space  not  exceeding 
a, fourth  or  fifth  of  that  which  the  Falls  now  occupy."    In  the  eighth 
edition  of  the  same  work,  however,  published  in  I&IO,  after  he  had  ex- 
amined the  Falls,  there  occurs  the  following  re-statement  of  the  case :  — 
"  After  the  most  careful  inquiries  I  was  able  to  make  during  my  visit  to 
the  spot  in  1841-42, 1  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  average  [recession] 
of  one  foot  a  year  would  be  a  much  more  probable  coiyccturc  than  that 
of  one  and  a  quarter  yards.    In  that  case  it  would  have  required  thirty- 
five  thousand  years  for  the  retreat  of  the  Falls  from  the  escarpment  of 
Queenston  to  their  present  site.    It  seems  by  no  means  improbable  that 
such  a  result  would  be  no  exaggeration  of  the  truth,  although  we  cannot 
assume  that  the  retrograde  movement  has  been  uniform.    At  some  points 
it  may  have  receded  much  faster  than  at  present;  but  in  general  its  prog- 
ress was  probably  slower,  because  the  cataract,  when  it  began  to  xtioede, 
must  have  been  nearly  twice  its  present  height." 
t  "  ScottUh  ChriBtiaii  HctaVOL,"  VK»,  \oV.  \\\.,  ^.  7«. 
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self,  to  bear  on  the  calculation,  such  88  the  feet  that  the 
<1(>i.'p  trench  through  which  the  Niagara  rtins  \a  much  nar- 
rower in  its  lower  than  in  its  upper  reaches,  and  that  the 
river  must  have  performed  its  work  of  excavation,  when  the 
breadth  waa  Icssi,  at  a  greatly  quicker  rate  than  now.  And 
thus  the  work  of  excavating  the  trench  la  brought  faiiXy 
U'ithin  BIX  thousand  years.  Nor  is  the  principle  of  the 
rcasoDiDg  bad.  In  our  illustration  of  the  ditch  excavated 
by  the  laborer  we  of  course  take  it  for  granted  that  it  is  a 
ditch  of  the  same  depth  and  breadth  throughout,  and  ex- 
tavatcd  in  the  same  sort  of  soil ;  for  if  greatly  narrower  and 
shallower  at  one  place  than  at  another,  or  dug  in  a  greatly 
softer  mould,  the  rate  of  its  excavatron  at  different  times 
ini!,'ht  be  very  different  indeed,  and  the  general  calculation 
widely  eiToneoua,  if  baaed  on  the  ratio  of  progress  when  it 
went  on  most  slowly,  taken  as  an  average  ratio  for  the 
whole.  But  the  anti-geologist  provokes  only  a  smile  when, 
in  his  triumph,  he  exultingly  exclaims,  "  It  is  on  grounds 
such  as  these  that  the  most  learned  and  voluminous  among 
English  geologists  disputes  the  Mosaic  history  of  the  Cre- 
ation and  Deluge,  —  a  strong  proof  that  even  men  of  argu- 
ment on  other  subjects  often  reason  in  the  most  childish  and 
ridiculous  manner,  and  on  grounds  totally  &lae,  when  they 
undertake  to  deny  the  truth  of  the  Holy  Scriptures," 
Now,  it  must  be  wholly  unnecessary  to  remark  here,  that  it 
,13  surely  one  thing  to  "undertake  to  deny  the  truth  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures,"  and  quite  another  and  different  thing  to 
hold  that  the  Niagara  Falls  may  have  been  at  Queenston 
ten  thousand  years  ago ;  or  further,  that  it  seems  not  in  the 
least  wise  to  stake  the  truth  of  Revelation  on  any  sitch 
issue.  Let  rae  request  you,  however,  to  observe,  that  in 
one  important  respect  this  writer  resembles  the  former  one. 
The  former,  ignorant  of  the  various  phenomena  exhibited 
by  the  great   deposits   of  Egypt,  exiiKiuAfti.  ^  "Vfla  ^^ 
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thousand  six  htmdred  years  of  available  time  in  aooonnting 
for  the  formation  of  one  of  the  least  of  them, — the  silt  of 
the  Nile ;  and  the  latter,  though  he  bids  down  Sir  Charles 
some  four  thousand  four  hundred  years  or  so  in  the  one 
item  of  scooping  out  the  bed  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  at  least 
expends  the  remainder  of  the  ten  thousand,  —  his  ^ve 
thousand  six  hundred  years, — in  that  work  of  excavation 
alone,  and  leaves  himself  no  further  sums  to  set  off  against 
the  various  geologic  processes  that  may  have  preceded  it. 

In  this  case,  as  in  the  other,  let  us  grant,  for  the  argu- 
ment's sake,  all  the  &cts.     Let  us  admit  that  the  trench  * 
through  which  the  St.  Lawrence  now  flows  has  been  cut  by 
the  river  in  somewhat/  less  than  six  thousand  years.     But 
through  what,  let  us  ask,  has  it  been  cut  ?    There  can  exist 
no  doubt  on  the  subject :  it  has  been  cut  through  an  ancient 
graveyard  of  the  Upper  Silurian  system,  charged  with  the 
peculiar  fossils   characteristic  of  what  are  known  as  the 
.Clinton  and  Niagara  groups,  and  common,  many  of  them, 
to  the   Upper  Silurian  of  our  own   country  and  of  the 
European  continent.     Leptcma  depressa  and  JPentamerus 
ohlongus^  two  of  the  most  frequent  shells  of  the  deposit, 
occur  also  in  equal  abundance  in  the  Dudley  and  Caradoc 
formations  of  England ;  its  prevailing  encrinite,  Ickthyo- 
crinus  Icevis^  is  scarce  distinguishable  from  an  encrinite 
which  I  have  often    picked  up  in  the  quarries  of  the 
"Wren's    Nest"  {Ichthyocrinua  pyriformia);  while  its 
prevailing  trilobite,  Phacopa  limulurus^  seems  to  be  but  a 
transatlantic  variety  of  our  well  known  Asaphus  (Phcicops) 
caudatus.    Further,  the  sequence  of  the  various  formations 
both  above  and  below  the  Niagara  group,  is  shown  with 
remarkable  distinctness  in  that  part  of  the  world  along  the 
shores  of  the  great  lakes.     They  may  be  traced  downward, 
on  the  one  hand,  along  the  Lower  Silurian  deposits,  to  the 
non-fi>SBiliierouB  baae   oi\   vfVCii^  \\v^   %s^*^^\sl  reats^  and 
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iipn^rdfl,  on  the  other,  tbrongh  the  Old  Red  SEmdatomj 
and  the  CarboniferoBs  Limestone,  to  the  workable  Coal 
Mcaaures.  Both  stratigrapfakally  and  paUeontolc^odly 
the  place  in  the  scale  oC  the  Niagara  graveyard  can  be 
definitely  detennined;  and  a  eaperficial  depodt  on  the 
heights  in  its  immediate  neighborhood  shows  that  the  river 
did  not  begin  its  work  of  excavation  among  its  long  extinct 
shells,  trilobites,  and  corals,  nntil  after  not  only  the  great 
Palaeozoic,  but  also  the  Secondary  and  Tertiary  divisions 
had  been  laid  down,  and  the  recent  period  ushered  in.  The 
superficial  shells  of  the  adjacent  heights  belong  to  the 
Pleistocene  age,  and  show  that  in  even  that  comparatively 
modem  time  the  lower  lands  of  Upper  Canada  were  sub- 
merged beneath  the  level  of  the  ocean,  and  that  a  series  of 
deep  seas,  connected  by  broad  sounds,  occupied  the  place 
of  the  great  lakes.  Not  until  the  last  upheaval  of  the  land 
Was  the  river  now  known  as  the  St.  Lawienco  called  into 
existence,  to  begin  its  work  of  excavation ;  and  ere  that 
event  took  place,  fully  ten  miles  of  fossiliferous  rock  had 
been  depoMtcd  on  the  earth's  surface,  charged  with  the 
remains  of  many  succeeding  creations.  The  deposit  through 
which  the  Si.  Lawrence  is  slowly  mining  its  way  is  older 
than  the  river  itself  by  the  vast  breadth  of  the  four  Tertiary 
periods,  by  that  of  all  the  Secondary  ages,  —  Cretaceous, 
Oolitic,  and  Triassic,  —  by  the  periods,  too,  of  the  Permian 
system,  of  the  Carboniferous  system,  of  the  Old  Red  sys- 
tem, and  of  the  uppermost  beds  of  the  Upper  Silniian 
system.  But  a  simple  illustration  may  better  serve  to  show 
the  true  character  of  the  conclusion  urged  here  by  the 
opponent  of  Sir  Charles,  than  any  such  line  of  statement  as 
that  which  I  employ,  however  clear  to  the  geologist.  In 
the  year  1817,  Prince's  Street,  in  Edinbni^h,  was  opened 
np  to  the  Calton  Hill,  and  the  Calton  burying-gronnd  cnt 
through  to  the  depth  of  many  feset  by  t\i'*T(M&."w».-5.  \jfiX-ak 

se 
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suppose  that  when  the  excavation  has  been  carried  a 
hundred  yards  into  the  cemetery,  a  geologist,  finding  the 
laborers  cutting  on  the  average  about  a  yard  per  day, 
simply  intimates  as  his  opinion  that  the  laborers  have  been 
a  hundred  days  at  work.  "  No,"  replies  a  controversialist 
on  the  anti-geological  side;  "for  the  first  fifty  yards,  so 
soft  was  the  subsoil,  and  so  shallow  the  covering  of  mould, 
that  the  laborers  must  have  cut  at  the  rate  of  tico  yards  a 
day ;  it  has  been  merely  for  the  last  fifty  yards  that  they 
have  been  excavating  at  the  present  slow  rate :  they  cannot 
have  been  more  than  seventy-five  days  at  work.  I  marvel 
exceedingly  at  the  absurdity  of  geological  reasoners :  pal- 
fxxhly  the  bury  big-ground  of  the  Calton  is  only  seventy-five 
days  okV*  Now,  such,  in  no  exaggerated,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, greatly  modified  form,  is  the  argument  that  would 
limit  the  age  of  the  earth  to  the  period  during  which  the 
St.  Lawrence  has  been  scooping  out  a  channel  for  itself^ 
from  Quecnston  to  Niagara,  through  an  ancient  Silurian 
burying-ground.  Both  arguments  alike  confound  the  age 
of  the  ancient  burying-grounds  with  the  date  of  the  modem 
excavations  opened  up  through  them ;  but  in  order  to 
render  the  argument  of  my  illustration  equally  absurd  with 
the  other,  it  would  be  not  only  necessary  to  infer  that  the 
Culton  cemetery  was  only  seventy-five  days  old,  but  also  that 
the  rock  on  which  it  rested  was  no  older. 

But  enough  of  follies  such  as  these !  I  had  marked  a 
good  many  other  passages  of  similar  character  in  tlie  writ- 
ings of  the  recent  anti-geologists,  and  would  have  little 
difficulty  in  filling  a  volume  with  such ;  but  it  w^ould  be  a 
useless,  though  mayhap  curious  work,  and  is  much  better 
exhibited  by  specimen  than  as  a  whole.  A  little  folly  is 
amusing,  but  much  of  it  fatigues.  There  is  a  time  coming, 
and  now  not  verv  distant,  when  the  vagaries  of  the  anti- 
geologists  will  be  aa  obso\e\.<i  »a  \,Vvo^^  ol'  the  ^ographers  of 
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Salamanca,  or  as  those  of  the  astronomers  who  npheld  the 
oi'thodoxy  of  Ptolemy  against  Galileo  and  Newton ;  and 
■when  they  will  be  regarded  as  a  sort  of  curious  fossils,  very 
monstrous  and  bizarre,  and  altogether  of  an  extinct  typo,  hut 
fl-jiich  had  once  not  only  life,  but  were  formidable.  It  will 
then  be  seen  by  all  what  a  noble  vestibule  the  old  geologic 
agus  fonn  to  that  human  penocl  in  which  moral  responsi- 
bility first,  began  upon  earth,  and  a  creiiture  destined  to 
immortality  anticipated  an  eternal  hcrcalter.  There  is 
always  much  of  tlic  mtian  and  the  little  in  the  worlds  which 
man  creates  for  himself,  and  in  the  history  which  he  gives 
them.  Of  all  the  abortions  of  the  middle  ages  which  have 
come  down  to  ns,  I  know  not  a  more  miserable  one,  —  at 
once  ludicrous  and  sad,  —  than  that  heavens  and  earth  of 
Cosmas  ImUcopleustes,  the  monk,  which  I  illustrated  by 
diagrams  in  my  last  lecture  (Figs.  IH,  115).  They  aro  just 
such  heavens  and  earth  as  a  monk  might  have  made,  and 
made  too  at  a  silting,  Tlie  heavciis,  i-i'prcsented  as  a  solid 
arch  raised  on  tall  walls',  resfiiililr,  as  a  whole,  the  arch 
which  figures  in  the  middle  of  a  IVeoniason's  apron,  or,  more 
homely  still,  the  section  of  a  wine  cellar ;  while  the  earth 
lies  beneath  as  a  great  phiin  or  floor,  with  a  huge  hill  in  the 
distance,  behind  which  the  sun  passes  when  it  is  night. 
And  yet  this  scheme  gave  law  to  the  world  for  more  than 
dix  centuries,  and  lay  like  a  nightmare  on  phydcal  dis- 
covery, astronomic  and  geographical.  The  anti-geologists 
have  been  less  mischievous,  for  they  live  in  a  more  enlight- 
ened age ;  and  we  already  see  but  the  straggling  remains 
of  the  body,  and  hnow  tliat  the  time  cannot  he  far  distant 
when  it  will  be  as  completely  extinct  as  any  of  the  old 
faunas.  The  great  globe,  ever  revolving  on  itscK^  and 
journeying  in  space  round  the  sun,  in  obedience  to  laws 
which  it  immortalized  a  Kewton  to  discover  and  demon- 
strate, is  an  infinitely  more  sublime  and  noUti  d^i^wX  "iiasi. 
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the  earth  of  Cosmas  the  monk,  with  its  conical  monntain 
and  its  crypt-like  finnament ;  nor  can  I  donbt  that  its  history 
throughout  the  long  geologic  ages,  —  its  strange  story  of 
successive  creations,  each  placed  in  advance  of  that  which 
had  gone  before,  and  its  succeeding  organisms,  vegetable 
and  animal,  ranged  according  to  their  appearance  in  time, 
on  principles  which  our  profounder  students  of  natural 
science  have  but  of  late  determined,  —  will  be  found  in  an 
equal  degree  more  worthy  of  its  Divine  Author  than  that 
which  would  huddle  the  whole  into  a  few  literal  days,  and 
convert  the  incalculably  ancient  universe  which  we  inhabit 
into  a  hastily  run-up  erection  of  yesterday.        , 


LECTURE  ELEVENTH. 

ON  THE  LESS  KNOWN  FOSSIL  FLORAS  OF  BCOTLASD.* 
PAET    I, 

Scotland  has  its  four  fossil  floras, — its  flora  of  the  Oii 
Hed  Sandstone,  its  Carboniferous  flora,  its  Oolitio  flora, 
and  that  flora  of  apparently  Tertiary  age  of  which  hit 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Argyll  found  so  interesting  a  fragment 
overflown  by  the  thick  basalt  beds  and  trap  tnf&  of  Mull. 
Of  those,  the  only  one  adequately  known  to  the  geologist 
is  the  gorgeous  flora  of  the  Coal  Measures, — probably  the 
richest,  in  at  least  individual  plants,  which  the  world  has 
yet  seen.  Tlie  others  are  all  but  wholly  nnknownj  and 
the  Association  may  be  the  more  disposed  to  tolerate  the 
eoinparative  meagreness  of  the  few  brief  remarks  which  I 
purpose  making  on  two  of  their  number, — the  floras  of 
the  Old  Red  Sandstone  and  the  Oolite, — from  the  consid- 
eration that  that  meagreness  is  only  too  truly  representative 
of  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge  regarding  them;  and 
that  if  my  descriptions  be  scanty  and  inadequate,  it  is  only 
because  the  facts  are  still  few.    How  much  of  the  lost  may 

'  The  Eabstancc  of  tliis  and  the  rolloving  leclme  wai  origlnallj  given 
in  H  single  paper,  before  the  Gcologicul  Section  of  the  Britlah  AmocIbUob, 
held  at  Glasgow  In  September  IS-V).  So  eonsldenihle  have  been  the  ad- 
ditions, however,  that  llic  one  paper  ha«  Rwelted  Into  two  lectnrea,  Mo«t 
of  Iho  added  matter  was  nl  first  thrown  into  tlie  form  of  KotM ;  bnt  it  waa 
found,  lliut  from  their  length  and  frequency,  they  would  Iuitb  embanaiaed 
llic  printer,  mayhap  the  reader  also ;  anil  so  moat  of  the  laiger  ones  lukva 
been  introduced  Into  the  text  within  braeketa. 
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yet  be  recovered  I  know  not ;  but  the  circumstance  that 
two  great  floras,  —  remote  predecessors  of  the  existing 
one,  —  which  once  covered  with  their  continnoos  mantle 
of  green  the  dry  land  of  what  is  now  Scotland,  should  be 
represented  by  but  a  few  coniferous  fossils,  a  few  cycadace- 
ous  fronds,  a  few  ferns  and  club  mosses,  must  serve  to 
show  what  mere  fragments  of  the  past  history  of  our 
country  we  have  yet  been  able  to  recover  from  the  rocks, 
and  how  very  much  in  the  work  of  exploration  and  dis- 
cgveiy  still  remains  for  us  to  do.  We  stand  on  the  further 
edge  of  the  great  floras  of  by-past  creations,  and  have 
gathered  but  a  few  handfuls  of  faded  leaves,  a  few  broken 
branches,  a  few  decayed  cones. 

The  Silurian  deposits  of  our  country  have  not  yet  fur- 
nished us  with  any  unequivocal  traces  of  a  terrestrial 
vegetation.  Professor  Nicol  of  Aberdeen,  on  subjecting 
to  the  microscope  the  ashes  of  a  Silurian  anthracite  which 
occurs  in  Peeblesshire,  detected  in  it  minute  tubular  fibres, 
which  seem,  he  says,  to  indicate  a  higher  class  of  vegetation 
than  the  algae ;  but  these  may  have  belonged  to  a  marine 
vegetation  notwithstanding.  I  detected  some  years  ago, 
in  the  Trilobite-bearing  schists  of  Gir\'an,  associated  with 
graptolites  of  the  Lower  Silurian  type,  a  vegetable  organism 
somewhat  resembling  the  leaf  of  one  of  the  pond  weeds,  — 
an  order  of  plants,  some  of  whose  species,  such  as  Zostera, 
find  their  proper  habitats  in  salt  water.  I  have  placed 
beside  this  specimen  a  fragment  of  the  same  graptolite- 
boaring  rock,  across  which  I  have  pasted  part  of  a  leaf  of 
Zostera  marina^  the  only  plant  of  our  Scottish  seas  whicli 
is  furnished  with  true  roots,  bears  real  flowers  inclosed  hi 
herbaceous  spathes,  and  produces  a  well  formed  farinaceous 
seed.  It  will  be  seen,  that  in  the  few  points  of  cx)mparison 
"which  can  be  instituted  between  forms  so  exceedingly  sim- 
ple, the  ancient  very  closely  resembles  the  recent  organism. 
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It  is  not  impossible,  therefore,  that  the  Silurian  vegetuble 
may  have  belonged  to  some  tribe  of  phmts  allied  to  Zoatitrftf 


a,  •ILITSIAH  OBQASTaK.       h, 


and  if  so,  we  can  easily  coDoeive  hov  the  SUnrian  antbracit« 
of  car  country  may  be  altogether  of  marine  origm,  and 
may  yet  exhibit  in  its  microscopic  tubular  fibres  vestiges 
of  a  vegetation  higher  than  the  algte, 

pt  were  well,  in  dealing  with  tbo  very  ancient  floras,  in 
which  equivocal  forms  occur  that  might  have  belonged  to 
either  the  land  or  the  sea,  to  keep  in  view  thoue  curious 
plantH  of  the  present  time,  the  habitats  of  which  are  de> 
cidedly  marine,  but  which  are  marked  by  many  of  the 
pcculiariUes  of  the  seed-bearing  plants  of  the  land.  The 
superiority  of  Zostera  to  the  common  sea  weeds  of  our 
coasts  appears  to  have  struck  in  the  north  of  Scotland  eyes 
very  little  practised  in  such  matters,  and  seems  to  have 
given  rise,  in  consequence,  to  a  popular  myth.  Zottera 
marina  abounds   on  a  series   of  nand  WtiW,  -^w;^^^ 
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uncovered  by  the  larger  stream  tides,  which  lie  directly 
o^K>site  the  town  of  Cromarty,  neM*  the  spot  pointed  out 

by  tradition  as  the  site  of  an  earlier  town,  which  was 
swept  away  some  two  or  three  hundred  years  ago  by  the 
encroachments  of  the  sea.  And  these  banks,  with  their 
thick  covering  of  green  Zostera,  used  to  be  pointed  out  by 
the  fishermen  of  the  place,  in  my  younger  days,  as  the 
meadows  of  the  old  town,  still  bearing  their  origmal  cover- 
ings  of  vegetation,  —  a  vegetation  altered  no  doubt  by  the 
"sea  change"  that  had  come  over  it,  but  still  essentially 
the  same,  it  was  said,  as  that  which  had  smiled  around  the 
old  biirgh,  and  not  at  all  akin  to  the  bromi  kelp  or  tangle 
^lat  every  storm  fi'om  the  boisterous  north-east  heaps  along 
the  shore.  It  was  virtually  affirmed  that  the  luxuriant  ter- 
restrial grasses  i^  ancient  Cromarty  had  made  a  virtue  of 
necessity  in  their  altered  circumstances ;  and  that,  settling 
down  into  grasses  of  the  sea,  they  remained  to  testify  that 
an  ancient  Cromarty  there  had  once  been.  Zostera  marina^ 
like  most  plants  of  the  land,  ripens  its  seeds  towards  the 
close  of  autumn ;  and  I  have  seen  a  smart  night's  frost  at 
this  season,  when  coincident  with  a  stream  tide  that  laid 
bai'e  the  beds,  nip  its  seed-beaaung  stems  by  thousands; 
and  have  found  them  streiwed  along  the  beach  a  few  days 
after,  with  all  tlieir  gra«5-Kfce  spikes  fully  developed,  and 
tk(^  grain41!:e  seeds  charged  with  a  j^rinaoeous  substance, 
which  one  would  scarce  expect  to  find  developed  iii  the 
^a.  In  Uie  higher  reaches  of  the  Cromarty  Frith,  the 
Zostera  beds,  which  are  of  great  extent,  are  much  fi-c- 
(juented,  during  tlie  more  protracted  frosts  of  a  severe 
winter,  by  wild  geese  and  swans,  that  dig  up  and  feed 
*i|>on  tlie  saccharine  roots  of  the  plant.  The  Zostera  of 
the  warmer  latitudes  attain  to  a  larger  size  than  those 
of  our  Scottish  seas.  "  A  southern  species,"  says  Loudon, 
^''Zostera  oceauica^  \\a&  Icavea  a  foot  long  and  an  indi 
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broad.  It  ia  used  as  a  thatcb,  wluch  is  aaid  to  last  a 
century ;  bleaches  white  with  exposure ;  and  fnmiBhea  the 
rush-like  matorial  from  which  tlie  envelops  of  Italian  liquor 
flasks  arc  prepared."  The  simple  rectilinear  venation  of 
ribbon-like  fronds,  usually  much  broken,  that  occurs  in  the 
Lower  Old  Red  Sandstone,  has  often  reminded  me  of  that 
exhibited  by  this  exotic  species  uf  Zostera.] 

Associated  with  the  earliest  ichthyic  remains  of  the  Old 
R«d  Sandstone,  we  find  vegetable  organisms  in  such  abun- 


dance, that  they  eommanicate  often  a  fissile  charsctar  to 
the  stone  in  which  they  occur.  But,  existiog  as  mere 
carbonaceooa  markings,  tbeir  state  of  keeping  is  usually 
so  bad,  that  tlicy  tell  us  little  else  tha]ltbaJl.^bK>«x^^ikS]{w^- 
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formed  fishes  of  this  remote  period  swam  over  sea  bottoms 
darkened  by  forests  of  algsc.  The  prevailing  plant  was  one 
famished  with  a  long,  smooth  stem,  which,  thongh  it  threw 
off,  in  the  alternate  order,  numerous  branches  at  least  half 
as  stout  as  itself  preserved  its  thickness  for  considerable 
distances  without  diminution,  —  a  common  fucoidal  charac- 
teristic. We  find  its  remains  mixed  in  the  rock,  thongh 
spaiingly,  with  those  of  a  rough-edged  plant,  knobbed  some- 
what like  the  thong-like  receptacles  of  JERmanthcUia  iorea^ 
which  also  threw  off  branches  like  the  other,  but  diminished 
more  rapidly.  A  greatly  more  minute  vegetable  organism 
of  the  same  beds,  characterized  by  its  bifid  partings,  which 
strike  off  at  angles  of  about  sixty,  somewhat  resembles  the 
small-fronded  variety  of  Dlcti/ota  dic/totonut,  save  that  the 
sUm  terminations  of  the  frond  are  usually  bent  into  little 
hooks,  like  the  tendrils  of  the  pea  just  as  their  points  begin 
to  turn.  Another  rather  rare  plant  of  the  period,  existing 
as  a  broad,  irregularly  deft  frond,  somewhat  resembling 

Fig.U9. 


rucoiDB. 


that  of  a  modem  ChtUeria  or  NitophyUum^  betrays  at  once, 
in  its  outline  and  general  appearance,  its  marine  origin ;  as 
does  also  an  equally  rare  contemporary,  which,  judging 
from  its  appearance,  seems  to  have  been  a  true  fucus.  It 
ejrists  in  the  rock  as  if  simply  drawn  in  Indian  ink ;  for  it 
exhibits  no  structure,  though,  as  in  some  of  the  iGma  of  the 
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Coal  Measures,  vrhat  were  once  the  cnrla  of  its  leaflets 
cootinue  to  exist  as  sensible  hollows  on  the  aor&ce.  It 
broadens  and  divides  atop  into  three  or  Ibar  lobes,  and 
these,  in  turn,  broaden  and  divide  into  minor  lobes,  double 
or  temate,  and  usually  rounded  at  their  terminations.  In 
general  appearance  the  plant  not  a  little  resembles  those 
specimens  of  .F\tcug  vesiculoaus  which  we  find  existing  in  a 
diminutive  form,  and  divested  of  both  the  receptacles  and 
the  air  vessels,  at  the  mouth  of  rivers.  Of  two  other  kinds 
of  plants  I  have  seen  only  confused  masses,  in  which  the 
individuals  were  so  crowded  together,  and  withal  so  ti^- 
mentary  and  broken,  that  their  separate  forms  could  not 
be  traced.  In  the  one  the  general  appearance  was  such 
.  as  might  be  produced  by  compressed  and  tangled  masses 
of  Chorda  filiian,  in  which  the  linear  and  even  tubular 
character  of  the  plant  could  be  determined,  but  Dot  its 
continuous,  cord-like  aspect;  in  the  other,  the  fragments 
seemed  well  nigh  as  slim  as  hairs,  and  the  appearance  was 
such  as  might  be  produced  by  branches  of  that  common 
ectooarpus,  JS.  Uttoralis,  which  may  he  seen  on  our  rocky 
coasts  roughening  at  low  water  the  stems  of  laminaria. 
When  highly  magnified,  a  mesial  gi-oove  might  be  de- 
tected running  along  each  of  the  hair-like  lines.  With 
these  marine  plants  we  occasionally  find  large  rectilinear 
stems,  resolved  into  a  true  coal,  but  retaining  no  organio 
character  by  which  to  distinguish  them.  As  I  have  seen 
some  of  these  more  than  three  inches  in  diameter,  and, 
tliough  existing  as  mere  fragments,  several  feet  in  length, 
they  must,  if  they  were  ^so  plants  of  the  sea,  have  ex- 
ceeded in  »ze  our  largest  laminaria.*    And  such  are  the 

*  A  niriOTi«  i^t  or  the^e,  witb  Epedmena  of  the  Bmooth.stemmeil  nicofd 
rollcctcd  \iy  Ur.  John  Miller  ot  Thureo,  —  a  meiitorions  laborer  In  the 
ircologic  field,  — vere  exhibited  at  Glaffon- 10  lbeA>K>cl>tioD.  The  lirg^r 
■l«iM  weie  tUcklj'  traversed  in  Hr.  J.  Miller'i  ipodmeiu  b;  fiwi,BB:£t. 
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few  vegetable  organisms,  of  app»eiitl]r«qaatie  ori^m,  which 
I  have  hitherto  succeeded  in  detecting  in  the  Loirer  Old 
Bed  Sandstone  of  Scotland.^  Their  individual  nmnbera, 
however,  must  have  been  very  great,  though,  from,  the 
destructible  character  of  their  tissues,  their  forms  have 
perished  in  the  stone.  The  immensdy  developed  flagstones 
of  Ciuthness  seem  to  owe  their  dark  color  to  organic  matter 
mainly  of  vegetable  origin.  So  strongly  bituminous,  indeed, 
are  some  of  the  beds  of  dingier  tint,  that  they  flame  in  the 
Are  like  slates  steeped  in  oil. 

The  remains  of  a  terrestrial  vegetation  in  this  deposit  are 
greatly  scantier  than  those  of  its  marine  plants ;  but  they 
must  be  regarded  as  possessing  a  peculiar  interest,  as,  with 
the  exception  of  the  spore  cases  of  the  Ludlow  rocks,  the 
oldest  of  their  class,  in  at  least  the  British  islands,  whose 
true  place  in  the  scale  can  be  satisfactorily  established.  In 
the  flagstones  of  Orkney  there  occurs,  though  very  rarely, 
a  minute  vegetable  organism,  which  I  have  elsewhere  de- 
scribed as  having  much  the  appearance  of  one  of  our 


lines,  which  seemed,  however,  to  be  merely  lines  of  rfaoraboidal  fmcture 
in  the  glo&sy  coal  into  which  the  plants  were  converted,  and  not  one  of 
their  original  characters. 

♦  I  must,  however,  add,  that  there  was  found  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Stromness  about  fifteen  years  ago,  by  Dr.  John  Fleming,  a  cnrious 
nondescript  vegetable  organism,  which,  though  equivocal  in  character 
and  appearance,  was  in  all  probability  a  plant  of  the  sea.  It  consisted  of 
a  flattened  cylinder,  in  some  of  the  specimens  exceeding  a  foot  in  length 
by  an  inch  in  breadth,  and  traversed  on  both  the  upper  and  under  sides 
by  a  mesial  groove  extending  to  the  extremities.  It  bore  no  external 
markings,  and  the  section  exhibited  but  an  indistinct  fibrous  structure, 
sufficient,  however,  to  indicate  its  vegetable  origin.  I  have  not  hitherto 
succeeded  in  finding  for  myself  specimens  of  this  organism,  which  has 
been  named  provisionally,  by  Dr.  Plcming,  Stroma  ohscum ;  but  it  seems 
not  improbable  that  certain  supposed  fragments  of  wood,  detcctc<l  by  Mr. 
Charles  Peach  in  the  Caithness  Flagstones,  but  which  do  not  exhibit  the 
woody  structure,  may  have  belonged  to  it.  « 
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■nutUer  fenis,  such  as  the  iniud^bair> 
spleenwort,  or  dwarf  moonwort.  It 
connets  of  a  nuDute  stem,  partially 
cov«red  hy  what  seems  to  be  a  Btnall 
sheath  or  hollow  bract,  and  bifiircatea 
into  two  fronds  or  piniue,  fringed  by 
from  ton  to  twelve  leaflets,  that  nearly 
im[HtJge  on  each  other,  and  somewhat 
resemble  hi  their  mode  of  arrangement 
the  leaSets  of  one  of  oar  commonest 
Aspleniuma, — Aaplenium  trichomanet. 
One  of  our  highest  authorities,  how- 
ever, in  such  matters  (Professor  Bal- 
four of  Edinburgh)  qnestiouB  whether 
this  organism  be  in  roaltly  a  fern,  and 
describes  it  from  the  specimen  on  the 
table,  in  the  Palnontological  chapter 
of  his  admirable  Class  Book,  ^mply  as 
"  a  remarkable  pmnate  frond."  (P>g> 
13,  p.  66.)  "We  find  it  associated  with 
the  remains  of  a  terrealrial  plant  allied' 
to  lepidodendron,  and  which  in  size  and 
general  appearance  not  a  little  resero- 
Mes  one  of  our  commonest  club  mosses, 
— I/ycopodium  davatum.*    It  sends 


*  I  Agnred  thit  (pedM  from  an  impeifto 
Crotnarty  Bpccimen  fifteen  yoara  ago.  fS«e 
"  Old  Red  Sanditone,"  flut  edition,  1841,  Plate 
VII.  Fig.  4).  Of  the  greallj  better  Bpcelmena 
now  figured  I  owe  the  Iwger  one  (Fig.  120)  lo 
Mrs.  Mill,  Thurso,  who  detected  It  in  the  rtrhly 
roSBilifcrons  flng^tonee  of  the  locality  in  which 
■he  residee,  and  kindly  made  It  oierto  me;  and 
tbe  qiedmcn  of  which  I  hare  given  a.  magolficeot  representatloo  (Fig.  12, 
p.  SSI  to  my  frictMl  Ht.  Robert  Dick.    I  tutve,  liecidee,  seen  levetsl  k^^i^ 
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out  its  branches  in  exactly  the  same  style,— « some  short 
and  simple,  others  branched  like  the  parent  stem,  —  in  an 
arrangement  approximately  alternate;  and  is  everywhere 
covered,  stem  and  branch,  by  thickly  set  scale-like  leaflets, 
that,  suddenly  narrowing,  terminate  in  exceedingly  slim 
points.  It  has,  however,  proportionally  a  stouter  stem 
than  Lycopodium;  its  leaves,  when  seen  in  profile,  seem 
more  rectilinear  and  thin ;  and  none  of  its  branches  yet 
found  bear  the  fructiferous  stalk  or  spike.  Its  resemblance, 
however,  to  this  commonest  of  the  Lycopodia,  —  a  plant 
that  may  be  gathered  by  hnndfuls  on  the  moors  by  which 
the  flagstones  are  covered,  —  is  close  enough  to  suggest  a 
new  reading  of  the  familiar  adage  on  the  meeting  of  ex- 
tremes. Between  the  times  of  this  ancient  fossil,  —  one 
of  the  oldest  of  land  plants  yet  known,  —  and  those  of  the 
existing  club  moss  that  now  scatters  its  light  spores  by 
millions  over  the  dead  and  blackened  remains  of  its  remote 
predecessor,  many  creations  must  have  intervened,  and 
many  a  prodigy  of  the  vegetable  world  appeared,  especially 
in  the  earlier  and  middle  periods,  —  Sigillaria,  Favularia, 
K^norria,  and  Ulodendron,  —  that  have  had  no  representa- 
tives in  the  floras  of  latter  times;  and  yet  here,  flanking 
the  immense  scale  at  both  its  ends,  do  we  find  plants  of  so 
nearly  the  same  form  and  type,  that  it  demands  a  careful 
survey  to  distinguish  their  points  of  difference.  Here, 
for  instance,  to  illustrate  the  fact,  is  there  a  specimen  of 
Lycopodium  cluvatum,  from  one  of  these  Caithness  moors, 
that  agrees  branch  for  branch,  and  both  in  the  disposition 
of  its  scales  and  in  general  outline,  with  the  specimen  in 
the  stone.  What  seems  to  be  an  early  representative  of 
the  Calamites  occurs  in  the  same  beds.     Some  of  the 

mens  of  tho  same  organism,  in  a  better  or  worse  state  of  keeping,  in  the 
interesting  collection  of  the  Bev.  Charles  Clouston,  Sandwick,  near  Strom- 
nefir. 
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specimens  are  of  lai^  sze, — at  least  from  nine  incheB  to  a 
fuot  in  circomference,  —  and  ret^  their  thickness,  though 
existing  as  fragments  several  feet  in  leifgth,  with  but  little 
diminution  throughout.  They  resembled  the  interior  casts 
of  Calamites  in  being  longitudinally  furrowed ;  but  the 
furrows  are  flatter,  and  are  themselves  minutely  striated 
lengthwise  by  lines  as  fine  as  hairs ;  and,  instead  of  present- 
ing any  appearance  of  joints,  there  run  diagonally  across 
the  stems,  interrupted  and  very  irregular  lines  of  knobs. 
These  I  find  referred  to  by  Dr.  Joseph  Hooker,  in  describ- 
ing a  set  of  massive  but  ill  preser\'ed  remains  of  the  same 
organism  detected  in  South  Ness  quarry,  near  Lerwick,  by 
the  Hod.  Mr.  Tufihcll,  as  taking,  in  two  of  the  specimens, 
"the  appearance  of  transverse  knobs  and  bars  (mayhap 
spirally  arranged)  that  cross  the  strife  obliquely.  But 
though  the  knobs,"  he  adds,  "may  perhaps  indicate  a 
peculiar  character  of  the  plants,  they  have  more  probably 
been  caused  by  pressure  during  silicification."  As,  hon'- 
ever,  they  also  occur  in  the  best  preserved  fragment  of  the 
plant  which  I  have  yet  seen,  —  a  Thurso  specimen  which  I 
owe  to  my  friend  Mr,  Dick,  —  I  deem  it  best  to  regard 
them,  provi^onally  at  least,  as  one  of  the  characteristics  of 
the  plant.  I  may  mention,  that  while  I  disinterred  one 
of  my  specimens  from  the  Thurso  flagstones,  where  it 
occurred  among  remuns  of  Dipterns  and  Astcrolepis,  I 
derived  another  specimen  from  the  great  overlying  forma- 
tion of  pale-Red  Sandstone  to  which  the  lofty  hills  of  Hoy 
and  the  tall  mural  precipices  of  Dunnet  Head  belong ;  and 
that  this  plant  is  the  only  organism  which  has  yet  been 
found  in  this  uppermost  member  of  tho  Lower  Old  Red,  to 
at  least  the  north  of  the  Moray  Frith.  Another  apparently 
terrestrial  organism  of  the  lower  formation,  of,  however, 
rare  occurrence,  very  much  resembles  a  sheathing  bract  or 
■patlie.    It  is  of  considerable  me, — from  foui  to  bm.  '■K.i^i'» 
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in  length,  by  from  two  to  three  inohee  in  breadtli, — at  a 
broadly  elliptical  and  yet  somewhat  lanoeolate  form,  deeply 
but  irregularly  corrugated,  the  rug»  exhibiting  a  tendency 
to  converge  towards  both  its  lower  and  upper  tennioiidoiis, 
and  with,  in  some  instances,  what  seems  to  be  the  fragment 
of  a  second  spathe  springing  from  its  base.  Another  and 
much  smaller  vegetable  organism  of  the  same  beds  presents 
the  form  of  a  spathc^nveloped  bud  or  unblown  flower 
wrapped  up  in  its  calyx;  but  all  the  specimens  which  I 
have  yet  seen  are  too  obscure  to  admit  of  certain  deter- 
mination. I  may  here  mention,  that  curious  markings, 
which  have  been  regarded  as  impressions  made  by  vege- 
tables that  had  themselves  disappeared,  have  been  detected 
during  the  last  twelvemonth  in  a  quarry  of  the  Lower  Old 
Bed  Sandstone  near  Iluntly,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mackay  of 
Rhynie.  They  arc  very  curious  and  very  puzzling;  but 
though  some  of  the  specimens  present  the  appearance  of  a 
continuous  midrib,  that  throws  off,  with  a  certain  degree 
of  regularity,  apparent  leaflets,  I  am  inclined  to  regard 
them  rather  as  lying  within  the  province  of  the  ichnologist 
than  of  the  fossil  botanist.  They  bear  the  same  sort  of 
resemblance  to  a  long,  thickly-leaved  frond,  like  that  of  the 
"  hard  fern,"  that  the  cast  of  a  many-legged  annelid  does 
to  a  club  moss ;  and  I  was  struck,  on  my  first  walk  along 
the  Portobello  beach,  after  examining  a  specimen  kindly 
sent  me  by  Mr.  Mackay,  to  see  how  nearly  the  tract  of  a 
small  shore  crab  (Carcinus  Mamas)  along  the  wet  sand 
resembled  them,  in  exhibiting  what  seemed  to  be  an  ob- 
scure midrib  fringed  with  leaflets. 

But  the  genuine  vegetable  organism  of  the  formation, 
indicative  of  the  highest  rank  of  any  yet  found  in  it,  is  a 
true  wood  of  the  cone-bearing  order.  I  laid  open  the 
nodule  which  contains  this  specimen,  in  one  of  the  ichthyo- 
iite  beds  of  Croiuaity,  rather  more  than  eighteen  years 
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ago ;  but  though  I  described  it,  in  the  first  edition  of  my 
little  vork  on  the  Old  Red  Sandstone,  in  1841,  as  exhibit- 
ing the  wood-fibre,  it  was  cot  until  1845  that,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  optical  lapidary,  I  subjected  its  strncture 
to  the  test  of  the  microscope.  It  turned  out,  as  I  had 
anticipated,  to  foe  the  portion  of  a  tree ;  and  on  my  sabmit- 
tiug  the  prepared  epectmen  to  one  of  our  highest  authori- 
ties,— the  late  Mr.  William  Nicol, — he  at  once  decided 
that  the  "reticulated  texture  of  the  transverse  section, 
though  somewhat  compressed,  clearly  indicated  a  ccHitferous 
origin."  I  may  add,  that  this  most  ancient  df  Scottish 
lignites  presents  several  peculiarities  of  structure.  like 
some  of  the  Araucarians  of  the  warmer  latitudes,  it  ex- 
hibits no  lines  of  yearly  growth ;  its  medullary  rays  are 
slender,  and  comparatively  inconspicuous;  and  the  discs 
which  mottle  the  sides  of  its  sap-chambers,  when  viewed  in 
the  longitudinal  section,  are  exceedingly  minute,  and  are 
ranged,  so  far  as  can  be  judged  in  their  imperfect  state  of 
keeping,  in  the  alternate  order  peculiar  to  the  Araucarians. 
On  what  perished  land  of  the  early  Palaeozoic  ages  did  this 
venerably  antique  tree  cast  root  and  flourish,  when  the 
extinct  genera  Pterichthys  and  Coccosteus  were  enjoying 
life  by  milUona  in  the  surrounding  seas,  long  ere  the  flora 
or  &una  of  the  Co^  Measures  had  begun  to  be  f 

I  may  be  here  permitted  to  mention,  that  in  a  little 
Yolume,  written  in  reply  to  a  widely  known  and  very  in- 
genions  work  on  the  Development  hypothesis,  I  described 
and  figured  this  unequivocally  genuine  lignite,  in  order  to 
■how  that  a  true  wood  takes  its  place  among  the  earliest 
terrestrial  plants  known  to  the  geologist.  I  at  the  same 
time  mentioned, — desirous,  of  course,  that  the  facts  of  the 
question  should  be  &irly  stated,  whatever  their  bearing,  — 
that  the  nodule  in  which  it  occurred  had  been  partially 
washed  <»it  of  the  fish  bed  in  which  I  found.  i-V  \s^  iJoa 
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action  of  the  surf;  and  my  opponent,  fixing  on  the  dream- 
stance,  insinuated,  in  the  answer  with  which  he  honored 
mc,  that  it  had  not  belonged  to  the  bed  at  all,  but  had 
been  derived  from  some  other  formation  of  later  date.  He 
ought,  however,  to  have  taken  into  account  my  further 
statement,  namely,  that  the  same  nodule  which  enclosed 
the  lignite  contained  part  of  another  fossil,  the  well  marked 
scales  of  Diplacanthtia  stnatua,  an  ichthyolite  restricted, 
like  the  Coccosteus  (a  specimen  of  which  occurred  in  a 
neighboring  nodule),  to  the  Lower  Old  Red  Sandstone 
exclusively.  If  there  be  any  value  whatever  in  palaednto- 
logical  evidence,  this  Cromarty  lignite  must  have  been 
deposited  in  a  sea  inhabited  by  the  Coccosteus  and  Dipla- 
canthus.  It  is  demonstrable  that,  while  yet  in  the  recent 
state,  a  Diplacanthus  lay  down  and  died  beside  it ;  and  the 
evidence  in  the  case  is  unequivocally  this,  that  in  the  oldest 
portion  of  the  oldest  terrestrial  flora  yet  known,  there 
occurs  the  fragment  of  a  tree  quite  as  high  in  the  scale  as 
the  stately  Norfolk  Island  pine,  or  the  noble  cedar  of 
Lebanon. 

[I  have  failed  hitherto  in  finding  any  remains  of  terres- 
trial plant-covered  surfaces  in  the  Old  Red  Sandstone  of 
Scotland,  though  decided  traces  of  desiccated  sub-oerial 
ones  are  not  rare.  Shallows  and  banks  seem  to  have  been 
numerous  during  the  period  of  at  least  the  Lower  forma- 
tion. The  flagstones  of  Caithness  and  Orkney,  and  the 
argillaceous  fish  beds  of  Cromarty  and  Ross,  not  only 
abound  in  the  ripple-marked  sur&ces  of  a  shallow  sea, 
but  also  in  cracked  and  flawed  planes  that  must  have  dried 
and  split  into  polygonal  partings  in  the  air  and  the  sun. 
The  appearance  of  these  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  town 
of  Thurso,  about  half  a  mile  to  the  east  of  the  river,  is  not 
a  little  curious.  Bearing  throughout  the  general  dingy 
hue  of  the  flagstones,  they  yet  consbt  of  alternating  beds 
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of  two  distinct  characters  and  qaalities.  The  one  kini% 
fissile,  finely  grained,  and  sliarply  rippic-marked,  seems  to 
have  been  deposited  in  shallow  water;  the  other,  not  iissile, 
bat,  if  I  may  so  speak,  felted  together  so  as  to  yield  with 
difficulty  to  the  liammer  in  any  direction,  and  traversed  by 
polygonal  partings,  filled  up  usually  by  the  substance  of  the 
overlying  stratum,  appears  to  have  had  a  different  origin. 
The  state  of  keeping,  too,  in  which  the  ichthyic  remains  of 
these  alternating  beds  occur  is  always  very  difierent.  The 
smaller  and  more  delicately  organized  fishes  are  never  found 
entife,  save  in  the  fissile,  finely  grained  beds;  in  the  others 
we  detect  only  scattered  fragments ;  and  even  these,  unless 
they  belonged  to  the  robust  Asterolepis  or  his  congeners, — 
which,  however,  in  these  beds  they  usually  do,  —  much 
broken.  The  polygonal  partings  seem  to  indicate  that 
these  tonghly-feltcd  beds,  whose  very  stylo  of  weathering 
—  rough,  gnarled,  fretted  into  globose  protuberances  and 
irregular  hollows  —  shows  that  it  had  not  been  formed  by 
quiet  deposition,  must  have  had  their  broad  backs  raised 
for  a  time  above  the  surfiice  of  the  water,  to  be  deui'cated 
in  the  hot  sun.  And  the  fragmentary  state  of  the  fossils 
which  they  contain  seems  to  point,  with  the  roughncsso^ 
of  their  weathered  surfaces,  to  some  peculiarity  in  their 
origin.  The  recollection  which  they  awoke  in  my  mind 
with  each  visit  I  paid  them  for  three  years  together,  may 
probably  indicate  what  that  origin  was.  I  had  a  relation 
who  died  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  who  passed 
many  years  in  British  Guiana,  in  the  colony  of  Berbice,  and 
whose  graphic  descriptions  of  that  part  of  South  America 
made  a  strong  imprestdon  upon  me  when  a  boy,  and  still 
dwells  in  my  memory.  He  was  settled  on  a  cotton  planta- 
tion near  the  coast  side ;  and  so  exceedingly  flat  was  the 
surrounding  country,  that  the  house  in  which  he  dwelt, 
though  nearly  two  miles  distant  from  the  shace,rt/a<ylV«>\^ 
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more  than  five  feet  above  its  level.  The  soQ  oonsisted  of  a 
dark  gray  consolidated  mud ;  and  in  looking  seawards  from 
the  margin  of  the  land,  tbere  was  nothing  to  be  seen,  when 
tlie  tide  fell,  save  dreary  mud  flats  whole  miles  in  extent, 
>\  ith  the  line  of  blue  water  beyond  stretching  along  the 
distant  horizon.  These  mud  flats  M'ere  much  frequented 
by  birds  of  the  wader  family,  that  used  to  come  and  fish  in 
the  shallow  pools  for  the  small  fry  that  had  lingered  behind 
when  the  tide  fell ;  and  my  cousin,  a  keen  sportsman  in  his 
day,  has  told  me  that  he  used  to  steal  upon  them  in  his 
mud  shoes,  —  flat  boards  attached  to  the  soles,  like  the 
snow  shoes  of  the  higher  latitudes,  —  and  enjoy  rare  sport 
in  knocking  down  magnificent  game,  such  as  "  the  roseate 
spoonbill"  and  "gorgeous  flamingo."  There  were  times, 
however,  when  the  mud  shoe  j)roved  of  no  avail,  and  the 
flat  expanse  remained  impassable  for  weeks,  — 

"  A  boggy  syrtis,  neither  sea 
Nor  good  dry  land." 

The  coast,  —  directly  impinged  on  by  the  drift;  current,  and 
beaten  by  the  long  roll  of  waves  which  had  fii-st  begun  to 
rise  under  the  impulsions  of  the  trade  winds  on  the  African 
coast  two  thousand  miles  away,  —  was  much  exposed  to 
tempests ;  and  after  every  fresh  storm  from  the  east,  a 
huge  bank  of  mud  used  to  come  rolling  in  from  the  sea, 
three  or  four  feet  abreast,  and  remain  wholly  impassable 
until,  during  some  two  or  three  neap  tides,  its  snr&ce  had 
been  exposed  to  a  tropical  sun,  and  partially  consolidated 
by  the  lieat.  And  then  the  waste  would  become  passable 
as  before,  and  the  chopped  and  broken  surfiice,  exposed  to 
the  ordinary  action  of  the  sea,  and  to  gradual  depositions 
during  flood,  would  begin  to  be  smoothed  over,  and  the 
birds  would  find  themselves  no  lonjrer  safe.  Now,  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  we  have  here  the  conditions  necessary 
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to  the  formation  of  the  Thurso  deponte.  Let  us  euppone, 
near  where  Thurm  now  stands,  a  wide  tract  of  flitt  mod 
bonks  in  a.  sea  so  shallow  aa  to  be  laid  dry  at  ebb  for  miles 
together.  Let  ns  farther  sappose  periods  of  tranqnil  depo- 
rition  or  re-an-angetnent,  during  which  one  ripple-marked 
stratum  is  laid  qoietly  down  over  another,  and  the  fish, 
killed  by  ac4:ident,  or  left  stranded  by  the  evaporation  of 
the  little  pools,  are  covered  up,  like  the  plants  in  a  botanist's 
drying-book,  in  a  state  of  complete  entireness.  Let  as  yet 
further  suppose  great  mud  banks  driven  by  oecasional 
tempests  from  the  deeper  water  beyond,  and  so  heaped  up 
over  these  sedimentary  beds  as  to  be  exposed  during  even 
the  flood  of  neap  tides  to  the  desiccating  influences  of  the 
atmosphere  and  the  sun,  until  the  surfiicB  has  become  hard 
08  a  snn-bumed  brick,  and  has  chopped  into  polygonal 
partings,  with  wide  rents  between.  And  finally,  let  ns 
■uppose  the  whole  in  this  state  liud  under  water  at  the 
r^tam  of  stream  tides,  and  exposed  to  the  ordinary  sedi- 
mentary action.  Docs  it  not  seem  probable  that  the 
alternating  beds  in  all  their  conditions  would  be  ^ven  us 
by  such  a  process?  In  the  stratum  represented  by  the 
mufl  bank,  the  stone  would  be  of  ifhat  I  have  termed  a 
felted,  not  a  fissile  character;  its  organic  rem^s  would 
e.iist  in  a  fragmentary  and  scattered  state,  —  for,  torn  up 
from  their  jdaces  of  ori^nal  deposition,  and  rolled  onwards 
in  the  storm-impelled  mud,  they  conld  not  fiul  to  be  broken 
up  and  disperBed ;  and  further,  they  would  be  in  large  part 
those  of  bulky  deep«ea  fishes.  And  lastly,  the  surface  of 
these  beds  would  be  polygonally  cracked  and  flawed,  and 
the  wider  cracks  filled  up  by  the  substance  of  the  overlying 
strata.  And  these  overlyirg  strata,  on  the  other  hand, — 
the  result  of  a  period  of  quiet  deposition  in  shallow  water, 
—  would  be  regularly  bedded,  and  their  ichthyic  remains, 
con:tistiiig  mainly  of  small  Ultoral  fishes,  vfTOild.\»  ^\«»Kt:^^ 
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in  a  state  of  comparative  entireness.  For,  however,  such 
numerous  repetitions  of  sdtemately  felted  and  fissile  ripple* 
marked  strata  as  we  find  in  the  neighborhood  of  Thurso,  — 
repetitions  can-ied  on  for  hundreds  of  feet  in  vertical  extent, 
—  we  require  yet  another  condition,  —  that  condition  of 
gradual  subsidence  in  the  general  crust  which  can  alono 
accoimt  for  the  fact  so  often  pressed  upon  the  geologist  in 
exploring  the  Coal  Measures,  that  in  deposits  thousands  of 
feet  in  thickness,  each  stratum  in  succession  had  been  laid 
down  in  a  shallow  sea.] 

It  is  a  curious  circumstance,  that  the  Old  Red  flag- 
stones which  lie  along  the  southern  flanks  of  the  Gram- 
pians, and  are  represented  by  the  gray  stone  known  in 
commerce  as  the  Arbroath  Pavement,  have  not,  so  far  as 
is  yet  known,  an  organism  in  common  with  the  Old  Red 
flagstones  of  the  north.  I  at  one  time  supposed  that  the 
rectilinear,  smooth-stemmed  fucoid,  already  described, 
occurred  in  both  series,  as  the  gray  stones  have  also  their 
smooth-stemmed,  rectilinear,  tape-like  organism ;  but  the 
points  of  resemblance  were  too  few  and  simple  to  justify 
the  conclusion  that  they  were  identical,  and  I  have  since 
ascertained  that  they  were  entirely  different  plants.  The 
fucoid  of  the  Caithness  flagstones  threw  oflT,  as  I  have 
shown,  in  the  sdtemate  order,  numerous  ribbon-like 
branches  or  fronds ;  whereas  the  ribbon-like  fronds  or 
branches  of  the  Forfarshire  plant  rose  by  dozens  from  a 
common  root,  like  the  fronds  of  Zostera,  and  somewhat 
resembled  a  scourge  of  cords  fastened  to  a  handle.  Con- 
temporary with  this  organism  of  the  gray  flagstone  forma- 
tion, and  thickly  occupying  the  planes  on  which  it  rests, 
there  occur  fragments  of  twisted  stems,  some  of  them  from 
three  to  four  inches  in  diameter  (though  represented  by 
but  mere  films  of  carbonaceous  matter),  and  irregularly 
utreakcd,  or  rather  wrinkled^  longitudinally,  like  the  bark 
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of  some  of  our  forest  trees,  though  On  a  smaller  scale. 
With  these  we  find  in  considerable  abundance  irregnlarly- 
shaped  patches,  also  of  carbonaceous  matter,  reticulated 
into  the  semblance  of  polygonal,  or,  in  some  instances, 
egg-shaped  meshes,  and  which  remind  one  of  pieces  of 
ill  woven  lace.  When  first  laid  open,  these  meshes  are 
filled  each  with  a  carbonaceons  speck ;  and,  from  their 
supposed  resemblance,  in  the  aggregated  form,  to  the  eggs 
of  the  frog  in  their  albuminous  envelop,  the  quarriers 
term  them  "  pnddock  [frog]  spawn."  The  slabs  in  which 
they  occur,  thickly  covered  over  with  their  vegetable 
impressions,  did  certiunly  remind  me,  when  I  first  exam- 
ined them  some  fifteen  years  ago,  of  the  bottom  of  some 
stagnant  ditch  beside  some  decaying  hedge,  as  it  appears 
in  middle  spring,  when  pa^'ed  with  fragments  of  dead 
branches  and  withered  grass,  and  mottled  with  its  life- 
impregnated  patches  of  the  gelid  substance  regarding 
which  a  provincial  poet  tells  his  readers,  in  daasical 
Scotch,  that 

"  Paddock-Bpuc  is  ta'  o'  e'en. 
An'  every  a'e  's  a  pu-head."  • 

Higher  anthorities  than  the  quarriers, — among  the  rest, 
the  late  Dr.  Mantell, — have  been  disposed  to  regard  these 
polygonal  markings  as  the  fossilized  spawn  of  ancirat 
Batrschians ;  but  there  now  seems  to  be  evidence  enough 
from  which  to  conclude  that  they  are  the  remains,  not  of 
the  eggs  of  an  animal,  but  of  the  seed  of  a  plant.  Such 
was  the  view  taken  many  years  ago  by  Dr.  Fleming, — the 
original  discoverer,  let  me  add,  of  fossils  both  in  those 
Upper  and  Middle  Old  Red  Sandstone  deposiu  that  lie 
in  Scotland  to  the  south  of  the   Grampians.     *'  These 

•  ■■  Frogspavn  is  flill  of  eye*  [that  U,  black  eye-lUte  points],  and  eroT 
«ye  U  a  tadpole." 
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orgnnisms,"  we  find  him  saying,  in  a  paper  published  in 
"Cheek's  Edinburgh  Journal"  (1831),  "occur  ia  the 
form  of  circular  flat  patches,  not  equalling  an  inch  ui 
diameter,  and  composed  of  numerous  smaller  contiguous 
pieces.  They  aro  not  unlike  what  might  be  expected  to 
result  from  a  compressed  berry,  such  as  the  bramble  of 
the  rasp.  As,  however,  they  are  found  adjacent  to  the 
narrow  leaves  of  gramineous  [looking]  vegetables,  and 
chiefly  in  clay  slate,  originally  lacustrine  silt,  it  is  probable 
that  they  constituted  the  conglobate  panicles  of  ex^ct 
species  of  the  genus  Junicus  or  Sparzanium."  From 
Specimens  subsequently  found  by  Dr.  Fleming,  and  on 
which  he  has  erected  his  species  Parka  decipiena,  it  seems 


evident  that  the  nearly  circular  bodies  (which  in  all  the 
better  preserved  instances  circumscribe  the  small  poly- 
gwial  ones)  were  set  in  receptacles  somewhat  resembling 
the  receptacle  or  calyx  of  the  strawberry  or  rasp.  Judg- 
ing from  one  of  the  specimens,  this  calyx  appears  to  have 
consisted  of  five  pieces,  which  united  in  a  central  stem, 
and  were  traversed  by  broad  irregularly  diverging  strise. 
And  the  spawn-like  patches  of  Carmylie  appear  to  be 
■imply  ill  preserved  specimens  of  this  fruit,  whatever  its 
true  character,  in  which  the  minute  circular  portions, 
divested  of  the  receptacle  and  stem,  had  been  thrown 
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i:ilo  iri'cgular  forms  by  the  joint  ageucy  of  prcaeure  and 
decay.  The  great  abundance  of  these  organisms, — for  so 
nbundant  are  they,  that  visitors  to  the  Carmylie  quarries 
find  they  can  cany  away  with  them  as  many  specimens 
as  they  please, — may  be  regarded  aa  of  itself  indicative 
of  a  vegetable  origin.*  It  is  not  in  the  least  strange, 
however,  tliat  they  should  have  been  taken  for  patches 
of  spawn.  The  large-grained  spawn  of  fishes,  such  as  the 
Inmp-fish,  salmon,  or  sturgeon,  might  be  readily  enough 
mistaken,  in  even  the  recent  state,  for  the  detached 
spherical-seed  vessels  of  fruit,  such  as  the  bramble-berry, 
the  stone-bramble,  or  the  rasp.  "  Hang  it ! "  I  once  heard 
a  eoinitryman  exclaim,  on  lielping  himself  at  table  to  a 
spoonful  of  Caviare,  which  he  had  mistaken  for  a  sweet- 
meat, and  instantly,  according  to  Milton,  "  with  sputter- 
ing noise  rejected," — "  Hang  it  for  nasty  stuff! — I  took  it 
for  bramble  berry  jam." 

Along  with  tliesc  curious  remains  Di-.  Fleming  found  an 
organism  which  in  form  somewhat  resembles  tlie  spike  of 
one  of  the  grassea,  save  that  the  better  presened  bracts 
terminate  in  G»n  or  kidney-shaped  leaflets,  with  a  simple 
venation  railiatiug  from  the  base.  It  is  probably  a  fern, 
more  minute  in  its  pinnules  than  even  our  smallest  speci- 
mens of  true  maidenhair.  Its  stipes,  however;  seems  pro- 
portionally stouter  than  that  of  any  of  the  smaller  ferns 
with  which  I  am  acquainted.  But  the  state  of  keeping  of 
the  specimen  is  not  good,  nor  do  I  know  that  another  has 
yet  been  found.  Further,  in  the  same  beds  Dr.  Fleming 
tbnnd  a  curious  nondescript  vegetable,  or  rather  part  of  a 
vegetable,  with  smooth  narrow  stems,  resembling  those  of 

•  Mr.  Page  flgnrea,  in  iU  "  Ailvanced  Text  Book  of  Geology  "  (p.  127), 
a  few  circular  mnrkinps  from  the  Forfarslilro  Iwds,  whirli  ho  slill  regards 
MBpnwn,  ptobnblylhal  of  aCrautnccBn,  and  which  certainly  differ  ereatty 
In  appcuance  rrom  tbe  maAluga  foaod  «iickwQd.liLti««.'»^*i«&v^n(Aw»- 
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the  smootlL-Bteinmed  organiam  of  the  Cdthness  flagstones, 


but  unlike  it  in  the  circnmstance  that  its  detached  nearly 
The  123.  I'lnllel  atilks  amslonioso  ii  ith  eidi  other  l>y 

iincan-*  of  crosa  bnntliti,  thit  unite  thc-ni  in 
the  mulillo,  somcivhit  in  the  stjle  of  the 
SimiLSo  turns  I  hue  he-»rd  the  »l(K-tov 
Buggtst,  but  know  not  whether  he  has 
placed  the  remark  on  record,  that  these  par- 
allel stems  may  have  been  but  the  internal 
fibres  of  Eomc  larger  plant,  whose  mora  unv- 
ciileiit  portions  have  disajipeared ;  nn<l  i-or- 
,tain!y,  wliile  such  instances  of  anastomosis 
are  rare  among  the  sterna  of  plants,  they  arc 
common  enough  among  their  internal  Jil>rv», 
I  as  all  who  haie  examined   the  macerated 

<fe*rw  of  a  liiti:licn-gardou  or  a  tuiiiij^lield 
taust  have  h&d  occasion  lo  Tvnva,vV;.    \V«  sometimes,  bow- 
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ever,  find  cases  of  anastomosis  among  the  stems  of  even  the 
higher  plants.  I  ha»e  seen  ollener  than  once,  in  neglect«d 
liawtlioni  hedges,  the  brancli  of  one  plant  entering  into  the 
stem  of  another,  and  becoming  incorporated  with  its  sub- 
stance; and  we  are  told  by  Professor  Balfour,  that  this  kind 
of  chance  adhesion  is  often  Bocn  in  the  branehes  of  the  ivy; 
and  that  not  anfrequently,  by  a  similar  process,  the  roots 
of  contiguous  trees  are  united.  Kor  docs  it  seem  improb- 
able, that  what  occasionally  takes  place  among  the  higher 
plants  of  the  present  time  may  have  been  common  among 
some  of  the  comparatively  low  plants  of  eo  ancient  a  period 
as  that  of  the  Middle  Old  Red  Sandstone.  This  formation 
of  the  gray  tilestones  has  furnished  one  vegetable  organism 
apparently  higher  in  the  scale  than  those  just  described,  in 
a  well  marked  Lepidodcndron,  which  exhibits,  like  the 
Arnucarian  of  the  Lower  Old  Red,  though  less  distinctly, 
the  internal  structure.  It  was  found  about  sixteen  years 
ago  in  a  pavement  (juarry  near  Clockbriggs, —  the  last 
station  on  the  Aberdeen  and  Forfar  Railway  as  the  trav- 
eller approaches  the  town  of  Forfiir  from  the  north.  I 
owe  my  specimen  of  this  ancient  Lepidodcndron  to  Mr. 
William  Miller,  banker,  Dundee,  an  accomplished  geolo- 
gist, who  has  taken  no  little  trouble  in  determining  its 
true  history.  He  has  ascertained  that  it  occurred  deep  in 
the  rock,  seventy-one  feet  from  the  surface ;  that  the  beds 
which  rested  over  it  were  composed,  in  the  descending  or. 
der,  first,  of  a  conglomerate  thirty  feet  thick ;  secondly,  of 
a  red  rock  four  feet  thick ;  thirdly,  of  twenty-eight  feet  of 
the  soil  shaly  substance  known  to  the  quarricrs  as  caulm ; 
and  fourthly,  of  more  than  nine  feet  of  gray  pavement, 
immediately  under  which,  in  a  soft,  argillaceous  stratum, 
lay  the  organism.  It  was  alioiit  four  feet  in  length,  bulged 
out  at  the  lower  end  into  a  bulb-like  protuberaiice,  which 
may  liave  been,  however,  merely  an  accidenta.1  viawiS,  sA  Sis. 
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state  of  keeping ;  and  threw  off,  at  an  acute  angle,  two 
branches  about  a  foot  from  the  top.  It  was  covered  with 
a  bark  of  brittle  coal,  which  is,  however,  wanting  in  all  the 
fragments  that  have  been  preserved ;  and  was  resolved  in- 
ternally into  a  brown  calcareous  substance  of  about  the 
hardness  of  ordinary  marble,  and  very  much  resembling 
that  into  which  the  petrifactivo  agencies  have  consolidated 
the  fossil  trees  of  Granton  and  Craigleith.  From  the  do- 
corticated  condition  of  the  surviving  fragments,  and  the 
imperfect  preservation  of  the  interior  structure,  in  all  save 
the  central  portions  of  its  transverse  sections,  it  yields  no 
specific  marks  by  which  to  distinguish  it ;  but  enough  re- 
mains in  its  irregular  network  of  cells,  devoid  of  linear 
arrangement,  and  untraversed  by  medullary  rays,  to  dtjmon- 
strate  its  generic  standing  as  a  Lepidodendron. 

[It  has  been  questioned  whether  the  lower  place  in  the 
Old  Red  System  should  be  assigned  to  the  flagstones  of 
Caithness  and  Ross,  with  their  characteristic  Dipterus  and 
Coccosteus  beds,  or  to  the  gray  tilestones  of  Forfar  and 
Kiucardineshires,  with  their  equally  characteristic  Cepha- 
laspis.  Tlio  evidence  on  the  point  is  certainly  not  so  con- 
clusive as  I  deemed  it  fifteen  years  ago,  when  our  highest 
authority  on  the  subject  not  only  regarded  the  tilestone  of 
the  Silurian  regions  of  Englan<l  as  a  member  of  the  Obi 
Red  Sandstone  (an  arrangement  which  I  am  still  disposed 
to  deem  the  true  one),  but  also  held  further,  that  there  had 
been  detected  in  this  formation  near  Downtown  Castle, 
Herefordshire,  broken  remains  of  Dipterus  tnacrolepidotuSy 
one  of  the  best  marked  ichthyolites  of  the  flagstones  of 
Caithness  and  Orkney.  A  great  and  unbroken  series  of 
fossiliferous  rocks,  with  Dipterus  at  its  base,  Cephalaspis  in 
its  medial  spaces,  and  Holoptychius  at  its  top,  might  well 
be  regarded  as  the  analogue  of  the  Old  Red  of  Scotland, 
with  the  Caithness  ^A^^stouea  vaw^cd  at  its  bottom,  the 
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Ccphalaspis  beds  of  For&rs)iire  placed  in  ita  middle,  and 
the  Holoptychius  beds  of  Scot-Crag  and  Clashbinnie  on  its 
upper  horizon ;  but  since  that  time  the  tilestones  have  been 
transferred  to  the  Ugjper  SUurian  division  of  rocks,  and  the 
evidence  fiirnished  by  their  enpposed  Diptems  has  not  beai 
confirmed.  And  as  the  Old  Red  Sandstonra  of  Scotland 
have  no  trae  fossiliferoua  base,  but  rest  on  primary  rocks 
both  to  the  south  and  north  of  the  Grampians,  it  may  be 
regarded  aa  in  some  degree  a  moot  point  whether  the 
lowest  fossiliferoua  beds  to  the  north  be  older  or  newer 
.  than  those  to  the  south,  or,  what  is  quite  possible,  of  the 
same  age.  Provisionally,  however,  I  have  arranged  my 
paper  on  tho  supposition  that  the  Coccostean  fonnation  of 
the  north  is  the  lowest  and  oldest  of  the  three;  and  this 
from  the  following  considerations.  In  the  first  place,  the 
Coc<-x)steus  and  its  contemporaries  appear  in  the  north  at  ft 
very  short  distance  above  the  base  of  the  system.  I  have 
diitintori-ed  an  Osteolcpis  from  a  fish  bed  near  Cromarty 
only  thirty-three  feet  over  the  great  conglomerate,  and  only 
a  hundred  and  twenty-nine  feet  over  the  granitic  gneiss 
beneath ;  whereas  the  Ccphalaspis  beds  occur  high  above 
the  primary  base  of  the  system  in  the  south, — at  some  dis- 
tance over  even  the  thick  conglomerate  of  Stonehaven  and 
Dunnottar ;  and  under  this  conglomerate,  as  shown  in  the 
section  furnished  by  the  valley  of  the  North  £sk,  there  lies 
a  pale  red  sandstone  member  of  the  system,  eatimated  by 
Colonel  Imrie  at  seven  hundred  and  eighty  feet  in  thick- 
ncss.  The  conglomerate  itself  he  estimates  at  twelve  hun- 
dred feet.  Adopting  as  correct  Colonel  Imrie's  section,  ^ 
taken  along  the  banks  of  the  North  Esk,  —  and  the  colo- 
nel was  unquestionably  a  truthful  observer,  —  the  Cepha- 
laspis  beds  of  the  south  lie  nearly  two  thousand  (nineteen 
hundred  and  eighty)  feet  above  the  Azoic  slatea  on  which 
the  Old  lied  Sandstone  of  For&rshire  rests,  whereas  tha 
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Coccosteas  and  Osteolepis  beds  of  the  north  lie  only  one 
hundred  and  twenty-nine  feet  over  the  Azoic  gneiss  on 
which  the  Old  Red  Sandstone  of  Cromarty  rests.  There 
is  thus  at  least  room  m  the  south  for  an  underlying  fossil- 
iferous  formation  between  that  of  the  Cephalaspis  and  the 
base  of  the  system,  but  none  in  the  north  beneath  that  of 
the  Coccosteus  and  its  base.  In  the  north  we  find  the 
room  lying  above,  between  the  Coccostean  and  Holop- 
tychian  formations,  and  represented  by  that  great  unfossil- 
iferous  deposit  of  pale  sandstone  to  which  the  hills  of  Hoy 
and  the  rocks  of  Duncansbay  Head  and  of  Tarbet  Ness 
belong.  Further,  in  the  second  place,  while  the  upper  or 
Holoptychian  formation  is  found  directly  overlying  that  of 
the  Coccosteus  in  only  one  locality,  —  Moray,  —  we  find  it 
directly  overlying  that  of  the  Cephalaspis  in  two  widely  sep- 
arated localities ;  —  in  the  vast  baud  of  Old  Red  which  runs 
diagonally  across  the  island  from  sea  to  sea,  parallel  to  the 
Grampian  chain,  and  in  the  innnensely  developed  Red  Sand- 
stones of  England  and  Wales.  And  it  is  of  course  more 
probable  that  the  two  corrobonttive  instances  should  repre- 
sent the  natural  succession  of  the  formations,  and  the  single 
instance  the  accidental  gap  in  the  scale  consequent  on  the 
missing  formation,  than  that,  vice  versa^  the  solitary  in- 
stance should  represent  the  natural  succession,  while  the 
two  mutually  corroborative  ones  should  represent,  in  locali- 
ties widely  apart,  the  mere  accident  of  the  gap.  But,  in  the 
third  place,  I  attach  more  weight  to  a  conclusion  founded  on 
the  positive  character  of  the  groups  of  organic  remains 
by  which  the  three  great  formations  of  the  Old  Red  Sys- 
tem are  characterized,  than  I  do  to  either  of  these  con- 
siderations. The  organisms  of  the  Cephalaspian  deposits 
differ  genericaUy,  and  in  their  whole  aspect,  from  both 
those  of  the  Coccostean  and  Holoptychian  formations; 
whereas  the  organisms  of  the  Coccostean  formations,  while 
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thpy  resemble  gcncrically  and  in  the  gcoop  those  of  the 
HctloptychiuD  one,  mainly  differ  from  them  speeiJicaUy. 
The  extreme  generic  difference  in  the  one  case  ai-gues 
evidently  a  great  difference  in  condition, —  the  lesser  spe- 
cific difference  in  the  other,  a  great  difference  in  point 
of  time.  The  Cepbalaspbn  formation  might,  as  a  fresh 
water  formation,  be  nearly  contemporary  with  either  of 
the  other  two,  or,  as  seems  more  probable,  interposed 
between  them  ;  while  they  thcmselrcs,  on  the  other  hand, 
generically  similar  and  decidedly  marine  in  their  character, 
must  have  been  so  widely  separated  in  time,  that  all  the 
species  of  the  lower  group  became  extinct  ere  those  of 
the  upper  one  had  been  ushered  into  being.  And  such 
are  some  of  the  considerationi^  that  still  lead  me,  notwith- 
standing the  failure  of  previous  evidence,  to  hold,  at  least, 
providonally,  that  our  Scottish  flagstones  to  the  north  of 
tlie  Grampians  occiipy  a  lower  horizon  than  our  Scottish 
tilestones  to  the  south.  It  mnst,  however,  be  stated,  on 
the  other  hand,  that  the  crustaceans  of  the  gray  tilestones 
of  Forfar  and  Kincardine  not  a  little  resemble  those  of 
the  Upper  Silurian  and  red  tilostone  beds  of  England ; 
and  that,  judging  from  the  tchthyodorulites  found  in  both, 
their  fishes  must  have  been  at  least  generically  allied. 
Tlie  cnistaceans  of  the  upper  Silurian  of  Lesmahagow, 
too,  seem  certainly  much  akin  to  those  of  the  For&rshire 
tilestones.] 

Above  this  gray  tileatone  formatioD  lies  the  Upper 
Old  Red  Sandiitone,  with  its  peculiar  group  of  ichthyic 
organisms,  none  of  which  seem  specially  identical  with 
those  of  either  the  Caithness  or  the  For&rshire  beds. 
For  it  is  an  interesting  circumstance,  suggestive  surely* 
of  the  vast  periods  which  must  have  elapsed  during  its 
deposition,  that  the  great  Old  Red  System  has,  as  I  have 
just  s^d,  its  thi-ce  distinct  platforms  of  organio  c 
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each  wholly  different  from  the  others.  Generically  and  in 
the  group,  however,  the  Upixjr  fishes  much  more  closely 
resemble,  I  repeat,  the  fishes  of  the  Low^r-  or  Caithness 
and  Cromarty  platform,  than  they  do  those  of  the  Forfiir- 
shire  and  Kincardine  one.  The  vegetable  remains  of  the 
Upper  formation  in  Scotland  are  both  rare  and  ill  pre- 
served. I  have  seen  what  I  deemed  fucoidal  markings 
dimly  impressed  on  the  planes  of  some  of  the  strata,  not 
in  the  carbonaceous  form  so  common  in  the  other  two 
formations,  but  as  mere  colored  films  of  a  deeper  red  than 
the  surrounding  matrix.  Further,  I  have  detected  in  the 
same  beds,  and  existing  in  the  same  state,  fragments  of  a 
striated  organism,  which  may  have  formed  part  of  either  a 
true  calamite,  like  those  of  the  Coal  Measures,  or  of  some 
such  striated  but  jointless  vegetable  as  that  of  the  Lower 
Old  Red  of  Thurso  and  Lerwick.*     "With  these  markinjjs 

♦  Since  these  sentences  were  written  I  have  seen  a  description  of  both  the 
plants  of  the  Upper  Old  Red  to  whicli  they  refer,  in  an  interesting  sketch  of 
the  geology  of  Roxburgshirc  by  the  Rev.  James  Duncan,  which  forms  part 
of  a  recent  publication  devoted  to  the  histoi^'iand  antiquities  of  the  shire. 
"  In  the  red  quarry  of  Denholm  Hill  there  occurs,"  says  Mr.  Duncan,  "  a 
stratum  of  soft  yellowish  sandstone,  which  contains  impressions  of  an 
apparent  fucoid  in  considerable  quantity.  One  or  several  linear  stems 
diverge  from  a  point,  and  throw  off  at  acute  angles,  as  they  grow  upwards, 
branches  or  leaves  very  similar  to  the  stem,  which  are  in  turn  subdivided 
into  others.  The  width  of  the  stalks  is  generally  about  a  quarter  of  an 
inch,  the  length  often  a  foot.  The  color  is  brown,  blackish-brown,  or 
grayish.  The  same  plant  also  occurs  in  the  whitestono  quarry  [an  over- 
lying l)cdl  in  the  form  of  Carbonaceous  impressions.  There  can  }xi  little 
doubt  that  it  is  a  fucoid.  The  general  mode  of  growth  greatly  resembles 
that  of  certain  seaweeds  ;  and  in  some  specimens  we  have  seen  the 
branches  dilated  a  little  at  the  extremities,  like  those  of  such  of  the  living 
•fUci  as  expand  in  order  to  afford  space  for  the  fhictification.  It  is  dcsening 
of  remark,  that  the  plant  is  seldom  observed  lying  horizontally  on  the 
rock  in  a  direction  parulM  to  its  stratification,  but  rising  up  through  the 
layers,  so  as  only  tol)e  seen  when  the  stone  is  broken  across;  as  if  it  had 
been  standing  erect,  or  kept  buoyant  in  water,  while  the  stony  matter  t» 
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feras  are  occa^onally  fouod ;  and  to  one  of  these,  firom  tlie 
light  which  it  tlirows  od  the  true  place  in  the  scale  of  a 
series  of  deposits  hi  a  sister  country,  there  attaches  no  little 
interest.  I  owe  my  specimen  to  Mr.  John  Stewart  of 
Edinburgh,  who  laid  it  open  in  a  micaceous  red  sandstone 
in  the  quarry  of  Prestonhaagh,  near  Donse,  where  it  is 
associated  with  some  of  the  better  known  ichthyic  organ- 
isms of  the  Upper  Old  Red  Sandstone,  gnch  aa  Fterichthya 
major  and  Soloptychius  N'obUiMimut,  Existing  as  but  a 
deep  red  film  in  the  rock,  with  a  tolerably  well  defined 
outline,  but  without  trace  of  the  characteristic  venation  on 
which  the  fossil  botanist,  in  dealing  with  the  ferns,  founds 
f  his  generic  distinctions,  I  could-  only  determine  that  it  was 
either  a  Cyclopterus  or  Ncuropterus.  My  collection  was 
visited,  however,  by  the  late  lamented  Edward  Forbes,  only 

which  It  owca  Its  preserrntlon  wm  deponilcd  aronnd  It."  Mr.  Duncui, 
alter  next  referring  to  Ihc  remains  of  what  ho  doetns  a  land  plant,  derived 
ftom  tlie  eamo  deposit,  and  wlikh,  though  ledly  mutllatod,  presents  not 
a  little  of  the  appearance  of  the  naked  fnunowork  of  a  frond  of  C;claptcnu 
Hiiiemleua  divested  or  the  leaflets,  goes  on  to  detcribe  the  apparent  cala- 
mile  of  the  formation.  "  The  be«l  preicned  vegetable  remain  yet  found 
In  Denholm  Hill  qnorr)-,"  he  aays,  Is  the  radical  portion  of  what  we  can- 
not hcallalo  to  call  a  Bpcrici  of  calamite.  The  lower  part  Is  regidarly  and 
beautifully  rounded,  bulging  and  prominent,  nearly  four  inrhea  In  diam- 
eter. About  an  inch  fi-om  the  bottom  it  contract*  somewhat  laddeniy  In 
Iwo  separate  stages,  and  from  the  uppermost  sends  np  a  Item  about  an 
Inch  in  diameter,  and  nearly  of  the  Gnmc  length,  where  It  Is  broken  across. 
At  the  origin  of  this  stem  the  small  longitudinal  ridges  aro  distinctly 
marked;  and  the  whole  oulline  of  the  figure,  though  converted  Into  stone. 
Is  ns  well  defined  as  it  could  have  been  In  the  llvlog  plant."  Nr.  Dsiicaa 
accompanies  his  description  with  a  flgure  of  the  organism  dcicrtbed, 
which,  however,  rotlier  resembles  the  l>nlb  of  a  llliaceoDs  plant  than  Iba 
root  of  a  calamite,  which  in  Bit  the  belter  preserved  specimens  contiacta, 
instead  of  expanding,  as  It  descends.  The  apparent  expansion,  howeverr 
in  the  Old  Bed  specimen  may  be  simply  a  lesoltof  compre«slon  in  Ha 
upper  part ;  the  under  part  certainly  much  resembles.  In  the  donae-llk* 
Kymmelry  of  ita  outline,  the  radical  tennlnatlon  of  a  soUtaiy  calamiU. 
3(1 
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a  fe\r  veelcs  beforo  his  death ;  and  he  at  onoe  reoognUed  in 
my  Berwiotahire  fern,  so  unequivocally  an  organium  of  t\^ 
Upper    Old   Red,  the    Ci/dopteru»  JRbemicua  of  thou] 


largely  developed  beds  of  yelloiv  snndstone  which  form  so 
marked  a  feature  in  the  geolo^  of  the  south  of  Ireland, 
and  whose  true  place,  whether  as  Upper  Old  Red  or  Lower 
Carboniferous,  has  been  the  subject  of  bo  much  controversy. 
I  had  been  previously  introduced  by  Professor  Forbes,  in 
the  Mosenm  of  Economic  Geolofry  in  Jermyn  Street,  Lon- 
don, to  an  interesting  collection  of  plants  fro:v.  these  yellow 
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beds,  and  had  an  opportunity  afforded  me  of  examining  the 
only  ichthyic  organism  hitherto  found  associated  with 
them;  and  was  struck,  though  I  could  not  identify  its 
species,  with  its  peculiarly  Old  Red  aspect ;  but  the  evi- 
dence of  the  Cyclopterus  is  of  course  more  conclusive  than 
that  of  the  fish ;  and  we  may,  I  think,  legitimately  con- 
clude, that  in  Ireland,  as  in  our  own  country,  it  was  a 
contemporary  of  the  great  Pterichthys  {P.  major)  ^ — the 
hugest,  and  at  least  one  of  the  last,  of  his  race, —  and  gave 
its  rich  green  to  the  hill  sides  of  what  is  still  the  Emerald 
Island  during  the  latter  ages  of  the  Old  Red  Sandstone, 
and  ere  the  Carboniferous  period  had  yet  begun.  The 
Cyclopterus  Hibemicus^  as  shown  both  by  the  Preston- 
haugh  specimen  and  those  of  Ireland,  was  a  bipinnate  fern 
of  very  considerable  size, — probably  a  tree  fern.  Its 
pinnse,  opposite  in  the  lower  part  of  the  frond,  are  alternate 
in  the  upper ;  while  its  leaflets,  which  are  of  a  sub-rhom- 
boidal  form,  and  so  closely  ranged  as  to  impinge  on  each 
other,  are  at  least  generally  alternate  in  their  arrangement 
throughout.  Among  living  plants  it  seems  most  nearly 
represented  by  a  South  American  species, — JDidymodcena 
ptclcherrimaj — one  of  the  smaller  tree  ferns.  The  leaves 
of  this  graceful  species  are  bipinnate,  like  those  of  the  fossil ; 
and  the  pinnsB  (thickly  set  with  simple,  alternately  arranged 
leaflets)  are  opposite  in  the  lower  part  of  the  frond,  and 
alternate  in  the  upper.  Widely  as  they  are  separated  in 
time,  the  recent  South  American  DidymoclGena  and  the  Old 
Red  Sandstone  Cyclopterus,  that  passed  into  extinction 
ere  the  times  of  the  Coal,  might  be  ranged  together,  so  &r 
at  least  as  appears  from  their  forms,  as  kindred  species.  It 
were  very  desirable  that  we  had  a  good  monograph  of  the 
Irish  Old  Red  plants,  the  contemporaries  of  the  latter,  as 
the  completest  and  best  preserved  representatives  of  the 
Middle  Palaeozoic  flora  yet  found.     Sir  Roderick  Murchison 
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has  fignred  a  single  pinnae  of  this  Cyclopteros  in  his  recently 
published  "  Siluria ; "  and  Sir  Charles  LyeU,  both  that  and 
one  of  its  contemporary  Lepidodendra,  in  the  last  edition 
of  his  "  Elements. "  These  interesting  fragments,  however, 
serve  but  to  excite  our  curiosity  for  more.  When  urging 
Professor  Edward  Forbes  on  the  subject,  ere  parting  from 
him  for,  alas !  what  proved  to  be  the  last  time,  he  intimated 
an  intention  of  soon  taking  it  up ;  but  I  fear  his  purposed 
monograph  represents  only  one  of  many  works,  im{x>rtant 
to  science,  which  his  untimely  death  has  arrested  for  may- 
hap long  years  to  come. 

In  the  uppermost  beds  of  the  Upper  Old  Red  formation 
in  Scotland,  which  are  usually  of  a  pale  or  light  yellow 
color,  the  vegetable  remains  again  become  strongly  car- 
bonaceous, but  their  state  of  preservation  continues  bad, — 
too  bad  to  admit  of  the  detei*mination  of  either  species  or 
genera;  and  not  until  we  rise  a  very  little  beyond  the 
system  do  we  find  the  remains  of  a  flora  either  rich  or  well 
preserved.  But  very  remarkable  is  the  change  which  at 
this  stage  at  once  occurs.  "We  pass  at  a  single  stride  from 
great  poverty  to  great  wealth.  The  suddenness  of  the 
change  seems  suited  to  remind  one  of  that  experienced  by 
the  voyager,  when, —  after  traversing  for  many  days  some 
wide  expanse  of  ocean,  imvaried  save  by  its  banks  of 
floating  sea  weed,  or,  where  occasionaDy  and  at  wide 
iutervals,  he  picks  up  some  leaf-bearing  bough,  or  marks 
some  fragment  of  drift  weed  go  floating  past, — he  enters 
at  length  the  sheltered  lagoon  of  some  coral  island,  and 
seea  all  around  the  deep  green  of  a  tropical  vegetation 
descending  in  tangled  luxuriance  to  the  water's  edge, — 
tall,  erect  ferns,  and  creeping  lycopodiaceae,  and  the  j>an- 
danus,  with  its  aerial  roots  and  its  screw-like  clusters  of 
narrow  leaves,  and,  high  over  all,  tall  palms,  with  their 
huge    pinnate  fronds,    and    their    curiously    aggregated 
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groups  of  massive  frnlt.  And  yet  the  more  meagi'e  \cg6- 
tatioii  of  the  earlier  time  is  not  without  its  special  interest. 
Tlie  l.ind  planta  of  the  Old  Red  Sandstone  seem  to  com- 
pose, all  over  the  world,  tlie  most  ancient  of  the  terrestrial 
floras.  It  was  held  only  a  few  yeara  ago,  that  the  Sihiriaiis 
of.lhe  United  States  had  their  plants  allied  to  the  Lc]tido- 
dendron.  But  the  group  in  which  these  occur  has  since 
been  transferred  from  the  Upper  Siliii-ian  to  the  Ofd  Red 
System;  and  we  find  it  expressly  stated  by  Professor  11, 
D.  Rogers,  in  his  ^'aluable  contribution  to  the  "  Physical 
Atlas"  (second  edition,  1856),  that  "  the  Cadent  [or  Lower 
Old  Red]  strata  are  the  oldest  American  formations  in 
which  remains  of  a  true  terrestrial  vegetation  have  yet 
been  discovered."  It  has  been  shown,  too,  by  Sir  Roderick 
Mnrchiaon,  that  the  supposed  Silurian  plants  of  Oporto  are 
in  reality  Carboniferous,  and  owe  their  apparent  position 
to  a  reverse  folding  of  the  strata.  I  have  already  referred 
to  the  solitary  spore-cases  of  the  Ludlow  Rocks ;  and 
beneath  these  rocks,  says  Sir  Roderick  (1854),  "  no  remains 
of  plants  have  been  discovered  which  are  recognizably  of 
terrestrial  origin,"  Scatity,  too,  as  the  terrestrial  flora  of 
the  Old  Red  Sandstone  everj'where  is,  we  find  it  exhibiting 
very  definitely  the  leading  Palieozoic  features.  Its  pre- 
vailing plants  are  the  ferns  and  their  apparent  allies.  It 
has  in  our  own  country,  as  has  been  just  shown,  its  feras, 
its  Icpidodendra,  its  striated  plants  allied  to  the  calamites, 
and  its  decided  arancanite  ;  in  America,  in  the  Cadent 
series,  it  had  its  "  plants  allied  to  ferns  and  lepidodendra ; " 
and  hi  the  Devonian  basin  of  Sabero  in  Spain,  its  charac  . 
teristic  organisms  are,  a  lepidodendron  (X.  Chenivn^ensis), 
and  a  very  peculiar  fern  {^hencple7-is  laxus).*     But  while 

•"Though  Ihe  coal  of  Sabero  ii  appartnll]/  iucludcil  In  Devonian 
rocka,"  BBj-a  Sir  Roderick  Murchieon,  "  M.  Cneiano  de  Prado  tliirika  Ihat 
tbia  appearance  may  be  doc  to  inrerled  folds  of  the  stmtn."   On  [be  otiicr 
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in  its  main  features  it  resembled  the  succeeding  flora  of  the 
Carboniferous  period,  it  seems  in  all  its  forms  to  have  been 
specifieally  distinct.  It  was  the  independent  flora  of  an 
earlier  creation  than  that  to  which  we  owe  the  coal.  For 
the  meagi'eness  of  the  paper  in  which  I  have  attempted  to 
describe  it  as  it  occurs  in  Scotland,  I  have  but  one  apology 
to  offer.  My  lecture  contains  but  little ;  but  then,  such  is 
the  scantiness  of  the  materials  on  which  I  had  to  work, 
that  it  could  not  have  contained  much :  if,  according  to  the 
dramatist,  the  "amount  be  beggarly,"  it  is  because  the 
"  boxes  are  empty. "  Partly,  apparently,  from  the  circum- 
stance that  the  organisms  of  this  flora  were  ill  suited  for 
preservation  in  the  rocks,  and  partly  because,  judging  from 
what  .appears,  the  most  ancient  lands  of  the  globe  were 
widely  scattered  and  of  narrow  extent,  this  oldest  of  the 
floras  is  everywhere  the  most  meagre. 


hand,  M.  Alcldo  D'Orbi^ny  regards  it  as  decidedly  Old  Red;  and  certainly 
its  Sphenoptcris  and  Lepidodcndron  bear  mach  more  the  aspect  of  Devo- 
nian than  of  Carboniferous  plants. 


LECTURE  TWELFTH. 

ON  THE  LESS  KNOWN  FOSSIL  FL0KA8  OF  SCOTLAND. 


In  the  noble  flora  of  the  Coal  Meaeures  mnch  still  re- 
miuns  to  be  done  in  Scotland.  Our  Lower  Carboniferona 
rocks  are  of  immense  development ;  the  Limestones  of 
Burdlehouse,  with  their  numerous  terrestrial  plants,  occur 
many  hundred  feet  beneath  our  Mountain  Limestones ; 
and  OUT  list  of  vegetable  species  peculiar  to  these  lower 
deposits  is  still  very  incomplete.  Even  in  those  higher 
Carboniferous  rocks  with  which  the  many  coal  workings  of 
the  cormtry  have  rendered  ua  comparatively  familiar,  ihcro 
appears  to  be  still  a  good  deal  of  the  new  and  the  unknown 
to  rcjiay  the  labor  of  future  exploration.  It  was  only  last 
year  that  5Ir.  Gourlay*  of  this  city  (Glasgow)  added  to 
our  fossil  flora  a  new  Volkmaunia  from  the  coal  field  of 
Cui'lukc ;  and  I  detected  very  recently  in  a  neighboring 
locality  (the  Airdrie  coal  field),  though  in  but  an  indifferent 
state  of  keeping,  what  seems  to  bo  a  new  and  very  pecnliar 
iem.    It  presents  at  firet  sight  more  the  appearance  of  a 

*  Now,  alas  I  no  moro.  In  llr.  Goarlay  Ihe  energy  and  shrevrd  busl' 
lics<  liablts  of  Ibe  accomplished  mcrrliant  were  added  to  an  enlif;htened 
zeal  Ibr  frcncnil  science,  and  no  InconBldcrable  knowlcdfte  In  both  ihQ 
peolofrlc  and  botanic  provincoB.  The  marked  snccefis.  In  MTcrnI  rcBpertc, 
of  the  brilliant  mcctlnf;  of  (ho  British  Association  which  held  In  Glasgow 
In  September,  1855,  was  owing  In  no  small  measnre  to  the  Indefatigable 
IS  and  well  calculated  on-anscmcnts  ot  Ul.  OaMd«:i> 
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Cycadaceous  frond  than  any  other  vegetable  organism  of 
the  Carboniferous  age  which  I  have  yet  seen.  From  a 
mid  stem  there  proceed  at  right  angles,  and  in  alternate 


Fig.  125. 


order,  a  series  of  sessile,  lanceolate,  acute  leaflets,  nearly 
two  inches  in  length  by  about  an  eighth  part  of  an  inch  in 
breadth,  and  about  three  lines  apart.  Each  is  furnished 
with  a  slender  midrib  ;  and,  what  seems  a  singular,  though 
not  entirely  unicpie,  feature  in  a  feni,  their  edges  are 
densely  hirsute,  and  bristle  with  thick,  short  hair,  nearly  as 
stiff  as  prickles.  The  venation  is  not  distinctly  preserved ; 
but  enough  remains  to  show  that  it  must  have  been  i>ecu- 
Har, — apparently  radiating  outwards  from  a  series  of 
centres  ranged  along  the  midrib.  Nay,  the  apparent  hairs 
seem  to  be  but  prolongations  of  the  nerv'es  carried  beyond 
the  edges  of  the  leaflets.  There  is  a  Stigmaria,  too,  on  the 
table,  very  ornate  in  its  sculpture,  of  which  I  have  now 
found  three  specimens  in  a  quarry  of  the  Lower  Coal  Meas- 
ures  near    Portobello,   that    has  still  to  be  figured   and 
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described.     In    thU    richly   ornamented    Stigmaria    the 
Fif.ias.  characteristic  areolra  present  the  ordi- 

nary aspect.  Blach,  however,  formB  the 
centre  of  a  sculptured  star,  consisting 
of  from  eighteen  to  twenty  rays,  or 
rather  the  centre  of  a  sculptured  flower 
of  the  composite  order,  resembling  a 
meadow  daisy  or  sea-aater.  The  nii- 
nnte  petals, —  if  we  arc  to  accept  the 
latter  comparison, — are  of  an  irregu- 
larly lenticular  form,  generally  entire, 
but  in  some  instances  ranged  in  two,  or 
even  three,  concentric  lines  round  the 
depressed  centre  of  the  areolee ;  while 
the  interspaces  outside  are  occupied  by 
numerous  fretted  markings,  resembling 
broken  fragments  of  petals,  which, 
though  less  regularly  ranged  than  the 
others,  are  efiectivc  in  iniparting  a 
richly  ornate  aspect  to  the  whole. 
Ever  since  tlie  appearance,  in  1846,  of  Mr.  Binncy's 

paper  on  the  relations  of  stigmaria  to  eigiUaria  as  roots 

and  stems,  I  have  been  looking 

for  distinguishing  specific  marks 

among  the  former;   and,  failing 

for  a  time  to  find  any,  I  concluded 


sigillarian    genua  were  variously  _..-  .,,_  -„,^,  l^-,-r 

sculptured,  their  roots  might  in  all  '^j!i''-i^:~  '^j'-'i-^ 

the  species  have  been  the  Eame.  *^^'A'^'^ 

The  present   rich  specimen  does  '■■ 

seem,  however,  to  bear  the  lipecific  the  bahe,  maoi(ipiri> 
stamp ;    and,   irom    the    peculiar 
character  of  the  tcrmiuation  of  another  specimen  on  t 
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rif.  us 


table,  I  am  inclined  to  hold  that  the  Btigmaria  may  have 
borne  tlie  appearance  rather  of  underground  stems  than  of 
proper  roots.  This  E^>ecimea  suddenly  terminates,  at  a 
thickness  of  two  and  a  half  inches,  in 
a  rounded  point,  abrupt  as  that  of  one 
of  the  massier  cacti ;  and  every  part 
of  the  blunt  sudden  termtnatioQ  is 
thickly  fretted  over  with  the  charac- 
teristic areolte.  The  slim  tubulur 
rootlets  must  have  stuck  out  on  evorj- 
side  from  the  obtuse  rounded  termi- 
nation of  this  underground  stem,  as 
we  see,  on  a  small  scale,  the  luailcts 
of  our  larger  club  mosses  sticking  out 
'i  from  what  are  comparatively  the 
I  scarce  less  abrupt  terminations  of 
their  creeping  stems  and  brauchos. 
Ill  at  loiLst  certain  stages  of  growth 
the  sulKieiial  stems  of  Lcpidodendron 
also  tei-minated  abruptly  (see  Fig;  24) ;  and  the  only  termi- 
nal point  of  Ulodendron  I  ever  saw  was  nearly  as  obtuse  as 
that  of  Stigmaria. 

I  liave  been  long  desirous  of  acquainting  myself  with  the 
.tnie  character  of  this  latter  plant  (Ulodendron),  but 
hilhei'to  my  labors  have  not  been  very  successful.  A  speci- 
men of  Ulode/idron  minus,  however,  now  on  the  table, 
which  I  disinterred  several  years  ago  from  out  a  bed  of 
ferruginous  shale  in  the  Water  of  Leith,  a  little  above 
the  village  of  Colinton,  exhibits  several  peculiarities  which, 
so  far  as  I  know,  have  not  yet  been  described.  Though 
rather  less  than  ten  iiithos  in  length  by  about  three  inches 
in  breadth,  it  exhibits  no  fewer  than  seven  of  those  round, 
beautifully  sculptured  scars,  ranged  rectilinearly  along  the 
trunk,  by  which  tbia  aut^ent.  g<aini&  \a  w  T^maxkably  cltarac- 
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teiized.  It  is  covered  with  Bmall,  sharply  relieved,  obovato 
scales,  most  of  Uiem  furnished  with  an  appai'ent  midrib, 
and  with  tlioir  edges  slightly  turned  up;  from  which 
peealiarities,  and  their  great  beauty,  they  seem  suited  tu 
remind  the  architect  of  that  style  of  sculpture  adopted  by 
Palladio  from  bia  master  Vitruvius,  when,  in  oniauicntiug 
the  Corinthian  and  composite  toru^  he  fretted  it  into 
closely  imbricated  obovate  leaves.  Tliese  scales  are  ranged 
in  elegant  curves,  not  unlike  those  ornamental  curves, —  a 
feat  of  the  turning-lathe, —  which  one  sees  roughening  the 
backs  of  ladies'  watches  of  French  manufacture.  My  fossil 
exhibited,  as  it  lay  in  the  rock,  what  I  never  saw  in  any 
Other  spedmen, — a  true  brancli  sticking  out  at  an  acute 
angle  from  the  stem,  and  fretted  with  scales  of  a  ])cculiar 
form,  which  in  one  little  comer  appear  also  on  the  main 
stem,  but  which  differ  so  considerably  from  those  of  tliu 
obovato,  ap|»arently  imbricated  type,  that,  if  found  on  a 
separate  Kpccimen,  tlicy  might  be  held  to  indicate  difference 
of  spectes.  It  has  been  shown  Ly  MLissre.  Lindlcy  and 
Hutton,  on  the  evidence  of  one  of  the  specimens  figured 
in  the  "  FosMl  Flora,"  tliat  the  line  of  circular  scars  so 
remarkable  in  this  genus,  and  which  is  held  to  be  the 
impressions  made  by  a  rectilinear  range  of  almost  sessile 
cones,  existed  in  duplicate  on  each  stem,  —  a  row  occurring 
on  two  of  the  sides  of  the  plant  directly  opposite  each 
other.  The  branch  in  my  specimen  struck  off  from  one  of 
the  intermediate  sides  at  right  angles  with  the  cones.  We 
already  know  that  these  were  ranged  in  one  plane ;  nor,  if 
the  branches  were  ranged  in  one  plane  also, —  certainly  tho 
dispodtion  of  branch  which  would  consort  best  with  such  a 
dispodtion  of  cone, —  would  the  arrangement.be  without 
example  in  the  vegetable  kingdom  as  it  even  now  exists. 
"  Our  host,"  says  the  late  Captain  Basil  irail,  in  his  brief 
ilcnrititiott  of  the  island  of  Java,  "  carcwA  m&  \»  w*s  %. 
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singular  tree,  which  had  been  brought  from  Madagascar, 
called  familiarly  the  TVaveller^s  I^iend^  Unmia  being,  I 
believe,  its  botanic  name.  We  found  it  to  differ  from  most 
other  trees  in  having  all  its  branches  in  one  plane,  like  the 
sticks  of  a  fan  or  the  feathers  of  a  ixsacock's  tail."  I  may 
further  mention,  that  the  specimen  which  showed  me  the 
abrupt  cactus-like  terminations  of  Uloden<lron  repeated  the 
evidence  of  Messrs.  Lindley  and  llutton's  sj)ecimen  regard- 
ing the  arrangement  of  the  cone  seal's  on  opposite  sides, 
and  showed  idso  that  these  scars  ascended  to  within  little 
more  than  an  inch  of  the  top  of  the  plant. 

As  there  are  cases  in  which  the  position  of  a  fossil  plaut 
may  add,  from  its  bearing  on  geologic  history,  a  threefold 
interest  to  the  fossil  itself,  regarded  simj)ly  as  an  organism, 
I  may  be  jKirmitted  to  refer  to  a  circumstance  already  re- 
corded, that  there  was  a  well  marked  Bechera  detecte<l 
about  two  years  ago  by  Dr.  Macbean  of  Edinburgh,  an 
accomplished  naturalist  and  careful  observer,  in  a  thin 
argillaceous  stratum,  interposed,  in  the  Queen's  Park, 
between  a  bed  of  columnar  basalt  and  a  hed  of  trai>-tuff,  in 
the  side  of  the  eminence  occupied  atop  by  the  ruins  of  St. 
Anthony's  Chapel.  The  stratified  bed  in  which  it  ocx^urs 
seems,  from  its  texture  and  color,  to  be  composed  iiuunly 
of  trappean  materials,  but  dei)osited  and  arranged  in 
water ;  and  abounds  in  carbonaceous  markings,  usually  in 
so  imperfect  a  state  of  keeping  that,  though  long  known  to 
some  of 'the  Edinburgh  geologists,  not  a  single  sj^ecics,  or 
even  genus,  were  they  able  to  determine.  All  that  could 
be  said  was,  that  they  seemed  ^coidal,  and  might  of  course 
belong  to  any  age.  The  Bechera,  however,  shows  that  the 
deposit  is  one  of  the  Lower  Coal  Measures.  There  was 
found  associated  with  it  a  tooth  of  a  Carboniferous  IIolop- 
tychius,  whose  evidence  bore  out  the  same  conclusion  ;  and 
both  fossils  derive  aa  im^oYtakaee  irom  the  light  wluch  they 
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throw  on  the  age  of  the  bed  of  tuff  which  underlies  the 
Btratuni  in  which  they  occur.  At  least  this  trap^w^  most 
be  aa  old  as  the  fossiliferous  layer  which  rests  upon  it,  or 
rather,  aa  shown  by  its  underlying  position,  a  little  older: 
it  must  be  a  trap  of  the  earlier  Carboniferous  period.  Fur- 
ther, it  taiust  have  been,  not  injected  among  the  strata,  but 
poured  out  over  the  sur&oe, — in  all  probability  covered  at 
the  time  by  water ;  and  there  must  have  formed  over  it, 
ere  another  overflow  of  trap  took  place,  a  thin  sedimentary 
bed  charged  with  fragments  of  the  plants  of  the  period, 
and  visited,  when  in  the  course  of  deposition,  by  some  of 
its  fishes. 

Even  among  the  vegetable  organisms  of  our  Coal  Meas- 
nrcB,  already  partially  described  and  figured,  much  remiuns 
to  be  accomplished  in  the  way  of  restoration.  Portions  of 
Sphenopteria  bifida,  for  instance,  a  fern  of  the  Lower  Car- 
boniferous roclts  have  been  repeatedly  figured ;  bnt  a  beau- 
tiful specimen  on  the  table,  wliich  exhibits  what  seems  to 
be  the  complete  fr<md  of  the  plant,  will  give,  I  doubt  not, 
fresh  ideas  respecting  the  general  framework,  if  I  may  so 
speak,  of  this  skeleton  fern,  to  even  those  best  acquainted 
with  the  figures;,  and  an  elaborate  restoration  of  its  con- 
temporary, ^ih^nopUria  affintt  (see  frontispiece)  which  I 
completed  from  a  fine  series  of  specimens  in  my  collection, 
will  be  new,  as  a  whole,  to  those  most  familiar  with  this 
commonest  of  the  Burdiehouse  fossils.  From  comparisons 
instituted  between  minute  portions  of  this  Sphenopteris  and 
a  recent  fern,  it  Has  been  held  considerably  to  resemble  a 
Davallia  of  the  West  Indies;  whereas  it  will  be  seen  fi^ra 
the  entire  frond  that  it  was  characterized  by  very  striking 
peculiarities,  eremplified,  say  some  of  our  higher  botanical 
authorities,  to  whom  I  have  submitted  my  restoration,  by 
no  fcm  that  now  lives.  The  frond  of  Davallia  Canarien- 
•if,  though  unlike  in  its  venation,  greatly  reeeniJilKfc  V  ^st 
40 
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eral  oatline  one  of  the  larger  pinnce  of  S/AenopterU  (^nit; 
bat  these  piniite  form  only  a  small  part  of  the  entire  frond 


(BurditAoi 


of  thb  Sphenopteris.  It  was  furtmhed  with  a  stoat  leaflofQ 
rachU,  or  Icaf-stnik,  exceedingly  similar  in  form  to  that  of 
our  common  brake  (Pteria  aquilina).  So  completely,  in- 
deed, did  it  exhibit  the  same  club-like,  slightly  bent  termi- 
nation, the  same  gradual  diminution  in  thickness,  and  tha 
same  smooth  snrfhce,  that  one  accustomed  to  see  this  part 
of  the  bracken  used  as  a  thatch  can  scarce  doubt  that 
the  ;tipes  of  SpUcnopteris  would  have  soned  the  purpose 
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equally  veil ;  nay,  that  were  it  still  in  existence  to  be  bo 
employed,  a  roof  thatched  with  it,  on  which  the  pinnse  aod 
leaflets  were  concealed,  and  only  the  club-like  stems  ex* 
posed,  row  above  row,  in  the  style  of  the  fem-thatcher, 
could  not  be  distinguished,  so  far  as  forni  and  size  went, 
from  a  roof  thatched  with  brake.  High  above  the  club- 
liko  termination  of  the  rachia  the  stem  divided  into  two 
parts,  each  of  which,  a  little  higher  up,  also  divided  into 
two ;  these  in  turn,  in  at  least  the  larger  fronds,  also  biiur- 
catcd ;  and  thh  law  of  bifurcation,  —  a  marked,  mayhap 
unique,  peculiarity  in  a  fem,  —  regulated  all  the  larger 
divisions  of  the  frond,  though  its  smaller  pinnse  and  leaf- 
lets were  alternate.  It  was  a  further  peculiarity  of  the 
plant  that,  unlike  the  brake,  it  threw  off,  ere  the  main 
divisions  of  its  rachis  took  place,  two  pinnte  placed  in  the 
alternate  order,  and  of  comparatively  small  size.  The 
frond  of  i^hen<^eri»  bifida  was  of  a  more  simple  form  - 
than  that  of  its  larger  congener,  and  not  a  little  resembled 
a  living  fem  of  New  Zealand,  Comopleris  vivipara.  It 
was  tripinnate;  its  secondary  stems  were  placed  directly 
opposite  on  the  midrib,  but  its  tertiary  ones  in  the  alter- 
nate arrangement ;  and  its  leaflets  which  were  also  alter- 
nate, were  as  rectilinear  and  slim  as  mere  veins,  or  as  tba 
thread-like  leaflets  of  asparagus.  Like  the  ironds  of  Cm- 
nopteris' when  not  in  seed,  it  must  have  presented  the 
appearance  of  the  mere  macerated  framework  of  a  fem. 
I  need  scarce  remark  that,  independently  of  the  sdentifio 
interest  which  must  attach  to  restorations  of  these  early 
plants,  they  speak  powerfully  to  the  imagination,  and  sup- 
ply it  with  materials  from  which  to  construct  the  vanished 
landscapes  of  the  Carboniferous  ages.  From  one  such  re- 
stored fem  as  the  two  now  submitted  to  the  Association, 
it  is  not  dilBcuIt  to  pass  in  fancy  to  the  dank  slopes  of 
the  ancient  land  of  the  Lower  Coal  ■Slea»Ktes^-^\iKa.'^u»i 
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-waved  as  thickly  with  graceful  Sphenopteres  as  our  exist- 
ing hill  sides  with  the  common  brake;  and  when  everj 
breeze  that  rustled  through  the  old  forests  bent  in  mimio 
waves  their  slim  flexible  stems  and  light  and  gracefiil 

foliage. 

In  1844,  when  Professor  Nicol,  of  Marischal  CoUege, 
Aberdeen,  appended  to  his  interesting  "  Guide  to  the  Gre- 
ology  of  Scotland,'^  a  list  of  the  Scottish  fossils  known  at 
the  time,  he  enumerated  only  two  vegetable  species  of  the 
Scotch  Oolitic  system, — Equisetum  columnare  and  JPin- 
ites  or  Pence  Eiggetisis;  the  former  one  of  the  early 
discoveries  of  our  distinguished  President,  Sir  Roderick 
Murchison ;  the  latter,  of  the  late  Mr.  William  Nicol  of 
Edinburgh.  Cliiefly  from  researches  in  the  Lias  of  Eathie, 
near  Cromarty,  and  in  the  Oolites  of  Sutherland  and  the 
Hebrides,  I  have  been  enabled  to  increase  the  list  from 
two  to  rather  more  than  fifly  species,  —  not  a  great  num- 
ber, certainly,  regarded  as  the  sole  representative  of  a 
^  flora ;  and  yet  it  may  be  deemed  comparatively  not  a  very 
small  one  by  such  as  may  remember,  that  in  1837,  when 
Dr.  Buckland  published  the  second  edition  of  his  "Bridge- 
water  Treatise,"  Adolphe  Brogniart  had  enumerated  only 
seventy  species  of  plants  as  occurring  in  all  the  Secondary 
formations  of  Europe,  from  the  Chalk  to  the  Tiias  inclu- 
sive. In  a  paper  such  as  the  present  I  can  of  coarse  do 
little  more  than  just  indicate  a  few  of  the  more  striking 
features  of  the  Scottish  flora  of  the  middle  Secondarv 
ages.  Like  that  of  the  period  of  the  true  Coal,  it  had 
its  numerous  coniferous  trees.  As  shown  by  the  fosal 
woods  of  Hehnsdale  and  Eigg,  old  Oolitic  Scotland,  like 
the  Scotland  of  three  centuries  ago,  must  have  had  its 
mighty  forests  of  pine;*   and  m  one  respect  these  trees 

♦  Trees  mnfit  have  been  rcry  abundant  in  what  is  now  Scotland  in  th«ie 
6econdaiy  agos.   Tmiikft  ot  \!tiQ  comxnow  %<s(AK!tx  ^  «z^  q(  scarce  more 
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seem  to  have  more  nearly  resembled  those  of  the  recent 
pine  forests  of  otir  country  than  the  trees  of  the  coniferous 
forests  of  the  remote  Carboniferous  era.  For  while  we 
scarce  ever  find  a  cone  associated  with  the  coniieroos 
woods  of  the  Coal  Measures,  —  Lindley  and  Hutton  never 
saw  but  one  from  all  the  English  coal  fields,  and  Mr.  Alex- 
ander Bryson  of  Edinburgh,  only  one  from  all  the  coal 
fidds  of  Scotland,  —  tree-cones  of  at  least  four  different 
speciea,  more  probably  of  five,  ai-e  not  rare  in  our  Scottish 
deposits  of  the  Lias  and  Oohtc.  It  seems  not  improbable 
that  in  the  Carboniferous  genera  Pinitcs,  Pitus,  and  Ana- 
batbra,  which  approach  but  remotely  to  aught  that  now 
exists,  the  place  of  the  ligneous  scaly  cone  may  have  been 
taken,  as  in  the  junijiera  and  the  yews,  by  a  perishable 
berry ;  while  the  Pines  and  Araucarians  of  the  Oolite 
were,  like  their  congeners  in  recent  times,  in  reality  conif- 
erous, that  is,  cone-bearing  trees.  It  is  another  character- 
istic of  these  Secondary  conifers,  that  while  the  woods  of 

tVtqoent  occurrence  Id  out  mossea  than  iho  trunks  of  MinciTbat  meinbllDg 
trees  among  llio  shnlca  of  the  Lower  Oollto  or  Helmsdale.  On  examining 
in  tliat  neigh borliooil,  nbont  ten  yean  since,  a  boge  beap  of  materials 
wliicb  had  been  collected  along  Ibe  sea  shore  for  burning  into  lime  in  a 
temporary  kiln,  I  fonnd  that  more  than  three  rosTths  of  the  '(bole  con- 
sisted of  lYugnienls  of  conlfbrons  wood  washed  oat  of  tbe  sbile  beds  b; 
the  surf,  and  the  remuindcrof  a  mossiva  Isastrca.  And  orlj  two  years 
ago,  after  man}'  kltnfula  had  been  gathered  and  burnt,  his  g,tce  the  Dtlke 
of  Argj^ll  found  that  fossil  wood  could  Btlll  bo  colleMed  by  (arllottds  along 
tlie  shora  of  Helmsdale.  The  eame  woods  also  occur  nt  Fort  Gower,  Kin- 
tradwcll,  Shandwick,  and  Eathic.  In  the  Island  of  EIgg,  too,  In  an  Oolite 
deposit,  loekctt  np  In  Inip,  and  whose  slratlgraphlenl  illations  cannot  In 
conscquenro  bo  exactly  traced,  great  fttigments  of  Pi'nrtes  Eiggaait  are 
so  abundant,  tliat,  armed  with  a  mattock,  I  have  dog  out  of  the  rock,  In 
a  few  minutes,  specimens  enoagh  to  supply  a  dozen  of  muaemns.  In 
short,  judging  from  its  fosslllfcrous  remains.  It  seems  not  Improbable  that 
old  Oolitic  Scollnnil  was  ns  densely  covered  with  conlferona  trees  as  the 
Scotland  of  Roman  times,  when  (he  great  Cnledonlan  fbrest  llntclieiL 
noTtbwaids  from  tha  wall  of  Antoniuua  to  llw  tui^b«axT^'q^ 
40* 
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the  Palaeozoic  periods  exhibit  often,  like  those  of  the  trop. 
ics,  none  of  the  dense  concentric  lines  of  annual  growth 
which  mark  the  reign  of  winter,  these  annual  lines  are 
scarce  less  strongly  impressed  on  the  Oolitic  woods  than 
on  those  of  Norway  or  of  our  own  country  in  the  present 
day.  In  some  of  the  fossil  trees  these  yearly  rings  are  of 
great  breadth;  they  seem  to  have  sprung  up  in  the  rich 
soil  of  sheltered  hollows  and  plains,  and  to  have  increased 
in  diameter  from  half  an  inch  to  three  quarters  of  an  inch 
yearly;  while  in  other  trees  of  the  same  sj)ecies  the  yearly 
zones  of  growth  are  singularly  narrow, — in  some  instance 
little  more  than  half  a  line  in  thickness.  Rooted  on  some 
exposed  hill  side,  in  a  shallow  and  meagre  soil,  they  in- 
creased their  diameter  during  the  twelvemonth  little  more 
than  a  line  in  the  severer  seasons,  and  little  more  than 
an  eighth  part  of  an  inch  even  when  the  seasons  were 
most  favorable.  Further,  whether  the  rings  be  large  or 
small,  we  ordinarily  find  them  occurring  in  the  same  s|>eci- 
mens  in  groups  of  larger  and  smaller.  In  one  of  my 
Helmsdale  specimens,  indicative  generally  of  rapid  growth, 
there  are  four  contiguous  annual  rings,  M'hich  measure  in 
all  an  inch  and  two  twelfths  across,  while  the  four  con- 
tiguous rings  immediately  beside  them  measure  only  half 
an  inch.  "If,  at  the  present  day,"  says  a  distinguished 
fossil  botanist,  "  a  warm  and  moist  summer  produces  a 
broader  annual  layer  than  a  cold  and  dry  one,  and  if  fos- 
sil plants  exhibit  such  appearances  as  we  refer  in  recent 
plants  to  a  diversity  of  summers,  then  it  is  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  a  similar  diversity  formerly  prevailed."  The 
same  reasoning  is  of  course  as  applicable  to  groups  of  an- 
nual layers  as  to  smgh  annual  layers ;  and  may  we  not  ven- 
ture to  infer  from  the  almost  invariable  occurrence  of  such 
^  groups  in  the  woods  of  this  ancient  system,  that  that  ill- 
understood  law  of  tXie  ^ea^i^ict  ^YaoSi  ^^a  Tia  iii  irregu- 
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lar  anoceauon  groups  of  colder  and  warmer  seasons,  and 
whose  operation,  as  Bacon  tells  us,  was  first  remarked  iii 
the  provinces  of  the  Netherlands,  was  as  certmnly  in  ex- 
btcnce  during  the  ages  of  the  Oolite  as  at  the  present 
time  ? 

Twigs  which  exhibit  the  foliage  of  these  andent  conifers 
seem  to  be  less  rare  in  our  Scotch  deposits  than  ia  those  of 

Slf.  190. 


England  of  the  same  age.      My  collection  contuns  fossil 
sprigs,  with  the  alua  needle-like  leaves  attadtved^^  cA  '«\jk^> 
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eeem  to  be  from  six  to  seven  difTcrcnt  species;  and  it  is 
■worthy  of  notice,  that  they  resemble  in  tlie  group  rather 
the  conirene  of  the  southei-n  tlian  those  of  the  northern 
hemisphere.  One  sprig  in  my  collection  seems  scarcely 
distinguishable  from  that  of  the  recent  AUinga  txedsa; 
another,  from  that  of  the  recent  AUinga  Cunninghami. 
Lindtey  and  Iltitton  figure  in  their  fossil  flora  a  minute 
branch  of  DacrytUiun.  eupressinum,  iu  order  to  show  how 
nearly  the  twigs  of  a  large  tree,  from  fifty  to  a  hundred 
feet  high,  may  resemble  some  of  the  "  fossils  referable  to 
Ijyoopodiacero."    More  than  one  of  the  Oolitic  twigs  in  my 


collection  are  of  a  resembling  character,  and  may  have 
belonged  either  to  cone-bearing  trees  or  to  club  mosses. 
Respecting,  however,  the  real  character  of  at  least  one  of 
the  specimens, — a  minute  branch  from  the  Lias  of  Hathic, 
with  the  leaflets  attached, —  there  can  be  no  mistake.  The 
thicker  part  of  the  stem  is  in  such  a  state  of  keeping,  that 
it  presents  to  the  microscope,  in  a  sliced  preparation,  the 
iatemal    Stmoturc,  and    cx^\i\ta,  «a  in  riioent  coniferona 
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tmgs  of  a  year's  grovth,  a  central  pith,  a  ringle  ring  of 
reticulated  tissue  arranged  in  lines  that  radiate  outwards, 
and  a  thin  layer  of  enveloping  bark.  Nothing,  then,  can 
be  more  certain  than  tliat  this  ancient  twig,  which  mnst  be 
accepted  as  representative  of  the  foliage  of  wbole  forests  of 
the  Secondary  ages  in  Scotland,  formed  part  of  a  conifer  of 
the  Lias ;  and  the  foliage  of  several  of  the  other  twigs,  its 
contemporaries,  though  I  have  Mled  to  demonstrate  their  ' 
troe  character  in  the  same  way,  bear  a  scarce  less  coniferous 
aspect.  The  cones  of  the  period,  from  the  drcomstance 
that  they  are  locked  up  in  a  hard  limestone  that  clings 
closely  aronnd  their  scales,  and  from  the  further  drcnm- 
Btance  that  the  semi-calcareous  lignite  into  which  they  are 
resolved  is  softer  and  less  tenacious  than  the  enclosing 
matrix,  present,  when  laid  open,  not  their  outer  sor&oeB, 
but  mere  sections  of  their  interior ;  and  give,  in  conse- 
quence, save  in  their  general  proportions  and  outline,  but 
few  specific  marks  by  which  to  distinguish  them.  We  8e«, 
however,  in  some  cases  in  these  sections  what  would  be 
otherwise  unseen, — the  flat  naked  seeds  lying  embedded  in 
tlicir  liollow  receptacles  between  the  scales,  and  in  as  per- 
fect a  state  of  keeping  as  the  seeds  of  reoent  pines  that  had 
rii>cned  only  a  twclvumonth  ago.  Ilad  not  the  vitality  of 
seeds  its  limits  in  time,  like  life  of  all  other  kinds,  one 
might  commit  these  perfect  fossil  germs  to  the  soil,  in  the 
hope  of  seeing  the  old  cirtinct  forests  called,  through  th^ 
agency,  a  second  time  into  existence.  Of  three  apparent 
species  of  cones  which  occur  in  the  Eathie  Lias,  the  amallest 
seems  to  have  resembled  in  size  and  appearance  that  of  tbe 
Scotch  fir;  the  largest,  which  consisted  from  bottom  to 
top,  as  seen  in  section,  of  from  nine  to  ten  scales,  appears  to 
have  been  more  in  the  proportions  of  the  oblong  oval  cones 
of  the  spmce  thniily ;  while  a  cone  of  intermediate  length, 
but  of  considerably  greater  breadth,  assmned  the  roiudAd. 
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iif.tti>  form  of  the  cones  of  Uie  oedar. 

I  have  found  in  the  same  deposit 
what  seems  to  be  the  q[»rig  of  , 
a  conifer,  with  fimr  appaiently 
embryo  cones  attached  to  it  in 
the  alternate  order.  These  are 
rather  more  sessDe  than  the  yoimg 
cones  of  the  larch ;  bat  the  aspect 
of  the  whole  is  that  of  a  lardi 
twig  in  early  summer,  when  the 
minute  and  tender  cones,  pos- 
sessed of  all  the  beauty  of  flow- 
ers, first  appear  along  its  sides^ 
Among  conifers  of  the  Pine  and  Araucarian  type  we 
mark  the  first  appearance  in  this  isystem,  in  at  least  Scot- 
land, of  the  genus  Thnja.  One  of  the  Helmsdale  plants 
of  this  genus  closely  resembles  the  common  Arbor  Vit» 
{TJiuja  occiderUaiis)  of  our  gardens  and  shrubberies.  It 
exhibits  the  same  numerous  slim,  thick-clustered  branch- 
lets,  covered  over  by  the  game  minute,  sessile,  scale-like 
leaves ;  and  so  entirely  reminds  one  of  the  recent  Thuja, 
that  it  seems  difHcult  to  conceive  of  it  as  the  member  of  a 
flora  so  ancient  as  that  of  the  Oolite.  But  not  a  few  of 
the  Oolitic  plants  in  Scotland  bear  this  modem  aspect. 
The  great  development  of  its  Cycadaceae, — an  order  un- 
known in  our  Coal  Measures,  —  also  forms  a  prominent 
feature  of  the  Oolitic  flora.  One  of  the  first  known  genera 
of  this  curious  order, — the  genus  Pterophyllum, — appears 
in  the  Trias.  It  distinctively  marks  the  conunencement  of 
the  Secondary  flora,  and  intimates  that  the  once  great  Pa- 
laeozoic flora,  after  gradually  waning  throughout  the  Per- 
mian ages,  and  becoming  extinct  at  their  close,  had  been 
succeeded  by  a  vegetation  altogether  new.  At  least  one 
of  the  Helmsdale  forms  of  this  familv  is  identical  with  a 
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Yorkshire  species  already  named  and  figured, — ZamiapeC' 
tinata;  a  well  marlced  Zamia  which  occurs  in  the  lias  of 
Eathie  appears  to  be  new.  Its  pinnate  leaves  were  fur- 
nished with  a  strong  woody  midrib,  so  well  preserved  in 
the  rock,  that  it  yields  its  internal  structure  to  the  micro- 
ns, us. 


■oope.  The  rihbon-like  pinnte  or  leaflets  were  rectilinear, 
retaining  their  full  breadth  until  they  united  to  the  stem 
at  right  angles,  but  set  Bomewha.t  Kwrj  *,  vk^^^vs^^se^ 
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of  tiie  recent  Zamue,  they  were  striped  Umfptodinally  nith 


cord-like  lines.  (Fig.  133.)  Even  the  mode  of  decay  of 
this  Zamia,  aa  shown  by  the  abrupt  termination  of  its  leaf- 
lets, exactly  resembled  that  of  its  existing  congeners.  (Fig, 
134.)  Tlie  withered  points  of  the  pinnae  of  recent  Zami;e 
drop  oS  as  if  clipped  across  wilh  a  pair  of  scissors;  and  in 
fossil  fronds  of  this  Zamia  of  tho  Lias  we  find  exnctly  the 
same  cli[>pcd-likc  app<iarancc.  (Fig.  135.)  Another  Scotch 
Zamia  (Fig.  130),  which  occurs  in  the  Lower  Oolite  of 
Helmsdale,  resembles  the  Enthie  one  in  the  breadth  of  its 
leaflets,  but  they  are  not  wholly  so  rectilinear,  diminishing 
alighlly  towards  their  base  of  attachment ;  they  are  ranged, 
too,  along  the  stem  or  midrib,  not  at  a  right  angle,  but  at 
an  acute  oiu';  llio  line  of  attachment  is  not  set  awry,  but 
on  the  general  plane  of  tho  leaf;  and  tho  midrib  itself  is 
xmaiderably  less  massive  and  round.  A  third  species  from 
ke  auae  locality  bears  a  general  resemblance  to  the  latter; 
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indicates  (Fig.  136),  so  differently  atUohed'to  tbe  st^n,  tliat 


from  the  pressare  in  the  rock  moat  of  them  h&vft  %«ucnbA 
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detached;  while  yet  a foorthRpedes  (fig.  137),  very  dow^ 
resemhles  a  Zamia  of  the  Scarborough  Oolite, — Z.  Umceo- 
lata.    The  leaflets,  however,  contract  much  more  saddenly 


from  their  greatest  breadth  tliati  those  <if  luntvofuta.  Into 
a  pseudo-footstalk;  and  the  coiitmnion  takes  |ilace  not 
almost  equally  on  both  eidcii,  as  in  that  species,  but  almost 
excluwvely  on  the  upper  side.  And  bo,  proviaonally  at 
least,  this  Helmsdale  Zamia  may  be  regarded  as  specifically 
new, 
With  the  Iraves  of  the  Eathie  Zamia,  we  find,  in  this 
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Dorthem  oatlier  of  the  Lias,  cones  of  a  peculiar  fonn, 
vbich,  like  the  leavea  themselves,  lire  still  unfigared  and 
undescribed,  and  some  of  which  coold  scarce  have  be- 


longed to  taij  coniferona  tree.  In  ono  of  these  (Fig.  138), 
the  ligneons  bnicts  or  scales,  narrow  and  long,  and  grad- 
iially  tapering  till  they  assume  nearly  the  awl-shaped  form, 
cluster  out  thick  from  the  base  and  middle  portions  of  tho 
cone,  and,  like  the  involucral  appendages  of  the  hazel-nut, 
or  the  sepals  of  tho  yet  unfolded  rose-bud,  sweep  gracefully 
uiiwards  to  the  top,  where  they  present  at  their  mat^;ina 
minute  denticulations.  Id  another  species  the  bracts  are 
broader,  thinner,  and  more  leaf-like :  they  rise,  too,  more 
fi'om  the  ha»e  of  tho  cone,  and  less  from  its  middle  por- 
tions; so  that  tho  whole  must  have  resembled  an  enormous 
bud,  with  strong  woody  scales,  some  of  wliieh  extended 
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Amn  bMM  to  apex.  Tha  fint  desoribed  of  thoM  two  qie- 
oea  MetDB  to  bave  been  more  deddedl;  %  noma  than  tbo 
other;  but  it  is  probable  tlist  thc^  ver«  both  oonaxting 


linkB  between  Bach  loathem  sccd-bcnring  flovern  as  we  find 
developed  in  Cycat  revobita,  and  such  Beed-bearing  cones 
as  we  find  exemplified  in  Zamia  pungent.  The  bud-Iiko 
cone,  however,  does  not  seem  to  have  been  that  of  n  Cyca- 
dnceous  plant,  as  it  occupied  evidently  not  a  terminal  pon- 
tion  on  the  plant  that  bore  it,  like  the  cones  of  Zamia  or 
the  flowers  of  Cycas,  but  a  lateral  one,  like  the  lateral 
flowers  of  Borao  of  the  Cactus  tribe.  Another  class  of 
vegetable  forms,  of  occa^onal  occurrence  in  the  Helmsdale 
beds,  seems  intermediate  between  the  Cycadaces  and  the 
furns :  at  least,  bo  near  is  the  approach  to  the  ordinary 
fern  outline,  while  retaining  the  stiff  ligneous  character  of 
|Bffiia,  tliat  it  is  scarce  )e«i  difficult  to  deUrmine  to  wfaiok 
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of  tho  two  orders  of  plants  Buch  organisms  belonged,  than 
to  decide  whether  some  of  the  slim  graceful  sprigs  of 
foliage  that  occur  in  the  rocks  beside  them  belonged  to 
tho  conifers  or  tho  club  mosses 
And  I  am  informed  by  Sir 
Charles  Lyell,  that  (as  some  of 
the  existing  conifers  bear  a  foli- 
age scarce  distinguishable  from 
that  of  Lycopodiaccie),  so  a  re- 
cently discovered  Zamia  is  fur- 
nished with  fronds  that  scarce 
differ  fi-om  those  of  a  fom.  Even 
Zamia  pectuiata  may,  as  Stem- 
berg  remarks,  have  been  a  fern, 
tindley  and  Hutton  place  it 
merely  provisionally  among  the 
Cycadaceic,  in  deference  to  the  judgment  of  Adolphe 
Brogniart,  and  point  out  iu  resemblance  to  JPolypodium 
pectinatum;  and  a  small  Helmsdale  frond  which  I  have 
placed  beside  it  hears  the  impress  of  a  character  scarce  less 
equivocal.  Tho  flora  of  tho  Oolite  was  peculiarly  a  flora 
of  intermediate  forms. 

We  recognize  another  characteristic  of  our  Oolitic  flora 
in  its  simple-leaved  fronds,  in  some  of  the  species  not  a 
little  resembling  those  of  the  recent  Scolopendrium,  or 
llart's-Tongue  fern,  —  a  form  regarded  by  Adolphe  Brog- 
ni.irt  as  jieculiarly  characteristic  of  his  third  period  of 
vegetation.  These  simple  ferns  arc,  in  the  Helmsdale  de- 
posits, of  three  dbtinct  types.  There  is  first  a  lanceolate 
leaf^  from  two  and  a  half  to  three  inches  in  length,  of 
not  unfreqnent  occurrence,  which  may  have  formed,  how- 
ever, only  one  of  the  four  leaflets,  united  by  their  pseudo- 
footsUilks,  which  compose  the  frond  of  Glossopteris,  —  a 
dls-.inctive  Oolitic  genns.    There  is  next  a  diuple  ovate  Ian- 
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c«olate  leaf|  from  four  to  five  and  &  half  inches  in  length, 
which  in  form  and  venation,  and  all  save  its  thrice  greater 


»ze,  not  a  little  resembles  the  leafiets  of  a  Coal  Measure 
neuropteris,  —  JV;  actiminata.  And,  in  the  third  phice, 
there  are  tlie  simple  loaves  that  in  general  outline  resem- 
ble, ns  I  have  said,  the  fronds  of  the  recent  Unrt's-Tongiie 
fern  (Rcoloi>f.n<lriiim  vulgare),  except  that  their  buse  is  lan- 
ceolate, not  cordate.    Of  these  last  there  are  two  Icinda  in 
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the  beds,  representative  of  two  several  species,  or,  as  their 
difference  in  general  aspect  and  detail  is  very  great,  may- 
hap two  several  genera.  The  smaller  of  the  two  has  a 
slender  midrib,  depressed  on  its  upper  side,  and  flanked  on 
each  side  by  a  row  of  minute,  slightly  elongated  protuber- 
ances, but  elevated  on  the  under  side,  and  flanked  by  rows 
of  small  but  well  marked  grooves,  that  curve  outwards  to 
the  edges  of  the  leaf.  '  The  larger  resemble  a  Ta?niopteris 
of  the  English  and  Continental  Oolites,  save  that  its  midrib 
is  more  massive,  its  venation  less  at  right  angles  with  the 
stem,  its  base  more  elongated,  and  its  size  much  greater. 
Some  of  the  Helmsdale  specimens  are  of  gigantic  propor- 
tions. From,  however,  a  description  and  figure  of  a  plant 
.  of  evidently  the  same  genus,  —  a  Taeniopteris  of  the  Vir- 
ginian Oolite,  given  by  Professor  W.  B.  Rogers  of  the 
United  States,  —  I  find  that  some  of  the  American  fronds 
are  larger  still.  My  largest  leaf  from  Helmsdale  must 
have  been  nearly  five  inches  in  breadth;  and  if  its  pro- 
portions were  those  of  some  of  the  smaller  ones  of  appar 
rently  the  same  species  from  the  same  locality,  it  must  have 
measured  about  thirty  inches  in  length.  But  fragments  of 
American  leaves  have  been  found  more  than  six  inches  in 
breadth,  and  whose  length  cannot  have  fidlen  short  of  forty 
inches.  The  Taeniopteris,  as  its  name  bears,  is  regarded  as 
a  fern.  From,  however,  the  leathern-like  thickness  of  some 
of  the  Sutherland  specimens,  —  from  the  great  massiveness 
of  their  midrib,  —  from  the  rectilinear  simplicity  of  their 
fibres,  —  and,  withal,  from,  in  some  instances,  their  great 
size,  —  I  am  much  disposed  to  believe  that  in  our  Scotch, 
mayhap  also  in  the  American  species,  it  may  have  been  the 
frond  of  some  simple-leaved  Cycas  or  Zamia.  But  the 
point  is  one  which  it  must  be  left  for  the  future  satis&c- 
torily  to  settle ;  though  provisionally  I  may  be  pennitted 
to  regard  these  leaves  as  belonging  to  some  Cycadaceoua 
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plant,  -whoso  fronds,  in  their  venation  and  form,  resemUed 
the  umpte  fronda  of  Scolopendriuni,  jnst  aa  the  leaves  of 


some  of  its  congeners  resembled  the  fronds  of  the  pimiatfl 
fcms. 

I  have  already  referred  to  the  dose  rcaerablance  which 
certain  Cycadaceous  genera  bear  to  certain  of  the  fern 
feniily.  In  at  least  two  Bpeeies  of  Pterophyllum,  —  /". 
eomptum  and  I".  miniM,  —  the  divisions  of  the  leaflets 
leem  little  elso  than  accidental  rents  in  a  dniple  &ond ;  in 
P.  Nehoni  they  are  apparently  nothing  more ;  and  similar 
divisions,  evidently,  lionever,  the  effect  of  accident,  and 
k'Ne  ruiinded  at  their  extremities  than  in  at  least  P.  eomp- 
tum, wo  I'md  cs\iV\i\\^'\  \)^  iboTftc  «^  VW  Helmsdale  sped- 
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menB  of  Taniopteris      (See  Fig.  142,  p.  488.)     But  what- 
ever the  nature  of  theso  Bimple  Ironda,  they  seoni  to  impart 


VECOPIBBIS  OBTDBIFOUA. 


nmch  of  its  pecnliar  character,  all  the  world  over,  to  the 
flora  of  the  Oohtic  ages. 

The  compoand  ferns  of  the  formation  are  nnmorona, 
and  at  least  proportionally  a  considerable  -part  of  them 
seem  identical  in  species  with  those  of  the  Oolite  of  Eng- 
land. (See  Fig.  143.)  Among  theso  there  occur  PecopU- 
ri»  Wkitbiensis,  Peeopteria  obtusi/olia,  Pecopteris  insiff- 
nia, — all  well  marked  English  species;  with  several  others. 
It  has,  besides,  its  apparent  fcni*.  U\o.t,  i^em.  Vi  \)fe>»ff«  — 
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(Fig.  144)— that  are  at  leut  not  figured  in  snyofthafoMil 
floras  to  which  I  have  aooeai, — (Fig.  14A), — aneh  as  a  wdl 
defined  Pachypten^  vith  leaflets  broader  and  Tonnder  than 


the  typical  P.  laiiceolata,  and  a  much  stouter  midrib;  a 
miimte  Sphenoptcris  too,  and  what  seems  to  be  a  Phle- 
bopteris,  Bomcwiiat  resembling  P.  propifigva,  but  greatly 
more  massive  in  its  geneml  proportions.  The  equisetacea 
we  find  represented  in  the  Brora  deports  by  JUguisetum 
cohimnare,  —  a  plant  the  broken  remiuns  of  which  occur  in 
great  abundance,  and  which,  as  was  remarked  by  our  Pres* 
ident  many  years  ago,  in  his  paper  on  the  Suthcrtnndshire 
Oolite,  must  have  entered  largely  into  the  composition  of 
tlie  bed  of  lignite  knon-n  as  the  Brora  Coal.  We  find 
associated  with  it  what  seems  to  bo  the  last  of  the  Cai%. 
mites, — Calamitet  arenaceiu,  —  a  name,  however,  which 
^■eems  to  liavo  been  bestowed  both  on  this  Oolitic  plant 
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and  a  resembling  Carboniferous  epecies.  The  deposit  has 
also  ita  Lycopodites,  though,  from  their  resemblance  in 
foliage  to  the  conifers,  there  exists  that  difficulty  in  dran-- 


PBLBBOPTEBIB. 

Ing  the  line  between  them  to  which  I  have  already  ad.. 
verted.  One  of  these,  however,  so  exactly  resembles  a 
lycopodite  of  both  the  Virginian  and  Yorkshire  Oolite, — 
X.  unci/oliun,  —  that  I  cannot  avoid  regarding  it  as  specifi- 
cally identical ;  and  it  seems  more  than  doubtful  whether 
the  stem  which  I  have  placed  ambng  the  conifers  is  not  a 
lycopodite  also.  It  exhibits  not  only  the  general  outline 
of  the  true  club  moss,  but,  like  the  fossil  club  mosses  too, 
it  wants  that  degree  of  ligniferous  body  in  the  rock  which 
the  coniferous  fossils  almost  always  possess.  Tct  another 
of  the  oi^anisms  of  ithe  deposit  seems  to  have  been  cither 
a  lycopodite  or  a  feni.    Its  leaflets  ar«  dxttat^si^-^  -o 
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and  set  alternatelj  on  a  stem  slender  as  a  hair,  —  circum- 
stances in  which  it  resembles  some  of  the  tiny^ycopodites 
Tig.  U7.  of  the  tropicSy  snch  as  JLycopodiwn  apo- 

dium,  I  must  mention,  however,  that 
the  larger  plant  of  the  same  beds  which 
I  have  placed  beside  it,  and  which  resem- 
bles it  so  closely  that  my  engraver  finds 
it  difficult  to  indicate  any  other  difference 
between  them  tlian  that  of  mze,  appears 
to  be  a  true  fern,  not  a  lycopodiunu  To 
yet  another  vegetable  organism  of  the 
system,  —  an  organism  which  must  be 
regarded,  if  I  do  not  mistake  its  charac- 
ter, as  at  once  very  interesting  and  ex- 
traordinary, occurring  as  it  does  so  low  in  the  scale^  and 
bearing  an  antiquity  so  high,  —  I  shall  advert,  after  a  pre- 
liminary remark  on  a  general  obaracteristic  of  the  flora  to 
which  it  belongs,  but  to  which  it  seems  to  furnish  a  striking 
exception. 

From  the  disappearance  of  many  of  those  anomalous 
types  of  the  Coal  Measures  whicli  so  puzzle  the  botanist, 
and  the  extensive  introduction  of  types  that  still  exist,  we 
can  better  conceive  of  the  general  features  and  relations  of 
the  flora  of  the  Oolite  than  of  those  of  the  earlier  floras. 
And  yet  the  general  result  at  which  we  arrive  may  be 
foiuid  not  without  its  bearing  on  the  older  vegetations 
also.  Throughout  almost  all  the  £unilies  of  this  Oolitic 
flora,  there  seems  to  have  run  a  curious  bond  of  relation- 
ship, which,  like  those  ties  which  boimd  together  some  of 
the  old  clans  of  our  country,  united  them,  high  and  low, 
into  one  great  sept,  and  conferred  u]x>n  them  a  certain 
wonderful  unity  of  character  and  a])pearance.  Let  us  as- 
sume the  ferns  as  our  central  gro«i>  Though  less  abun- 
dant than  in  the   earlier  creation  of  the  Carboniferous 
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system^  they  seem  to  have  occupied,  judging  from  their 
remains,  very  considerable  space  in  the  Oolitic  vegetation ; 
and  with  the  ferns  there  were  associated  in  great  abun- 
dance the  two  prevailing  families  of  the  Pterides, — Equi- 
seta  and  Lycopodia, — plants  which,  in  most  of  our  modem 
treatises  on  the  ferns  proper,  take  their  place  as  the  fern 
allies.  (See  Fig.  148.)  Let  us  place  these  along  two  of  the 
sides  of  a  pentagon,  —  the  Lycopodia  on  the  right  side  of 

Fig.  148. 


Ferns. 

the  ferns,  the  Eqniseta  on  the  left ;  further,  let  us  occupy 
the  two  remaining  sides  of  the  figure  by  the  Coniferse  and 
the  Cycadaceae,  —  placing  the  Conifer®  on  the  side  next 
the  Lycopodia,  and  the  CycadacesB,  as  the  last  added  key- 
stone of  the  erection,  between  these  and  the  Equiseta. 
And  now,  let  us  consider  how  very  curious  the  links  are 
which  give  a  wonderful  unity  to  the  whole.  We  still  find 
great  difficulty  in  distinguishing  between  the  foliage  of 
some  of  even  the  existing  club  mosses  and  the  conifers; 
and  the  ancient  Lepidodendra  are  very  generally  recog- 
nized as  of  a  type  intermediate  between  the  two.  Similar 
intermediate  types,  exemplified  by  extinct  fitmilies,  united 
the  conifers  and  the  ferns.  The  analogy  of  Kirchneria 
with  the  Thim^eUUa^  says  Dr.  Braan^ia\«r|  "Ew&au^vjfiK^^^ 
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notwithstanding  that  the  former  is  a  fern,  and  that  the  lat 
ter  is  ranked  among  conifers.  The  points  of  resemblance 
borne  by  the  conifers  to  the  huge  Equiseta  of  the  Oolitic 
period  seem  to  have  been  equally  striking.  The  pores 
which  traverse  longitudinally  the  channelled  grooves  by 
which  the  stems  of  our  recent  Equiseta  are  so  delicately 
Anted,  are  said  considerably  more  to  resemble  the  discs  of 

Fig.  149. 


IMBRICATED  STEM. 

{Hdmsdale.) 


pines  and  araucarians  than  ordinary  stomata.  Mr.  Francis 
does  not  hesitate  to  say,  in  his  work  on  British  Ferns,  that 
the  relation  of  this  special  family  to  the  Conifene  is  so 
strong,  both  m  exXcmsl  wi^  'ydXctqsjJl  vx«TQL^xsx^\ha.t  it  is 
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not  without  some  hesitation  he  places  them  among  the  feru 
allies ;  and  it  has  been  ascertained  by  Mr.  Dawes,  in  his 
researches  regarding  the  calamite,  that  in  its  internal  struc- 
ture this  apparent  representative  of  Equiseta  in  the  earlier 
ages  of  the  world  united  "  a  network  of  quadrangular  tis- 
sue similar  to  that  of  Conifers  to  other  quadrangular  cells 
arranged  in  perpendicular  series,"  like  the  cells  of  plants 
of  a  humbler  order.  The  relations  of  the  Fig.lGO. 
Cycadacean  order  to  ferns  on  the  one  hand, 
and  to  the  Coniferae  on  the  other,  are  equally 
well  marked.  As  in  the  ferns,  the  venation 
of  its  fronds  is  circinate,  or  scroll-like,  —  they 
have  in  several  respects  a  resembling  structure, 
—  in  at  least  one  recent  species  they  have  a 
nearly  identical  form ;  and  fronds  of  this  fern- 
like  type  seem  tp  have  been  comparatively 
common  during  the  times  of  the  Oolite.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  Cycadace®  manifest  close 
relations  to  the  conifers.  Both  have  their 
seeds  originally  naked ;  both  are  cone-bearing ; 
both  possess  discs  on  the  sides  of  their  cellules ; 
and  in  both,  in  the  transverse  section,  these 
cellules  are  subhexagonal,  and  radiate  from  a 
centre.  Such  were  the  very  curious  relations 
that  united  into  one  great  sept  the  prevailing 
members  of  the  Oolitic  flora ;  and  similar  bonds 
of  connection  seem  to  have  existed  in  the  floras 
of  the  still  earlier  ages.  ^  {Hdnudale,} 

In  the  Oolite  of  Scotland  I  have,  however,  at  length 
found  trace  of  a  vegetable  organism  that  seems  to  have 
lain,  if  I  may  so  express  myself,  outside  the  pentagon,  and 
was  not  a  member  of  any  of  the  great  &milies  which  it 
comprised.  (See  Fig.  161.)  I  succeeded  about  four  years 
ago  in  disinterring  from  the  limestone  of  H<e;Va^ds^^"s%\!a^« 
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t^fpean  to  be  a  tnie  dicotyledonous  lea^  with  the  frag- 
ment of  another  lea^  which  I  at  fint  supposed  might  tutve 
beloDged  to  a  plant  of  the  same  great  claaa,  bot  whicj)  I 
now  find  might  have  been  a  portion  of  a  fern.  When 
PhiibopterU  Phillipaii  was  first  detected  in  the  Oolite  of 
Yorkshire,  Lindley  and  Hutton,  regarding  it  as  dioc^Tledo- 
nouB,  origbated  their  term  Dictyo)^ltuni  as  a  general  one 
for  all  Buch  leayes.  But  it  lias  since  been  assigned  to  a 
greatly  lower  order, — the  ferns ;  and  Sir  Charles  LyeU  has 


Fig.  161 


kindly  shown  me  that  an  exotio  fern  of  the  present  day 
exhibits  exactly  such  a  reticulated  style  of  venation,  as  my 
Hehnsdale  fragment.  '  (See  Fig.  152,  p.  497.)  The  other 
lea^  however,  though  also  fr^:mentary,  and  but  indiffer- 
ently preserved,  seems  to  be  decidedly  marked  by  the 
dicotyledonous  character ;  and  so  I  continue  to  regard  it, 
provisionally  at  least,  as  one  of  the  first  precursors  in  Scot- 
land of  oar  great  forest  trees,  and  of  so  many  of  our  flower- 
ing and  frmt-'boaimg  ^lant^,  and  as  apparently  occupying 
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the  same  relative  place  in  a^vaaee  of  its  contemporaries  as 
that  occupied  by  the  conifer  of  the  Old  Red  Sandstone  in 
advance  of  the  ferns  and  Lycopodacete  with  which  I  found 
it  associated.  In  the  arrangement  of  its  larger  veins  the 
better  preserved  Oolitic  leaf  somewhat  resembles  that  of  the 
bnckthom ;  but  its  state  of  keeping  is  such  that  it  has 
fiiiled  to  leave  its  exterior  outline  in  the  stone. 

One  or  two  general  remnrks,  in  conclusion,  on  the  Oolite 
flora  of  Scotland  may  be  permitted  me  by  the  A 


In  its  aspect  as  a  whole  it  greatly  resembles  th»  Oolite  flora 
of  Vii^nia,  though  separated  in  space  from  the  locality  in 
which  the  latter  occurs  by  a  distance  of  nearly  four  thon- 
sand  miles.  There  are  several  species  of  plant*  conmtcni.Vi 
42* 
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both,  such  as  JSIg[uiseium  columnare^  Calamites  aretuiceus^ 
JPecopterU  WhUbiensiSy  Lycopodites  uficifoUuB^  and  ap- 
parently TamiopUris  magnifolia;  both,  too,  manifest  the 
great  abundance  in  which  they  were  developed  of  old  bj 
the  beds  of  coal  into  which  their  remains  have  been  con- 
verted. The  coal  of  the  Virginia  Oolite  has  been  profit- 
ably wrought  for  many  years :  it  is  stated  by  Sir  Charles 
Lycll,  who  carefully  examined  the  deposit,  and  has  given 
us  the  results  of  his  observation  in  his  second  scries  of 
Travels  in  the  United  States,  that  the  annual  quan- 
tity taken  from  the  Oolitic  pits  by  Philadelphia  alone 
amounted  to  ten  thousand  tons ;  and  though,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  Sutherlandshire  deposit  has  never  been  profitably 
wrought,  it  has  been  at  least  wrought  more  extensively  than 
any  other  in  the  British  Oolite.  The  seam  of  Brora, vary- 
ing from  three  feet  three  to  three  feet  eight  inches  in  thick- 
ness, furnished,  says  Sir  Roderick  Murchison,  between  the 
years  1814  and  1820,  no  less  than  seventy  thousand  tons  of 
coal.  Such  is  its  extent,  too,  that  nearly  thirty  miles  from 
the  pit's  mouth  (in  Ross-shire  under  the  Northern  Sutor)  I 
have  found  it  still  existing,  though  in  diminished  propor- 
tions, as  a  decided  coal  seam,  which  it  must  have  taken  no 
small  amount  of  vegetable  matter  to  form.  And  almost  on 
the  other  side  of  the  world,  nearly  five  thousand  miles  from 
the  Sutherland  beds,  and  more  than  eight  thousand  miles 
ffom  the  Carolina  ones,  the  same  Oolitic  flora  again  appears, 
associated  with  beds  of  coal.  At  Nagpuf  in  Central  India 
the  Oolitic  Sandstones  abound  in  simple  fronded  ferns,  such 
as  TuMiiopteris  and  Glossopteris,  and  has  its  Zamites,  its 
coniferous  leaves,  and  its  equisetacete. 

Compared  with  existing  floras,  that  of  our  Scottish  Oolite 
seems  to  have  most  nearly  resembled  the  flora  of  New  Zea- 
land, —  a  flora  remarkable  for  the  great  abundance  of  its 
ferns,  and  its  vast  fbt^^t^  of  ooxdfecoua  trees^  that  retain  at 
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all  seasons  their  coveriDgs  of  acicolar  spiky  leaves.  It  is 
to  this  flora  that  Dacrydium  cupressiman, — so  like  a  club 
mosa  in  its  folii^e,  —  belongs ;  and  Podocarput  ferru- 
gineut,  —  a  tree  vhich  more  closely  resembles  in  its  foliage 
the  Eathie  conifer,  save  that  its  spiky  leaves  are  somewhat 
narrower  and  longer  than  any  other  with  which  I  am  ao- 
qoainted.  Abont  two  thirds  of  the  plants  which  cover  tlie 
plains,  or  rise  on  the  hill-sides  of  that  country,  are  orypto- 
gamio,  consisting  mainly  of  ferns  and  their  allies;  and  it  it 
a  cnrious  circomstance,  —  which  was,  however,  not  without 
precedent  in  the  merely  physical  conditions  of  the  Oolitio 
flora  of  Scotland,  —  that  so  shallow  is  the  soil  even  where 
its  greatest  forests  have  sprung  up,  and  so  immediatdy 
does  the  rock  lie  below,  that  the  central  axes  of  the  trees 
do  not  elongate  downwards  into  a  tap,  but  throw  ont  hoii- 
zontally  on  every  side  a  thick  network  of  roots,  which  lisei 
so  high  over  the  surface  as  to  render  walking  throogh  the 
woods  a  difficult  and  very  fatiguing  exercise.  The  flora  of 
the  Oolite,  like  that  of  Kew  Zealand,  scenia  to  have  been 
in  large  part  cryptogamic,  consisting  of  fema  and  the  allied 
horse-tail  and  club  moss  fiunilies.  Its  forests  seem  to  have 
contained  only  cone-bearing  trees;  at  least  among  the 
many  thousand  specimens  of  its  fossil  woods  which  have 
been  examined,  no  tisane  of  the  true  dicotyledonous  char- 
acter has  yet  been  found ;  and  with  the  exception  of  the 
leaves  just  described,  all  those  yet  found  in  the  System, 
which  could  have  belonged  to  true  trees,  are  of  the  acico- 
lar form  common  to  the  Coniferw,  and  show  in  their  dense 
ligneous  stmoture  that  they  were  pendstoit,  not  deddnooa. 
Nor  is  there  evidence  wanting  that  many  of  the  Conifersa 
of  the  period  grew  in  so  shallow  a  soil,  that  their  tap-roots 
were  flattened  and  bent  backwards,  and  they  were  left  to 
derive  th^r  sole  support,  like  the  trees  of  the  If  ew  Zeahmd 
forests,  from  such  of  their  toots  m  shot  cot  horbotttall^. 
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We  even  know  the  nature  of  the  rock  upon  which  thoy 
rested.  As  shown  by  fragments  still  locked  up  among  the 
interstices  of  their  petrified  roots,  it  was  an  Old  Red  flag- 
stone similar  to  that  of  Caithness  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Wick  and  Thurso,  and  containing  the  same  fossil  remains. 
In  the  water-rolled  pebbles  of  the  Conglomerate  of  Helms- 
dale and  Port  Gower,  —  pebbles  encrusted  by  Oolitic  cor- 
als, and  enclosed  in  a  calcareous  paste,  containing  Oolitic 
bclemnites  and  astrese,  —  I  have  found  the  well  marked 
fishes  and  fucoids  of  the  Old  Red  Sandstone.  As  shown 
by  the  appearance  of  the  rounded  masses  in  which  these 
lay,  thoy  must  have  presented  as  ancient  an  appearance  in 
the  times  of  the  Lower  Oolite  as  they  do  now ;  and  the 
glimpse  which  they  lent  of  so  remote  an  antiquity,  through 
the  medium  of  an  antiquity  which,  save  for  the  comparison 
which  they  funiished  the  means  of  instituting,  might  be 
well  deemed  superlatively  remote,  I  have  felt  singularly 
awe-inspiring  and  impressive.  Macaulay  anticipates  a  time 
when  the  traveller  from  some  distant  land  shall  take  his 
stand  on  a  broken  arch  of  London  Bridge  to  survey  the 
ruins  of  St.  Paul's.  In  disinterring  from  amid  the  antique 
remains  of  the  Oolite  the  immensely  more  antique  remains 
of  the  Old  Red  Sandstone,  I  have  felt  as  such  a  traveller 
would  feel  if,  on  setting  himself  to  dig  among  the  scattered 
heaps  for  memorials  of  the  ruined  city,  he  had  fidlen  on 
what  had  been  once  the  Assyrian  Gallery  of  the  British 
Museum,  and  had  found  mingling  with  the  antiquities  of 
perished  London  the  greatly  older  and  more  veneral^le 
antiquities  of  Nineveh  or  of  Babylon.  The  land  of  the 
Oolite  in  this  northern  locality  must  have  been  covered  by 
a  soil  which, — except  that  from  a  lack  of  the  boulder  clays 
it  must  have  been  poorer  and  shallower,  —  must  have  not 
a  little  resembled  that  of  the  lower  plains  of  Cromarty, 
Caithness,  and  Easleru  B.o«a.    A3QLd  on  this  PalsBozoic  plat- 
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form,  long  exposed,  as  the  Oolitic  CoDglomerates  abun- 
dantly testify,  to  denuding  and  disintegrating  agencies, — a 
platform  beaten  by  the  surf  where  it  descended  to  the  sea 
level,  and  washed  in  the  interior  by  rivers,  with  here  a  tall 
hill  or  abrupt  precipice,  and  there  a  flat  plain  or  sluggish 
morass, — there  grew  vast  forests' of  cone-bearing  trees, 
tangled  thickets  of  gigantic  equisetacete,  numerous  forms 
of  Cycaa  and  Zamia,  and  wide-rolling  seas  of  fern,  amid 
whose  open  spaces  club  mosses  of  extinct  tribes  sent  forth 
their  long,  creeping  stems,  spiky  and  dry,  and  thickly  mot- 
tled with  pseudo-spore-bearing  catkins. 

The  curtain  drops  over  this  ancient  flora  of  the  Oolite  in 
Scotland ;  and  when,  long  after,  there  is  a  comer  of  the 
thick  enveloping  screen  withdrawn,  and  we  catch  a  partial 
glimpse  of  one  of  the  old  Tertiary  forests  of  onr  ooontry, 
all  ia  new.  Trees  of  the  high  dicotyledonoas  class,  allied 
to  the  plane  and  the  buckthorn,  prevail  in  the,  landscape, 
intermingled,  however,  with  dingy  funereal  yews ;  and  the 
ferns  and  equisette  that  rise  in  the  darker  openings  of  the 
wood  approach  to  the  existing  type.  And  yet,  thongh. 
eont  of  the  past  eternity  have  elapsed  since  we  looked  out 
upon  Cycas  and  Zamia,  and  the  last  of  the  Calaraitea,  the 
time  is  still  early,  and  long  ages  must  lapse  ere  man  shall 
arise  out  of  the  dust,  to  keep  and  to  dress  fields  waving 
with  the  prodnctiona  of  yet  another  and  different  fiora,  and 
to  busy  himself  with  all  the  labor  which  he  taketb  under 
the  sun.  Our  country,  in  this  Tertiary  time,  has  still  its 
great  outbursts  of  molten  matter,  that  bury  in  fiery  deluges 
many  feet  in  depth,  and  many  square  miles  m  extent,  the 
debris  of  wide  tracts  of  woodland  and  marsh ;  and  the 
basaltic  columns  stUl  form  in  its  great  lava  bed ;  and  ever 
and  anon,  as  the  volcanic  agencies  awake,  clouds  of  adea 
darken  the  heavens,  and  cover  np  the  landscape  as  if  with 
aooumnlated  drifts  of  a  protracted  snow  atorm.    'Wha  ^iiall. 
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declare  what,  throughout  these  long  ageg,  the  history  of 
creation  has  been?  We  see  at  wide  intGrvals  the  mere 
frasrmcnts  of  snccessive  floras;  but  know  not  how  what 
seem  the  blank  interspaces  were  filled,  or  how,  as  extinction 
overtook  in  Rucc^ssion  one  tribe  of  existences  after  another, 
and  species,  like  indiviHuals,  yielded  to  the  great  law  of 
death,  yet  other  species  were  brought  to  the  birth,  and 
ushered  upon  the  scene,  and  the  chain  of  being  was  main- 
tained unbroken.  We  see  only  detached  bits  of  that  green 
web  which  has  covered  our  earth  ever  since  the  dry  huid 
first  ai>poared ;  but  the  web  itself  seems  to  have  been 
continuous  throughout  all  time;  though  ever  as  breadth 
after  breadth  issued  from  the  creative  loom,  the  pattern 
has  altered,  and  the  sculpturesque  and  graceftil  forms  that 
illustrated  its  first  bciyinnings  and  its  middle  spaces  have 
yielded  to  flowers  of  richer  color  and  blow,  and  fruits  of 
fairer  shade  an<l  outline ;  and  for  gigantic  club  mosses 
stretching  forth  their  hirsute  arms,  goodly  trees  of  the 
Lord  have  expanded  their  great  boughs ;  and  for  the 
barren  fern  and  .the  calaniite,  clustering  in  thickets  beside 
the  waters,  or  spreading  on  flowerless  hill  slopes,  luxuriant 
orchards  have  yielded  their  ruddy  flush,  and  rich  harvests 
their  golden  gleam. 
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6aat  *6i  giiM«h;«;^Wnitt»» 


MILI.BM'B  CXUTSm  OW 


MII,LBB'3  TOOT-BBIXXM  OW  IBM  CTK^TOB  (  «r,  flM  JMNOkvli 

of  StroRUMW,  with  m 

Louu  Xaima.     13im.  cMh,  1.7f. 


MTLI.BB'a  BBABKBiT  OW  CHBZ8T,* 

Fnpic,  ft  CoHeodoa  of  t 

8kelch«  ud  Eiuri,  with  the  Aotbar'i  celcbrMcd  Latter  to  lAid  Wmfn^ 
By  Kuan  H'l.i.'P.  Edlied,  with  *  Fnttfe,  bj  PETm  Bathk,  A.  M.  Oao, 
doUi,  i.;g. 

MfLLBB'B  OZB  BED  BAXDSTOKE  j  or,  New  W«Ilo  In  u  Old  HcM. 
lUutnted  with  FUlH  ud  Ueoloslciil  Sectlann.  Vkw  Enrrioa,  Hrrma 
Axn  utTCii  E:<i«iR(iiD,  b^  the  uddlllan  of  new  nutter  and 
he.     Ilmo,  doth,  US. 

MILLEB'S  rOPULAB  OBOLOar i  With  DcKrlptiTe 
OcokflH'i  PortfoUo.  Br  Uvan  Xillkr.  With  ■  Urnmi 
of  OeoloclGal  Scienw  during  the  lut  two  yan.     By  Hita. 


miLt.EB'8  TAI.BB  AND  BKBICBB8.    Edited,  with  ■  FM&oe,  bL,  by 

URII.  Ull.LER.      12mo,  IJO, 

Aokonf  Ute  nitfuta  tn:  Recollectloni  of  Feisuon  —  Bmi  —  The  ftalmoa 
>1r1ier  of  Udoll— The  WUow  of  DuMkalth— Hie  Lrkewake— BiU  Whrta— 
The  Vounggargcon  — George  Rou,  the  Scotch  AEent—H'CnllDch,  the  UeiA- 
■nlclin  — A  Tma  Slorf  of  the  Life  of  >  Sootsh  Kenliul  of  the  Etgfatwiilk 


or,  Qeoloir  fn  iU  Bear- 
Thou  (halt  be  In  league 
u  elegant  lUuitratlo&a, 


MILLBB'B  TJSBTXMOJnr  OW  THB  MOVKS , 

tngi  on  the  tvTO  Theologlc),  NMunl  and  Rerealed. 

with  the  itonei  of  the  field."—  Job.     With  nnnun 

One  roliuue,  rojal  Ubo,  olalh,  IJH, 
nUOB  MIJ.Z,EB'B   WOBKB.    Ten  volnmn,  nnlfbrra  itjle,  In  an  elegant 

box,  emboued  (loth,  17 ;  library  iheep,  20;  half  calf,  34;  antlqaa,  S4. 
MACAULAT  OK  BCOTI,AJrD.    ACrltlqn  trm  BuoB  l[Iu,>B>a  "Wl^ 

new."   igmo,  flez&la  doth.   S7<to, 


(^arxtij  anb  ^tittoln's  ^ubUcatu 


CSAXBESS'  CTCZOFXnZA  OF  BlfOZIMS  ZrTKJtATUKS.    A 

Sflrctloa  or  the  cholc«*t  produotioiu  of  Kogllih  Autbors,  JVom  tlie  F«r!l«<t  to 
the  pnwDt  Unit.  CODDccCed  bf  >  Crltloa  uhI  Blagnphla]  Ulslory.  rormlnB 
two  large  ImpcrUI  oeUro  Tolume*  of  TOD  pigci  Mch,  dooble-oolnmn  IRtcr  - 
pKiifl;«itb  upwardiof  threa  huDdml  elegant  IUu»lnUoBa.  Edited  hj  R09KKX 
CnAMnKHn.    EmboiKd  doth,  0^;  »l»tp,7M;  olotli,  AiU  gttt,»M;  half  calf, 

uj»i  full  uif,  lo-oo. 


CBAMBEK9'  BOXE  BOOK:  or,  Pookel  Uiicelluijr,  watdnlng  a  Choka 
SflettlOD  of  IntemliDg  aad  iDBlrncliTe  Kcadlng,  tor  (Le  Old  and  Tooog.  Biz 
Toluiuei.    laiDO,  dalh,  O.DO;  libni?  ilieep,  7.00. 

AJtriXE'S  CycLOFJF.IHA  OF  AXECDOTES  OF  ZZTEBATVaX 

AKB  THE  FINE  ABTS.  Contalnliig  a  eoploiu  and  cbolfe  Svlcttloa  of 
Anecdotea  of  Uie  varloua  Ibmu  of  Lllenture.  of  tbe  Arts,  of  Aichllaelon, 
KngniTlDgi,  Uiuic,  Poetry,  Painting,  and  Sculpture,  and  of  tlw  moit  cclebnted 
Ulerary  Chanctera  and  Arlliti  of  dlflerent  Countrlei  and  Ag«,  kc  B7 
Kazlitt  Asvi:«e,  A.  M.,  lutlior  of  "Cyclopaedia  of  Honl  nod  Rsllglaiu 
Anecdote"."  Wltli  nuiucrous  llluitralloni.  7-J5  pp.  ocU?o,  cloth,  l.r 
B.OOi  dolh, gilt, 0.00;  lulf  calf,  7.00. 


BATSE'S    ES9AT9    JS    BIOOBAFST   AJTD    CXXTICIMM.       Of 

PKTER  nAYKB.  U.  A.,  autborof'Tlic  Cbrlxtlan  Lit)!,  Social  and  Indlridnal,') 
Anrnngedlntwo  gtiiea,or  Puti,    12mo,  datt^  each,  l.Ti. 


TBS  X,AIfDZNa  AT  CAFE  AlflfEi  or,  The  Charter  of  the  First 
Pbrkaxkht  Colony  oh  tiie  Territort  or  thk  UAHiAciiusms  Con- 
PANT.  Now  dlaoaTend,BDdflniIpabll8hedftomIheORioiXAi.iui(uaGBirr, 
with  an  Inqnlrj  Into  iU  authorlEr,  and  k  Hibtobt  or  thk  Colokt,  Ittt-UOH, 
Soger  Count,  GoTemor.    By  J.  WtnoATE  Tuokbtoh.    Sto,  eloUl,  Z.MI. 


^avibt  anb  IPinarbt'i  T^vH&sx&am. 


AWjrvAJi  or  MOiwvnna  Aiaoorsjrr  worn  it*4i  or,  Tnr 


fled  Itn  sT  PUnta ;  OUtwin  of  BBl 

but  P^m  In  SdeallOe  Joonuli,  BrgotU,  kc.    Edited  bj  Datid  A.  "WKLUt, 

A.U.    WIlhkRtrtmUof  OauenlQ.  A.  GUmon.D.  8.  ^    f 


THX  riiURALITr  or  WORLDS.    . 
doUi,  IJO. 


TBH    SSTVRAJ.    ItlSTORY   OF    THE   nVMA.X 

Topical  Fortiu  mid  rrlmcrol  Djilributlon.    Dy  CiIARtES 

Vith  u  iDtroduclion  cDutalalug  an  Abidmct  ortlw  rip 

Prichwd,  Baphmim,  Aguili.  and  nthrr  vrtiora  orrtpulv.    II;r  SAmOki.  Kbbb- 

I.1KI),  Jr.,  M.  D.    With  clegiml  llliutntioiu.    12Dia,clodi,  l.TO. 

XXEjITIBE  Oy  TBE  COMPARATIVE  AITATOMT  Or  THE  JlX- 
IMAL  Kixanox.     By  IToft,  <:.  Tu.  Vn-J  Mikdold  and  H.  Stahxidi. 
Trasalarcd  Ihini  the  Ocrman,  wllh  Kiitea,  Addillnui,  An.    Bx  Waldo  I.  Bus- 
JIKTT,  H.  D.,  DoiIoD.    One  elegiDl  o.-tnio  volume,  elolh,  3.30. 
TUl  Uballned  U  Iw  husBipuiUT  Ihi  bHl  u«  mod  compleU  wcnk  u  Uh  ul^Klixtut. 

THE  CAXEI.  1  nia  Orsanlutlan,  Habiti,  and  Uiea,  snuldered  with  reto- 
eaee  to  hli  Introduction  lota  Iho  Uolted  fitatrs.  Bj  Oeobob  F.  Uaiish,  lata 
U.  g.  lUnlMcr  at  Conatantinople.    IZmo,  doth,  ;t  ct*. 

IS^ZUXNCE  OF  TBB  BJSTOBT  OB  SCUUTCE  VTOJf  IXTBIf 
I.ECTUAL  EDVCATION.  Sj  William  Whewkli..  D.  D.,  of  Trloitr 
College,  Enelaud,  and  the  allefcd  aatlior  of  "  FlunllLj  of  Worlda."  I2isa, 
c]olb,4acti. 

JCKOWLEDOE  IS  TOWBB.  A  Tiew  of  tho  ProduotlTe  nme*  of  Uodcra 
Sodetr,  and  the  KhdIU  of  Labor,  Capital,  and  6kjll.  Br  ChAbUU  K;iianT, 
With  nomeroua  lUnitntlani.  Amerioan  Edition.  Beriied,  wllh  addlllonii,  b; 
Datid  A.  WSLU,  Editor  of  the  "  Annual  of  Sden 
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